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Canada
gets
failing
grade at
Climate

Over 100,000 people rallied for action on climate change in Copenhagen. Photo from the
Danish Communist newspaper Arbejderen (Daily Worker)

Global divide opens further
at Copenhagen t alks

help the poor. Meanwhile, many of At a basic level, the dispute is
the developed capitalist countriespver the legal form of an agreement:
As this issue oPeople’s Voice including Canada, refuse to movewhether to have just one treaty or
wentto presson Dec. 15, atentativenless the emerging economieswo - the Kyoto Protocol and a
truce between rich and poortake on a crippling share of thesecond pactthat coversall nations,
nations has allowed talks to resumévestments needed to give thencludingthe US, Chinaand India.
at the Copenhagen climateworldachanceatlimitingwarming The temporary breakdown
conference. The summit hadto two degrees. between rich and poor came amid
appeared on the verge of collapse “We have to face one reality - speculation that some of the world
after developing nations walkedthere is an ever widening gapleaders scheduled to come to
out in protest over the failure of between developing countries andCopenhagen before the end of the
wealthy countries to committo andeveloping countries,” said scheduled talks might pull out
extension of the Kyoto Protocol. Lumumba Di-Aping, the chief failing clear signs of agreement.
The talks have emphasized whategotiator for the Group of 77 China had earlier appeared to
prominent  Third World developing countries. “And the offer a lifeline to the summit by
environmental activist Martin reason why thatgapis wideningisaying it had abandoned its
Khor calls “a gaping divide”. On because developed countries havdemand for funding from the
the one hand, developing nationsaccepted that condemning Africadeveloped world under a deal to
want the wealthy to live up to thecondemning small island statescut greenhouse gas emissions. In
expectation they would cutcondemning small countries to
emissions by 25-40 per cent bydestruction and massive sufferin
2020, and to provide finance tois something acceptable to them.g' see COPENHAGEN, page 4
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3 Delhi Declaration

Capitalism is in deep crisis, but it

PV Vancouver Bureau

Two conventions

Vancouver was the scene of two

different conventions in late RaC|St on the run won't simply collapse on its own,
NovemberThe BC Federation of Calgary'sAryan Guard neo-Nazi group ~ according to a joint statement by
Labour adopted an action plan, is in disarray after a leading memberis representatives of 57 Communist
while the NDP leadership still charged with the attempted pipe-bomb andWorkers' Parties at their recen
wants to be buddies with business. murder of another racist. annual meeting in Delhi, India.
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British Columbia: a tale of two conventions

By Sam Hammond, leader of expressions of militancy, the
X criticism of a lack of program and

the Communist Party of BC action, and the eventual

President Jim Sinclair openedappearance of a compositg
the 53rd annual convention of theresolution late on the third and
British Columbia Federation of final day that ended in an “Action
Labour on Nov. 23 with a very Program.”
militant speech thatarticulatedthe The “Action Program” was |
attack on working people. He didprobably the offspring of a
not hold back at all, defining the leadership hearing the anger of th
evils of the present crisis and the'newly legislated back to work”
capitalist system that isParamedicswho nevergotto strik
responsible. at all, the HandyDart drivers who

Looking back at the depressioncannot even get an agreement
ofthe 1930’s, Sinclair repeatedtheceompulsory arbitration, the
same liesthat, in his eyes, are beingrivatized, the underfunded, the
paraded out again. He expoundedismembered and the disowned.,
on the callousness of pro- It was all there on the
corporate neo-liberal policy: “In convention floor. Ken Davidson,
1940 Canadians asked the righVice President of the Vancouve
question: how could their and District Labour Council, set i
governmentfind billions of dollars the tempo, saying he would voteéMembers of CUPE Local 873, the Paramedics who have been
to fight a war after spending mostagainst the Executive Reportfighting for a new contract and improved ambulance services,
of the 1930s claiming they had nobecause it lacked a fightbackwvatchingdebate atthe BC Federation of Labour (photo: K. Cariou)
money to help the millions of poor program. The delegates showed stated aim to bring business and
and unemployed? Don’tyou thinktheir appreciation. do we have the will to use it?” governments which can fund thelabour together, to move the NDP
thatin 2009 the questionisrelevant Angry Paramedics vowed to The power and the will to use itAfghan war but not hospitals andcloser to the centre (which is the
again to awhole new generation otontinue fighting even though theirwas far from the conclusion of social programs. Stephen Vonsame direction as to the right) and
Canadians? How did governmentstrike was controlled by “necessaryguest speaker Linda McQuaig, whdSychowski received approval ancher complete failure to discuss
find hundreds of billions of dollars service” legislation, and thendid her usual well-researchedrespect from delegates when hevhat went wrong last spring does
for banks, and billions for executivelegislated again inadouble whammyanalyses of evil capitalism, endingspoke of young workers and thenot bode well for the future.
bonuses, after spending decade® a complete end. Representativewith the proposal for good minimumwage campaign. Tobring labour to the table in co-
cutting public services and nowof 500 HandyDart strikers werecapitalismas existinginthe social- The “Action Program” that operation with business means she
refusing to help the growing armyhowling mad atacallous governmentiemocratic Valhalla of Scandinavia.resulted is a good start. Not perfectmust move labour to the right, and
of unemployed and the poor?... Ighat privatised their jobs andThe salvation for Canada’sbut perfection is not needed ashatwill cause a splitthat leaves her
something wrong with this picture?delivered them into the hands of ainemployed, hungry and homelessnuch as determination and a call t@alone with business. BC doesn’t
| say fire them all and put half of profitgrinding U.S. transitoperation. apparently lies somewhere inarmsonseveralfronts. The Programeedtwobusiness parties. Jim Sinclair
theminjail.” There are 200,000 public sectoiNorway, not Vancouver. But how is militant, it is about youth, First mighthave beentryingtobringsome

And further: “Thisisthe fightof workers preparing for bargainingdo we get there? Nations, the homeless, thesanitytothe NDP Conventionwhen
our lives, and it's between the vastcross B.C., facing a pendingwage The delegates spoke to muchunemployed and poor. It calls forhe said, “The real problem we have
majority of working people fighting freeze and benefit give-back. Somenore than the resolutions, some ofabour to unite with its community in this party, the real challenge we
to survive tough times and thel0,000 forestry workers are alsowhich were good and some quitepartners to launch defensive andhave, is we don’t have enough
corporations and their right wing gearing up for negotiations, facingweak. It didn't matter much, asoffensive campaigns. In a positiveworking people onside. That's what
governments... The corporate tasthe massive export of raw logs andlelegate after delegate used thdevelopment, it calls for extra-this party is about, making British
cuts are so deep, that in 201the dismantling of processing millsresolutions as a vehicle to sayparliamentary labouractionwithanColumbia a better place for the
students will pay moreintuition (in that are being re-assembled south afhat was on their minds. CUPEeye on mobilizing the community, aworking people, the vulnerable and
BC) than corporations will pay in the border and in low wage areas oB.C. president Barry O’Neilmade aday of protest and even “jobthe poor.” Carol James and Jim
corporate taxes.” the globe. strong and angry speech warningction.” Sinclair have different priorities.

Sinclair's analysisreflectedthe  Dave Pritchett of the Longshorethe Campbell government not to Itisrathertelling ofthetensions  Two conventions. One wants to
frustration and anger of BC unionreflected this collective angerbring paramedics from the east, théuilding within labour and within organize resistance, the other
workers, and it was much betterin a militant speech about co-south orthe military to B.C. for the the NDP that point 2 of the Programappeasement. One wants towin the
than the “not so bad” executiveoperationbetween unionsto prever®lympics. He made it clear theystates: “The Federation and thenext election, and the other seems
report. If his militancy divided into the export of raw logs. “We have towould be considered scabs, andffiliates lobby New Democratic determined to throw it away again.
several channels of economisntreate a crisis of our own,” he saidthe union would not take thisParty MLAs and constituency Thisis nota Tale of Two Cities, but
preceding the rather hygienicdemanding some ground levelayingdown.Brigid Kempfromthe associations to ensure the partitis a Tale of Two Conventions, and
workshops the next day, it still fightback action. Another delegateSouth Okanagan Labour Counciland the caucus embrace ahe choice is yoursn
provided a point of departure forsaid it all: “We have the power, butspoke on the hypocrisy of

progressive economic and social
strategy for British Columbia.”

The authors think it requires
labour lobbying to ensure a
“progressive” economic and social
strategy fromthe NDP. Itapparently
does. The NDP started its biannual
convention the day after the BC
Fed ended. Even though leader
Carol James had the benefit of the
BC Fed delegates’ feelings, and Jim
Sinclair's speech to the NDP
convention, she didn'tseemto hear.

Perhaps she didn’t notice that
about 15% of the delegates
remained seated during her grand
entry to the BC Fed convention,
where criticism of the NDP’s
performance and priorities that
blew the May 2009 election was a
politely subdued and obliquely
expressed undercurrent.

Carol James’ perennial
courtship of BC business, her

SOME FOLES ARE
FORCED TO DO

S0OME FOLKS ARE FORCED
TO WORE FOR LOW WaGES.

BCFL Program of Action

=

The Delegates of the Federation
endorse the following Program
of Action:

1. The affiliates and the
Federation jointly produce
popular education materials,
including videos, written
materials and course materials
for use by affiliates, locals,
activists, schoolsand the public
to promote a progressive
economic and social agenda
based on the recommendations
in the two papers discussed by
workshops.

2. The Federation and the
affiliates  lobby New
Democratic Party MLA’s and
constituency associations to
ensure the party and the caucus
embrace a progressive
economic and social strategy
for British Columbia.

3. The Federation and affiliates
work to build a province-wide
movementwith our community
partners to escalate opposition
tostop the Liberal Government
cuts to services and restore
funding, including developing
aunified message, co-ordinated

advertising campaigns and
regional actions leading to a
province-wide day of action.

4. The Federation continue to
work with public sector unions
to co-ordinate collective
bargaining strategies, to reject
any attempts by governments to
strip conditions from collective
agreements and impose back-to-
work legislation. This includes
solidarity actions regionally and
provincially up to and including
job action.

5. The Federation develop a co-
ordinated fight back campaign
againstthe HST and for fair taxes
andthefunding of publicservices.
The Officers of the Federation
develop a full scale campaign
against the tax.

6. Affiliates and the Federation
work with community partners,
including First Nations, to holda
Summiton Povertyin2010which
will develop a comprehensive
strategy and plan to reduce
poverty.

7. Affiliates and their Federation
support the Young Workers
Committee and their work to

create a low wage worker
network to organize non-union
workers to fight for their rights,
includinga$10 minimum wage.
8. The Federation organize
immediately astrategic planning
meeting of all affiliates to
implementthe Action Plan. Each
affiliate will committo participate
on the Planning Committee for
the implementation of the
Action Plan.

9. The Affiliates and the
Federation focus campaigns in
targeted ridings to build a
capacity to defeat the Liberal
MLAin 2013, orearlierthrough
recall, if feasible.

10. Provide acomplete reportto
delegates at the 2010
Convention on the
implementation of the Action
Plan and how best to use our
resources to increase our
capacity to organize againstanti-
worker politicians, defeat the
Liberal governmentandto elect
and keep accountable politicians
whoare supported by the Labour
movement, municipally,
provincially and federally. n

SOME FOLKS ARE FORCED
TO DO

THE WORK FORCE

“Y ear from hell” for unemployed

CLC/CALM - “It's been a year centoftheworkforce, upfrom6.3%
from hell for Canada’s unemployeda year earlier. Since the fall of 2008,
workers,” says Ken Georgetti,400,000 jobs have been lost.
president of the Canadian Labour The decline was mainly in
Congress. “Since last fallhundredsnanufacturing, construction,
of thousands of people have seetransport and natural resources.
their full-time jobs disappear.”  The deterioration of the labour
People have had to trade full-market is now spreading to the
time, family-supporting work for service industry, including retail
part-time jobs and self- andwholesaletrade, whichisdown
employment. Fewer than half ofby 31,000, and other services are
unemployed workers qualify for down by 20,000. More than 24,000
Employment Insurance and thosevomen aged 25 and over and almost
who do get benefits are receiving20,000 young workers - groups
an average of about $50 a day. that are traditionally over-
Statistics Canada reports that imepresented in service, retail and
October 2009 there were 1.59 millionwholesale sectors - suffered most
unemployed Canadians, or 8.6 peof the lay-offs in October:
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Neo-nazis implicated In
latest Calgary bombing

Grassroots Olympic News

Millions of Canadians are apparently watching the TV news in a
frenzy of excitement each night, eager for up-to-the-minute footage
ofthe Olympic flame’s long journey to Vancouver for the 2010 Winter

Games. Well, that's the impression conveyed by the corporate—— -
media, which of course depends heavily on advertising from OlympiBY Kimball Cariou

sponsors such as General Motors, the TD Bank, etc.

But here in Vancouver, anticipation is plummeting. Promiseg,
of “legacy benefits” such as expanded social housingy,

improved athletic facilities and an influx of tourists have '0”9active in southern Alberta for the

been exposed as puffery. Instead,

movement during the Games.
To keep our fellow Canadians inform@eople’s Voicevill print

shippets of news from the Olympic front lines in our next few issue%fﬁcia”y disbanded.

