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The Jan. 23
"Canadians
Against
Proroguing
Parliament"
rally drew
over 6,000
in Toronto,
and 30,000
across

Canada
(Photos:
Ed Bil)

Tens of thousands tll Harper Tories:
"Get badk to work" - see page 5

Jets over ®ncouver 5 Disaster in Haiti
CF-18 jet fighters have started The earthquake that stunned Hait

patrolling the skies over the BC RedS In m‘o nto on Jan. 12 was a terrifying natural
Lower Mainland an&/ancouver Delegates from across the country disasterbut years of imperialist
Island.Welcome to the 2010 will meet this month iMoronto, for domination left the island nation
Winter Olympics, a celebration of the 36th Central Convention of the completely unprepared to cope
greed and overspending Communist Party of Canada. with the resulting devastation.
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500,000 unemployed could
run out of El benefit s

Nearly half a million Canadians number of El recipients fell to qualifies for about 38 weeks of
may exhaust their Employment795,900in November, from a peakbenefits. But over half of Canada’s
Insurance benefits without finding of 829,300 last June. The StatsCajobless workers do not even qualify
work, according to a new reportmonthly report doesn’'t say howfor El, thanks to stringent eligibility
fromthe Canadian Centre for Policymany ran out of claims without rules which deny benefits to those
Alternatives. Many of these finding work. Canada’s official without enough qualifying hours,
unemployed will have to depleteunemploymentrate is 8.5 per centor others who quit jobs due to
their savings, or resort to loansnear an 11-year high. intolerable working conditions.
family members or welfare for “Asmanyas500,000Canadians Last year, the federal
financial help, warns the CCPA. whoinitiated an El claimin2009will government was compelled to

Even before the economic crastexhaust their benefits because neadopt a few slight improvements
in late 2008, about a quarter of Efjobs remain very difficult to find,” to the El system, by extending the
recipients saw their benefits expiresays Andrew Jackson, CCPAnumber of weeks people are
says the CCPA report, based omnesearch associate and chieéligible, and letting companies
2006/2007 federal governmenteconomistatthe CanadianLabouadopt work-sharing programs
statistics. About two million new Congress. “As the number of Elwhere employees can work fewe
claims were filed last year, so theexhaustees increases, so wilhours and still qualify for El. The
report estimates about halfamillionprovincial social assistanceCCPA report called on the federa
people may be running out. caseloads and the number ofjovernment to extend El benefits

Meanwhile, Statistics Canadafamilies living in poverty.” for all unemployed workers by at
reported in mid-January that the On average, an El claimantleast 26 weeks.

The federal Finance
Department said on Jan. 22
thatthe deficithas jumpedto
more than $36 billion for the
2009-10fiscal year. Stephen
Harper has already
announced that his minority
government plans to cut the
deficit by slashing social
spendingn
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PV Fund Drive kicks off March 1

The Annual People’s Voice Drive policies will help us, notthe bosses?acing Canadians - the destruction Games. The primary lender on the Intrawest deal in 2006 was de

officially kicksoffonMarch1,aswe  Over the past year we haveofdemocraticrights and freedomg
campaign to raise the funds weocused on critical issues like theby the Harper Tory minority
need to help cover the costs ofight to restore and expandgovernment. Thousands of peopl
printing and distributing the Employmentinsurance, one of theallied across the country on Jan
working class press across Canadaostimportant victories achieved23 to condemn Harper’s desperat|
These are complicated times foby millions of workers during the prorogation tactic. There were two
the print media, large and smalltwentieth century. Labour important reasons for Harper’s|
The past year has seen a modestonomists calculate that the reamnove: his fear that the Afghan
increase in overall paid circulationunemployment level in Canada istorture scandal would stay in the
for People’s VoiceMeanwhile, now overtwomillion, andlessthanheadlines, and an excuse to clair
even as the corporate boosters ihalf of these jobless workers arghat his government is trying to
the daily press write endlesseven eligiblefor El benefits. Acrossaddress the economic crisis. |
columns about the “economicthe developed capitalist world,hasn’t worked. The Tories have
recovery,” Canada’s largest mediafficial unemployment levels are slid to just over 30% in the polls,
monopoly heads toward projected to pass 57 million thisand their credibility is in tatters.
bankruptcy. CanWest Global'syear, but capitalist profits are onDuring 2010, with the help of our
problems are proof that the worsthe rebound. The ongoing battlereaders, People’s Voice will
economic downturn in decades idor people’s needs, not corporateontinue to help build the
far from over. Working people greed, will feature prominently in movements to drive this
continue to demand answers andur pages again this year. reactionary gang out of office.
solutions. Who caused the crisis? This issue of People’s Voice Globalissueswillalsobe highon
How can we fight back? Whatreports on another major issueour agenda over the next twelve
months, from the campaign to end
the warsin Irag and Afghanistan, t

,-------------------\

| | the crucial effort to limit climate
| MAY DAY 2010 | s bt oo
I I gas emissions. Unlike the corporat
I I media, People’s Voice always links
I a these two issues. How can ou
| G EETI NG ADS | planet adopt the radical measure
| I neededto protectthe environmen
I To mark May Day 2010, People's Voice will print greetings | ifwe keepwasting over $1 trillion
I from a wide range of labour and people’s organizations in I every year on highly destructive
our May 1-15 issue, which will be distributed at events military spending? Why does it take
I across Canada. The deadline for camera-ready ads is April | weeks to respond to the earthquak
1 24; if PV is preparing the layout, the deadline is April 22. I quakeinHaiti. compared to minuted
Please check with us about the format if your ad is being ]9 US. | e I'p 0 | h“
I sentelectronically. I for US. imperialism to launc
| | massive bombing r_alds agains
I Ad rates (based on 5 column page): | V"'i%ezlcvg‘;g”a\:v"e}s'g?ee d your
! [ —————————— - ! support to bring this analysis to
I I One COlUmn-lnCh ....................................... $10 I I Working peop|e_ WwWhen you receive
I I One column x 2 IerheS .............................. $20 I I your fund appea| letter in the malil
I Two columns x 2 !nches ............................ $35 I in a few WEEKS, p|ease respon
I I Two columns x 3 !nCheS ............................ $50 I I qu|ck|y and generous|y_
I I Two columns x 5 |n.CheS ............................ $75 I I In our next issue, we will
I Three columns x 4 inches......cccocovvvivnn. .. $90 I announce details ofthe 2010 Fun
I Two columns x 7 In.CheS ........................... $100 I Drive, inc|uding Ouranti-corporate
I I Three columns x 7 inches..........cc.cccoo. $150 I I “shopping bag” for this year. Until
[ D o o o o o o o o o o e e e = | then, we welcome your ideas fo
1 Send greetings to People's Voice at: | the campaign, and for ways to
I 706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, V5L 3J1 I L”;ﬁ[g(‘:’fusgtofr'f/;C\é‘gt‘;u?ﬁsz

GRASSROOTS OLYMPIC NEWS

NORAD CF-18s fighter jets were criss-crossing the skiexf
the Lower Mainland and Vancouver Island starting Jan. 26 as
of their “mission to support RCMP-led Olympic security operation
According to the armed forces, “the flying is being conducteq
familiarize pilots with the areas they’ll be working in once the airspace
restrictions go into effect. The public may see and hear the fighters
asthey conducttheirflying.” Yes, we do hear them, and we hopg that
these NORAD fighters will inflict less damage on civilians here than
in Afghanistan.

A spokesperson for StopWar.ca has again corrected the media
claim thaso-called “free speech zonestave been designated far
the Winter Olympics. In a recent letter to tiancouver Sun
Megan Schlase points out that, contrary to a recent Barbara Yaffe
column, the Art Gallery “has been left undesignated,|as
recommended by both the Vancouver police department andl the
Olympic civil liberties advisory committee, in keeping with ifs
traditional use for protests and rallies. The very idea that free
speech can be restricted to certain zones is just one of rany
reasons so many people objecttothe Games.” On Feb. 12, starting
at 3 pm, the 2010 Welcoming Committee coalition will host a ffee
public festival, called’ake Back Our City! Free Speech, Free
Games, Free Food!atthe Art Gallery’s north square. The festiv
will be followed by a parade to BC Place Stadium to coincide W
the official opening ceremonies. The parade will end at the sec
fence around the stadium.

An internal memo obtained byhe Tyeewebsite advises
Vancouver Public Library branches pootect the interests of
Olympic sponsors “Do not have Pepsi or Dairy Queen sponsor your
event,” read guidelines sent to VPL branch heads and supervjsory
staff. “Coke and McDonald’s are the Olympic sponsors. If youfare
planning a kids’ event and approaching sponsors, apprgach
McDonald’s.” Libraries have also been told to use audio-vigual
equipment made by official sponsor Panasonic. If Sony equipment
is unavailable, staff must use black tape to cover offending corpgrate
logos.

In a vicious corporate knife fightyall Street financiers could
push the Whistler Blackcomb ski resortinto insolvencyAccording
to theNew York Postreditors who have loaned $1.4 billion US
the owners, Intrawest ULC, are threatening to foreclose and s
control of the resort which is to host major ski events at the Wi
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investment bank Lehman Brothers. Dogged by $1 trillion in creditor
claims, the bank is apparently unwilling to cut Intrawest much slack.
® The federal government may inject funding to save the wegithy
- owners of Intrawest.
E Winter Gamesfficials plan to truck in snow for the freestyle
skiing and snowboarding events at Cypress Mountain|on
Vancouver’'s North Shore. A long stretch of mild, wet weagtmer
Vancouver - imagine thatiheans there won'’t be enough snow lgft
for the competitions. Contingency plans include building up the
N course with straw and wood, then using trucks and helicoptefs to
bring snow down from higher elevations. The situation could lepve
athletes with a “dumbed-down” course.

Aboutthe so-called “Olympic legacy” the B.C. government ha
cancelled its promise of $8 million for the National Maritime Centre
in North Vancouver. The cut forced the city to scuttle the musgum
and community centre celebrating the province’s maritime histpry.
Just last summer, the government decided to spend $8 millign on
the fourth floor of the Vancouver Art Gallery for a B.C. Olymplic
Pavilion that was not previously planned. When the Camppell
government wants to cut something, they talk about “diffiqult
economic times”, but when it comes to partying for the Olympics,
no expense is spared.

Speaking of cutbacks¢hools across B.C. will be dramatically
affected nextyeaunless the Campbell government provides adeq
funding. In the host Olympic city of Vancouver, 800 notices wi
E sent to teachers warning that their jobs are in danger becaus
® School Board faces a deficit of up to $36 million, caused by
province’s refusal to cover escalating costs imposed by its
[ decisions. Yes, the same Campbell government which is sper
Shillions to host the Olympicse..
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Scene from the annual '

'Poverty Olympics" event in
Vancouver's Downtown Eastside. Photo from the
www.media.publicnow.netwebsite.

We hope to hear from you soen!

------------------_I
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Scaffold deaths highlight safety Crisis

Special to PV The prasident of Metro
Construction, the compan
The tragedy of fourimmigrant which employed the workers
highrise workers in Torontowhowould not comment on th
fell 13 storeys to their deaths ormakeup of the workforce at th
Christmas Eve has brought théhighrise. But one of the widow
issue of workplace health andsaid she never saw her husbafpd
safety back to the front pagesbring safety manuals home
According to the men’s widows, heard him talk about safet
they were seriously concernedraining. Her husband had ver
about their balcony repair jobs,limited reading ability in English,
but may have been unaware oghe told the Star, so even if
their rights to refuse unsafehad been given a Constructig
work. Association of Ontario manu
According to interviews with he would have had difficulty
the women conducted through ainderstanding it.
Russian language interpreter by However, it is the legal
the Toronto Star, one of the workergesponsibility of a supervisor t
said the swing scaffold was veryensure that all workers receiv the construction industry is
long and looked like it was madesafety training and clearl turning to “independent
from four parts which weren’t understand their knowledge of this contractors” to allow employers
securely fastened together. training. 2008 report that about 84,500workers have lost their lives into avoid paying benefits or
One of the five non-union Meanwhile, the Ontario workers, or 22 per cent of theOntario since 1990, including 21workplace insurance coverage.
immigrant workers survived but Construction Secretariat hasprovince’s construction duringtheyear 2009. The litany ofThese bosses take advantage of
remains in hospital. The accidentried to draw attention to theworkforce, are part of the deathsonthejobrangesfrombeingnigrant workers who are
was the worst constructionrole ofindependent contractors‘underground economy.” struck by falling objects, cut by desperate to earn an income,
tragedyin Torontoin halfacentury,in the province’s construction Many undocumented workersmachinery, electrocuted, orwithouttrainingthemadequately.

o - Which they were working
" COMTRARY ThTHE LMIDI'S CoMPLAINTE, collapsed at Hogg's Hollow near
THE CoMpaney' '3 DEEPLY (oMCERNED the York Mills subway station.
Their deaths led to a royal
commission that eventually led
to improved safety and labour
laws. The 50th anniversary of the
Hogg’s Hollow tragedy will be
marked this spring.

