Prolétaires de tous les pays, unissez-vous! atOskewak @& kitaskinahk mamawenta@n Workers of all lands, unite!

CLC structure:

p e O p I e ' S change for worse

VOICE - -
Countdown to May 2:

Time to boot the
Harper Tories

out of office

Election coverage pages 5-8

Hands off Libya-No to Forelgn Intervention!
Commentary on page 12

3 o IDECXA S
Minimum wage win '

4 Same recipe in Ireland

It took a decade, but B.C. Despite a record number of ne

workers have finally won an NDP votes fOI’ war members elected to the Irish
increase in the minimum wage, The federal NDP has steadily watered  parliament - and some important

thanks to a labour campaign down its stance against the war in gains for left forces - the same
which put huge pressure on the Afghanistan. Nowthey have backed neoliberal policies will be imposec
provincial Liberal government. the imperialist war against Libya. by the country's new coalition.
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April 9 Rally: “A  Toronto for Everyone!”

privatization of garbage collectionthe PM’s lips: Harper plans to win
in the western half of the city thisthis electioninthe GTA - the burbs
Labour andits community allies year and the eastern half next yeaaround Toronto. How? With Ford

By Liz Rowley

municipalities, to provide adequatemunicipalities across Canada.
and stable funding for cities to Electing MPs who will respect
rebuild infrastructure, such asthe rights of cities and school

across Ontario will meet in Another issue is the wholesaleNation, he saidinaninterview justroads, bridges, sewers and watdroards to local autonomy and

Toronto’s Dundas Square on Aprilremoval of the publicly-appointed before calling the election. The
9th to deliver a clear message to

right-wing Mayor Ford and QA | Y for a TORONTO for EVER YONE

Council: privatization of public
services and assets, and attacks Sat, | Apri| 9, 1.00 pm , Dundas Square

on free collective bargaining and

the right to strike, won't be Board of the Toronto Community hidden agenda isn’'t so hidden.
tolerated in Toronto or any otherHousing Corporation, and the The April 9th protest will be an
Ontario cities.

treatment plants. democracy is now urgent, in light
An agenda for people means @f the attack by very powerful
Canada-wide child care programyeactionary forces.
expanded public hospitals and An injury to one is an injury to
schools, publicly owned andalll Dump the Tories! Block the
administered long term careRight! All out on April 9th!
facilities, and improved servicesto  (Ontario Communistleader Liz
women, Aboriginals, youth, andRowley is the Party’s federal

expected privatization of the largesimportant event during the federalnew Canadians. All of these areeslection candidate in Brampton-

The bluntmessage is backed upublic housing corporation in election, and deserves the massiveervices delivered in cities andSpringdale.)n

by an angry labour movement,Canada, housing 164,000 tenantsupport of all those who care abou

t

galvanized by what's happeningThousands of municipal democracy and the future of
in Wisconsin, Ohio and now employees face job losses unles€anadian cities. Stopping the
Michigan. Republican Governorsthis agenda is reversed, with foufFord-Harper-Hudak express in
and legislatorsin those states havmore years to go before the nextoronto and the GTA will be a
pushed through legislationmunicipal election. great service to the whole of|
eliminating free collective The OFL is deeply involved Canada this spring.
bargaining, levelling public because of the depth and breadth Electing MPs who will deliver
education and social spending, andf the attack on public sectoran agenda for people (not foi
selling off publicassetsinafiresaleworkers, assets and services iprofits), and an agenda for cities
InMarch, the Torontoand York Canada’s largest city, but alsowill be a big step forward. Such an
Region Labour Council broughtin because the outcome of the battlagenda should include building
Michael Pyne, a Steel staffrepfromin Toronto will be the “future new affordable public and social
Wisconsin, who told delegatesnormal” across Canada. housing stock, and amassing
about the epic struggle at the State Forthose wanting to know whatpublic lands and assets instead g
Capitol Building. For weeks, cities mightlook like under a Tory sellingthem off. It means expanding
massive demonstrations havemajority in Ottawa, the answer ispublic transit and building a
opposed the wholesale destructioeasy - take a look at the first 10Qublicly-owned Canadian

of public education, public days of “Ford Nation”in Toronto. transportationindustry. Itrequires
deal

services and public sectorAnd if there’s a still a doubt, reada new financial for
bargaining. After years of take-
backs and set-backs, the working# ¥4
class in at least three US states E &
on its feet, fighting to push back é}
the tea-party’'s “corporate 8 4
revolution”.