Freedom to protest?After months of angry public reaction

distribution of printed materials
and displays of opposition to
the Games. As a result of thg
amendments, members of the
16,000-strong security force|
being marshalled for the Games
may have to get more creative
in search of legal justifications
to crack down on critics.
Jamie Graham returnsLocal
supporters of civil liberties were
not unhappy when

VERERE SEC eI, Jam'estaff has ordered the removal of

Graham, found a better gig;, . . A :
running the Victoria police fgz;saltz)af:tegglllggr]y Al ez 2

force. Imagine the dismay when

Despite the changesto Olympic-
related bylaws, Vancouver city

residents cringe at t st few years. A leading membe
expected long-term tax burden and tight restrictions o f the Aryan Guard is on the lam

. i ~'hanti-racist activists Jason Devine
Vancouver City Council reluctantly voted on Dec. 3to amend its mo

draconian bylaws against freedom of expression during the Olympics o rmmunist Party members, have
Enacted last summer by Council’s Vision majority, the bylaws, i
shocked even Vision supporters with sweeping restrictions againsto-Nazis. Their northeast Calga

accused of bombing the home of {8
fellow neo-Nazi, and the group has

As reported irPeople’s Voice,
nd Bonnie Collins, who are alsg
een among the main targets of th

home was firebombedin 2008, an¢
attackers recently smashed the
windows and painted swastikas
and other nazi graffiti. Members of|
the neo-Nazi group have
committed many other criminal acts
(see PV, Nov. 15-30, 2009).
These crimes have usually bee
treated as the isolated actions
individuals. Spokespersons forKi
the Calgary police expressed IittleN
concern, calling the violence.
simply part of a struggle between
anti-racists and the local Aryan

Have you seen Kyle McKee?
The accusedracist pipe-bomber
ay have fled back to Ontario,
here he once angered
tchener residents by flying a
aziflag. Identifyingmark? The
Kill Jews" tattoo on his shins.

Guard member Kyle Robert McKee,two apartment buildings. Nearby
and for an unnamed 17-year-oldesidents were evacuated, and a
There hasfinally been abreakirmale. Both men face charges ofecond detonated bomb was found
e escalating violence generatedttempted murder, possessingpearby. The intended victims had
y a racist gang which has beemnaking or controlling explosives, heard noises on their balcony, and

spotted McKee lighting the

devices, which they tossed away
moments before the resulting
explosion. Police called itatargeted
attack, since McKee and the
victims know each other and share
similar beliefs.

In the wake of the charges, a
statement was posted on the neo-
Nazi “Stormfront” website,
announcing the disbanding of the
Aryan Guard following internal
disputes.

“Over the past six months,” the
statement concludes, “the group
continued to degenerate, falling
further from the ideal the main
membership body strived for the
group to become... It's sad to say
that in the final months the
membership body dissolved,
leaving only one founding member,
one associate and a few new faces
striving for membership in
something that they could be
proud of... With this, The Aryan

Guard. Police even hinted that aand possession of a weapon oGuard is officially disbanded.”
previous bombing against animitation weapon for a dangerous Unfortunately, this bizarre

Chief Grahamrecently boasted Aryan Guard member waspurpose. The teenager is undeepisode may not be the end of the

that his force had arranged for an undercover officer to drive a bug a1y the work of anti-racists. arrest, but McKee has apparentlyneo-Nazis in Calgary. Subsequent
rented by the Olympic Resistance Network to take protesters s cjaim was denied by Devineheaded east to escape the chargasebsite comments indicate that
Victoria for the Torch Relay kick-off on Oct. 30. Olympic “security” 5 other members of Anti-Racist On Nov. 21, police had some members may try to
actions seem to consist mainly of stalking people who speak oW(tion, and by other progressiveresponded to acomplaintof gunfirereorganize under another name.
against the “five ring circus of oppression.” Now, a misconduct, gemocratic movements inin the Rundle neighbourhood inButin future, itwill be more difficult
complaint has been filed cREITE Gfaha'_m- Freelance p_hotograp lgary. the city’s northeast. They foundfor the police to ignore violence
Bruce Dean says the bragging chief violated the police code of thon o November 23, policethat a pipe bomb had beercarried out by this group of racist

conduct by exposing undercover operations ata security conferen¢gs o4 warrants for Arvan detonated in a parkina lot betweerthuas. r
The JIG is up™embers of the Vancouver 2010 Joint Intelligence y P 9 gs.

Group (JIG), an RCMP arm of Olympic Security, are following the

torch across the country. In one case, protesters on their way to . .

Victoria spotted two cops who had harassed them in VancouveY k t H |t

a few days previously. One young woman approached other Ou ng Wor erS I I Iee In al I ” On
passengers, explaining that the men sitting nearby had been

tailing her. When she told the cops to stop, the police allege she

threw water on them. The young woman was then cornered. Whét/ Ontario Bureau

a bystander objected, one cop pushed the man and threatened tg . center at a conference of youngjuite common, particularly when
charge him with obstruction. Other passengers began to gather he youth continue to be hard-workers organized by the Youngrequesting particular nights of the

around. Another bystander filming the scene shouted, “This i it by t,r’1e so-called “_jobless Cor_nml_mist League at Hamilton’sweek off. In fact, | had booked this
Canadian civil liberties going down the drain.” Facing this show €COVerY facing the working class Solidarity House inlate November.weekend off, ?nd they put me on
of citizen solidarity, the cops released the woman, only to arre%ﬂ Canada, a new report fromThe conference, attended by abouthe schedule. .

her later in the streets of Victoria for “Assault Police.” tatistics Canada has found. Thewenty young workers (most of “The YCL demands an income
Host Nation dissidents The Musqueam Band in southwest unemployment rate for_ youngwho were unemplo_yed) hgardthat allows all people to more than
Vancouver is one of the four “host First Nations” for the Wintervorkers _under 25 remains at areportsfrpm young union act|V|sts,meet_the|r basm; needs, l_mder safe
Olympics. But this status has done little to alleviate poverty or fiyecord h|gh at of over f|fteen percommunity organizers ar_1d otherworkl_ng_ conc_imons ywth full
leaky roofs on their reserve. Disgruntled Musqueam ar&ent, with close to half a million young workers about fighting backbenefits including pensions, health

threatening to occupy the band office during the Games to tell t[%)uth Ioo_king for work. In British against the econor_nic crisis. and dental care, statutory h(_)li_days,
world about their mouldy homes. With no chance for debate, ban olumbia  alone,  youth Presenters discussed théime off with pay for training
members voted on Dec. 3 on a resolution authorizing distributiof"€MPIoyment is up over 56 persituation of temp workers, effortsprograms, and so on. As young
of $16 million paid in recognition of their role as a host nation. Th&ent since this time last year. to organize campaigns for highetCommunists, we believe that only
plan puts a new gym and improved soccer facilities above housin The report comes at the sameninimum wages and_ affordablesocialism can guarantee meamn_gful
renovation, which was 11th on the list. “There are some housédine as a UN stud_y warning of ahousing, organizing the employment - but we don’t insist
down there [in which] it's raining in the inside,” Musqueam ouble-dip recession if stimulusunemployed in Hamilton, as well that everyone we work with share
member Mike Sparrow told the media. One ceiling collapse unds stop. Firms have mainlyas the Ontario Days of Action andout long-term view,” he said.
during a recent rain storm. Around 40 per cent of homes on tHE€9UN to restock inventories,abrave story aboutyoung workers - “Joint struggle for our future is
reserve require major repairs, according to a Statistics Canali@iher than (espond to strongeorganizing hotel workers. . the best atmosphere in Whlc_h to
report last year. consumer or investor demand, the Anoth_er_ aspect of the |mpa_ctd|scuss our ideas about building a
Standing on guard for whatHundreds packed a Vancouver StUdy said. __onthecrisisis debt, Boydensaidbetter Canada. The Young
public library meeting room on Nov. 25, waiting to hear U.S. radio “It is going to be a cold winter “We are "generation credit,” we Communist League Imks_ these
journalist Amy Goodman (co-host of “Democracy Now”) speakSC0N- A lot of people will be are sent letters at the age of 18emands for jobs to the right to

about her new book. But at 7 pm, event organizers broke t gudging through the snowrequesting we purchase credipeace, education, quality-leisure
news that Goodman was being d’etained by Canadian bordgfcause they can’t afford a carcards, and we are encouragetime, an end to racism, sexismand

guards. Goodman finally arrived an hour later. What was Cana:{ﬁ;mng the heat down becausaot to think of heavy personalnational oppression, and the right

These topics were up front and‘Intimidation and guilt-tripping is

Customs concerned about? It seems that Goodman’s views JiEY can'taffordthe bills. Allwhile debt as amajor problem-whenirto participate in decision making.
the Winter Olympics were at the top of the list. Sharp-witte .omelessngss among youth i$act this is insanity,” he added.V\_/e think th_at this will unite

border guards finally let this potential menace enter Canada, b sing,” said Johan Boyden, The heavy debtburden that manylifferent sections of youth across
only on a 48-hour pass. The episode has been reported wor eneral Secretary of the Youngyoung people are facing is atCanada with others fyghjung
wide, revealing the disturbing pattern of attacks agains ommunistLeague. _ record levels. (The Canadianagainst monopoly capitalism:
democracy and civil rights under the Harper Tories. “l think many people will be student debt clock has reachedvorkers, women, the peace

Olympic evictiorEvicted tenants of an eight-unitEastVancouverangryto read this report, like me.$13,389,090,000, forexample). movement, other student and
house say the owner required them to sign leases that end Janug{ycourse the fightback needs Jeff, a young grocery workeryouth organizations and many

31, 2010, while assuring that they would be able to extend thefiOre than anger - but we cannoand presenter at the conferencethers.”
leases. But at the end of November, tenants got notices saying {iglerate this. These are not jusfromthe Ontario YCL Committee, ~ “United, real progress can be

owner requires the entire house “forimmediate family,” in apparerﬁ”mbers: They are our friendstalked about his situation and themade,” he added. “Unity is the

compliance with the BC Residential Tenancy Act. However, th@Y" relatives. Some we are nobroader fightback. “The workload best trait we can have in a society,

house is now being advertised online for February-March 201 lated to by birth or by marriage,[in my store] is sickening on somebecause it creates a mutual

i 2 s o heussas o dlel ars. e @ [es el tenar@t th.ey are our family, they arenights, and you basically have taresponsibility for each of us to

they will be welcome to return in April 2016! the sisters and brothers of ouihurt and exhaust your body just tdook after each others interests as
class,” Boyden said. get the stock up,” he said.awhole.”n
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EDIT ORIALS

Big labour struggles for 2010

The New Year may see a major escalation in the level of worki

class mobilization across Canada. Already, some heroic stru
are being carried out under difficult circumstances - the Steelwo
on strike against Brazilian transnational Vale, for example,
HandyDart drivers in B.C. battling a vicious U.S. employer.
These and other recent strikes show that workers in Canadg
the capacity to stand up against the right-wing attack, despi
unfortunate shortage of militant leadership at the highest leve

HOORAH!
THE RECESSION
]

the labour movement. But much wider struggles are needed to

from sporadic local actions to a truly powerful resistance movetherjt

led by the organized working class.

The recent Ontario Federation of Labour convention, wiicl
elected a new leadership and heard that the CAW is coming backjto
the OFL, is a welcome sign that the situation is improving. Buf th¢
mainimpetus for change may come from Quebec and British Coluinb

where contracts will soon expire for public sector workers.

In Quebec, unions representing 475,000 members have uni
issue common demands such an 11.25% pay increase ove
years, improved retirement plans, and support for workers’ fa

commitments. Despite right-wing claptrap about “overppi

government workers,” Quebec’s average public sector wag

$36,000 lags behind the private sector by 7.7%. The Common f

is the largest since 1972, when the Quebec working class lau
an historic general strike. Some 200,000 public sector employ
B.C. are also entering negotiations, facing the Campbell Lik
government which wants to impose a pay freeze and rollbac
important collective agreement provisions.

Add to the mix the reality that the capitalist economic cr|
continues to clobber private sector workers, and it becomes
that the situation is critical. The entire labour movement must
ways to extend solidarity to all workers engaged in struggle this

privatization, and other neoliberal policies. The challenge for 20
enormous, but the potential does exist for a mighty upsurge th
force governments and employers to retreat.

Billions for war , not the planet

While the Harper Tories whine about the “high cost” of redud
carbon emissions, a new report for the Canadian Centre for H

and to reach out to every sector of the population hit by cutb}c

)

Canada falls short at
Copenhagen climateatks...

Copenhagen with a “full suite ofmonth.”

sis
clear
find
ear,
ks,
Oi

continued from page 1

policies that relate to all major There has been no signal that
the first major concession by asources of emissions;’ his decisiorthe Tory government intends to
jor player at the talks, Chinesenotto fulfil that commitmentis one renew or strengthen its previous
vice-foreign minister He Yafei said reason why Canada has failed tcommitments to renewable power.
financing from rich countries improve overlastyear’'sranking.” In contrast, even the United States
should be directed to poor Itappears that Stephen Harpehas outspent Canadaonrenewable
ingcountries. will be the only G-7 leader to arrive energy by 14:1 (per capita) in their
“Financial resources for thein Copenhagen without a majorrespective 2009 budgets.