There are now 430 occupational
health and safety inspectors in
Ontario, and safety blitzes have
taken place, but the most recent
happened only after the
scaffolding deaths. While the
Occupational Health and Safety
Act has been updated to include
the right to refuse unsafe work,

and is under investigation byindustry, often undermining face unsafe conditions and arushed between vehicles. “Independent contractors”
Toronto police and the Ministry of health and safety on the job.poor apprenticeship system.  As the Star reports, “union operate outside the health and
Labour. The secretariat noted inan April In total, 405 construction leadersand labour activists believesafety act and the Employment

alack of proper safety inspectionsStandards Act. While labour
and oversight on the job, andministry officials claim that
outdated legislation which noinspectorswatch outforthe safety
LOg export S nOt needed for longer reflects the reality of modernof independent contractors as part
construction sites, means workersbf their responsibilities, this is
lives are hanging in the balanceregarded as awild exaggeration at
B . C "y Say S tee IWO rke rs Poorenf_orcement c_ombined withbest. o
the growing use of migrantworkers NDP MPP Cheri DiNovo
British Columbians should from BC-butthey buy all theirlogs arising Canadian dollar. From aboutvill mean the number of accidents(Parkdale High Park) has
strongly reject calls for increasedhere, competing with the higher$1.3billionin 2005, machinery andwill increase, they say.” introduced an amendment to the
raw-log exports, says the Unitedexport price.” equipment spending in Canada’s “Imagine if 405 paramedics or employment standards act, seeking
Steelworkers, responding to the British Columbians have now awood manufacturing plants fell to police officers died onthe job overto change the definition of an
recent Truck Loggers Associationchoice, adds Matters: “stop theunder $1 billion in 2008. the last 20 years,” says Patrickemployee. Calling workers
convention in Victoria. “Log exports or completely lose ourEmployment has  fallen Dillon of the Provincial Building “individual businesses” rather
exports helped create the crisis imlomestic industry. If we put whatdramatically, as well. and Construction Trades Councithan employees, she says, is the
the first place,” counters we call an “equivalency tax’ on “By undermining profitability of Ontario, an umbrella group “new out”foremployers, whodon't
Steelworkers Wood Council chairexports - equal to the differencein the sawmilling and wood- representing more than 150,00have to pay benefits or even
Bob Matters. between the domestic and exponnanufacturing sectors, log exportavorkers. minimum wage. DiNovo notes that
The USW has released a chanprices for similar logs - exports have helped Kkill investment and The story of immigrant onlyone percentofall workplaces
indicating that over 70 wood- would dry up. That would drive jobs,” says Matters. “If you're workers killed on the job is notin Ontario ever see an inspector,
processing facilities have down the price of domestic logs.thinking of log exports as ournew. On March 17, 1960, five and that many of the inspectors do
permanently closed in BC sinceBig exporters like TimberWestandsaviour, better think again,” Italian construction workers diednot have construction
2000, including 33 in the Coastallsland Timberlands would howl Matters warns: when the underground tunnel inbackgrounds»
region. “These mills were but domestic sawmills and value-
significantly impacted by log added manufacturers would say
exports; some closed as a directopportunity’. They’d buy up more “R d T " f V h |
result,” notes Matters. “When welogs and create more jobs - maybe e e nt S Or an CO Uver O m e eSS
lose manufacturing plants, welosenvest in BC, something the
jobs.” He especially wants to rebutindustry hasn’t done for almost & Kimball Cariou As Pivot executive director Johnwrap up on Feb. 28.
claims that B.C. needs to exportecade. The big exporters WOU|OBy Richardson points out, one ofthe One councillor from the
more raw logs because the provinchave to either sell at the domestic With the Winter Olympics key promises made bygoverning Vision majority told
supposedly lacks processingorice orleave their trees standing.’coming to a city where an estimatedjovernments and the VancouveCBC News that the city opposes
capacity. “Exports have also killed 3,000 people live on the streetOrganizing Committee to win the “tent cities.” Kerry Jang even
“Exports caused closures,” heinvestment,” Matters adds. Recent/ancouver’s Pivot Legal Society 2010 games was an Olympichinted at unnamed “other groups”
says. As exports increase, iindustry Canada statistics showyill promote the “Red Tent” housinglegacy. Butlittle has beerwhich supposedly feel that Pivot
becomes harder for domestic millsdeclining corporate investment incampaign to end homelessness.achieved since Vancouver washas ulterior motives for launching
to get timber. “Exports drove up the Canadianwood manufacturing “Our goal is to persuade theawarded the Games, and in factsimply a PR campaign that's

the domestic price. More logs goindustry. Between 1999 and 2008ederal government to enact a exploiting homeless people
south or to Asia, to mills that caninvestment actually fell by aboutfunded National Housing Strategy for their own gain.”
pay a premium for a smallamoun®.1 percent per year, 12 percentithat will end homelessness and Je- But Laura Stannard of the

of high-quality wood. Domestic 2008. Investment fell every yearensure secure, adequate,
mills don’t have that luxury. from 2005 onward, largely due toaccessible and affordable
They’re competing withfirmsthat log exports, the Canada-UShousing for all persons !
need only a small amount of woodSoftwood Lumber Agreementandiiving in Canada,” says —

the Pivot website. “Our
dropped the ball.”

strategy is to use red
|Eﬂﬂﬂﬂl FOREST JOBS lﬂﬂ tents and like items as l EN ! The debate echoesasimilar
UHIIER L]BEEAL“: | symbols on the streets struggle around free speech
Hmr.::ﬁﬂ " and in the media to draw HOUSIHG '3 A HIG"rr rights during the Games.
attention to Canada’s Vision Mayor Gregor
homelessness crisis, educate thigomelessness has skyrocketed.Robertsonand hisfellow councillors
public about the need for afunded AB.C. Courtof Appeal decision argued for monthslastyearthat their
national housing strategy andon a case launched in Victoriadraconian bylaws regulating free
mobilize people across the countrypaved the way for the red tentspeech and distribution of materials
to pressure government to takeampaign. The court ruled inweresimplyanattemptto protectthe
action on homelessness.” December that the homeless categal rights of Olympic sponsors.
Housing and human rightsset up temporary camps inOnly apolitical and legal campaign
activists hope the bright red tentcommunities where no shelterby COPE city councillor Ellen
will attract international attention space is available. Pivot says it willWoodsworth and a wide range of
during the Olympics. The societywait until it hears more about thecivil rights advocates forced the
will distribute 500 tents, featuring city’s plans for addressing theVision majority to drasticallyamend
= = slogans such as “housing is éomeless crisis before distributingthe draconian bylaws.
Former BC Forestry Minister Rich Coleman is the target of this  right” and “end homelessnessthe tents, but city council willnot ~ (For more information, see
cartoon attacking Liberal policies. now!” meetagain until after the Olympicsredtents.org)

City Wide Housing
Coalition told CBC that
“This is a really important
campaign. The federal
governmenthas completely

e ——
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EDIT ORIALS

| SEE HER
WAGES SLASHED
AND HER BENERTS

REPUCED.,

| SEE MY
WAGES SLASHED
AND MY BEN
REPUCED.

Thoughts on the Haitian disaster

The terrible suffering of the people of Haiti - and their astonishing
solidarity and resilience - have moved the entire world since
January 12 earthquake. The catastrophe has led to an outpoufi
assistance from people everywhere.

mostimportant is to note the contrast between the needs of ordi
people, and the shocking burden imposed on our planet by the
race. Aid to Haitiis measured in afew billions, while the United S
alone pours atrillion dollars a year into its pursuit of global milithry
domination. Never has there been a more powerful argumet fo
slashing military waste and investing in the future of humanity.
We also point out the predictable and outrageous refusal df thq
North American corporate media to report on the enor o@
contributions of the Cuban people to their sisters and brothgrs if
Haiti. Not only was the isle of socialism the first country to render Je= 2%
effective aid after January 12, but Cuba has trained - free of chprgelaiits
- literally hundreds of Haitian doctors and other medical persoipnel.
The story of Cuban internationalism will be remembered long fter
U.S. imperialism has suffered its final defeat.
Finally (for now), it must never be forgotten that Canada joiped
with the U.S. and France to help overthrow the democratigally
elected president of Haiti, Jean-Bertrand Aristide, in the coup of|Feb
29, 2004. This shameful act placed Canada in the ranks of thg neo-

colonial thugs who have kept Haitians under the heel of oppregsion Economic Pessimist Economic Opfimf.ﬁ
for decades. Apologies and reparations from Canada should pe on
the agenda, not self-serving praise from politicians. S

Z mz@.ff

Greetings to CPC delegates

L etters to the Editor
e e ey vy acaes wic i 0lice abuse in “Hopenhagen”

the interests of the working class of Canada. Delegates to thg 36th
Convention of the Communist Party of Canada will meet at| the
Steelworkers’ Hall in Toronto, across the street from the his
building which was home to the CPC for decades.

Elected at provincial nominating meetings, the delegates
vivid reflection of activists from across the country, ranging frpm
young students to senior citizens. They come from a wide ranpe

Iwould like to share with our many isolated from the march by riot police. fraudcasting. Anne heard this term
readers what happened to people thathe march behind them was divertedvas being used most appropriately to
I know, Anne Feeney and her husban@round them. Only a few hundreddescribe such reporting. | think it will
entheywere involved in a peacefulpeople stayed on the outer perimetefyecome part of my vocabulary too.
otest in Copenhagen. Read on andccasionally chanting “letthem go!”  Anne has included some excerpts
. ) ) - ¢ ) 5 uwill see why she sent me this emaiFor a while it appeared that the copgrom a couple of these Danish right
national backgrounds, including Aboriginal, Quebecois, and Endlishss HoPENHAGEN. | want people towere attempting to cherry-pick their wing sites with the links to the original
Canadian, as well as from racialised minority communities, spegkingecome aware of such happenings thaanks and arrest only those they felDanish. Ekstra Badetis the Danish
f'ivarletyqflangyages. Many are trade union members, and MQSt k@ either not reported or reportedwere possibly part of the anarchismewspaper that reported
involved in various progressive movements - peace coalitipnsyvhich serve to distort the truth. Manyblack bloc that had completely escapedympathetically on the unprovoked
municipal reform groups, anti-poverty and social equality campalgnsf my friends in Canada havewell before the police stopped thempolice  roundup  of 1,000
Together with their sisters and brothers in the people’s movementsxperienced such occurrences butnow As the hours dragged on, the daydemonstrators. They quote a poor 66-
they struggle every day against the impact of the corporate agsaukge the Danish police wantto join ourturned to night, and the temperatureyear old painter named Haakon “Julie”
helping to organize fightbacks large and small. A bigger, stropgeCanadian and American disgracefuplummeted. ltbecameincreasingly cleat eonnartsod as the man of Anne
Communist Party willmake an enormous difference in strengthgningpolice and what they do to protestorsthat the cops were going to arresttherfreeney. “Feeney is a member of the
this fightback. Above the email | received from all - Belgians, French, Norwegians,relatively unknown Industrial Workers
What's different about these delegates is a shared commitnefAfne Feeney was a pictorial depictionSwedes, Germans and Danes - Haref the World, a legend in Communist
to go beyond resistance against neoliberal attacks and impefialRtawine glass filled with a Disneyland Krishnas, school kids, elderly tradecircles. She is a member of one of the
war. Their goal is to build a new society, one in which capitglis€ity atop acoca-colabottle with alabelunion activists, some puppetistas witfoldest terrorist organizations in the
exploitation and oppression in all its deadly forms are abolis heags!de it “A Bottle of Hope.” Above big papier mache cows thgtworld - Industrial Workers of the
forever. A society in which the wealth created by the working d asg“s isthe label HOPENHAGEN. Readoccasionally charged the police chantingVorld.” One does not need to add any