Recognizing the similarities
between Wisconsin and the rapid
fire assaults in Toronto by Mayor
Rob Ford and “Ford nation” after
just 100 days in office, the labou
and democratic movement has
issued an urgent call to action.

The OFL and Labour Councils
acrossthe province are organizin
buses and carloads for April 9th td
protest Toronto City Council's
attacks on the right to strike for - -
transit workers, and theProtesters atthe G20 in Toronto last June (PV photo: Ed Bil)

50,000 march in Montreal

| the students), and giant lettersCarbonneau took aim at the
spelling out “the budget is a mattergovernment’s widely touted plans|
Over 50,000 people marched inof choice” in response to the “nofor industrial development in

the streets of Montreal last monthalternative” line of the government. northern Quebec.

against the provincial Charest The Parti Communiste du “Instead of putting up a major

austerity budget. The March 12Québec expressed full supporproject to electrify transport, thus

rally was called by I'Alliance with the mobilizations and called supporting the manufacturing

sociale, and la Coalition opposée aipon the demonstrators to returrindustry in Quebec, the govern

A

.
-

By Johan Boyden, Montrea

des services publics (the Sociabattle. The PCQ is advocating forsteps, such as the development
Alliance, and the Coalition a general and political or socialethanol cycling network green o

la tarification et a la privatisationto the streets and keep up thenentwill be [taking] several small (’1
r

OUR CITY,
OUR SERVICES,

OUR FUTURE!

April 9 Community Day of
Action in T oronto

Call issued by Good Jobs For All Coalition, Canadian
Federation of Students-Ontario, Toronto and York
Region Labour Council, Ontario Federation of Labour,
Canadian Labour Congress

Since taking office in November, Toronto Mayor Rob Ford has
begun implementing his own personal agenda, frighteningly similar
to the Tea Party Republicans in Wisconsin and Ohio whose agtions
have sparked massive protests. Ford has made it clear that he is hell
bent on selling off public services, derailing public transit, targgting
trade unions and rolling-back Toronto’s environmental plans. [This
style of “aggressive conservatism” is designed to usher in a new
wave of Harris-style cuts across Ontario.

Toronto should be a city that everyone can be proud of - on
serves all its residents regardless of income, which celebrafes its
diversity and plays a leadership role in crucial areas like CIi&wate
change and social equality. Today, all of these priorities are ¢inder
threat in Toronto. Tomorrow they could be challenged in any town
or city in Ontario!

What's at stake?
* Services and programs that serve every resident and comnpunity
* Public transit serving all neighbourhoods
* Environmental leadership in challenging climate change
* Keeping public control of public services
* Safeguarding vital public assets
* Good jobs and the fundamental rights of workers

On Saturday, April 9, come to Toronto to help defend good j
public services and greener cities throughout Ontario. Togethe
can challenge the conservative agenda that is threatening ou
our livelihoods and our neighbourhoods.