—
)

Alternatives by defence analyst Bill Robinson shows that mili

spending will be $21.185 billion in 2009-2010. That puts Canadai 3t
highest in the world, and number six among NATO'’s 28 memle

The government spends twenty times more on “defence” than
federal Environment Department, which has abudget of just$
billion. Even the $1.8 billion increase in military spending for 20
10 nearly doubles the Environment Department budget.

glrl)%ﬁorts of developing countries [tonational program to support *“With Canada’s renewable
ombat climate change are] alegalenewable power. New data fromindustry on the cusp of a major
robligation,” he told the media. Natural Resources Canada revearowth spurt creating jobs while
nth&hat does not mean China willthat the federal government’sdeliveringlong-termenvironmental
‘0dake a share - probably not.” support for renewables will benefits, itis a strange time for the
9- Meanwhile, Canada’srole attheeffectively end as of January 2010federal governmentto walk away,”

Copenhagen summit has been The federal government hassaid Steven Guilbeault from

Canada has spent $23.1 billion in successive increases to m|litafjgmal. In fact, Canada has beesupported low-impact renewableEquiterre. “This new federal data is
spending since 2001. About half of that has been spent of tfi#aced near the bottom of 57energy development through theyet another illustration of why
Afghanistan war. In historical terms, military spending today hagountries in the “Climate ChangeecoENERGY for Renewable PowerCanada is lagging here in
surpassed the Cold War 1989 figures by 22%. The misngmdeerformance Index.” The Index isprogram since 2007. The initiativeCopenhagen.”

“Canada First Defence Strategy” calls foran extra$130billionto$156ased 50% on a country’shas helped to create clean energy “As reducing emissions
billion for the military over the next 18 years. That could nearly trfpleemissions trends, 30% on itsand new jobs in every province,becomes increasingly urgent, this
Canadian overseas development assistance, enabling Canpd&missions level relative toandhasbeenimportanttofosteringgovernment is choosing to
meet or exceed the 0.7% foreign aid target and to provide addifionpbpulation, and 20% onits nationakhe growth of renewable power insubsidize pollution, rather than
resources for climate change. and international policies onCanada. reduce it,” Dave Martin from

Meanwhile, war remains highly profitable. The Coalition to Opppseclimate change. The decision not to renew theGreenpeace Canada added. “The
the Arms Trade reports that Canadian military exports have ggne to Matthew Bramley, Director of ecoENERGY for Renewable Powertar sands continue to receive
62 countries with troops engaged in foreign wars and/or nfajathe Pembina Institute’s Climateprogram or something similarbillions in subsidies from this
internal armed conflicts, and that Industry Canada continuestqgivehange Program, says thaindicates that the federalgovernmentwhile renewables are
generous financial support for military manufacturers and expoiftersCanada’s performance is thegovernment has no plans tdeft outin the cold.”

Meaningful action on climate change is primarily a mattef ofworst in the industrialized world - provide any support to new Canada has the potential to
political will. Canada has the resources to help tackle this crisisl- bt result of its high emissions, itsrenewable energy projectsin2010generate at least 20% of its
the Tories have instead decided to crank up the war machine]It'§gk of national policies capable of “With almost 11,000 megawattselectricity from the wind alone -
criminal policy, and it must be changed! substantially cutting those (MW) of projects in the queue for a feat Denmark accomplished in

emissions, and its unconstructivea program designed for 4,000 MW the year 2000. Combined with
PEOPLE'S VOICE role to date in internationalitis pretty clear that the last fewo;her renewables such as
negotiations. Among the world’s dollars have been spoken for,"/biomass, small hydro and
ISSN number 1198-8657 Published by New Labour Press Ltd. major emitters, only Saudi Arabiaaccording to Tim Weis, Director of geothermal, renewable power
Canadian Publications Mail Sales Product Agreement #40011632 is performing worse. Renewable Energy and Efficiencyneeds to play a major part in
“Minister Prentice committed Policy at the Pembina Institute.delivering on the government’s
earlier this year to come to“At the current pace of growth, promise to achieve 90 per cent of
federal support for renewableCanada’s electricity from non-
power will effectively finish this emitting sources by 2026.
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The rally for action on climate change in Copenhagen.
Photo from the Danish paper Arbejderen (Daily Worker)

People's Voice articles may be reprinted without
permission provided the source is credited.

\-------_I




5 « PEOPLE’S VOICE - JANUARY 1-15,2010

Right wing t actics disrupt CFS meeting

PV Youth Bureau :
spring.

Debates around the future of “We know the Conservatives
the Canadian Federation ofhave been trying to disrupt thea number of student unionsthe
Students,
Canada’'s largest studenton campus, like Public Interes
organization, came to a head at itResearch Groups and Palestin|
semi-Annual General Meetinglastsolidarity committees. This
month. Held Nov. 24-28 in Ottawa, semester we've also seen malicious
the AGM was attended by overcalls for impeachment of anyone
300 delegates from about eightyon a students’ union board who ig
student union locals. seen as left-wing,” Crispin said.

The meeting took place in the Of the ninety motions on the
context of thirteen organizedfloor atthe AGM, alarge majority F\E‘

lottery.”

Graduate

and universities affiliated with CFS defederation campaigns werg
campuses this semester. taking place. While a few of these

“These moves are been vocallymotions publicly intending to “re-
supported by the Conservativeshape and reform”the CFS passeg
Party,” B.C. delegate Zach CrispinCrispin told PV, “many of these
told People’s Voice.Crispin would break collective agreements
pointed to a series of cross-Canadaith the CFS’s unionized
workshops bringing togetheremployees, force elected leade -
Conservative youth and attendeaf the student movement to earrCFS rally against tuition hikes and student poverty at Queen's
by sitting Members of Parliament,the minimum wage, and institutePark in Toronto, Nov. 2009 (Photo: Ed Bil)

previously reported in PV last procedures such as leadership bglisrupting the process and stiflingCalgary,
regular discussion,” Crispin said.undergraduates and graduates,
“In my opinion, delegates from  Kwantlen Student Association,and the Post-Graduate Students’
Students’Society of McGill University
English-speakingwork of progressive organizationsattended the meeting in hopes oAssociation of the University of repeatedly putforward filibusters,

the Concordia

were ruled out of order by the chair,
and on one day delayed discussion
until 5am. When it appeared clear
a vote would not be cast in their
favour, a fire alarm was pulled.
According to Andrew Brett, a
student activist and writer for
Rabble.ca, the McGill Graduates
sentthree representatives who were
notmembers of their studentunion.
“One of them was Jose Barrios, a
University of Victoria defederation
activist flown in from British
Columbia; another was Dean
Tester, a conservative student at
Carleton University and owner of
www.alwaysright.ca” aright-wing

see CFS, page 10

CPC-36

Toronto, Feb. 5-7, 2010

A plan to defend people, not profit

S

The 36th Central
Convention of the
Communist Party of
Canada will be held Feb. 5-
7 in Toronto. People’s Voice
is printing excerpts from
the draft Political

Resolution for the
Convention. Here are some
of the sections on the
Communist Party’s
“people, not profits”
policies.

which serves the interests ofearnings;

following:
* protections for Canadian working cut-offs due to unemployment;

manufacturing jobs;

iron-clad guarantees preventingdomestic consumption;
layoffs, job cuts, wage or pension* emergency action to supportthe wealthy;
reductions, and

economic and political solution with benefits at 90% of former environmental protection andstandards; and

conservation, and in job creation* Canada’s immediate withdrawal
people, not profits - including the* a moratorium on evictions and programs for youth and the arts;from the disastrous war of
mortgage foreclosures and utility* sweeping progressive tax reformoccupation in Afghanistan, and a
based on ability to pay, the50% cutin military spending.
people through the immediate* an immediate increase in therevocation of all corporate tax
introduction of plant closure minimumwage to $16/hour, alongbreaks, write-offs and deferrals abf these anti-crisis actions requires
legislation to stop the exodus ofwith legislation to protect and everylevel, abolition of sales taxesmore transformative measures to
improve wages, benefits andand the introduction of wealth andsafeguard the jobs, incomes and
* emergency measures to protecpensions for all workers, to helpinheritance taxes - measures thatervices for the Canadian people,
secondary industries, along withraise incomes and stimulatewill shiftthe taxburdenfromworking including (amongst others):
people onto the corporations and The nationalization of the auto

The security and effectiveness

and steel industries in Canada;

requiring Aboriginal-led delivery of effective * emergency steps to protect and Public ownership under

All of these struggles need tocorporations to reinvest in theeconomic and social interventionsextend our public healthcare,democratic control of the big banks,

be addressed in the context of thelomestic economy; in Aboriginal communities;

overarching economic crisis which* the expansion of El to cover all* a massive public investmentprograms, including

education and other socialinsurance and other financial
the institutions in Canada;

is driving the right-wing attack. workers for the full duration of program to construct affordableestablishment of a public systent the nationalization of the energy
What is required today is aunemployment (including the social housing, to rebuild Canada’of universal, quality, affordable industry to guarantee domestic

comprehensive action plan - arelimination of the waiting period), decaying infrastructure,

Mar xist Exploit ation soars,
<l Unemployment up - p art 2

By Zoltan Zigedy, from

www.mltoday.com

massive loan

in childcare with Canada-wide supply and to provide the material

basis for the economic rebuilding
of Canadian industry and the
creation of hundreds of thousands
of jobs, especially in projects such
asrenewable energy, mass transit,
and the mass production of amore
fuel-efficient Canadian car;
*Canada’s immediate withdrawal
from NAFTA, ahaltto the “Security
and Prosperity Partnership” (SPP)

restoring the health of the privatewill likely consider employmentat burden upon the vast majority ofnegotiations, and the adoption of
sector with generous bailouts andhwage and benefitlevel well belowour fellow citizens. History shows g much more diversified, multilateral
guaranteestheir former rate. This downwardother responses: Roosevelt'srade policy based on mutual

InPart1 ofthisarticle (People’s furthering shifting the burden of pressure on wages contributes tsecond term - also hailed as apenefit: and
Voice, Dec. 1-13,2009) the authorrecovery onto the future taxthe willingness of those with endorsement of transformationak the introduction of a liveable,
analyzed the rising rate of obligations of the working class. employment to accept increase¢hange and a rebuke of pasguaranteed annual income (GAI)

exploitation of U.S. workers

The impact upon families of exploitationin order toretainajob.approaches - strove to place manjor every individual, as well as a

during the currenteconomic crisis.working people - saddled with With the unemployed willing to of the resources of governmenthorter work week with no loss in
Part 2 looks at the real trend escalating health care andworkforless, itis likely thatthose directly for the benefit of those take-home pay.

towards much
unemployment. uncertainty - is devastating. Withtheirs.

It is not just that workers are nearly one out of five US citizens
working harder; fewer are alsowithout a secure, sustainable jobthe Government’s

higher education costs, massive debt, andith jobs will fear for the loss of most harmed by economic

... Only united action onamass

catastrophe. But this is not thescale, drawing millions of working
The numbers, the reports fromapproach that this Administrationpeople into struggle, can breathe
Labour chose. Instead it hewed to thgeallife into such acomprehensive

working. The October official the economic crisisis far from overDepartment, are stark, yetthey faicorrupted line that extending aanti-crisis plan. That is why we

unemployment rate rose to 10.2%for the overwhelming majority.
the highest rate since 1983 and AsDougHenwood has pointeddesperation
only the second time since recordsut (Left Business Observét, 22,

that

to convey the pain, the misery, thehelping hand to corporate USA -have urged the leadership of the

underliesthe perpetrators of the crisis 4abour movement - the Canadian
increasing exploitation andwould pulleveryoneup,abankrupt_abour Congress, the labour

have been kept (1948) that theevenwithwomen enteringthe workexpanding unemployment. Theirreturn to the cynical approach ofcentrals in Quebec, and all of their

unemployment rate topped 10%!force in very great numbers, theimpactwill appear later in poverty the Reagan gang.
When workers without full-time percentage of people in the workfigures, suicides, broken families,

key affiliates - to come together

Looking forward, this approach along with its allies in the social

work or those discouraged fromforce (employment/population) crime statistics, child malnutrition, will only encourage more corporatemovements in an emergency
working are counted, the actuahas fallen to within striking avoidable illnesses and deathsyresponsibility and more pain for conference to articulate such a
rateis 17.5%, arate nearly equaltdistance of the level when theand other measures of neglect anthe vast majority. We, on the left,unified program of demands, a
or greater than all but the four pealGovernment first kept statisticshuman suffering. cannotcontinue toshirkourduty tofightback strategy based on
years of the Great Depression(1948). Itisirresponsible and dishonestspeak loudly for a new policy thatescalating mass action, and with
Where the Roosevelt For the unemployed, thenot to locate their cause in policywill putthe future of working people committed resources to see it
Administration resorted to public prospect of getting a job hasdecisions. It doesn’t have to beatthe top of the agenda. Itis time t@hrough...n

jobs programs to restorediminished to unprecedentedthis way. return to a vigorous oppositional T d th i
employmentafter 1934, the currentevels: the median length of The decisions taken by the newstance and castaside the misplaced, (To rea € entre ,
Administration, guided by its unemployment now stretches toAdministration, decisions takentonaive trust in the Democratic fesolution for the CPC's
dogmatic neo-liberal economicnearly five months. Therefore, theaddress a profound economicAdministration. The season of 36th Convention, visit
team, has largely relied uponaverage worker, outof desperationgrisis, did not have to place thechildish fantasy is oven Www.communist-party.ca)
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Morales win deepens Bolivian revolution

Bolivia’s first indigenous redefine how government fundg
president. He is hugely popularare disbursed.