- - i u 1”

is our common property, democratically controlled by all to meejou nltosetflwpylg bottltehhke_the (I:oca Mgo‘:ﬁoooooo' e b Cgm”tr_‘ems about such absurd
fundamental needs, not to enrich greedy bosses or destrdy t 8:nn?e lfee?les lé?nailee\évlr::eg;k?cfﬂﬂooOeoefgpzsrtfs ear?gsetrggrfna;]e?;n plorr1;1r\]/ge“;:hosen to share with you
natural environment. A socialist Canada, in other words. y people. Y Y

No other party has such a bold vision of the future. At a timp (zger Swedish husband, Julie and helhusband, one of their Danish hostsome of these unreported horrendous
, L wn experiences in Copenhagerfromthe Tvind progressive educationviolations of people during this peaceful
unparallele(_:l QE_inger to our plan_et, that's why growing numbefs uring the international meeting onmovement engaged the cops in @rotest. | have talked to many other
people are joining the Communist Party. We send our best w|shggnal warning. She starts by sayingdialogue. Anne was told later that thepeople in Canada who have undergone
to the delegates to the 36th Convention, and we urge all who phafgs it jooked pretty obvious from the host told the cops that Anne was asimilar types of treatment during their
this vision to consider joining Canada’s party of socialism. time they arrived that the Summit wasfamous folksinger from the U.S. andnonviolent protests right here in
going to be a corporate affair. Insideher arrest would cause terribleCanada. | think many of us will be
the Bella Centre, site of the official embarrassment to the Danish policesurprised to learn that Denmark has
P EO PL E'S V O I C E Climate Summit, the poorest nationsTo her astonishment, the cops escortedow joined the ranks of such. Thank
were ostracized as the G20 met witltthem and the wagon on which she wagou, Anne, for sharing with us these
their corporate sponsors. The G2@o perform out of the area. occurrences so that many more people
leaders seemed to be determined to Those arrested were all handcuffedvill become aware of this type of
gather corporate goodies and theyehind their backs and made to sit owviolation of people’s rights and how
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People's Voice, 133 Herkimer St., Unit 502, Hamifton, ON, L8P 2H3 reported that the environment is inthe freezing street, sitting up with pervasive it has become.
Tel: 604.255.2041 Email: pvoice@telus.net the capable hands of Coca-Colatheir legs apart to accommodate the
Volunteers and contributors for this issue Siemens, and Monsanto! There wergerson arrested after them. As the Sofia Vuorinen, St. Catharines, ON
Dave Arland, Ed Bil, Sean Burton, hundreds of thousands of activistshours wentby, many ofthosearrested _ . .
Sam Hammond, Darrell Rankin, Liz Rowley, trying to keep the delegates honestended up peeing their pants. Julie wag® N\
Gurpreet Singh, and our mailers in However, Denmark really went atthe back of one of those rows, witt] Renew |
Vancouver & Toronto. berserkin anticipation of the summit.many people leaning back agains I
. . , . There were laws passed that can bkim. He had no back support excezl tOday!
Editor: Kimball CariouBusiness ManagerSam Hammond called fascist in nature. They werefor his handcuffed hands. When th I
Editorial Board: Kimball Cariou, Miguel Figueroa, allowing for mass arrests and the rightops finally came to haul himoffto] Check your label 1
Doug Meggison, Naomi Rankin, Liz Rowley, Jim Sacouman to detain people without charge forthe pokey and instructed him to ge |
up to 40 days. up, but he couldn’t. The cop helpeé Please check the
They marched in the 100,000him to his feet, sized him up and too address label on the !
LETTERS strong permitted march throughpity on him. He undid Julie’s | _frontpageto see if it's |
, . downtown Copenhagen. The policehandcuffs and escorted him to thq] time to renew. Readers |
_People’s Voice welcomes your letters. We reserve the presence was overwhelming. Aboutperimeter, and even loaned himace§ who find "2010/02/01" I
right to edit for length and clarity, and to refuse to prinf 34 of a mile into the march, as theyphone so that he could let us knov\! on their label, for
letters which may be libellous or which contain personal younded a bend, a couple hundredhat he hadn’t been taken to the jail example, will have I
attacks. Send your views to: "Letters to the Editor"| pjack-clad youngsters ran through Julie was interviewed by Danish]] their subscriptions |
706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, BC, V5L 3J1 or their procession and out the othemainstream television, and also by] expire with this issue, |
pvoice@telus.net side. W(;th(;nb n;]omdent;, tfheyI Weredsr:)mle Slwedish ne\;vshpapers t(;]att(Tst]) February 1-28 , 2010. I
' . : . . surrounded by hundreds of police andhe lawlessness of the Danish police® "t mi i
Pe0p|e$ V.Olce artl_cles may be rep_“”ted V_VlthOUt dozens of paddy wagons and policdenmark’s growing right wing is bon t_mlss aSIr&gIel |
permission provided the source is credited q ing thei : copy - renew today:
. 0gs. About 1,000 were completelydeveloping their own FOX-like News N\ o oo s s o s s s @
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Tens of thousands rally against “Rogue Harper”

figure for a grassroots movementemonstration, speakers and signsiorse year for working people. AsTories and the opposition parties.
organized injust a couple of weekavent beyond the immediate topic othe March 3 return of ParliamentThe Jan. 23 rallies were a good
In a powerful show of anger in the middle of winter, largely by anger at Harper's abuse ofnears, itwillbe even more crucial tobeginning for this movement - but
against the Harper government’aising Facebook and other sociaParliamentary democracy. Manyturn up the heat on the Harpeithe pressure must keep building!
shut-down of Parliament, networking sites. young participants focused on the
Canadiansralliedinsome 60 cities The understandable Tory government'’s refusal to take
and towns across the country omutpouring of public response toserious action on climate change
January 23. Supporters ofthe terrible devastation of theandits scandalous attemptto cove
“Canadians Against Proroguingearthquake in Haiti may well haveup torture of Afghan detainees
Parliament” (CAPP) also organizedaffected the turnout for the Jan. 23The fact that the Parliamenta
protestsin Dallas, Costa Rica, Sanallies. But the huge geographicabpposition parties were largely
Francisco, London, and New York.range of the CAPP protests was anbservers at the Jan. 23 even
Preliminary estimatesindicatedunmistakable signal that thefurther highlighted the reality that|
that over 27,000 people took part irpatience of voters with the Harpercriticism of the Tories is becoming
32 of theserallies. The largestwaJ ories is waning fast. Severalmore deeply-rooted among young
in Toronto, where the turnout wasrecent opinion polls found supportactivists whose attention is usually
over 6,000. Some 2,000 marched téor the Tories sinking from a latedirected towards the extra-
Victory Square in downtown 2009 level of about 40%, down toparliamentary arena. That coulg
Vancouver, and the Victoria rally just over 30% by mid-January. spell big trouble for Harper
was estimated at 1,500. The Jan. 23 protests also pointe@/henever circumstances finally lead
While many events in small toother difficulties facing the Tories, to another federal election.
townswere smallerinsize, itappearsspecially the prominent role of Unfortunately, the labour
thatthe total participationwas moreyoung people among themovement was not highly visible
than 30,000. That's an impressiveorganizers. At nearly everyatmany ofthe Jan. 23 events, unlik
environmental and anti-war
groups. This may reflect the
challenge of mobilizing trade
unions quickly during a sudden
upsurge of popular anger. But thd
result was a missed opportunity td
build a broader struggle to block
the Harper government's
impending attacks on social
spending.
Over the next few weeks, the
corporate media and the Harpe
government will try to shift
attention away from the
prorogation debacle, using th
distraction of the Winter Olympics.

PV Commentary

YOU ARE NO PARLIAMENT.
| SAY YOU ARE NO PARLIAMENT:
| WILL PUT AN END TO YOUR SITTING

But the fundamental issues facing HE LORD PROTECTOR
working people will not disappear 3 : : 3

Above, some of the 2,000 protesters at Victory Square in during this circus. The news that 5 I'E rll:l EN H A RFLH

Vancouver. Below, Communist Party members and friends brave 500,000 Canadians are running ou PROROGUES PARLIAMENT

the cold at the anti-prorogation in Halifax on Jan. 23. of El benefits proves that if 5 " X . o
anything, 2010 may be an evel fisea. i oy Ee i

o [P T '-"— =

e, 1!&!!1‘!"! ‘!’!ﬁ

“Don’t treat quake victims as enemy”

In a Jan. 19 statement, thesolidarity and a quietdeterminatiorcomfortable with that choice, an
Canada Haiti Action Network to survive prevail. Reports on CBGwhat s the purpose of this military
expressed deep concerns abouielevision and radio were sayingshow of strength?”

[®X

the militarization of relief efforts the same thing. The group says th
inHaitiand exaggeratedreporting Meanwhile, Canada’s earthquake victims need food,
on “looting” and violence. emergency relief teams were serwater, medical treatment and

“There is an exaggerated focushome, told they will not be deployedshelter, not guns pointed at the
on unlawfulness,” said one the RogerAnnisof CHAN's affiliate  In February 2004, some 5
group’s representatives inin Vancouver commented,Canadian troops were dispatchgd
Toronto, NirajJoshi. “Takingfood “Canada’s Minister of Foreignto Haiti as part of a UN Securi
and water from destroyed storedffairs told the country on JanuaryCouncil-endorsed mission th
does not constitute looting. Itis an16 that its disaster relief teams arollowed the overthrow of itg
instinct of human survival, causednot equipped for Haiti, that only elected governmentand exile ofits
by the failure of the international soldiers can do the job. Canadianslected president, Jean Bertrahd
relief effort to provide timely and have apparently been labouringristide. News services now

—

_ effective assistance.” under the false impression that itseport a growing clamour in the
Canadians have shown generous support for the people of Haiti. Aweekafterthe deadly quake disaster relief teams are able tpoor neighbourhoods of Haiti fop
Many also continue to extend solidarity with Palestinians in Gaza, many poor neighbourhoods inhand_le eartth_Jake dlsasters.’_’ the return of the only president in
where the Israeli government (backed by the Harper Tories) are Port-au-Prince had yet to see “Like Wash_mgt_on," he sald, their recent history who too
stillimposing a deliberate humanitarian tragedy on the population. any assistance. Yet reports fromfOttawa h_as quite S|rr_1ply prlorltlze(_j measures to alleviate the|r
Thisrallyin Montreal last month was one of many recentsolidarity | CHAN's colleagues and friendsthe sending of its military to Haiti suffering.
actions, leading up to the annual "Boycott Israeli Apartheid" in Port au Prince say that humarover disaster relief. Are Canadians (http://canadahaitiaction.ca)

campaign across Canadain March.
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CPC-36

Toronto, Feb. 5-7, 2010

A larger, more influential Communist Party

The Communist Party will
hold its 36th Central
Convention over the Feb. 5-
7 weekend in Toronto.
People’s Voice is reprinting
parts of the Draft

Resolution which is
currently being discussed
by party members across
Canada. The following
excerpts are from the final
section of the Resolution.