For information on the rally and about buses to Toronto, co
the rally organizers:

Eddie Ste. Marie (CLC),416-441-3710x226 or estemarie@clc-¢

Laurie Hardwick (OFL), 416-571-3087 or Ihardwick@ofhca

b that

obs,
r,we
I jobs,
ntact

tc.ca

-------------------\

MAY DAY 2011

’
I

Opposed to user fees andstrike to boot out the currentcredit tax credit for efficient |
privatization), which consists of governmentand trigger an electionvehicles” Carbonneau said, notind]
the labour movement, students, The PCQ produced a speciathatthe planwas moreaboutmega[
environmentalists, women’sissue of its newspaper Clarté foiprofits than job creatiom I
groups and many other people’she action,and made almost$400in
organizations in Quebec. street sales. “This shows peopls I
The Coalition and the Alliance are very interested in left-wing [l SAVAI=§[ae MBI{\V/=} |
are calling for aradical break withideas, they are recognizing ou |
the policies of the Charest Liberalgpaper, and that our capacity to se on hold s |
and a sustained governmentsbetter,” aspokesperson from the I
intervention in the economy, “to newspaper said. Due to the May 2 federa|l
ensure universal access, without Speakers atthe rally demaryde@ection’ the annual People'
discrimination, to public health the withdrawal of regressive,, _. . .
services and quality educationmeasures, including the infamousVOlce Fund Drive W'_” be put
social programs ensuring full “healthtax”, rising tuition and fees. 0N hold for the duration of the
respect for human rights, and thelo pay for this they want a largercampaign. As of March 28,
creation of decent jobs.” tax contribution from the wealthy totg| of $14.078 has alread)|
The massive march paradedind businesses, higher royaltie . d 28% of
down some of the main streets obn natural resources, and a figh een raised, or °© 0 OPI
Montreal, gathering outside theagainsttax evasionand tax havend@rget, and of course we willj
office of the Premier. ltwasafamily  “This budgetwillmortgage our continue to receive donationsj
afflair, rfnzlirzhalled an%sgglnghwitggjture,” said  Claudette Thank you foryour generouq
colourful banners, bubble-headCarbonneau, the president of. .y,
puppets, an enormous red cloth uebec’s CSN LabourFederationtsondanty’ andweIOOKfon.Nardl
block long (symbolizing the red “It is a disaster for education, {0 @successful completion of
square, a mobilization symbol ofretirement, and the environment.’the Drive after May Day!

\------------------_

GREETING ADS

To mark May Day 2011, People’s VVoice will print greetings
from a wide range of labour and people’s organizations in
our May 1-15 issue, which will be distributed at events
across Canada. The deadline for camera-ready ads will be
April 22; if PV is preparing the layout, the deadline is
April 20. Please check with us about the format if your ad
is being sent electronically.

Ad rates (based on 5 column page):

I One column-inch.........cccoovviiiiiniiiiieeeeeen, $15 I
One column X 2 iNCheS........ceeveeeivieinn... $25

| Two columns x 2 iINChes.........ccovveviveeennnnn $45 |

I Two columns x 3inches........c..ccoveevvrene.e. $60 |

| Two columns X 5 inches..........ccooeevvvneeen. $90 |
Three columns x 4 inches..........cccceeeveen .. $110

| : |
Two columns x 7 inches........cccoeeevvvveene. $140

I Three columns x 7 inches.......c..cccvov...... $180 1

L----------------J
Send greetings to People’s Voice at:
706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, V5L 3J1
E-mail: pvoice@telus.net

\—------------
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CLC Structural Reform and the Ghost of Democracy Past

worst. replacement of a class perspectiva delegate-driven convention,women fromthe five largest private
The dominant leadership ofwiththe narrow parameters of “ourwith nominations and electionsand public sector unions, 12 Vice-
Since 1956 and the formation ofsocial democratic reformism andorganization” and “our members”from the floor, to a delegate-Presidents from Provincial and
the Canadian Labour Congresscompliance was the purpose oktimulated sectarianism andcontrolled and caucus-drivenTerritorial Federations, five
the labour movement and thethe state sponsored attacks andrganizing outside of sectors tocreature of the large affiliates.members elected from Convention
society we live in has changedwitch hunts against the left in thecapture new members and widefRemember Carol Wall, who ranforequity caucuses, one youth Vice-
dramatically. CLC affiliate past. The attack on left ideology,the economic base. The inevitablg@resident against Ken GeorgettPresident from convention caucus,
representation has grown from Iwith its dedication to mas< in 2005, but was not and one retiree from CURC. This
millionto 3millionworkers, butthe recruiting, was a blow tcThis is the opening refrain of the allowed to address theadds up to a council of 85 members
percentage of the working classrade union democracy ar . convention delegateswhowillmeet“atleast”twice ayear.
organized has dropped, and publithe organizational m)(/)de swan song of the democratic and was shut o%t of The52VPsfromaffiliateswillbilethe