Bolivian President Evo Morales among the Indian majority thatalso During his first term, Morales
vowed to increase state controbupported a constitutional reformlaunched a state takeover of th
over the economy and strengtherarlierin 2009to allow himtorunfor energy industry, and raised taxe
political power for indigenous a second consecutive term. on foreign companies in Bolivia,
groups, after he was re-elected on “Bolivians have given us an bringing a windfall to fund popular
Dec. 6in alandslide. enormous responsibility to deepersocial programs. The governmen

Jubilant supporters wavingthis transformation,” he said afternow issues cash payments t
Bolivianflagsjumpedupanddownhis victory. “Bolivians have school children, mothers and
in La Paz’s central Murillo squarepunished the people who arepensioners, reaching a quarter g
after polls closed, chanting “Evol! traitors of this process.” Bolivia’s 10 million people.

Evo!” Inabooming victory speech  “Evo Morales has a mandate “ForthefirsttimeinBolivia’s...
punctuated by fireworks from theunlike any other president in thehistory, the state is reaching ever
balcony of the presidential palacehemisphere, including Barackhome,” he said during the
Morales called on all sectors ofObama,” said analystJim Shultz otampaign. “It's not a solution, but
society - including the opposition the non-profit Democracy Centerfor many families it's a big relief.”
- to unite behind him. in Cochabamba. “This is the fifth Morales has already given

“We have the enormous national election infour years andindian communities more authority
responsibility to deepen andhis margin of victory has only over investment in natural
accelerate this process of changejhcreased each and every time.” resources in their territories. The
he said. Bytaking two-thirds of Congress,new constitution enshrines

Morales won about 63 percentthe MAS could call for new traditional practices after centurieg ?
of the vote, more than 35 percenteferendums to amend theof harsh discrimination since the
points ahead of his closesiconstitution. The result also givesSpanish conquest.
challenger, rightist former Morales control of judicial During this campaign, he
Governor Manfred Reyes Villa. appointments, reducing the chancegledged to launch state-run pape
The president’s Movementthe opposition could successfullycement, dairy and drug companiep
Toward Socialism party also challenge his policies. Morales willand develop iron and lithium
looked likely to win two-thirds of have greater political powertoexpandndustries to help Bolivia export
the seats in both houses obn radical changes he already hagalue-added products instead o
Congress, leaving his dividedmade, suchasindigenous autonomgaw materials.
conservative opposition with little and land reform. Venezuelan President Hugg
power to oppose revolutionary The re-election to a new five-Chavez congratulated Evo
reforms during his five-year secondyear term comes under the neworales, calling his landslide Bolivian President Evo Morales wins a second term.
term. Reyes narrowly led in theconstitution which “refounded” electoral win a victory for all of
opposition bastion of Santa CruzBolivia as a “plurinational” state, Latin America. exists throughout Latin Americaiscountry... to build a new path in
state in the eastern lowlands withallowing self-rule forthe country’s ~ “Yesterday there was jubilation also promoted by the governmentgpeace...The other way would be to
50 per cent, compared to 43 peB6 native peoples. throughout the continent,” Chavezof Rafael Correa (Ecuador), Luiztake up arms. Ithink thatis whatthe
cent for Morales. Twelve of Bolivia’'s more than said on Dec. 7 during his speech anhacio Lula da Silva (Brazil) and bourgeoisie wants but they are at

The three political parties that330 municipalities voted on the First International ConferenceCristina Fernandez (Argentina). a disadvantage even though they
dominated Bolivian politics for indigenous autonomy, whichcelebrating ten years since the “This process that|dareto callcount on the support of the
decades have now been all butvould allowthemtorestructureinadoption of the Bolivarian constitutionalism is a new force,” Empire.”
erased. The last survivor was théavour of traditional governance Constitution of Venezuela. and “l say with humility that the =~ Chavez pointed out that when
National Union. Its presidential based onconsensus-building. Still Chavez said he was surenitial outbreak began here inthe presidentof Honduras, Manuel
candidate, Samuel Doria Medina, do be defined by the new Congres#$/orales would continue “fighting Caracas,” he said, referring to theZelaya, proposed to consult the
cementmagnate, got just 6 per cerdre larger territorial autonomies forwithout rest to diminish poverty” adoption of the new constitutionpeople about the possibility of
of the vote. indigenous groups that couldand improve the welfare of hisin 1999, whichmanyrefertoastheconvening a Constituent

Morales, an Aymara Indian, isredraw the political map andpeople, “based on indigenousbeginning of the Bolivarian Assembly, he was deposed in a
philosophy.” revolution. military coup. The threat of a coup

Chavez said that governments He stressed that more needs talso exists in Boliviaand Ecuador,
like that of Morales embody asocialbe done to deepen this sociasaid Chavez, in order “to stem the
movement which he dubbedprocessacrossLatin America“withrising tide” of independent
“popular constitutionalism,” that the variations of each case, of eacgovernmentsn

PV Vancouver Bureau
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O
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Thousands attend Jara’s reburial

Theremains of legendary Chilean singer Victor Jara were reburied
in Santiago on December 5, 36 years after he was murdered during
the U.S.-backed September 1973 military coup.

Thousands of people, including President Michelle Bachelet, paid
their last respects during a three-day wake in the capital. His widow
Joan Turner, an English-born dancer, stood by her husband’s coffin
and greeted guests during the wake.

Victor Jara, who was also a theatre director and one of the best-
known members of the Communist Party of Chile, was among the
first victims of the fascist coup in which General Augusto Pinochet
seized power. Rounded up with many others in the National Stadium
in Santiago, Jara kept up the spirits of his fellow prisoners, performing

New sentences for Ramon
and Fernando, but struggle
for the Cuban Five continues

Three of us have come to the

his songs until guards finally smashed his hands and shot him dead.
His broken body was found a few days later.

His body was exhumed in June to clarify the circumstances of his
death. A court then established that he had been tortured and shot
more than 30 times. Earlier in 2009, after Jara’s family came forward
with new information, former army conscript Jose Adolfo Paredes
Marquez was charged with the killing. He denies responsibility for
Jara’s death, and the officers who ordered his murder have never been
formally identified. n

Chilean carrying image of Victor Jara at the reburial.

more than ever to fight for the
immediate freedom of the CubanMiami Court to be re-sentenced
Five, and for the right of Olga due to an order from the Eleventh
Salanueva and Adriana Perez t€ircuit Court of Appeals, which
Dear Friends of the Cuban Five,receive visas to visit their determined that our sentences had
Today [December 9] in ahusbands Rene Gonzalez an@een erroneously imposed.
courtroom ofthe U.S. District Court Gerardo Hernandez.” Our brother Gerardo Hernandez,
forthe Southern Districtof Florida A new stage in the Cuban Fivewho is serving two life terms plus
packed with supporters of thefreedom fight has just begun. Wel5 years, has been arbitrarily
Cuban Five including family urge supporters around the worldexcluded from this re-sentencing
members of Ramon Labanino ando initiate new actions and continueprocess. His situation remains the
Fernando Gonzalez, Ramon andhe struggle with renewed vigor principaliinjustice in our case. The
Fernando were resentenced.  until the Five are free. US Governmentiswell aware of the
Ramon received a 30-year falseness of the accusations
sentence, reduced from life in“We will continue until against him and the unfairness of
prison. Fernando received i i " his sentence.
sentence of 17 years and9montk?§,he final victory This has been a complex
reduced from his original sentenceStatement issued by Antonigrocess, difficult and much
of 19 years. Guerrero, Fernando Gonzalez,discussed inevery detail, in which
Gloria La Riva, coordinator of Ramon Labanino, Miami, we participated along with our
the National Committee to Free theDecember 8, 2009 counsels. We did not give an inch
Cuban Five, said “Sisters and in our principles, decorum and
brothers, today in the courtroom, Dear Sisters and Brothers fromhonor, always defending our
the dignity and courage of ourCubaand from all over the World:innocence and the dignity of our
brothers Fernando and Ramonwas We have already served morecountry.
visible for all to see, as was that othan 11 years in prison and thereis Just as it did at the moment of
Antonio when he was resentencedtill no justice at any level of the
on Oct. 13. We commit ourselvesAmerican legal system.

From the Bulletin of the
U.S. National Committee To
Free the Cuban Five

see CUBAN FIVE, page 11
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“Socialism the only real alternative™

and the depression of real wages igeoples’ rights. communist propaganda not onlyand launch broad struggles for the
the burden for the working people - Notes that the only way out of in individual countries but at global rights of the people and against the
as against the gift of huge bailouthis capitalist crisis for the working and inter-state forums (EU, OSCEcapitalist system. Though the
Workers's Parties. New packages for the co.rporat.iorjs. plass and the common.people is t@ouncilofEurope).Howgvermuchc_apitalistgystem isinherently crisis
Delhi. Nov. 20_22’ - Reallses that this crisis is nomtens_lfystr_ugglesagal_nstthe rulehey may try, the ach|e_ve_mer_1tsr|dden,_|t does not collapse
' aberration based on the greed of af capital. Itis the experience of theand contributions of socialism inautomatically. The absence of a
This 11th International Meeting few or lack of effective regulatory working class that when it defining the contours of moderncommunist-led counterattack
of the Communist and Workers’ mechanisms. Profit maximisation,mobilises its strength and resistgivilisation remain inerasable. engenders the danger of rise of
Parties, held to discuss “Thetheraisond’ etre of capitalism, haghese attempts it can be successfilaced with these relentless attackseactionary forces. The ruling
international capitalist crisis, thesharply widened economicin protecting its rights. Industry our struggles thus far had beermlasses launch an all out attack to
workers’ and peoples’ sit-ins, factory occupations mainly defensive struggles,prevent the growth of the
struggle, the alternatives an . . and such militant working struggles to protect the rights thatommunists and the workers’
the role of the communist and Delhl DeCIaratlon Of class actions have forced theve had won earlier. Today’s parties to protect their status quo.
working class movement”: - ruling classes to consider theconjuncture warrants the launchSocial democracy continues to
- Reiterates thatthe curren the Commun|5t and demands of the workers. Latinof an offensive, not just to protectspread illusions about the real

Statement adopted by the
11th International Meeting
of the Communist and

global recessionis a systemi Workersu PartieS America, the current theatreour rights but win new rights. Not character of capitalism, advancing
crisis  of  capitalism of popular mobilisations and for winning a few rights but for slogans such as ‘humanisation of
demonstrating its historic working class actions, hasdismantling the entire capitalistcapitalism’, ‘regulation’, ‘global

limits and the need for itsinequalities both betweenshownhowrightscanbe protecteedifice - for an onslaught on thegovernance’ etc. These in fact
revolutionary overthrow. It countries and within countries inand wonthroughstruggle. Inthesaule of capital, for a political support the strategy of capital by
demonstrates the sharpening othese decades of ‘globalisation’times of crisis, once again thealternative - socialism. denying class struggle and
the main contradiction of The natural consequence was working class is seething with - Resolves that under thesebuttressing the pursuit of anti-
capitalism betweenits social naturelecline in the purchasing power ofdiscontent. Many countries haveconditions, the communist andpopular policies. No amount of
of production and individual the vast majority of world witnessed and are witnessing hugevorkers parties shall actively work reform can eliminate exploitation
capitalist appropriation. The population. The present crisis isworking class actions, demandingo rally and mobilise the widest under capitalism. Capitalism hasto
political representatives of Capitalthus a systemic crisis. This onceamelioration. These working classpossible sections of the populaibe overthrown. This requires the
try to conceal this unresolvableagain vindicates the Marxistactions need to be furtherforces inthe struggle for full time intensification of ideological and

contradiction between capital andanalysis that the capitalist systenstrengthened by mobilising thestable employment, exclusivelypolitical working class led popular
labour that lies at the heart of thds inherently crisis ridden. Capital, vast mass of suffering people, nopublic and free for all health, struggles. All sorts of theories like
crisis. This crisis intensifies in its quest for profits, traversesjust for immediate alleviation but education and social welfare,'there is no alternative’ to

rivalries between imperialist boundaries and tramples upon imperialist globalisation are

powers who along with the anything and everything. In the _ : propagated. Countering them,
internationalinstitutions - the IMF processitintensifies exploitatior : S ourresponseis ‘socialismis the
World Bank, WTO and others - areof the working class and othe e ' alternative’.