To become larger, more
effective, and more influential in
the working class movement,
among youth, and among wome
- this is the most urgent and
decisive task. All efforts in the next
three years must be directed t
accomplish this objective. A
stronger Communist Party will
mean a stronger, more effective
labour movement, a stronger an
more united left, and a stronger| s
more effective fightback. g 3

Party clubs and committeed™ " #

across the country must takepntario Communistleader Liz Rowley marching withYoung Communist League members.
stock, and take whatever measures

o
-

Party of Canada. In every respect,
the history of the CPC is the
history of the class struggle in
Canada. Ourroots are sunk in the
rich experience of working class
struggles throughout the
decades. Many of our leaders were
also mass and labour leaders of
some of the most significant
strugglesin Canadian history. Our
history is closely linked to the
fight for universal socialized
medicine, for universal public
pensions, for unemployment
insurance, for trade union rights
including the right to strike, for
women’s rights including
reproductive choice, pay and
employment equity, for the rights
ofthe Aboriginal peoples and new
immigrants, the fight for Canadian
sovereignty, democratic and
equality rights, and the right to
live free of the threat of nuclear
annihilation.

We will mark this anniversary
not simply to remember the past,
but to light up the future. Another
world is possible, urgent, and

are necessary to stre_ngthen theitongratulations are due to theeffective work for both our including assigning young Partynecessary, and Communists today
Leninist core, and their links with hard work of all young comradesorganizations, more visibility and members to the YCL and inwill fightto force openthose doors

the working class and peopledeading this work...
movements. Every club and Wherever the YCL and Party supporters and new contacts alikeactivities as best we can.
committee should have anwork very closely together, this The Party will continue to support

broader outreach to memberssupporting their initiatives and to social progress and socialism

with as much determination and

2011 will mark the 90th commitment as those who came

organizer, education director,has helped to ensure morehe YCL in every way possible, anniversary of the Communistbeforens

press director, and plan of work.

E‘.’tﬁ%c'”b should be gonn?c?fc' "Our history is closely linked to the fight for universal
with the main orgamzations IN11S o i ized medicine, for universal public pensions, for

area of responsibility, including . . .
the labour councils and local Uneémployment insurance, for trade union rights

affiliates, peace organizations, includingtherighttostrike, forwomen’srightsincluding

youth and women’s reproductive choice, pay and employment equity, for
organizations, and the fightback the rights ofthe Aboriginal peoples and newimmigrants,
movements and coalitions ineact yhe fight for Canadian sovereignty, democratic and

ﬁqriﬁ:t'ivg \I,yhbesre\s/g:) ;(I)Csjsitba}lé?n tt,:]: equality rights, and the right to live free of the threat of

struggles developing in their Nuclear annihilation."
areas, giving particular attention
to strikes, picket-lines, I}
workplaces, struggles of thef###="
unemployed and unorganized, an |
struggles involving youth. -
....Shortly after our 35th
Convention, the Young}|,
Communist League of Canadawal
successfully refounded after gy
long absence dating back to 199
From afledgling start, itis now an|
established and very active |
organization from coast to coasiiil
in English-speaking Canada and,
Québec. The YCL has bee
particularly active on campus ang
has developed relations wit
many other youth organizationg
throughits work, and has resume
its international work through
membership in the World
Federation of Democratic Youth
(WFDY). It is publishing Rebel
Youth on a more regular basis, a
well as maintaining its own
website, blogs, etc. CPCleader Miguel Figueroaatrallyto "bring the troops home now."

TAKE PR

defend Medicare.

T r 'E'

| _-J{’ j

it S

OFITS QUT OF MEDICINE

NO TWO-TIER HEALTH CARE

Taking part in an early morning picket in North Vancouver to

| ; UM:;'

e A\

Communist Party banner on Vancouver's Burrard Street Bridge
during the World Peace Forum.

Members of the Edmonton Club at a May Day rally.
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The Lesson Of Haliti

read that an earthquake of thdirst great social revolution in our country should not existin any partthat wishes to save the lives of the

By Fidel Castro, January

magnitude of 7.3 is equivalent tohemisphere. Pages ofof the planet, where tens ofHaitian people andrehabilitate the
14, 2010 > : P n Hattianpeop

! the energy released by an explosiomsurmountable glory were writtenthousands of cities and townsnjured.

Two days ago, at almost sixof400,000tons of TNT.... there. Napoleon’s most eminentabound in similar or worse Another significant number of

o'clockinthe evening Cubantime The tragedy has genuinelygeneralwas defeated there. Haitiisonditions, by virtue of an unjustyoung Haitians are currently
and when, given its geographicamoved a significant number ofthe net product of colonialism andinternational economic and politicalstudying medicine in Cuba.
location, night had already fallenpeople, particularly those inwhichimperialism, of more than oneorder imposed on the world. We are also cooperating with
in Haiti, television stations beganthat quality is innate. But perhapscentury of the employment of its The world population is not the Haitian people in other areas
to broadcast the newsthata violentery few of them have stopped tchuman resources in the toughestinly threatened by naturalwithin our reach. However, there
earthguake - measuring 7.3 on theonsider why Haiti is such a poorforms of work, of military disasters such as that of Haiticanbe nootherform of cooperation
Richter scale - had severely struclkcountry. Why does almost 50% ofinterventions and the extraction ofwhich is a just a pallid shadow ofworthy of being described as such
Port-au-Prince. The seismicits population depend on familyits natural resources. what could take place inthe planethan fighting in the field of ideas
phenomenon originated from aremittances sent from abroad? This historic oversight would asaresultof climate change, whictand political action in order to put
tectonic fault located in the seaWhy not analyze the realities thatnot be so serious if it were not forreally was the object of ridicule, an end to the limitless tragedy
just 15 kilometers from the Haitian led Haiti to its current situation andthe real fact that Haiti constitutesderision, and deception insuffered by a large number of
capital, a city where 80% of thethis enormous suffering as well? the disgrace of our era, in a worldCopenhagen. nations such as Haiti.
population inhabit fragile homes The most curious aspect of thiswhere the exploitation and pillage It is only just to say to all the  The head of our medical brigade
built of adobe and mud. story is that no one has said afthe vast majority of the planet’'scountries and institutions thatreported: “The situation is difficult,
The news continued almostsingle word to recall the fact thatinhabitants prevails. have lost citizens or personnebutwe have already started saving
without interruption for hours. Haitiwasthefirstcountryinwhich  Billions of people in Latin because of the natural disaster ifives.” He made that statementin a
There was no footage, but it wast00,000 Africans, enslaved andAmerican, Africa and Asia are Haiti: we do not doubt that in this succinct message hours after his
confirmed that many public trafficked by Europeans, rose upsuffering similar shortagescase, the greatest effort will bearrival yesterday in Port-au-Prince
buildings, hospitals, schools andagainst 30,000 white slave masteralthough perhaps not to such amade to save human lives andvith  additional medical
more solidly-constructed facilitieson the sugar and coffeedegree as in the case of Haiti.  alleviate the pain of this long- reinforcements.
were reported collapsed. | haveplantations, thus undertaking the Situations like that of that suffering people. We cannotblame Later that night, he reported that
them for the natural phenomenorCuban doctors and ELAM’s Haitian
that has taken place there, even fjraduates were being deployed

d t ith th licyth hout th . They had
IMF to Haiti: freeze publlc wages we do not agree wih the polcythroughout the counry. They had

Butl have to expressthe opinionin Port-au-Prince, immediately
'?{'

Internet posting by Richard

K that it is now time to look for real establishing and putting into
m

Since a devastating earthquak

and lasting solutions for that sisteroperation a hospital that had not
rocked Haiti on Jan. 12, there’
beenalotofwell-intentioned chatte

wo nation. collapsed and using field hospitals
In the field of healthcare andwhere necessary. They were

B other areas, Cuba - despite beingreparing to swiftly set up other

. L poor and blockaded country - hasenters for emergency care.

andtwitter abouthow © help Haitl, AN uup. been cooperating with the Haitian We feel a wholesome pride for
Folks have been donating million . : .
of dollars. people for many years. Around;he cooperationthat, inthese tragic
Butit's also time to stop having { 400 doctors and healthcare expertimstances, Cuba doctors and young

a conversation about charity and a;]e offetrintgr]] thﬁir.ts.,ervices 1;reeo ofHaitiar;fdog:torsWhogaiTﬁd in Cubg\
start having a conversation abou 8 a:ge othe ?('. lan peop((je. .U|a.ret 0 .er:_r:g_t_?ur rothers an
justice - about recovery, octors are working every day insisters in Haiti

responsibility and fairness. What | 227 of the country’s 337
the world should be pondering | communes. On the other
instead is: What is Haiti owed? hand, at least 400 young i1

Haiti's vulnerability to natural keepthe French and other Westeraid, furthering Haiti's dependence!@itians have trained as b
disasters, its food shortagespowersfromenforcinganembargopn foreign assistance while also doctorsinourhomeland. They P da iafian
poverty, deforestation and lack ofit agreed to pay 150 million francsfunneling money back to US “will now work with the 4
infrastructure, are not accidentalin reparations to French slaveagribusiness. reinforcement brigade which
To say that it is the poorest natiorowners (yes, that's right, freed A 2008 report from the Center ravelled there yesterday to iy, 40

in the Western hemisphere is teslaves were forced to compensatéor International Policy points out S.‘i“’et.“ve_?hm th'_?hc”tt'cal _I-'-T-: e e,
miss the point; Haiti was made pootheir former masters for their liberty). thatin 2003, Haiti spent $57.4 million SI uallc;n.ﬁ tug".w' ou q ANY psine o i— o
- by France, the United States, Grednh order to do that, they borrowedto service its debt, while total tScF))eC::_aoeo Oor dg'gg)rrnsa Z'nudp P e gl i il

Britain, other Western powers andmillions from French banks andforeign assistance for education
by the IMF and the World Bank. thenfromthe US and Germany. Adealth care and other services wa

Now, in its attempts to help Haiti, Alex von Tunzelmann pointed out,a mere $39.21 million. In other Mopilized, almostall of whom
the IMF is pursuing the same kinds'by 1900, it [Haiti] was spending 80 words, under a system of putanveare already there willing to
of policies that made Haiti apercent of its national budget onbenevolence, Haiti paid back more cooperate withany other state
geography of precariousness everepayments.” than it received. As Paul Farmer
before the quake. To greatfanfare, It took Haiti 122 years, but in noted in our pages after hurricaneg

the IMF announ(':ed a new $100i947 the nation paid off a’bout 60whipped the country in 2008, Haiti C C FA ap p eal S fo r