By Sam Hammond

sector unions now represent thavhich made grass roof rank and file convention... most caucuses. Even soranking officers”.
majority of union members. involvement primary. the delegates gave her Only four positions on the
The cold war, McCarthyism, the Conversely, the vacuum createdesult was organizing in other37 percent of the votes. Canadian Council will be elected at

attack on left class struggle tradewas a stimulant to the unions’ sectors, and raiding other The structural changes thatwillconvention directly by delegates.
unionism, and the escalatingdevelopment of “business tradeunions for members who alreadybe presented, and approved, all others will be designated either
barbarity of world imperialism are unionism”, where perpetuation ofhad established contracts. Thehe May 2011 Convention havefrom affiliates or caucuses. There
also partof the transition from 1956the organization and success of organizing outside obeenformulated by aCommissiorwill be no Labour Council
to 2011. The socialist alternativeconcentration primarily on only traditional sectors has createdn Structural Review mandatedrepresentative on the Canadian
has largely been abandoned byhe economic welfare of its organizations that resemble multifrom the last convention. The Council, or anywhere else in the
trade union leaders who don’t seenembers. This created a “tunnekector “mini” labour centres. Commission was comprised ofleadership.
any real alternative to capitalism.vision” that obscured The structural reforms beingthree CLC Officers,andelevenof The Executive Committee willbe
Because of this lack of anresponsibility tothe entire working proposed to the CLC Conventionthe larger affiliates. Of these, sixstructured as follows and drawn
alternative vision to fight for, the class and a future permanenthis May are a reflection of theare private sector and five areromthe Canadian Council: the four
main tactical and ideological solution to its exploitation. evolution of the Congress from itspublic sector unions, although itExecutive Officers; Vice-Presidents
response of trade unions in the This“tunnelvision”willintime creationin 1956 to the present, anghould be pointed out that mostfrom the five largest public and
industrialized states has beerecome the main threat to theof the trade union movement inhave at least some private angbrivate sector unions (total 10); one
defense at best, and capitulation agxistence of organized labour. Thegeneral. The CLC has evolved fronpublic sector members. VP from the largest building trades
a central organization of almost Therecommended governanceinion; one woman from each ofthe
exclusively private sectorindustrial,will be a modification of the private and public sectors, chosen
extraction, resource andpresent, but radically differentby the Canadian Council (2); one

B C fl n al I ral SeS transportation unions, to a centrafrom the founding structure. Theequity VP chosen by Canadian
" . y organization of private and publicmain body between conventionsCouncil; one VP froma union notin
. . sector unions. The public sectotthe “Canadian Council”’, willhave the ten largest, chosen by the

m I n I m u m Wag e unions are dramatically more highlyfour “elected at convention” Canadian Council andthe President
organized intheir sectors, while theofficers (President, Secretaryofthe Quebec Federation of Labour.

B.C.'SIowest-paidworkershavefinallyreceivedapayincrease,ﬁ%ﬂlt"secmrmm'IabourcemralsOfTreasurer' two Vice-Presidents),This adds up to an Executive

for now, the province still has the lowest minimum wage in Canada %private sector are threatene82 Vice-Presidents who will be Council of 20.

. . : i blems. ranking officers of affiliates, 10
increase will be in three phases, from the current $8/hour up to $d\74 Serious pro . . >
effective April 1, with further 75 centincreases this falland then in May he CLC has also evolved fromVice-Presidents who will be
2012.