implementing their ‘solutions’ strata of working people, " We, the communist and

which essentially aim to intensify imposing greater hardships RN, workers’ parties coming fromall

capitalist exploitation. Military and Capitalism in fact requires tc ¥ A A parts of the globe and

political ‘solutions’ are maintainareserve army oflabour. representing the interests of the
aggressively pursued globally byThe liberation from such capitalistfor a long-term solution to their against gender inequality andworking class and all other toiling

imperialism. NATO is promoting a barbarity can come only with theplight. racism, and for the protection ofsections of society (the vast majority
new aggressive strategy. Theestablishment of the real - Imperialism, buoyed by the the rights of all sections of theof global population) underlining

political systems are becomingalternative, socialism. This requiresdemise of the Soviet Union and thevorking people including the the irreplaceable role of the
more reactionary curtailing the strengthening of anti-periods of boom preceding thisyouth, women, migrant workerscommunist parties call upon the
democratic and civil liberties, tradeimperialist and anti-monopoly crisis had carried out andthose from ethnic and nationapeople to join us in strengthening
union rights etc. This crisis is struggles. Our struggle for anunprecedented attacks on theninorities. the struggles to declare that
further deepening the structuralalternative is thus a struggle againstights of the working class and the - Calls upon the communist andsocialismis the only real alternative
corruption under capitalism whichthe capitalist system. Our strugglepeople.  This has beenworkers parties to undertake thisorthe future of humankind and that
is being institutionalised. for an alternative is for a systemaccompanied by frenzied anti-task in their respective countrieshe future is ours:

- Reaffirms that the currentwhere there is no exploitation of
crisis, probably the most acute angbeople by people and nation by
all encompassing since the Greatation. It is a struggle for another I b f
Depression of 1929, has left noworld, ajustworld, asocialistworld. CommunISt S Ca” for glo al aCtlonS
field untouched. Hundreds of - Conscious of the fact that the
thousands of factories are closeddominantimperialist powers would
Agrarian and rural economies areseek their way out of the crisis by
under distress intensifying miseryputting greater burdens on the
and poverty of millions of working people, by seeking to
cultivators and farm workers penetrate and dominate the
globally. Millions of people are left markets of countries with medium
jobless and homeless.and lower level of capitalist
Unemployment is growing to development, commonly called
unprecedented levels and isleveloping countries.
officially expectedto breachthe 50 This they are trying to achieve
million mark. Inequalities are firstly, through the WTO Doha

Eighty-nine participants Due to last-minute visa failed to bring forward any
representing 57 communist andoroblems, Communist Party ofsubstantial alternative policies to
workers’ parties from 48 countriesCanada leader Miguel Figueroahose of the Conservatives.
took partinthe 11th Internationalwas unfortunately unable to “Generally speaking, the
meeting of the communist andattend. The CPC was representefightback by the labour
workers’ parties (IMCWP) held in New Delhi by Harjit Daudharia, movement and its allies has been
in New Delhi. The meeting aveteran party leader from Britishslow to develop. There are many
unanimously adopted the DelhiColumbia. reasons for this, including the
Declaration (above), and agreed The CPC'’s contribution to the intensity, speed and escalation
that the next meeting will be discussions in Delhi is posted abfthe assault. Butitisalso aresult
hosted by the South Africanthe website of the communist anfthe lingering effect of the Cold

increasing across the globe - theound of trade talks, which reflect Co_lr_r;]rgurn\s/ltgsvng. called for vWV\‘/JV\r/\licrjidnet or V\?eaiger?r’n \s/\(/)%?aﬁg? sctlzltgg wﬁigﬁzsil?e?%
rich are getting richer and the poorthe unequal economic agreements X . -0rg. g. P , J . .
concrete actions to be undertakehere some brief excerpts. the dominance of right-wing

poorer. More than one billion at the expense of the peoples of. . ; “ - orisis h ial d h )
people, that is one-sixth ofthese countries particularly with in all countries and coordinated “The global economic crisis hassocial democracy as the main

; : globally on the following issues: impacted heavily on Canadaand itddeology of the trade union
\r/]vL(J)nnlgrr: gﬁd?ngmrllurggg érg(t(r)]létf?r;{ieggrel\r:gﬁtc;a?ir cl:zullttlljjrr:: SIE/? ;\rdkaertd T Against NATO and its global people. While the financial sectorleadership. This has definitely
victims g Access (NAI\Q/]IA) expansion; against renewedescapedrelatively unscathed - noneampered attempts by organized

True to their class nature. the Secondlv. capitalism. which in imperialist military of the Canadian banks collapsedvorkers to develop extra-
response of the respec’tivethefirstpla():/éisPesponsibleforthe agg_ressi_v_eness, and againgduring the meItdow_n—mostotherparliamentarypoliticalstruggles
foreign military bases. parts of domestic economy,to resist plant closures and

capitalist governments todestruction of the environment, is
overcome this crisis fails to addressrying to transfer the entire burden
these basic concerns. All the neoef safeguarding the planet from
liberal votaries and social climate change, which in the first
democratic managers of capitalismplace they had caused, onto the
who had so far decried the State arghoulders of the working class and
now utilising the state for rescuingworking people. Capitalism’s
them, thus underlining a basic facproposal for restructuring in the
that the capitalist state has alwaysame of climate change has little
defended and enlarged avenueslation to the protection of the
for super profits. While the costsenvironment. Corporate inspired
ofthe rescue packages and bailout§&reen development’ and ‘green
are at public expense, the benefiteconomy’ are sought to be used to

- To observe November 29 as aspecially the manufacturing andeconomic attacks.

day of solidarity with the resource sectors, both of whichare “Notwithstanding these
Palestinian struggle, and toheavily dependent on exports taveaknesses however, Canadian
observe 2010 as the sixty-fifththe U.S. market, have been severelyworkers have repeatedly shown
anniversary of the defeat ofcrippled. Unemploymentcontinuestheir capacity to struggle in the
fascism. to increase, and is expected tdace of the capitalist crisis and its
- To strengthen popularofficially surpass 10% by the consequences.

mobilisations in defence of end ofthisyear, althoughinreal “The problem of leadership -
workers rights in coordination terms, it is already much higheror lack thereof - in the fightback
with the trade unions. than that.... against the corporate attack is
- To intensify international “And yet despite their right- not primarily organizational, but
solidarity for the release of thewing, anti-people policies, the ratherideological in character. It

S 10 e The nait oo now e monapan e S o eman i powe ant res shpkly st e
packages announced, areegulations which support profit 02 pressingin the general election expectedwithin the trade unions. This is

addressed first to rescue and themaximisation and impose new
enlarge profit making avenues.hardships on the people. Profit
Banks and financial corporates arenaximisation under capitalism is
now back in business and makinghus not compatible with
profits. Growing unemployment environmental protection and

governments in respectivenextyear,inlarge measure becaugbe main challenge confronting
countries, demanding the right tathe bourgeois “opposition’ parties,our Party as we prepare for our
work in coordination with the including the main social- upcoming 36th Convention next
youth organisations. democratic party, the NDP, haveFebruary..."»
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Global class struggle

Dubai CriSiS by multinational enterprises period, campaignslike KickitOut! Codelco reported profits of nextfewdays. Theywere promised
- facilitated the commission of thehave succeeded in making racisnS$2 billion for the first nine thatthe overtime on Dec. 10 would

Sparks mig rant regime’s crimes, which could notunacceptable in football. The TUCmonths of 2009, down from US$4.8be cancelled and the hour they spent

. have occurred without thebelieves that something similar isbillionforthe same period in 2008.striking would be paid.

jOb fears provision of data-collection and needed to challenge homophobidhe drop was due largely to falling

] procession systems, crowd-andwe have begun this task todagopper prices. The firm recently i
Large numbers of migrantcontrol hardware and vehicleswith the launch ofanewalliance.”announced  several bigLabour dISpUteS
workers from Asiaand the Middle yhich were designed and investments, including a US$2rise in Be|J|ng
East are likely to bear the brunt ofmaintained to meet the regime’'sfea Wworkers billion expansion to it's Radimiro
the Dubai emirate’s severe Cred'?epressive needs. Injured victims __. ; Tomic minefollowingthe discovery  About 80,000 workers had been
problems, reports the BBC. Theshould be able to pursue redres®ffice seized of new copper reserves in Chile’sinvolved in disputes with their
country’s construction sector still Region Il. Aninvestmentof US$900 employers by the end of November,
bears the scars left by the global nillion will increase daily doublethe numberof2008,asenior
financial crisis. o ( Production at the firm’s Andina official of the Beijing trade union
Dubai had been enjoying a mine by 25 per centby 2011.  says, according to ti@hina Daily
boom, lilmar':r?etd by ftt)r?rrb(?wed English-language newspaper
money. Now that one of the bigges i i i i
government owned companies office of the central union of teaczeCh Workers pu_?_l;]sef}(zdwetrhee g%?gglocg'sputes

Dubai World, is having trouble garden labourers in Bangladesh. I during the same periodin 2007 and
paying its debt, more migrant The tea labour leaders saythapondUCt Wl|dcatS 49’080 in 200%' said Zhang

workers could be sent home. a committee elected during the 514,14 20 Czech workers left Hengshun, director of law

‘Hundreds of thousands of former caretaker government'srulg, welding shop in Hyundai department of Beijing municipal
migrant workers built Dubai, and had established the office atyq,ior manufacturing during their federation oftrade union. The most
continue to clean its streets an Srimangal. But, a local gang withgpigs on pecember 1. One day lateimportant reason behind the
keep most of its institutions the blessing of some ruling partyyne e \yas a one-hour wildcat strikedrastic increase, he said, is that
running. In return, remittances men captured the office illegally on¢ 16 same company. On Dec. arbitration has been free of charges
earned there have helped the November 25. At the rally, union, ers at  the Hyundai since May 1, 2008, when the Law
survive the grinding poverty in leaders vowed to launch atoughe oo ytractor Dymos also held an Mediation and Arbitration of
their home countries. Butin Dubai,for the complicity of such entities 29itationsoontogetbackthe officeno_ho\r work stoppage. On DecLabor Disputes took effect.
residency depends on having & the specific crimes listed in the | N€ Protesting workers later led a; “ype " \njon called a “strike  “The payment stopped some
job or having a big bank accountamended complaints. procession in the city beforegnargancy” a symbolic measuremployees who wanted to apply
If you don’t have either, you can  “The histories of apartheid andnanding over a memorandum tQ \yarn that unless managemenfor arbitration before the law took
be sent home. _SAlabourrelations are inextricably € labour minister. tarts negotiations a real strikeeffect,” said Wang Fang, a lawyer

_The Dubai government says itintertwined. The need for a cheap In the memo, they demand,edzction will be called in Hyundai. from Beijing Zhicheng law firm.
will not bail out its debt-stricken and pliant labour force led to many!Mmediate stepsto free their union™ 14 400 Hyundai workers Formerly, employees were charged
companies, insisting that althoughof the crimes which underlie thisffice from the clutch of illegal o nart in the Dec. 2 strike,300 yuan for arbitration. Free
Dubai World is owned by the [itigation. The laws and institutions °ccuPants andreturn itback to the, nging up against obligatoryarbitration has encouraged more
government, legally itisaseparateyf  apartheid systematically €/€cted body. Otherwise, theqenime selective annualbonuseemployees to choose legal
business entity. Negotiations argemoved all workplace ang Workers would be compelled to, g workplace harassment. Wheichannels to resolve their labor
underway over how to settle thegonstitutional protection from the P€9in @ widespread struggle inthg, o o\ ertime was supposed talisputes, Wang said. But as the
dispute. Butwhatever the outcomep|ack labour force. tea sector, they warmned. begin, workers on one of the linesnumber of arbitration cases
affected companies in Dubai will  “The pass laws deprived any . stopped production, and all theincreases, so has the amount of
downsize by laying off more foreign pass-carrying person from being aChilean miners other lines joined in. The workerstime spent waiting for a result.
workers. “employee’ and deprived them of then assembled in the canteen. The Labor dispute cases heard by

any protections and labour rights.return to work management told them to choose Beijing courts have also increased,

Over 200 tea garden labourer:
formed a human chain and held
rally in front of the Sylhet Central
Shaheed minar on Dec. 8,
protesting the illegal seizure of the

J

artheid profiteers The Group Areas Act, the institution _ representative to negotiate on theiaccording to areport by the Beijing
Ap p ofthe Bantustans and influx control _ Workers at the Chqucamat%ehah(' but instead, the workersSecond Intermediate People’s
face lawsuit rendered black South Africans adNin€in Chile’s north agreed to endyemanded the managementto com@ourt. The court accepted 4,506

~ immigrants in their own country. their strike and return 10 onq ¢4k in front of everyone. After labour dispute cases by Nov. 10,
The Congress of South AfricanThis was slavery in all but name.” Negotiations with the mine’'s ownera hoyr of open negotiations, the2009, up 180 percent over 2008.
Trade Unions is to act a@smicus Codelco on Dec. 10. "We (theyqrkers agreed to complete the shifbout half of the cases were related

Curiae (Friend of the Courth a i miners) will return to work and t0 44 continue negotiating over theto overtime rates and payment.
class action lawsuit being broughtU K alliance tack- negotiations with Codelco, aiming J 9 pay

against South African firms who i to get our workers a better deal,”
cgllaborated with the apartheidleS homophobla union chief Victor Galleguillos said.
regime in a District Court in the  Britain’s Trade Union Congress _ACCess tothe mine was blockeg
USA on January 6, 2010. (TUC) has announced a newP" DeC. 9 as 4,500 workers