million loan to Haiti on Jan. 14. In percent, or 90 million francs, of thisis “a veritable graveyard of
one crucial way, the loan is a goodlebt (it was able to negotiate adevelopment projects.” = AdLE
thing; Haiti is in dire straits and reduction in 1838). In 2003, then- So what can activists do in ald to H altl
needs a massive cash infusionPresidentAristide called on Franceaddition to donating to a charity?
Butthe newloanwas made througho pay restitution for this sum - One long-term objective is to get| ~ The Canada-CubaFriendship Association (Toronto) is helping
the IMF’s extended credit facility, valued in 2003 dollars at over $21the IMF to forgive all $265 million | to raise funds to assist Cuba in its Haitian relief campaign. A
to which Haiti already has $165billion. Afew months later, he was of Haiti's debt (that's the $165 | earlyasJanuary 13, Cubadispatched aplaneload of doctors an
millionin debt. Debtreliefactivists ousted in a coup d’etat; he claimanillion outstanding, plus the $100| other medical personnel and equipment from its Henry Reeve
tell me that these loans came witthe left the country under armedmillion issued this week). In the | Brigade. Within24 hours ofarrivalthey reported having performed
conditions, including raising pressure from the US. shortterm, Haiti’s IMF loans could | over 100 emergency surgeries. This Brigade is a complement
prices for electricity, refusingpay  Then of course there are thebe restructured to come from thg the 400 Cuban doctors who have been there helping develog
increases to all public employeesstructural adjustment policiesIMF'’s rapid credit facility, which | health services. Cubahas alsotrained alarge number of Haitian
exceptthose making minimumwagémposed by the IMF and World doesn’t impose conditions like [ doctors at their International School of Medicine in Cuba.
and keeping inflation low. They Bank in the 1990s. In 1995, forkeepingwages andinflationdown|  Afterthe earthquakein Pakistan, over 1,000 Cuban physiciang
say that the new loans wouldexample, the IMF forced Haitito  Indeed, debt relief is essential and medical personnel were dispatched to help the victims.
impose these same conditions. licutits rice tariff from 35 percentto to Haiti's future. It recently had An appeal from the CCFA says, “We want to support Cuba’s
other words, in the face of this3 percent, leading to a massiveabout$1.2 billionindebtcancelled,| efforts to provide the people of Haiti with what they need most
latesttragedy, the IMF is still usingincrease in rice-dumping, the vasbutit still owes about $891 million, | -doctorsto help ease their suffering.” 100% of all donations will
crisis and debt as leverage to compehajority of which came from the all of which was lentto the country| be used to help Cubato continue and increase its aid to Haiti by|
neoliberal reforms. United States. As a 2008 Jubiledrom 2004 onward. $429 million of | sending more trained physicians, medical equipment, food and
For Haiti, this is history USA report notes, although thethat debt is held by the Inter-| clothing. The CCFAcampaignisworkingdirectly withthe Cuban
repeated. As historians havecountry had once been a neAmerican Development Bank| Embassy in Ottawa and the Consulate in Toronto.
documented, the impoverishmenexporter of rice, “by 2005, three out(IDB), to whom Haiti is scheduled Cheques should be made payable to: Mackenzie-Papinea
of Haitibegan inthe earliest decadesf every four plates of rice eaten into make $10 million in payments| Memorial Fund, with “Cuba for Haiti” on the memo line.
of its independence, when Haiti’sHaiti came from the US.” During nextyear. Obviously, that's money| Charitable receipts will be issued by the Mackenzie-Papineat
slaves and free gens de couleuthis period, USAID invested better spentonsaving Haitian live§ Memorial Fund (Charitable Org - Revenue Canada Reg, #8887
rallied to liberate the country from heavily in Haiti, but this “charity” and rebuilding the country in the| 9197 RR0O001).
the French in 1804. But by 1825,came not in the form of grants tomonths ahead; the cancellation of  Mail donations to: Mackenzie-Papineau Memorial Fund &
Haitiwas livingunderanewkind of develop Haiti’s agricultural the entire sum would free up| Friendsofthe Mac-Pap Battalion, Int'l Brigades, Attn: S. Skup
bondage - external debt. Inorder tanfrastructure, but in direct food precious capitat. 56 Riverwood Terrace, Bolton, ON, L7E 1S4.

Qealthcare experts can be
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Global class struggle

Tekel Workers on immediate action to create jobsWorkers had beenrefusingto driveLyon, were detained a day earlieunder the direction of US parent
) reform health care, stop catering taunsafe trains after a fatal accidenby workers angry over the company General Motors. Reilly,
hunger strike Wall Street and address the needsccurred in October 2009. shutdown and loss of 120 jobswho is head of both GM Europe

of workers. Summarizing the An ITF delegation visited After spending the night in aand Opel/Vauxhall, has said that
Four Turkish workers were takenfindings, MoveOn.org said votersThailand January 11-15 tofactory meeting room, the 8,300 jobswill be cutfrom atotal of
to a hospital as aresult of a hungeworry that Democrats in powerinvestigate the case and monitomanagers tried to persuade thenore than 50,000 across Europe.

strike that began on Jan. 19:‘have not done enough to combasafety standards on the railwaysangry workers to let them go. “It's an absolute catastrophe
Workers at Tekel, Turkey’s former the policies of the Bush era.”  The delegation found that the *“Thereisnoothersolutionthanfor Belgian workers and
state-owned alcohol and tobacco governmentand managementhatb let us out. The companymanufacturing,” Walter Cnop, of
monopoly, including many women, N\ failed to invest in the railways for directors have stripped us of outhe Belgian CSC union’s
started a hunger strike in front of( many years, and concluded thamandate to negotiate,” said factorymetalworkers’ branch, told the
the Confederation of Turkish Labor the case against the workers hadirector Laurent Dousselin. media. Cnop blasted management

been motivated by attemptsto stop A court ordered the immediate“arrogance” and a decision he said
the union from taking further release ofthe fourmenbutajusticevas “based on political
industrial action. It called for the official who turned up at the factory considerations in no way assessed
SRT’s claim for 300 million baht to meet with them was blockedon economic grounds.”

Unions headquarters in Ankara
saying they would stage a “deatl]
fast”iftheir demands were not met
Ambulances were present at thg

site as well as doctors. (US$9.1 million)indamages againstfrom entering. GM had planned to sell Opel/
Thousands of Tekel workers havd the union for the industrial action  “No one has the right to treat usVauxhall to a Canadian company
been protesting since mid-Decembs to be withdrawn. like trash and getrid of us with justand a Russian bank, but changed

The ITF said the company must6,000 euros (8,500 dollars),” saidits mind last November and decided
former monopoly. The sell-off foster a no-blame culture ofone worker. Union officials were to restructure the carmaker and cut
obliges workers to either quit their o transparency where workers arelemanding a lay-off package ofits output capacity by 20 percent.
jobs or accept work in another stat\ ) rewarded for highlighting safety 28,500 euros per worker, but the
institution with lower wages and concerns rather than punishedSwedish headquarters WereStrike at Nokia’ S
fewer benefits. The former Tekel “Workers have the right to stoprefusing to negotiate while the
workers will be employed in work under unsafe conditions.bosses were being held. Indian factory
temporary positions at other publicvale aims to break Management must acknowledge Akersannounced three months
institutions under Article 4/C of Law - that humans make errors and iago that it planned to shut down Employees at Nokia’s mobile
No. 657 in Turkey, which will cause Sudbury union must be complemented by propethe Fraisses plant in June, citing &dandset manufacturing plant in
awage reduction by almost half, and safety devices.” collapsein customer orders. FrenciChennai, India, walked off the job
the loss of some of their rights. Vale Inco’s hard line with  ThelTF alsowarned thatunlessvorkers lastyear carried out a serieafter the company suspended some
striking workers at its Sudbury, the government acted urgently taof “bossnappings” to proteststaff pending an inquiry. The
Will Democrats Ontario, nickel operations is anend the conflict and reinstate thdayoffs, but this was the first suichsuspended employees are
. attempt to break the Canadiarfiredworkers, the ITFwould make action in recent months. reported to have committed “acts
listen to workers? unions, market sources have told complaint to the International of serious misconduct,” the
the American Metal Market Labour Organization. Opel to close company said in a statement.
Votersinthe Jan. 19 Massachuwebsite, AMM.com. “Word is that ] About 2,000 staff joined the
setts byelection for a vacantVale is trying to bust the union Strike ends at Be|g|an p|ant strike on Jan. 19 after 63 employees
Senate seat sent a strong signaitirely and may already have done ) were suspended. Nokia has about
that they want results on healthso,” a nickel trader said. ArcelorMittal’s German car company Opelwill 8,000 staff at the facility.
care reform, job creationandfixing Vale SA’s size and outlook, . closeits plantin Antwerp, Belgium, India’s manufacturing sector
the economy. Voters also had a@ombined with a situation in which Algerla plant later this year, GM Europe has strong trade unions, unlike the
message for Democrats: ignorethtondon  Metal Exchange ) ) announced on Jan. 21. “We mussoftware services and business
working class at your peril. That'swarehouses are well stocked and A nine-day strike at make this announcement now s@rocess outsourcing industries.
the analysis posted on the AFL{rices have been unexpectedly\rcelorMittal’s steel complex in that we can secure a viable futurdhe standoff was triggered after a
ClO’s“Now Blog”. strong, give the Brazilian companyAlgeria has ended after thefor the entire Opel and Vauxhallworker was asked to report for a
Some 79 percent of voters pollecan opportunity to deal with the company agreed to workergperations,” GM Europe Presidentlifferent shift, which he refused to
on election night said the mostunions from a position of strength,demands thatit keep a coking plangjick Reilly said in a statement. Thedo. After he was suspended, more
important issue was electing asources said. open, a union leader said on Jappe site employs 2,600 workers. workers began to protest and were
candidate who will strengthenthe “Vale is an iron ore company, 21 _ Opelandits British sister brandalso suspended. The union said
economy and create more jobshota nickel company,”aproducer - We have decided to stop ouryayxhall have launched “athat production of nearly 100,000
Controlling health care costs wassource said. “Inco’s bread ancstrike after Arcelor agreed toprogramme of deep restructuring’mobile handsets was disrupted.
nextontheir list, at 54 percent. Thebutter was nickel and the Sudburyenovate the coking plant as soon
poll, conducted by Hart Researctoperations, and the union alway$S Possible,” local union leader . : "
Associates among 810 voters foknewthat. Butat Vale, nickel is justSmain Kouadriatold Reuters. “This Many items in our Global Class
the AFL-CIO, found that although a round-off on the bottom line.” i aVvictory forus and we willcome Strugg|e" column are from the
voters without a college degree “Vale is making money hand Pack to work tomorrow.” -
favoured Barack Obama by 2loverfistand canaffordto digtheir ArceélorMittal is the world’s Labour Start website,
percentage points in the 200gheels in. Itis an entirely different largest steelmaker. The complex wWWW .labourst art.org
election, Democratic candidateset of circumstances (to dealing’€@rthe town of Annaba, produced

to oppose the privatization of the|

Martha Coakley lost that samewith Inco),”asecond nickel traderabout 750,000 tonnes of flat and . -

group by a 20-point margin.  said. long steel products in 2009, mosf” Send me information N
AsAFL-CIO PresidentRichard ~ United Steelworkers union Ofitdestinedfor Algeria’s domestic the C ist

Trumka pointed out, Local 6500, which represents 3,00dnarketbutwith some alsoexporteg  ON € LOMMUNIS

Massachusetts voters have thstrikingworkers at Sudbury. “Inco t0 the Mediterranean region| pqr

same goals for reforming healthforms such a small part of theirArcelorMittal had said there was g ty of Canada
care, creating good jobs andVale’'s) overall operations and question mark over whetheritwad The Communist Party of Canada, formed in 1921, has a proud histor} of
strengthening the economy as thetheir customer market share tha@conomlca! to renovate. fighting for jobs, equality, peace, Canagiian in_dependence, and_social sm.
did in November 2008 - but theycansustainastrike forlonger,” The coking plant was closed] The CPC does muchmore than run candidates in elections. We think thefight
President Obama and theaccording to Wayne Fraser Since October 2009 over safety against big business and its parties is a year-round job, so our membefs are
Democrats have done too little. USW's District 6 director. concerns. Workers went out or] @active across the country, to build our party and to help strengthen people’s

s - strike because thev said permanefit movementson a wide range of issues. All our policies and leadership ar set
Voters showed they don't think Y b democratically by our members. To find out more about Canada’s partf of

Democrats have “overreached.” I closure WC_)uld lead to severa socialism, contact the nearest CPC office.

Infact, 47 percentsaidtheirk_)iggerlT_F backs Thai hundred job |0$§e€- AllJﬂlQn _

concern about Democrats is tharaﬂway workers representatives said the Algeria Central Committee CPC

they haven't succeeded in making government will provide 290A Danforth Ave, Toronto, Ont., M4K 1N6

needed change, rather than trying The International Transportassistance with investment il Ph. (416)469-2446 Fax (416)469-4063 E-mail <info@cpc-pcc.da>
to make too many changes todNorkers Federation (IFT) hasmedernising the plantup to 2014] .. communiste du Quebeqsectiondu  Saskatchewan CPC

quickly (32 percent)_ called on the Thai govemment to Parti communiste du Canada) ) Email: <mail@communist-party-sk.ca>
. . . . 5430, av. Trans-Island, Montréal, QC,
The results puts a lie to thereinstate six railway workers who Fre nCh WO rke rs H3W 3A5 Ottawa CPC
corporate media spin thatwere dismissed after they took Tel: (514)737-7817 Cel: (514)212-3857 o 0132327108
Democrats have gone “too far” inindustrial action. The call follows a freeh OStag es E-mail: <pueblo@sympatico.ca> Manitoba Commitiee CPC
. . . . . 387 Selkirk Ave., Winnipeg, R2W 2M3
pushing areform agenda. Nor wad hai labour relations committee B.C. Committee CPC Telffax: 204-586.7824

706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, V5L 3J1

the election result about healthvote onJan. 15 againstthe sackings Fourmanagers held captive atf 10" c)s 5610836 Fax: 604-254.9803  ontario Giee, CPC

care reform. Republican winnerofworkers fromthe city of Hat Yai, Swedish-owned metals plant irf§ e-mai: cpbc@telus.net 200A Danforth Ave.. Toronto, M4K 1N6
Scott Brown actually lost amongrepresented by the ITF-affiliatedFrance were released on Jan. 1 ggmonton crc Tel: 416-469-2446
the 59 percent of voters who pickedState Railway Workers’ Union of afterworkerstookradicalactionin| Box 68112, 70 Bonnie Doon PO Hamilton Ctee. CPC
health care as one of their top twdThailand (SRUT). The workers a bid to press demands for bettgr FIMPORAC F3C B o o 265 Melvin Ave., Apt. 815
issues (50 percent for Coakley anavere fired by the State Railways ofseverance pay. The factory'y = Tel: 905-548-9586
46 percent for Brown). Thailand (SRT) lastyear after takingdirector, human resources direct Unitg#ff 19 Radcliffe Close SE, Atlantic Region CPC
Other polls show the need forpartinindustrial action to highlight and two other bosses at the Ake

Calgary, T2A 6B2 Tel: 403-248-6489 Box 70, Grand Pré, NS, BOP 1MO
Democrats in Congress to takesafety concerns on the railwaysplant in Fraisses, southwest o Telffax: 902-542-7981 "/
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CODIR appeals for political prisoners

The Committee forthe DefenceEvin Prison section 209. Atieh metwith violentresponses by theAssistant General Secretarywith the Iranian campaigners for
of the Iranian People’s RightsYousefi was allowed to meet hersecurity forces. Jamshid Ahmadisaid, “Itis simply peace, democracy and social
(CODIR)is calling for the release family on January 1. Itisnotknown  The wave of arrests at the enchot acceptable that thejustice.”
of hundreds of people following where Reza al-Bashais being heldof December was the mostgovernment of Iran is able to act CODIR has urged supporters
mass arrestsin Iran on December The three are amongstextensiveyet. Oppositionwebsitewith impunity and round up aroundthe worldto contact Iranian
27-28,2009. The arrests followedhundreds detained without chargelaras suggests that at least 13Gfpponents in this manner. Theauthorities to oppose torture of
protests during the Shi'a Muslimor trial by the government of thewere arrested across Iran, andegime is adopting a strategy ofprisoners, to demand their right to
festival of Ashura which took Islamic Republic, with little orno human rights groups calculateboth silencing opposition activistssee families and lawyers, and to
place on Dec. 27. accessto their families, lawyers otthat at least 300 of these prisonerand arresting the journalists whareceive fair legal treatment.

Amongst those arrested wereappropriate medical treatment. Theare being held in Evin Prison incan tell the real story of what isEstablished in 1981, CODIR has
Leily Afshar, a 29 year old arrests follow a long pattern of Tehran. Jaras also notes that oveyoing on in Iran. Ensuring thatconsistently campaigned to
photographer who was pulled fromarrest and detention following the180 journalists, human rightsword of their actions reaches theexpose human rights abusesinthe
her car by plainclothes officials disputed election of June 12, 200%ctivists and members of politicalinternational community is vital. Islamic Republic of Iran, working
near a demonstration; Atiehwhich saw Mahmoud parties linked to Mir Hossein We must make it clear that theirclosely with trade unions, Britain’s
Yousefi, a women’s rights Ahmadinejad installed as theMousavi and former presidentbehaviour is not acceptable andstop the War Coalition and other
campaigner arrested in the city ofranian president for a secondKhatami have been detained. that people around the world will peace movements, political parties
Rasht; and Reza al-Basha, a Syriaterm. Subsequent protests have Speaking on Behalf of CODIR, continue to speak out in solidarityand other groups.
national studying in Iran who
works as a part time reporter for,
Dubai TV.

Permitted one phone call to he
family, Leily Afshar confirmed that
she was being held in the notoriou

* FEBRUARY 1-28,2010

veteran Indian communist leade

CPI(M) became the largest partyto build petrochemical and
in the 1971 assembly electionsglectrical industries, mobilizing
the Party was refused the chancether state governments and
to form a government, and centralarious political parties on the
rule wasimposed on West Bengalissue.
The 1972 elections were rigged, Jyoti Basu’s intervention in
and the CPI(M) boycotted thenational politics at important
assembly for five years, a periodunctures proved to be crucial. He
of severe repression by theplayed a prominent role in
Congressregime. mobilizing secular opposition
In 1977, Bengal's Left Front forces during the Congress
Governmentwas formed as aresuljovernments of Indira Gandhi,
of the democratic and massRajiv Gandhiand Narasimha Rao.
struggles, and Basu became thkle also helped to build secular
ChiefMinister. The LF governmentforces against the Hindu
initiated far reaching measuresfundamentalist BJP. In 1996, his
including land reforms, political name was proposed by secular
decentralization, trade unionallies for Prime Minister of India.
rights, widespread relief to Butthe CPI(M)Central Committee
impoverished people, and thedecided to supportthe government

Jyoti Basu,

Jyoti Basu, the former head of

West Bengal's Left Front
government, died on Jan. 17 atth
age of 95. His death saw ar
outpouring of tributes, not only
from the Communist Party of India
(Marxist), butfrom awide range of
political forces in India.

Climate
Meetl ng Jyoti Basu was born on July 8
1914 at Kolkata, where his father

Bolivian President Evo Morales was an eminent doctor. While in
has invited scientists, governmenschool, Basu was inspired by thg
officials and activists from around Chittagong armed rebellion led by
the world to an alternative climateSurya Sen in 1930. Basu went t(
conference following the failure of England to study law in 1935,
a summit in Copenhagen toduring the period of intense
produce binding agreements.  struggles against fascism. Hg

The April 20-22 meeting in became an active member of th
Cochabamba will include IndialLeague,ledbyV.K.Krishna
indigenous peoples, socialMenon, and came into contac
movements, environmentalists andvith leaders of the Communist yyoti Basu, 1914-2010 spread of education. West Bengalrom outside.
scientists as well as government®arty of Great Britain, including saw huge advances in agriculture, Facing growing health
“who want to work with their Harry Pollit, Rajni Palme Dutt, and stimulus in unleashing mass andind later towards industrializationproblems, Basu retired from Chief
people.” others. After returning home inclass struggles. Jyoti Basu playe®f the state. Ministership in November 2000,

Speaking onJan. 5, Morales said 940, Basu joined the Communistan important role in intertwining One of Basu’s major but continued to lead the Party in
the April meeting is meant partly toParty of India. Though he enrolledthe struggle and running thecontributions as Chief Minister West Bengal, participating in Party
pressure industrialized nations taas a barrister in Calcutta Highgovernment. In 1970, he narrowlywas to raise the issue of Centremeetings and in the 2006 election
accept that they have a “climateCourt, he never practised law,escaped an assassination attemptate relations at the all-Indialevel campaign. His wife Kamal Basu
debt” to poor countries. Thedeciding to devote his life to theat the Patna Railway Station, andHe led the struggle againstdied some yearsago; heissurvived
meeting will also work toward an Party. He became secretary ohe was attacked by Congressliscrimination against Westby his only son Chandan and three
international court on Friends of the Soviet Union andthugs at least twice. ThoughBengal, and successfully workedgrandchildrem
environmental crimes. the Anti-Fascist Writers’

Other topics will include a Association in Kolkata, and was
“universal proposal for the rights assigned to maintain liaison with
of mother earth” and the transfer ounderground Party leaders. In
technology. 1944, the Bengal Assam Railroad

The December 2009 climateWorkers’ Unionwas formed, and
summit in Copenhagen includedBasu became its first secretary
proposals for creation of a fund toHe was elected to the Benga
help poor nations, but the detailsProvincial Assembly in 1946 from
were extremely vague. Boliviawasthe Railway Workers
one of five countries to block aconstituency, along with two other
consensus on accepting a lastommunists. He played a very
minute deal brokered by Presidenactive role in the stormy days of]
Barack Obama, after secrettalks by 946-47 when Bengal witnesseq
a handful of countries. the Tebhaga movement, strike

Lacking concensus, theandevencommunalriots.
document was “noted” by the Jyoti Basu became the
conference, giving it less moralsecretary of the West Benga
and legal weightthanifithad beenProvincial Committee of the

Morales calls
Alternative

D

D

Sikhs recall Basu as saviour

; a community activist who other parties”. Aittiana had led
gﬁrgl;rpé(?t Singh, remembers how a mob tried todelegation of the Sikhs to AMR
' attack him, was able to escape. hospital, where Basu was ung
The death of Jyoti Basu, a The leader of the Sikh treatment. “They prayed for h
towering communist leader andcoordination committee, Bachanwell being.”
the longest serving ChiefSingh Saral, spearheaded the Hardev Singh Grewal, th
Minister of West Bengal, hascampaign for justice for Sikhseditor of Navin Parbhat a
saddened the Sikhs residing irwho were murdered during thePunjabi daily of Kolkata, say
5 Kolkata. Community leaders violence. He says that only 10that Basu will always be admire
remember him as a saviour for notives were lost in West Bengaland missed by the Sik
letting Congress-led goonscompared to several thousand icommunity. “Due to his stron
murder Sikhs during the 1984New Delhi. “The Sikhs were political will to protect ou
pogrom. Violence against Sikhsgrateful to Basu and always stooccommunity, there was no mal
formally adopted. Morales hasCommunist Party, and amembel broke out in provinces ruled bybehind his government like aexodus of the Sikhs from We|
since called the Copenhagerof the Central Committee. After| the Congress Party following therock,” says Saral, who also thinksBengal.”
summit “a triumph of the people” independence, he was elected tpassassination of Prime Ministerthat Bengal should have made a Sarabijit Singh Sohal, a Sing
because “the presidents camehe West Bengal assembly from Indira Gandhi by her Sikh stronger case to the centraSabhaleaderfrom Chandiga
proposed and went withoutBaranagar in 1952, and was ref bodyguards on October 31, 1984government for compensation tofeels the same. “Basu was at:l
hearing, but this time they couldelected repeatedly. Despite this;, While New Delhi, the the Sikhs. He alsoremembersthatommunist, who according
not impose their declaration.” Basu was arrested several timejsnational capital and other partsMamata Banerjee, leader of Weshis party’s secular ideology d
In his speech and newsduringthe 1950s and 60s, and fof Of India witnessed large scaleBengal’s Trinamool Congress,not allow the Hindy
conference in Copenhagengertain periods went | mass murders of Sikhs, Basuvas in the Congress Party backundamentalists to shed t
Morales said that capitalism andunderground to evade arrest. ensured that the minority then and incited the mob. blood of the Sikhs.”
imperialism had spawned the When the CPI(M) was formed| community was protectedin his  Sohan Singh Aittiana, astaunch It is pertinent to mention that
problem of climate change byin1964asaresultoftheideological territory. communist in Kolkata, says thatthe CPI(M) forced the previoys
ignoring the rights of nature and thestruggle within the Communist| “He had not only placed the Sikhs had always supportedCongress-led coalitio
rights of indigenous peoples. Hemovement, Basu became amembgrKolkata under curfew, but his Basu and his Communist Party ofgjovernment to remove Sajjgn
party supporters were seerindia(Marxist) since 1984.“Itcan Kumar and Jagdish Tytler as
patrolling the Sikh-dominated be described as his legacy. It's @abinet ministers after thle

[}

50

5S
St

e

criticized industrialized countries of the new party’s PolitBureau.
for pledging $10 billion a year to  In 1967, Basu became deputy

help countries meet the challenge€hief Minister in West Bengal’s
of climate change, while spendingfirst United Front government, and
“trillionstofightunnecessarywars” again in 1969. These two

areas to prevent violence,”separate matterthat many Sikhs dlanavati Commission lookin
remembers Surjit Singh Walia,the new generation have alsdnto the pogrom had indicted
who lives in Dunlop area. Walia, started identifying themselves withthese two leaders.

in Iraq and Afghanistan. governments provided a grea




10 - PEOPLE’'SVOICE -« FEBRUARY 1-28,2010

Where Ship s and W orkers Go to Die

According to estimates by veryplate struck him in the head at the
credible local organizations, 1,000Sultana shipyard. Accidents and
to 2,000 workers have been killed ireven some deaths are not reporte

From “Shipbreaking in
Bangladesh & The Failure
of Global Institutions to

Protect Worker Rights,” Bangladesh’s shipbreaking yardsand there is never an investigatior].

overthe last 30 years. Currently,a Each ship contains an averag
National Labor Committee worker is seriously.injqred every of 15,000 pounds of asbestos_an
(www.nlcnet.org) day, and a worker is killed everyten to 100 tons of lead paint,
September 2009' three to four weeks. Shipbreaking workers are routinely
On September 5, 2009, 35-yearexposed to asbestos, lead, mercur

Some of the world’s largestold Mr. Hossain was burned toarsenic, dioxins, solvents, toxic oil
decommissioned tanker ships deathwhile breaking aparta Souttiesidues and carcinogenic fume
measuring up to 1,000 feet longKorean tanker at the Kabir Steelfrom melting metal and lead paint,
twenty stories high and weighingYard. Twenty-year old Mr. Ashek Environmental damage to
25 million pounds - have been runremains in critical condition, while Bangladesh’s beaches, ocean ar

report by the U.S.based

up on the beaches of Bangladeshhree other workers were seriouslyfishing villages has been massive.