In a statement, COSATU says glliance of unions and lesbian, gayPotested a proposed change t
“Our decision rests on the beliefhisexual and transgender (LGBT)the'r contract benefits. Codelco
that the apartheid system wagampaignerstotacklethe prejudicd/anted to remove previously
based on the white South Africantaced by LGBT people in football. 297€€d holiday and pension

minority strivingto secure acheaprepresentatives  of  theadreements from the miners’ new - :
and pliant workforce to reap thePropfessional contract, which is to take effectlnfsend me information

Footballers .

bet”e“ifs of the cpuntr)t/.’s IVaitAssociation, Pride Sports, Kick itJar(]:uhal%.uicamata oroduces on the Communist

natural resources, in particular itsoyti, Schools Out!, the LGBT _

mineral wealth. Our members weresports Network and the Brighton_arounth,OOO flrée tor&s ofcopperg Party of Canada

; ; ay. The one-day disruption ig

thuds among t.het.worSt affec:?ﬁbased Justin Campaign Cam%sﬁmated to h?’;/\ve cgst thd The Communist Party of Canada, formed in 1921, has a proud history of

and our organisations were at tNgpgether with _members ofthe Tuccom any US$8 million fighting for jobs, equality, peace, Canadian independence, and socialfsm.

forefront of the anti-apartheid | GBT committee to form a new Mp y hile. ind t.' | acti The CPC does much more than run candidates in elections. We think thefight

movement. We therefore fully gjliance on Dec. 9. eanwhiie, Industrial aclion | ,qainst pig business and its parties is a year-round job, so our membefs are
active across the country, to build our party and to help strengthen people’s
movements on a wide range of issues. All our policies and leadership arf set

support the position taken by the ' The organisations agreed tg*ontinued atthe El Teniente ming
Government of South Africainits coordinate their efforts againstS0Uth of Santiago, also owned by

democratically by our members. To find out more about Canada’s party of
socialism, contact the nearest CPC office.

Many items in our "Global Class
Struggle" column are from the
Labour Start website,

www .labourst art.org

~N

letter of 1 September 2009 and w@omophobia at all levels of theC0delco. ~~ Around 230
believe that this litigation is an game. Specific suggestions for howpuPcontracted workers were o
important part of the rebuilding of to tackle prejudice will be conveyedStrike. demanding thatthe compa_m}
South Africa, particularly given to the Football Association, to2dd@seriousinjury compensatio
the failure of the corporate entitiesyyild on their commitment to deal dUarantee to their existing contract
being charged to participate in theyith the problem. Unions will 'heyalsodemandaUs$2,500end-

Central Committee CPC
290A Danforth Ave, Toronto, Ont., M4K 1N6
Ph. (416)469-2446 Fax (416)469-4063 E-mail <info@cpc-pcc.gp>

Truth and Reconciliation processencourage their members tojoin irpf-strike bonus for each worker. Eart@ Commuqisteddu(?ue%et)isection du Easlg?tchey\l%n cPC )
. DL ! _ “ : : arti communiste du Canada mail: <mail@communist-party-sk.ca>
Their responsibility of the this action. Itwould ideal for all if we can 5430, av. Trans-Island, Montréal, QC, Ottawa CPC

H3W 3A5
Tel: (514)737-7817 Cel: (514)212-3857
E-mail: <pueblo@sympatico.ca>

defendants for their conductduring millions of people are involved @771ve atadealin the shortesttimg

i . : Tel: 613-232-7108
the apartheid era has never bee playing or watching football, POSSiPle,” said union leader °

Manitoba Committee CPC
387 Selkirk Ave., Winnipeg, R2W 2M3

fully accounted for, and their from the playground to premier Manuel Ahumada.
liability has never been dischargedeague clubs, but no one dares to E! Teniente is the largest
by any reconciliation process.  pe ‘out’ at senior level in the gameunderground mine in the world,
“Yet, as our members for fear of the abuse they will Producing 404,700 metric tons of
experienced first-hand, certaingndure, says the TUC. fine copperlastyear. State-ownedl
multinational corporations actively  TUC General Secretary BrendarC0d€lco is the world's biggest
collaborated with the apartheidgarber said: “At a time when Miningcompany. ltsrevenues fund
governmentand aided and abettefopular attitudes to LGBT peopled0Vernment social programs. A
its abhorrent crimes. Thehaye improved greatly, football P€rcentage of the company’s
customised administrative andgrounds remain bastions ofProfits are alsokeptaside forarm
technological assistance prOVidquomophobic prejudice. Overa |Ongpurchases

B.C. Committee CPC

706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, V5L 3J1
Tel: 604-254-9836 Fax: 604-254-9803
E-mail: cpbc@telus.net

Edmonton CPC

Box 68112, 70 Bonnie Doon PO
Edmonton, AB, T6C 4N6

Tel: 780-465-7893 Fax: 780-463-0209

Calgary CPC
Unit #1, 19 Radcliffe Close SE,
Calgary, T2A 6B2 Tel: 403-248-6489

\_

Tel/fax: 204-586-7824

Ontario Ctee. CPC
290A Danforth Ave., Toronto, M4K 1N6
Tel: 416-469-2446

Hamilton Ctee. CPC

265 Melvin Ave., Apt. 815
Hamilton, ON,

Tel: 905-548-9586

Atlantic Region CPC
Box 70, Grand Pré, NS, BOP 1M0O
Tellfax: 902-542-7981

J
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"Canada should make Dow account able"

Likewise, Rachna Dhingra who recklessly opening the doors to
earlier worked for Dow and is now foreign investors at the cost of

As Canada gears up for theworking with the victims of the peoples’ life and liberty.

Winter Olympics 2010, activists Bhopal tragedy, feels that the RachnaDhingraallegesthat Dow
involved in helping the victims of company is both legally and is one of the donors to the BJP,
Bhopal - the worst incident in themorally responsible to fix the while the company is represented
by a lawyer aligned with the
Congress Party. How the rich
multinational companies get away
by befriending the political forces
in developing and poor countries
can be understood from the Bhopal
episode. Not only has the Indian
governmentfailedto pressthe USA
to hand over Warren Anderson,
but a meagre compensation has
been paid to the victims.

Canada can at least make Dow
answerable be cancelling its Olympic
sponsorship. Prime Minister
Stephen Harper, who recently
visited India to improve trade

By Gurpreet Singh, Surrey

India - have stepped up theirCarbide, and should cleanthe watg
campaign against the US-basedystem in the affected area
Dow Chemical company. According to several studies, th
In December 1984, there was ainderground water of Bhopal is|
massive gas leak at the Uniorstill contaminated.
Carbide pesticide plantinBhopal, The Bhopal activists feel that
instantly killing about 5,000 people.the Indian establishment lacks thg
The number of the dead later rossvill to get Anderson extradited
to 20,000. Union Carbide is nowfrom the USA and to make Dow
owned by Dow Chemical, one of Chemical accountable. Both the
the official corporate sponsors ofruling Congress party and the
the 2010 Olympics. right-wing opposition BJP have
Union Carbide CEO Warren accepted favours from Dow, which
Anderson was charged ands also accused of bribing India -
arrested for the deaths in India, bubfficials. India’s Central Bureau of Dec. 3 vigil at the Vancouver Art Gallery (Photo: K. Cariou)
was allowed to flee the countryInvestigationis probingthe matter. relations with that country, should
back to the United States. India’s Ambassador to the USA,involved in double standards, asggovernment of the province triedintervene to get justice for the
The activists who are helpingMeera Shankar, has named Dowhey have been more carefuto underplay the issue by claimingvictims of the tragedy. A national
the victims families and those whoChemical among other companiesowards public safety in the USA, that the drinking water of the city daily of India, The Hindy has

became visually impaired for thewhich reportedly paid bribes tobutdonotcarewhenitcomestothés clean. Apart from facing the already setanexample by cancelling
restof their lives organized a candléndian ministries and staff. safety of the people of a poorallegations of protecting Dow, thethe associate sponsorship of Dow
lightvigilin VancouveronDecember  Atthetime ofthe mishap, Madhyacountry like India. two big national political parties Chemical for its Friday Review
3tomarkthe 25th anniversary of thePradesh province, where Bhopalcity Twenty-five years later,the BJPshould also take blame forNovember Fest2008.
episode. Thevigilwas held notonlyis located, was governed by the
to draw the attention of the world toCongress. The government did
the sufferings of the victims, butnothing to relocate the Union
also to seek a ban on Dow from theCarbide plant despite warnings of E n d TO rtu re E n d th e War
Olympics. possible disaster. T.R. Chauhan, t )
Satinath Sarangi, the prominenformer plant operator and the autho
leader of the Bhopal victims, whoofBhopal: The inside stolyelieves The Canadian Peace Alliance hasarmy. The results were staggeringcalled for a Parliamentary
visited Vancouver a few years agothe company was also involved inissued the following statement omAccording to their findings, 98.5% discussion on the future role of
had asked the Canadiarcost cutting measures and possiblthe US/NATO escalation of theof detainees said that they were€Canada in Afghanistan, has
government not to let Dow compromised safety. He also saysvar in Afghanistan, and the tortured. They have concludeddecidedtocancelthatdebate, likely
Chemicalto participate inthe eventthat Union Carbide and Dow areconfirmation of Canada's role in that torture “is a commonplacebecause he fears any scrutiny on
turning over detainees to torture: practice in Afghanistan’s law thetortureissue. Complicity inwar
Thetestimony of Richard Colvin enforcementinstitutions,” and addcrimes is too serious an issue to be
shows that the highest levels othat “torture is also perpetrated byswept under the carpet. There must
O bse rve rS C h aI I e n g e the Conservative Government areéhe parties to the armed conflictinbe a parliamentary debate on
complicitin war crimes. As many Afghanistan, including the endingCanada’scomplicityinthe
d as 600 detainees, many of whoninternational security forces.”  crime of the Afghan war.
Ke nt On Hon UraS were just innocent bystanders, According to Afghan MP  Torture is part and parcel of
were handed over to Afghan lawMalalai Joya, “It is an open secretthis occupation and the so-called
enforcement agencies by thehat this happens. The Canadiafiwar on terror.” Right now, the

A delegation of Canadiansby police. “While standing

who witnessed the recentpeacefully outside of our hotel
elections in Honduras disputedin San Pedro Sula] we were also
the account of eventsin the recentear-gassed by the police” said
media statement by Peter KentlLanzinger.
Minister of State and Foreign The delegation also
Affairs (Americas). witnessed strong military and
Kent said in the Canadianpolice presence inside of polling
government’s December 1stations, unmarked cars
Statement that “we are patrolling the streetsin the days
encouraged by reports from civilleading up to the elections, and
society organizations that thereseveral raids and detentions.
was a strong turnout for the“These events contributed to a
elections, thatthey appear to havelimate of fear in which citizens
been run freely and fairly, anddid not feel free to participate in
thatthere was no major violence.the elections, contrary to Mr.
A group of five Canadians, Kent's report,” said Jackie
including representatives fromMcVicar, member ofthe Atlantic
the British Columbia Teachers’ Region Solidarity Network.
Federation, the Ontario Members of the Canadian
Secondary School Teachersdelegation met with Canada’s
Federation, and the AtlanticAmbassador to Honduras,
Region Solidarity Network were Costa Rica and Nicaragua, Neil
part of 20-person bi-national Reeder, prior to the November
Human Rights Observation29 elections. The delegation
Delegation co-organized by USsubsequently relayed an
based Quixote Centre andaccount of events they
Common Frontiers-Canada, fromwitnessed on Election Day to
November 25to December2. the Canadian Embassy, all in
The delegationteam observecadvance of Minister Kent's
a low turnout at the polling statement. Unfortunately, Kent
stations that they visited in theappears to have ignored these
departments of Colon, eyewitness accounts from
Tegucigalpa and Santa Rosa d€anadian human rights
Copan, and witnessed violenceobservers.
and oppression against civilians The delegates said they were
in the city of San Pedro Sula. surprised as well as
“We witnessed tear gas usedlisappointed by Kent's
on peaceful protesters, citizenstatement. They want the
being chased through the streetMinister to set the record
by police in riot gear,” reported straight by clarifying which were
Irene Lanzinger, President of thethe “civil society organizations”
BC Teachers’ Federation. he consulted that he says
Delegates photographedreported peaceful and fair
protestors who had been beaterlections.n

Canadian forces. Torture by thegovernmentisstillsupportingthis.” U.S. is expanithg the prison at
Afghan police forces is known to  An inquiry into the torture of Bagram Airbase in what Afghans
be widespread. detainees is long overdue butare calling a ‘new Guantanamo.’
Stephen Harper and Petegiven the obstructionist nature ofOnly by ending this occupation
MacKay are challenging thethe Conservatives, we are unlikelycan we ensure an end to Canadian
credibility of Colvin, saying that to get a full accounting of thesecomplicity in torture. We need to
he is listening to “Taliban scandalous revelations. Petebring the troops home
propaganda” Yet it is the HarperMacKay, who earlier this year immediatelyn
government that totally lacks
credibility on this issue. It is hard
to believe that they didn't see
multiple memos and reports from