In July of 2009, 112 tanker shipsburned. Their blowtorches struck Helpers, often children, who go
were strewn overfourmilesofbeacha gas tank which exploded,barefoot or wear flip flops, use

d

Thirty thousand Bangladeshiengulfing them in flames. hammers to break apart the

workers, some of them children Itis common for workers to be asbestos in the ship, which the

toil 12 hours a day, seven days &eavy metal plates falling fromtheand dump in the sand.
week, for wages of just 22 to 32ship. A 13-year old child, Workers lack even the must

just10, 11, 12 and 13 years of ageparalyzed or crushed to death bghovel into bags to carry outsidéthlldren atworkin the shipbreaking industry of Bangladesh

ships to pieces, wear sunglassesn a daily basis. While forced to
rather than protective goggleswork overtime, the shipbreaking

cents an hour, doing one of theNasiruddin Molla, was killed on rudimentary protective gear. Cuttershaseball caps rather than hardhatsyorkers receive no overtime
most dangerous jobs in the world July 14, 2008, when a large ironwho use blowtorchesto cutthe giantvrap dirty bandanas around theipremium. There are no weekly

Communist Party
of Canada’s 36"
Convention

Gala
Dinnher

Saturday , "Come and joi
February 6, 7 pm the Party’
USWA Hall o
25 Cecll Street,

Toronto

Speaker: Miguel Figueroa
and guest s

Live Music and Entert ainment

$25 advance/$30 door
Call 416-469-2446 for ticket s

nose and mouth as they are ndtolidays, no paid sick days, no
provided respiratory masks andhational holidays or vacations. Any
wear two sets of shirts rather than avorker asking for his proper wages
welder’s vests, hoping the sparkssimmediately fired.
will not burn through to their skin,  The shipbreaking workers are very
which happens every day. clear on two points: that they will die
Four to six workers share eactearly and that there have been no
small, primitive room, often improvements whatsoever over the
sleeping right onthe dirty concretelast 30 years in respect for worker
floor. No one has a mattress. Irrights laws or health and safety.
some of the hovels, the roof leaks The global institutions which
whenitrains, soworkers haveto sitlirect world trade have miserably
up at night covering themselvesfailed workers across the developing
with pieces of plastic. Their world who continue to be injured,
“shower” is a hand water pump. cheated, maimed, paralyzedandkilled
Every single labor law in onadailybasis. The G-20 countries,
Bangladesh and every one of thehe World Trade Organization, the
International Labor United Nations, the International
Organization’s internationally Maritime Organization and the
recognized workers rights International Labor Organization
standards are blatantly violatednust be held accountable.

“If there I1s a hell on
earth, this is it”

heavy piece of metal fell from the
ship and struck him lies paralyzed,
unable to even sit up or control his
bowels. He justliesthere. The owner
It is one of the strangest, mosbfthe shipyard gave him $1,800 and
striking and frightening industrial walked away.
sites in the world... In July, the These are in fact the most
National Labor Committee dangerous jobs in the world. But
counted 112 tanker shipsunlike in the popular TV series,
stretching across nearly four mileghere is nothing romantic or exciting
of beaches. here. What is going on is the cruel
The shipbreakers do some ofind criminal exploitation of young
the most dangerous jobs in thevorkers in  Bangladesh’s
world, toiling 12 hours aday, severshipbreaking yards. Four to six
days a week, for wages of just 22vorkers share each primitive room,
to 32 cents an hour, handling anaften sleeping on a filthy concrete
breathing in dangerous toxicfloor. No one can afford a mattress.
waste with no safeguards It does not have to be this way.
whatsoever and under conditionsThe workers’ demands are so
that violate every local and modest, it should make us blush.
international labor law. Injuries Their dream is to earn 60 cents an
happen every day - some aréour, to be paid the legal overtime
paralyzed for life - and a worker premium, to have one day off each
dies every three or four weeks. Naveek, sick days, holidays, healthcare
one helps them. The workers sayor workers injured on the job and
a dog means more to the businegbe right to organize. It would cost
owner than a human being.... lessthan $750 a year to send a child
Make no mistake. The horrific worker back to school - where they
sweatshop conditions in thebelong - to cover books, uniforms
shipbreaking yards are not aand a stipend to replace their lost
stepping stone to the middle classwages...Itis the job ofinternational
Rather, the shipbreaking yardssolidarity to push the G-20 world
are the final cycle of the Race tdeaders, the major shipping nations
the Bottomin the global sweatshopand corporations, the IMO and the
economy, and the reality is notILO to finally guarantee the rule of
pretty. Workers, including law and to end the abuse and
children, use hammersto breakugxploitation in Bangladesh’s
the 15,000 pounds of asbestos ighipbreaking yards. The squeaky
every ship and then dump it on thavheel gets the grease. Whenitcomes
sand to wash out to sea. Theo protecting and promoting worker
environment is being destroyedrights in the global economy,
And life is cheap. Ayoungworker nothing will improve without
whose back was broken when activism and struggle.

Excerpt from the National
Labour Committee report,
by Charles Kernaghan
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Next budget will bring “Blood on the street s

after 2010, and by another $8 billiondepartments,” said economist Eri
Straight Goods News, Jan. PyWwithdrawingmilitary forcesfrom Weir of USW-Canadasaidinan e_
12. 2010 Afghz_inlstan in 2(_)_11. I_Dr(_)Jectmg aninterview. Left Eilm Niaht. Sunday. J
’ additional $10 billion in increased  “Perhaps a more likely outcome ght, sunday, Jan.
Leading economists predictrevenue as the economy recoverss that everything will be on the gl’ 7 pm, screening "H20IL",
massive cuts to political targetsthe government will then “only” chopping block to a more limited 90Cumentary on the tar sands
with the federal budget, set for theneed to find another $20 billion toextent. The Conservatives hav nd.cl|_mate Change’ Centre for
day after Stephen Harper releasesliminate the deficit. said that they will restrain the Socialist Education, 706 Clark
the kidnapped Parliament. The The pressure to do somethinggrowth of federal expendituresPVe-Admissionfree, donations
Conservatives will utilize any ismodest, especially comparedwitthelow the rate of economic growth V€/come. Next Film Night:
pressure on them to cut Canada’the deficit hysteria of the earlyThat policy entails a gradual Sunday, Feb. 28. Call604-255-
$50 billion deficit by axing programs 1990s. “I don’t hear financial erosion oftheeconomicresource§04lf9rmformat'on'
they don't like or that threateninstitutions saying eliminate the available for public purposes.” Olympic “Welcome Rally”,
their ideology. deficit tomorrow,” said Carl  “We could see public service family-friendly rally to oppose
As examples, the Conservativessonnen. He believes provincialcuts of ten percent,” said thismassivewaste ofresources,
recently cut funds to KAIROS and deficits, currently at the $35-40McCracken, who sees current Pm, Friday, Feb. 12 (Friday),
the Canadian Council on Learningbillion level, are going to be the bigdeficit levels as acceptable,Vancouver Art Gallery, with
The March budget will provide aissue. “The feds know the pointing outthatthere were federaparade to BC Place at4:30 pm.
pretextto cut many such programsrovinces have this problem. Mydeficits in every year from 1947 to Annual Women's Memorial
launched ?n more Iiberal _days. concern is that what the provincesl975. “A $20 billion deficitisadrop March, Sunday, Feb. 14 gather
“There is a strong likelihood of are going to do could turn thisin the bucket as a proportion of12 noon, Carnegie Centre,
cutbac(;jlgs in federal departm&r_ll'is,’thingh[recovery]dinr;[o a t\)/vre(I:k.” Canada’s GDP - or compared withHastings & Main.
according to economist Mike *“The NDP andthe Liberalswerewhat the US is facing. Canada’sy i ;
McCracken of Informetrica. The more vociferous about the deficitGDP is $1.4 trillion. Thge US deficit Anti-war Olympics spectacle,
Conservatives’ constituency “will than the Conservatives,” saidfor 2009 has been forecast as $1
want to see blood on the streets,McCracken. This pressure, alongrillion.”
anq thg gover_nment\{villwillingly with the anti-_spending_sentiments The Conserva.tives haveVancouverArtGaIIery.
oblige inkeeping with its unspokenof Conservative constituents, will pledged that they will not reduce . o .
but ongoing efforts to “defund theprovide cover for decimating cutstransfers to provinces or Catastrophe in Haiti, public
left'. We could see public servicetofederal public services and federaindividuals or raise taxes, but therdorUm with Stuart Hammond,
cuts of ten percent.” funding  for  non-profit are many others ways to raisdn€mber of human rights
McCracken and his associateorganizations andinternationalaidrevenues,  according todelegation to Haiti just before
Carl Sonnen believe the pressuretas well as promoting sell-offs of McCracken. “They're now clawing (€ éarthquake, Fri., Feb. 5, 7
cut the deficit will be surprisingly public assets. back [taxingincome from]the GIS pm, Collingwood Neighborhood
light, coming mostly from “If the Conservatives wanted [Guaranteed Income Security] atlouse, 5288 Joyce St. (Joyce
opposition politicians. The $50to achieve significant savings by$60,000. There’s nothing magicoKYtrain). Organized by Haiti
billion will be reduced by $15 billion cutting spending, they would haveabout that number.” Solidarity BC, 778-858-5179.
withthe end of the stimulus programto decimate the remaining federal ...Until March, the cuts that are CallMr. Robeson, performance
coming will remain a guarded on the life and songs of Paul
secret. Itis easy to predict, howeverRobeson, Vancouver East
that as the government announce§ultural Centre, 1895 Venables
its cuts, Stephen Harper will onceSt., Feb. 11-14, call 604-251-
again cite “my training as an 1363 for times and tickets.
Laurette Chretien-Sloan passed away peacefully in Montreal @tonomist” to justify them.
Dec. 28,2009, atthe age of 83. The daughter of Purissima Bourdpn angTheilheimer is founder &
Oliva Chretien, she was a Franco-Ontarian born into a family of elevejesident of Straight Goods News.
children, who came to Montreal in the early 1950s. There she married
Edward Sloan, together raising five children (Bill, Fruma, Suzanne,
Johanne and Marianne), even as she became increasingly inyolved
inthe movements for peace, women'’s equality, and social justicg¢. ShelD 111 1
was president of the Ligue des femmes du Québec from 1975t 198§,B I I I I O n a-l re
and was also a member of the Central Committee of the Comnpunist . = .
Party of Canada. The Central Executive Committee ofthe CPCe tendWl n S C h | | e
its deepest condolences to the Sloan family for their loss.