Troop exp ansion means more
one of the top diplomats in death and misery- WFDY
Afghanistan. It would represent a )

radical departure from StandarOStatement by the World
procedure for any government. Federation of Democratic  d€ath and misery to the people of

~And even if the memos didn’t Youth, Dec. 7, 2009 Afghanistan and also to all the

circulate to the political mastersin people of the world.
the Conservative party, therewere The last week witnessed a new WFDY demands USA, EU and
countless reports from decision by the U.S. administrationNATO to immediately halt their
international agencies such as th& send 30,000 more troops to booshilitary actions in Afghanistan and
Red Cross, Amnesty International the war in Afghanistan. Atthe samewithdraw their troops out so that
School of Law of New York time,otheralliesinNATO agreedtothe people of their own path of
University, Center for Human send 7000 additional troops, mainlygovernance. WFDY also supports
Rights and Human Rights Watchfrom European countries. the democratic and secular forces
which all said that torture of Itis important to mention that of Afghanistan which are fighting
detainees was widespread. Théhe same president who leads thagainst the occupation armies and
Tories must have known thiswars in two countries, Iraq andagainst Taliban and religious
information or they showed aAfghanistan, wonaNobel Prize forextremists at the same time.
woeful lack of knowledge about Peace fewweeks ago,inaglowing WFDY expresses its deep
their main foreign policy plank. sign that the interests ofsolidarity with the innocentyouth

Once the issue of detaineemperialism are the only criteria and people of Afghanistan being
torture hitthe mediain early 2007,used by the world’s main leadersyictims of imperialism and
the Harper Government worked toaway from the advertising slogansextremism, and calls on them to
both discredit the reports and toof democracy and human rightsescalate their struggle for their free
allay fears with a new detaineeDemocratic rights of the people ofindependent future.
transferagreement. Thatagreemeitaq and Afghanistan start from  No army has been able to defeat
has not stopped the torture otheirrightto live inindependencethe will of the people when the
innocent Afghan civilians. and sovereignty without the deattpeople are united in their struggles,

The Afghan Independentsquads and the occupation armieand the future of the youth and the
Human Rights Commission used byimperialism. people in the world shall only be
releasedareportin April2009that WFDY strongly condemns prosperous and safe in aworld with
interviewed people who had beerthose moves by USA and its alliemo occupation and war, in a world
detained by Afghan police andin NATO and EU governments where imperialism is defeated.

because they will only bring more
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The Black Book of
Canadian Foreign Policy,
by Yves Engler, Fernwood

A sweeping critique of Canada’ s
real foreign policy record

investment. When Fidel Castro’sorganized a meeting with U.S. andsome distance will be good for usEngler’s tendency to insert block
rebel army overthrew Batista inFrench officials in Ottawa where If we look as though we were thequotations to support his assertions
1959, Canada opposed theheydecided that Aristide must befifty-first state of the US, there’s without mentioningwho made them.

Publishing, 285 pages, $24 95c0untry’s new revolutionary removed and Haiti placed undemothing we can do for you One has to look in the chapter end

ISBN: 9781552663141

government. However, the US StatéJN trusteeship. Canadian-fundednternationally, just as the notestolearnwhois being quoted.

Department urged Diefenbaker tonon-government organizations,governor of a state can’'t doBut The Black Book of Canadian

Review by Tim Pelzer

continue trade and diplomaticalong with those from the U.S.,anything for you internationally. Foreign Policyis a persuasive, well
relations with Cuba to allow it to created and funded oppositiorBut if we look independent researched, sweeping historical

The Harper government’s gatherintelligence information for groups to wreak havoc and makenough, we can do things for youcritique of Canadian foreign policy.

failure to condemn the USthe US. A secret listening post inthe country ungovernable. Wherthat even the CIA cannot do.”

The former vice-resident of the

sponsored military coup againstCanada’s Havana embassy hadS forces kidnapped Aristide onAccording to former Foreign Concordia Student Union in

Honduran President Manuelbeen evesdropping on CubarFeb.

29, 2004, CanadianAffairs Minister Bill Graham: Montreal, Engler has also

Zelaya should surprise no one. Aseaders’ conversations since 195%ommandos secured Port-au*Foreign Affairs’ view was there publishedPlaying Left Wing: From

Yves Engler demonstratesTime
Black Book of Canadian Foreign
Policy, Canada has a long trac
record of supporting dictatorships
overthrowing democratically
elected governments and backin
US interventions abroad.

Since the early 20th century,
Canadian Conservative and Liber
Party governments have supporte
repressive regimes across Lati
America, Asia and Africa where

Prince’s airporttoallowa US planewas a limit to how much we canRink Rat to Student Radicahd
to land and then fly the electedconstantly say no to the political(with Anthony Fenton)Canada in
president to the Central Africanmasters in Washington.” Haiti: Waging War on The Poor
Republic. The U.S., Canadianand A major defect in the book is Majority. n

French governmentstheninstalled

an intern government drawn from

aroston g ey e \Afomen get shafted
soldiers, the regime initiated a On pensions

campaign to kill and terrorize
supporters of Aristide’s Famni
gap in pension income is easy to

Lavalas Party, which enjoys broad=| ~/c AL M

Canadian mining, oil companie
and banks had substantia
business interests. This include
brutal regimes such as Somoza’
Nicaragua, Pinochet’'s Chile an
Mobutu’s Zaire (now renamed th
Congo).

While publicly denouncing

support. The Royal Canadian explain. Most currently retired
Mounted Police took overtraining Women are at a significantwomen faced a labour market that
and leadership of the Haitiandisadvantage to men when itwas partially closed to them. As a
National Police which did the bruntcomes to pensions. Women earmesult, they were unable to establish
of the killing. Engler provides less than men and are often thgubstantial pension incomes.
evidence that Canadian forcesnes providingunpaid caregiving. Now the majority of working-
participated in the repression. Women tend to be concentratechge women are on the job - 46 per

While Canada publicly opposedin non-standard, poorly paid jobscent of the Canadian labour market.
South Africa’s former apartheid the US invasion of Iraq in 2001, itwith little hope for a decent But women still don't earn equal
regime, Canadian governments quietly permitted Canadian pension. pay for work of equal value. As a
helped prop up the racist systemaccording to Engler. Pentagon andompanies to sell weapons and Canadian women have madeesult, they cannot accumulate the
Canada opposed internationatate Department sources havsupplies to U.S. invading forces.pension gains in recent decadesame pension income.
sanctions, allowed companies tdauded Canada for providing theCanadian military planners helpedThis is particularly true forwomen  \Women continue to shoulder the
invest in and sell arms to Southbest intelligence on the islandthe U.S.army developits campaigrin the public sector. The numberbulk of unpaid caregiving for
Africa, and helped the regimenation, especiallyinregardstothé¢o defeat the Iragi army, andof women in workplace pensionchildren and seniors. In 2002, more
develop nuclear weapons. OnlyCuban military. Engler reveals thatCanadian naval vessels were semians tripled from 1974 to 2004.than two million Canadians
after mounting protest did formerthe Harper governmentis targetingo the Gulf zone to support U.S.During this period, almost all the provided personal care for seniors-
Prime Minister Brian Mulroney Cuba for destabilization under thenaval forces. Canadian officers anadnembershipincrease inworkplacehree-quarters were women. The
impose sanctions against theyuise of promoting democracy. soldiers on exchange trips with thepension plans came from womerabsence of affordable, publicly
regimein 1986, buteventhentrade Prime Minister Jean Chretien’sU.S. militarytook partinthe invasion. joining unions. funded child care and elder care has
between the two nationsLiberalgovernmentconspiredwithCanadian pilots flew U.S. airforce  Women have fought for betterput working women in frustrating
continued. the U.S. and France to destabiliz&d WAC radar planes that guided airpension laws and won part-timeand stressful circumstances.

In pre-revolutionary Cuba, and overthrow democratically attacks against the Iragi military.worker access to workplace \Women make up the majorityin
Canada enjoyed friendly relationselected President Jean-Betran&ormerU.S.ambassadortoCanadaensions and better pensionhe low-quality, precarious work
with corrupt dictator Fulgencio Aristide’s center left government Paul Cellucci commented at thevesting rights. This includes fairersector - work that cannot support a
Batista. Canadian banks andfHaiti. The Aristide government time that, “Ironically, the Canada Pension Plan (CPP) rulesousehold. Forty per centofwomen
insurance companies becameas committed to improving Canadiansindirectly provide morefor those who stopped work towork in these kinds of jobs, and
central players in the country’sconditions for the poor majority, support for us in Iraq than most ofhelp raise children. CPP and Oldittle or none of their income goes
economy, and Prime Minister Johrundertaking such reforms asthose 46 countries that are fullyAge Security benefits are nowinto pension savings.
Diefenbaker’s conservative doubling the minimum wage andsupporting us.” indexed toinflation, sothe value of  Today, more than 60 per cent of
government appreciated Batista'setting up social welfare programs.  According to Engler, Jean public pensions hold steady ovefvorkers of both genders don’t
support and protection of foreignin 2003, the Chretien governmentChretientold Bill Clinton: “Keeping the course of your working life. have access to a workplace

Despite these positivepension. Unions have been

developments, there s stillamajoeffective vehicles to fight for

. . . gap in pension income betweerwomen’s equality. There’'s no

CFES fights of f right-wing atttack 001 Tl e ST A aon anake 2

g g g L and 2001, retired women earned 4@ifference in women'’s lives.

per cent less in pension income The Canadian Labour

continued from pade 5 While the letter was widely collect double the number ofthanretired men. In2004, 7.3 peCongress’s “Retirement Security
pag reprinted on the web, the editor ofsignatures (20 per cent of the CFSent of retired women lived in for Everyone” campaign wants to
blog, according to Brett. The thirdthe Concordia student newspapeiocal’s membership) within the first poverty, more than double thedouble CPP benefits, increase
delegate was a student atlaimed it was evidence oftwo months of the school year.rate of retired men. public pensions for poor seniors,
Concordia who is also leading aconspiring between CommunistsReferendums cannowonlybe held For single elderly women, the and introduce a system of pension
defederation campaign. and former CFS employees. once every five years, and onlyresults are farworse. A 2004 studynsurance, helping both women and

Last month, Brett and Crispin  “Ithinkthatclaimisridiculous,” two membership referendums cariound 45.6 per cent of women inmen increase their pension security
were among over sixty signers ofCrispin said. “the fact that they hadbe held a year. The resolutiothese circumstances were livingo have the dignified retirementthey
an “Open letter from progressiveto single out myself and a few othepassed with two-thirds majority In poverty. deserve. For more information, visit
students” calling for critical former CommunistParty candidatesupport.
support of the CFS. “Thosewho signed this letter - together Despite fractious debate,
claiming the CFS can'tbe reformedwith leaders of the Young Newdelegates worked hard to ge
and must be destroyed don’tDemocrats, anarchists, and host afegular business achieved. Dawvi
address the objective necessitpther progressives, including manyMolenhuis, former CFS national
for students to have a crosswho formerly and currently have treasurer, was elected new Natione
Canada organization,” the letterelected positions within the CFS -Chairperson. Delegates also hear
stated, adding “After smashingthat just shows how afraid thea presentation by Malalai Joya,
the CFS, what's next? We wouldConservative youth are of realoutspoken Afghan anti-war
wake up with a horrible hangoverdebate. They have to go back to thparliamentarian.
and have to rebuild.” 1950s and the cheap anti- By closing plenary, the AGM

“At best, the defederation democratic tactics of McCarthy.” had passed a number of resolution:
campaigns are anincredible waste The CFS AGM also respondedincluding solidarity statements with
of time and distraction; at worstto the defederation campaignsstudents in California (where
they make all students, well beyondsupporting a motion proposed bystudents have launched a mas| +::
CFS members and including thehe Carleton graduate students tactions aimed at stopping a 30 pe| %
Quebec’s student unions,change the rules around locaktent tuition increase and despite |«
incredibly vulnerable to the right’s student unions leaving the CFSheavy-handed measures by police
agenda,” it said. Future campaigns now have taand Iran.n

Tha Black Bock of
canadian Foreign

policy

- by

The persistence of a gendewww.clc-ctc.can
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Communist Party
of Canada’s 36"
Convention

Gala
Inner

"Come and jol
the Party"

Saturday,
February 6, 7 pm
USWA Hall

25 Cecll Street,
Toronto

Speaker: Miguel Figueroa
and guest s

Live Music and Entert ainment

Call 416-469-2446 for ticket s

On December 8, Anna-
Celestrya Carr received the Sybi
Shack Human Rights Youth award
for her ongoing work to oppose
violence against women,
especially the stolen sisters ang
the Sisters In Spirit national
campaign. The campaign i
demanding more action to solve
the disappearances and murde

What's Left

Left Film Night, Sunday, Jan.
31, 7 pm, Centre for Socialist
Education, 706 Clark Drive. Film
details to be announced early
January, call604-255-2041.

Winnipeg, MB

Communist Party Holiday
Open House, Monday, Dec.
28, 3-7 pm, 387 Selkirk Ave.
(North End Socialist Centre) (at
Salter; buses 16 or 38 from
downtown)

Marxism Course, classes
beginin February. Pre-register
at 586-7824 or cpc-
mb@mts.net.

Toronto, ON

New Year's Eve Celebration,

with the United Jewish Peoples
Order and Canadian-Cuban
Friendship Association, music
by Pablo Terry and Solde Cuba,
Winchevsky Centre 585

Cranbrooke (east of Bathurst,
north of Lawrence). Dinner
(vegetarian advance request
only), cash bar, entertainment,
complimentary wine toast at
midnight! Tickets $45 advance,
$55 if reserved to pay at door.
For info/tickets: Maxine at
UJPO, 416-789-5502 (Visa or
M/C), or Sharon at CCFA, 905-
951-8499.

Gala Dinner for Communist
Party of Canada’s 36th
Convention, Sat., February 6, 7
pm, USWAHall, 25 Cecil Street.
Speakers: Miguel Figueroaand
Guests. Live music and
entertainment, call 416-469-
2446 for tickets.

Norman Bethune Day social,
Sat., Feb. 27, 2010, at the
GCDO, 290 Danforth Ave.
Tickets $5, door prize one week
all-inclusive trip for two to Cuba.
For tickets or info, call media
sponsor People’s Voice, 416-
469-2446.

Winnipeg picket for

3 -
S5 mm

Palestine solidarity

\ FREEDON FoR PHESTINMG |

=

On November 29, Winnipeg’s Communist Party marked the
International Day for Solidarity with the Palestinian People
with a picket in front of a Conservative MP’s office.
Protesting Canada’s backing for Israel’s occupation of
Palestinian land, the picket attracted both Israeli and
Palestinian supporters. Actions were held in about ten cities

across Canada to mark the date, organized by a wide range
of solidarity groups.n

2010 PV Calendar Now On Sale!

The 2010 People’s Voice Calentice, equality and socialism.
making events. She intends to hol dar is now available. Thisyear's For your copy, send $5 plus
these events on campuses acro theme is “Socialist Women,” $2 to cover postage to People’s
the country. The award was jointlyvirtually ignored in the media, but serving on the former’s Aboriginal marking the centenary of the faVoice, 706 Clark Drive, Van-
presented by the Manitoba Humarshe was widely congratulated forPeople’s Commission. She hagnous 1910 conference couver,BC,V5L3J1.The
Rights Commission, the Canadiarthe well-earned award, includingbeen a federal candidate twice irwhich adopted Clara Calendarisalsoonsale
Human Rights Commission andby activists and the president ofwinnipeg Centre and was vice-Zetkin's resolution at the Ontario bureau
the Manitoba Association for her university. president of her university's establishing Interna- of People’s Voice
Rights and Liberties. Now a student at the University Aboriginal Students’ Association. tiopnal Women's (290A Danforth

Except for the Aboriginal of Manitoba, Carr is an activeShe is now the Aboriginal Ave Toronto
People’s Television Network member of the Communist Partyrepresentative on the Student M4K'ELN6) and ou’r
National News, Carr's award wasand the Young Communist LeaguelUnion Council» ;

Manitoba Bureau
of memorable dates for

. . (387 Selkirk Ave.,
Cuban Five struggle continues...  gmemoabledaesior}

Winnipeg, R2W 2M3).
Vancouver-area
. years, was obliged to recognizesentences were partially reduceo{nent_s’ from blrth(jays .Of )
continued from page 6 {5t e did not cause any damagehe injustice remains for all of us.Prominent revolutionaries toCalendar at People’s Co-op

readers can pick up the

our arrest and at other occasion its national security. Also, for The Cuban-American terroriststhe anniversaries of watershe®ooks, 1391 Commercial
during these long years, the UShe first time, the prosecutorcontinue to enjoy total impunity. struggles for peace, social jusDrive, Vancouvern
Government proposes now thapublicly recognized the existence We reiterate: The Five are
we collaborate to obtain moreofastronginternational movemeninnocent! We feel profoundly I . -
benevolent sentences. Once agaiim support of our immediate moved and grateful for the P pl V d dI .
we have rejected such proposaldreedom, a movement that affectgermanent solidarity that you give eo e S Olce ea Ines'
something that we never will accepthe image of the US judicial systemus, so crucial in this long battle for :
under any circumstances. in the eyes of the internationaljustice. JANUARY 16-31issue: Thursday, Jan. 7

FEBRUARY 1-28 issue: Thursday, Jan. 21
Send submissions to PV Editorial Office,
706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, V5L 3J1,
<pvoice@telus.net>

of 500 mainly Aboriginal women
in the last 20 years and to preve
further racist crimes.
Carr'swork is encouraging men
to make a visible pledge not to usg
their hands in violence against
women by participating in banner-

na-Celestrya Carr (left) receiving the award.

A;s usual, the
2010 Calendar in-
cludes a wide variety

Presentinthe results of theseresommunity. Once again the Together with you, we will
sentencing hearings are the work cibsolute political character of thiscontinue until the final victory,
the legal team and the indestructprocess is confirmed. which will only be reached with the
ible solidarity of all of you. We the Five are punished forreturn of the Five to our country.

It is significant that the US accusations that never have been For more information, visit
Government, forthefirsttimein 11 proven. Although three of our www.freethefive.orgn
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Marine scientists condemn overfishing subsidies

PV Vancouver Bureau subsidies to their fishing sectorsFood and Agriculture Organizationand overexploitation. as part of the Doha trade round.
~ InalettertoWTO Director-General (FAO) shows that global fishery ~The scientists indicated that aGlobal fisheries subsidies are
As World Trade Organization pascal Lamy, the scientistsresources have been depleted by TO deal onfisheries subsidies isestimated to be at least $20 billion
ministers meton Dec. 1in Genevasserted that “the WTO has aran additional five percent since theessential. “The health of the world’sannually, equivalent to 25 percent
to review WTO activities, nine unprecedented opportunity toDohatrade round started. The FACPceans is currently hanging in thepf the value of the world fish catch.
leading marine scientists called ofmake new trade rules that will turnnow finds that 80 percent of thebalance. Climate change, oceanmhese subsidies are driving the
them to combat global overfishingthe tide for the world’s fisheries.” world’s fisheries are overexploited,acidification, and overfishing arerampant overcapacity and
by controlling government  Data from the United Nations fully exploited, significantly Putting tremendous strains on theyyerfishing that threatens the
depleted or oceans,andthreatenthe viability ofjiability of an essential nutrition
recovering ecosystems that have providedource and ecosystems that cover
f r o m food, jobs, and much more tomore than two-thirds of the planet.
overexploitation. humanity for millennia. The |naddition, morethanabillion people
The scientists inevitable consequences of climatgyorldwide depend on fish as a key
also point to a change make it essential that thgource of protein and hundreds of
recent World nationsoftheworld actimmediatelymillions, in both developed and
Bank studythat to reduce other impacts on thejeveloping countries, depend on

found an
estimated $50

globally each
year-morethan

billion is lost Wwrote.

ocean, including, perhaps mosfishing for incomen

importantly, overfishing,” they  (To learn more about the

campaign to stop overfishing

The WTO is engaged insypsidies, visit this website:

negotiations on fisheries subsidiegyww.cutthebait.org.)

halfthe value of
the global Ecosystem overfishing i_,
catch - because 7 FSHRG S
of poor o
. . —— "\
fisheries H-.,,E'&.T} Yy
Corporate overfishing of bluefin tunain the Mediterranean (Greenpeace photo) governance | - .;.!’v-"‘ »oihin.
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BC coroner calls for -
petterfarmworkersafety o -

angry protests by families of theto ensure payment of fines.
victims, along with the farm  This was not the first time tha
A coroner’s inquest into the workers’ union and the BC farm workers’ lives were put in
deaths of three Indo-CanadiarFederation of Labour, a coronerdanger in BC. The systematid
female farm workers in a Marchinvestigation started on exploitation of farm workers has
2007 road accidentis over and th®ecember 7, lasting three days beenrising sincethe 1980s. Afemal
jury’s verdict is out. Eighteen The coroner has asked thdarm worker died when an

By Gurpreet Singh

Niagara News Bulletin

recommendations have been madlinister of Solicitor General and overcrowded van carrying 19 far
to four ministries and an equalPublic Safety to increaseworkerscrashedin2003.Followin
number of agencies to prevenenforcement of speeding bythat incident, the Workers
future accidents. commercial vehicles, and toCompensationBoard (WCB)mad
Amarijit Kaur Bal, Sukhwinder conductrandom checks to ensursimilar recommendations, which
Kaur Punia and Sarabjit Kaurproper operator licensing,wereneverimplemented.Hadthos
Sidhu died and 14 others wereseatbelt compliance and vehicleecommendations been followed
injured when avan carrying farmsafety. Likewise, the Minister of the 2007 accident might not hav
workersflipped atHighway 1 nearTransportation and happened. Then in 2008, thre
Abbotsford. A criminal Infrastructure has been asked fomushroom farmworkers died due tc
investigation revealed that themandatory annual inspections ofa gas leak.
driver did not have the passengervans. The Minister of Will the coroner’s
appropriate license, the van was abour has been asked to ensunecommendations meet the sam
overloaded, and there were nothat the rights of seasonalfate? Only time will tell, but the
enough seat belts for theagricultural workers are provincial Liberal government

y PV Niagara Bureau

*Qver 100 Niagarans mobilized by theople’s Healthcare Coalition
challenged the Niagara Health SysterfNHS) atits open house wi
questions about moving care out of local hospitals in favor of
(public-private-partnership i.e. for-profit). NHS officials said

questions would be answered “within the next few weeks”
meanwhile started closing 40 Complex Continuing Care bed
laying off 40 staff from local hospitals. Construction began on th
hospital with projected costs of $1.5 billion over 30 years. Nig
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Falls city council asked the province to appoint an indeper

investigator as demanded by the Ontario Medical Associa
€ emergency medicine section.

* Ontario and the government’s subcontractor for driving lic

testing Serco opened ujrive test centres with scabs in Sti.

on’'s

nse

passengers. But the driver Wa$r0tect8d, while the Attorney ShOU. |d either improve the CatharineS,but USW local 9511 drive test workers were backe! up
fined only $2,0(_)0 and given aoneGeneral has been asked tarond|'§|0ns offarmlworkers, orstop| on the picket line by CAW 199 and ETFO Niagara Occasipnal
year suspension from dnv_mgspon.sor. a study of theboastingthatBCis “the bestplace Teachers. Niagara high schools received announcements encoliraging
after she pled guilty. Following practicality of a bonding schemeon earth.”» students to cross picket lines, but this is being challenged Ry the
President of OSSTF District 22 Niagara (secondary school teaghers).
* Port Colborne Vale Inco strikersfrom USW Local 6200 took a byis
to New York to join co-workers from Sudbury in protesting [the
N E W S F O R P E O P L E y Business Council of International Understanding’s giving Vdle's
CEO the Eisenhower Global Citizenship Award. Local 6200 President
N O T F O R P R O F I T S I Wayne Rae said, “wherever he goes, we're going to follow him”.
= * Stephen Harper may have intended to skip Copenhagen, but
; F—————————_—— - ———— 1 Niagarans are carrying ahead with their @limate change agendd.
Every issue of PeopLE’s VoicE | ; | Niagara College students organized a “C-Day” summit previgw of
gives you the latest on the p eo p I es | what will be discussed, and the Regional Municipality is implementing
fightback from coast to coast. | | a plan to identify sources of local greenhouse gas emisgions.
Whether it s the struggle to defeat | | Err]](\jn(r)(;]r;n:ﬁgfal activists organized two vigils for Dec. 12, one ufban
the.HarperT °_”e$ 0 r"_:'S'St ance to | | * Niagara College and Women'’s Place of South Niagara marked the
social cuts, solidarity with ~ Cuba | | Day of Remembrance and Action on Violence Against Womanith
or workers'’ struggles around the | Q $30 for 1 year Q] $50 for 2 years | memorial displays and information on local resources. CAW 199’s
world, we've got the news the ) i _ women’s committee organized a breakfast with a hearse and fasket
corporate media won't print. | O Low income special rate: $15 for 1 year | and a list of names of Ontario women killed.
| (| Outside Canada: $45 US or $50 Cnd for 1 year | * OneNiagara food bankwas down to its last pair of men’s winfer
| | boots before the first local snowfall, while donations are down $0%.
And we do more than that-we | Name | The Salvation Army director said demand for charity exploded by
report and analyze events from a | | mod-November by about 70%. The Regional Municipalify’s
revolutionary perspective, helping | Address | community services commissioner said they would be up to $2 mjillion
to build the movements for justice | bostal Code | Sver budget and would need anincrease of $6 million more nextyear.
and equality , and eventually for a Elementary stude_zrjts_at the r_ural Cro_wland Central School in
" | ) , . | Welland took the initiative to raise public support for keeping their
socialist Canada. Read the paper | ~ Send to: People’s Voice, | school open by making and selling bracelets. A 10-year-old sa|d she
that fights for working people—  on | 133 Herkimer St.,Unit 502, Hamilton, ON, L8P 2H3 | realized bracelet sales would not be able to raise enough mongy, but
every page —in every issue! L 1001 | “we decided that someone has to do somethimg.”