By Ish Theilheimer,

arganized by StopWar.ca
'§oalition, gather 6 pm, Monday,
Feb. 15, Georgia St. side of

presidency

Right-wing billionaire Sebastian
Pinera won Chile’s presidential
vote on Jan. 17, taking 52% of the
votes to 48% for the ruling
Concertation coalition’s candidate
Eduardo Frei. Pinera ran on a

Big success for People's Co-op
Bookstore fundraiser

to create jobs while also selling off
part of Codelco, the state-owne
copper producer. His wide lead in
the first round of voting in
December narrowed as Frei andnous 1910 conference
outgoing president Michelle Which adopted Clara
Bachelet warned voters of aZetkin’s resolution
possible return to the far-rightestablishingInterna-
policies of the Pinochettional Women’s
dictatorship era. But the pay.
Concertation'sinabilitytolegislate A g usual, the
more%&gnlﬁcant sdolczl?lfadvanceszoj_o Calendar in-

g_utt e centre and left forces at & 4oq 5 wide variety
isadvantage which proved too
difficult to overcome. In fact, Frei of memorable dates for

and Pinera agreed on manyheworking class move-

Nearly 300 supporters of People’s Co-op Bookstore jammed the )
Y op P ? ) domestic issues. ments, from birthdays of

WISE Hallin Vancouver on Jan. 22, boosting the store’s campaign
tokeepitsdoors open. The eventwas the first of several this year
to mark the Co-op’s 65th anniversary, making it the oldest
bookstore in British Columbia. Entertainmentwas provided by the

Carnival Band (above), and several prominentlocal authorsgave  with trying to improve Chile’s

The Oil Sands: Engaging

Constructive Dialogue,
annual Kairos event, Saturday,
February 6, 8:45 am-4:30 pm,
OurLady of Grace Church, 1714-
14 Ave. NE, toregister call 403-
243-5478.

Climate change teach-in,
Monday, February 1, 7:00 pm
keynote speech Kkick-off;
Tuesday, Feb. 2,9 amto 4 pm
discussions and workshops.
Convocation Hall, Univ. of
Winnipeg, Info 943-4836.

Marxismcourse, classesbegin
in February. Pre-register at 586-
7824 or cpc-mb@mts.net.

GalaDinner forthe Communist
Party of Canada’s 36th Central
Convention, Sat., Feb. 6,7 pm,
USWA Hall, 25 Cecil Street.
Speakers: Miguel Figueroaand
Guests. Live music and
entertainment, call 416-469-
2446 fortickets ($25 advance).

Norman Bethune Day social,
Saturday, February 27,2010, at
the GCDO, 290 Danforth Ave.
(near Chester subway). Tickets
$5, door prize one week all-
inclusive trip for two to Cuba.
Fortickets or furtherinformation,
call media sponsor People’s
Voice, 416-469-2446.

2010 PV Calendar Now On Sale

contradictory platform, promising he 2010 People’s Voice Calentice, equality and socialism.

aris now available. Thisyear's For your copy, send $5 plus
heme is “Socialist Women,” $2 to cover postage to People’s
marking the centenary of the fa\Voice, 706 Clark Drive, Van-

couver,BC,V5L3J1.The

Calendaris alsoonsale
at the Ontario bureau

of People’s Voice
(290A Danforth
Ave., Toronto,
M4K 1N6) and our
Manitoba Bureau
(387 Selkirk Ave.,
Winnipeg, R2W 2M3).
Vancouver-area

readers can pick up the

One areawhere Pineramay mov@rominent revolutionaries toCalendar at People’s Co-op
inapro-U.S. directionisin foreign the anniversaries of watershedooks, 1391 Commercial
affairs. Bachelethad been creditedtruggles for peace, social jusDrive, Vancouven

relations with Bolivia and other
South American countries. Pinerg
isafriend of Colombia’s reactionary
President Alvaro Uribe, and hag
been an outspoken critic of
Venezuela, calling it “not a
democracy as itis.”
Theright-wing forces stilllack a
majority in the Chilean legislature,
which may tie Pinera’s hands to
some extent.

readings, including George Bowering, Kevin Chong, Anne Stone,
David Chariandy, Rex Weyler, as well as several women stand-up
comedians (Morgan Brayton, Katie-Ellen Humphries and Alicia
Tobin) and playwrights Marcus Youssef and Camyar Chai. The
event came just after the news that another local independent
bookstore, Duthies, will soon close its last outlet. But the
People’s Co-op campaign to stay open is gaining support. The
Vancouver Sunrecently printed avery positive full-page article on
the store, which has also received an awardinthe pages of another
local newspaper. For more information, visit the store at 1391
Commercial Drive, or call 604-253-6442.

People'sVoice deadlines:

MARCH 1-15issue: Thursday, Feb. 18
MARCH 16-31 issue: Thursday, March 4
Send submissions to PV Editorial Office,
706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, V5L 3J1,
<pvoice@telus.net>
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laid off and hit with wage rollbacks. Vancouver region still suffer from

Teachers, parents and studenfgoor service thanks to a chroni
Vancouver is about to descendvere angry that the province wouldshortage of buses.

into 17 days of chaos andopen the purse strings for the Less than a month before th

By Kimball Cariou

contradictions: the 2010 WinterGames but not for cash-starvedeb. 12 opening ceremonies, the full

Olympics. Forafew, the Gameswillpublic schools. Anti-poverty impact of provincial spending cut

bring a windfall of tourist dollars activists warned that the socialis front page news. On Jan. 19, th

during the usual slow month ofhousing promises were unlikelyVancouver School Board wa

February. Huge profits will be to be kept. Civil rights advocatescompelledto send lettersto teachefs

racked up by hotels, developersscoffed at the initial low budget warning that hundreds of jobs ma
security companies, andestimates for Olympic security. be in danger. The culprit hereis th
corporations with exclusive Small wonder that many socialCampbellgovernment. Scramblin

marketing rights. Those fortunate
enough to afford tickets to events
will enjoy watching the best
athletes in the world, and some
dazzling cultural performances.
But for most in Vancouver, the
Gameswillbe adifferentexperience.
Many residents have picked up
temporary jobs, doing security, for
example. Unlike top Olympic
officials who have scored big
bonuses, they will have to fight
through traffic snarls or transit line-
ups for low wages. Those with
medical appointments near
Olympic venues face big

to cover a $3 billion deficit, the
province has left Vancouver
schools with an estimated $17-3
million shortfall heading into

consultations for the district’s next
budget. The story isthe same across

B.C. Nearly everydistrictfaces grimcyitics of the Vancouver Olympics have focused on several key
choices to close schools, slashssyes, including the broken promises for major investments in
programs, lay off teachers, andsocial housing (above) and the fact that the Games are taking

expand class sizes. The studeni§iace on unceded indigenous territories. (Photos: K. Cariou)
who are encouraged to celebrate

excellence atthe Winter Games wil
soon see a stark deterioration in
their learning conditions.

Staff and patients in B.C.'s
health care face a similar outlook

challengesto getthere, or else wajustice movements (including Despite the Campbell

until March. Ordinary residents People’s Voice newspaper andgovernment’s cheery claims to be

who want to take part in freethe Communist Party) urged aprotecting core services, region
Olympic celebrations will have to “no” vote. If the opposition forces authorities simply cannot maintai

endure lengthy waits, intrusivehad been more tightly focusedthe system with current funding

searches and the scrutiny obn the issue of social priorities,levels.
closed-circuit TV cameras.the vote might have been just a The government’s response t
Thousands of homeless people ibit closer, tipping the scalesthe fiscal decline which followed
Vancouver remain uncertain aboutgainst VANOC’s narrowly the 2008 global economic crisi
their status during the Olympics. successful bid. has been two-fold: slash spendin
Inthe circumstances, evenmany Seven years later, the so-calle@n vital public services, andimpos
sports fans question the priorities'’nay-sayers” have largely beenthe “harmonised sales tax” o
involved in this spectacle. Wasvindicated. Many of the promisesBritish Columbians. The first

the decision to invest $6 billion in inthe VANOC bid book have gonestrategy has meant the problemsembers ofthe “Four Host Nations"to $400,000, so 400 of these vehicles
Olympic preparations the wisestup in smoke, especially the sociajust described. The latter does nohave picked up some temporaryould cost$160million. The crippling

choice for Vancouver andhousing commitment. even bring in revenue to

jobs, and native art will appearshortage of buses across the region

Whistler? Or should other Homelessness has skyrocketed igovernment coffers, since the HSTprominently at many Olympic could be solved for a fraction of the

priorities have been picked? the Vancouver region, and thewill go directly from consumersto

venues. Butaboriginal poverty rateOlympic security budget.

Thatwas already a big questiorsocial housing component of thebusinesses. It's true that B.C. ign B.C. have not shifted, and the Then there’s public education.
in2003, when 64% of Vancouveritesritzy athletes’ village was beingbribedtoimpose the HST byCampbell government’s “treaty Investing another $200 million of

voted “yes” in a referendum oneliminated.
hosting the Games. We were As for public transit, the only near the provincial deficit.
promised that the athletes’ villagesignificant Olympic-related As for indigenous peoples,
would be turned into social improvement is the Canada Line
housing, that major transportationskytrain between downtown an
improvements would be made, thathe airport. Initial ridership levels
these would be the “greenestre higher than transit experts ha
Games ever,” and that indigenouseared, but the line will require
peoples would reap huge benefitstaxpayer subsidies to its privat
Even then, however, theseownership foranindefinite period.
promises seemed dubious. Thétthe enormous costof $2 billion,
referendumwas held atthe heighthe Canada Line has improve
of spending cuts imposed by theransit options for a fraction of the
Campbell Liberal provincial population, but construction
government. Members of healthimpacts devastated dozens
care unions largely opposed théusinesses along its route
Games bid since they were beingMeanwhile, ridersinthe rest of th
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the federal Tories, but nowhereprocess” has been sunk by wellthe Olympic security funds would

founded fears thatthis path leadstbhave allowed Vancouver to
elimination of inherent aboriginal overcome the impacts of 20 years of
rights. “No Olympics on stolen underfunding and cutbacks, with
Native land” has become theplenty left over for other school
rallying cry of many critics, systems inthe Lower Mainland.
including the Olympic Resistance That still allows another $130
Network, whichis holding an "anti- million to build hospitals, hire more
Olympic convergence" starting onhealth care staff at better pay, raise
February 10. social assistance rates, etc.

That leaves many asking: what All these options would have
if different choices had been madecreated thousands of jobs, some
seven years ago? permanent, some short-term, but

Consider a few hard numbersall more secure and beneficial to
such as the billion-dollar Olympic society than spending $1 billion to
security budget. If half of this search backpacks, install video
expenditure ($500 million) had gonecameras, and erect 40 kilometers of
into tackling homelessness, at afiencing. The lives of tens of
average of $200,000 per unit, abouthousands of people could have
2500 units of housing could havebeen dramatically improved,
been built. Most of Vancouver’s lowering the annual costs of health
street people (who are largelycare for British Columbians.
Native) would already be living in Thousands of young people would
decent housing. Soundshave received a better education.
expensive? Maybe, butthe average Far more would have been
annual cost of health care, policingpossible if the rest of the Olympic
etc. for homeless people inbudget-the $2billion CanadaLine,
Vancouveris over $50,000. In othetthe billion dollar athletes’ village,
words, investing $500 million in the $800 million upgrade of the
housing would save taxpayershighway to Whistler, hundreds of
about $125 million per year. Suchmillions on new Olympic facilities
an emergency plan would have had been redirected.
required governments to seize a WhenthetorchentersB.C. Place
sizable chunk of real estate fromon February 12, protesters will be
private developers, but the onlyin the streets outside. That
obstacle was lack of political will. demonstration may not be huge,

Whataboutthe other $500 million?given the relentless media/police
Currently, TransLinklimpsalongwith attack against anti-Olympic
ashortage of 500 buses. Less thandissent. But growing numbers of
year ago, the “More Buses Now"British Columbians are wondering
campaign supported by CAW Localabout the “path not taken.” After
111 (TransLink drivers) pointed outall, we’ll be paying through the
that 100 used buses could beose forthis expensive party for at
purchased from California for $35-least another generation.

90,000 each, orlessthan$10million. (Cariou is the organizer of the
More expensive new buses cost upyancouver East Club CPC.)