The BC Federation of Labour welcomed the announcement by

Premier Christy Clark, but expressed disappointed that Clark is

considering an abusive “tip wage.” I I I a
“$8.75is apoor start,” stated Jim Sinclair, president of the BCFL. “BC O C r e OV O C O e ]

will still have the lowest minimum wage in Canada, but we're hopeful that

the Premier will keep her promise to reach $10.25 by next May. A d e l I lan d S l l SW 1 005

minimum wage increase is long overdue, and it's unfortunate BC’s

lowest paid workers had to wait 10 years for any increase. USW Local 1005, locked out thatis unacceptable to Canadiancampaign of extortion until

_Smclalrthankedthetensofthousandsof_Iolwwage.vlvquerS,Studeg?ﬁSCe|astNovember by U.S. Steel, “Even as steelmaking hasCanadians submit to its dictate.
union members, church groups and municipal politicians who hﬁv

e . X ..
been active in the Federation’s “$10 Now” campaign. Pressure 0”¢§§1 condemned plans by theeboundedalong with steel pricesThis is the ugly face of monopoly

Liberal government grew stronger every year. “With their help We’ﬁla pany to use the freightersU.S. Steelistelling Canadians thatight and must not pass. The people

seen unprecedented levels of support for a minimum wage incre ntic ErieandLaurentien both itrefusesto recognize the pensiof Hamilton are faced with the
together we have finally forced the BC Liberals to act.” Bried by Canada Steamship Linegights of steelworkers that it necessity to rally together to

The BC Federation of Municipalities called for an increase, and eto hoad 44,000 tons of metallurgicalinherited with its purchase of preventthe removal of Stelco coke

groups representing the business sector admitted that the $8/ Plggu'geg_irg:(l?n'is-rh';orsnﬂﬁo Stelco and will continue its from their city."»
figure was unsustainable. y

The change also removes the hated $6/hour “training wage”, pai& &rﬁﬁ&evﬁloirrlls s_tr?](zlrr: er((;ns%n’?
“starting workers” by many employers during their first 500 hours 0.000 tons o'f coke sittin in NIAGARA N EWS BU LLETIN
employment. Some big corporations were notorious for firing sug ' 9

workers near the end of the 500-hour cheap labour period. gwnuitl(ﬁgr,]withasale value of some People's Voice Niagara Bureau
However, the Liberals may give a concession to restaurant indu§ ¥he co.ntinued production of P g

employers, by introducing a lower “tip wage” for liquor servers. The : :
workers are routinely forced to pay for items like theft and breakagezfg;ge gttsglrg'ggp (\j/gs\;l;ss’tee\sr?]gmi
to cover the costs of “dine and dash” customers. They are gls 'shifted roduction to its plants
frequently made to share tips, sometimes including with managema%ﬁ eUS \F/)vas accented b pLocz;I
Such practices are illegal, but employers are rarely punished. 1005 in .co.rllsiderationpfor thgwell-
“With no oversight from the Ministry of Labour, and additional cut@

R ; . . .o eing of the coke ovens.
in this year’s budget this puts servers at risk of abuse,” points uklow, Local 1005 says that U.S|

elis attempting to take advantag
of the union’s concern for this
equipment by removing this
valuable commaodity for use in its
U.S. plants. Instead, the union
demands that U.S. Steel shoul
bargain in good faith, sign a
collective agreementwith Local 1005
without extorting pension
concessions, and produce steel i
Hamilton, according to its legal
commitments to the people of
Canada.

A union statement also stressep
the environmental reality that thej
production of coke is the most
polluting aspect of blast furnace
steelmaking: “U.S. Steel seems fing
with polluting Hamilton and then
slapping the city in the face by
Inthis February 2008 photo, Vancouver & District Labour Council  having the coke removed to adg
Young Workers' Committee chair Stephen Von Sychowski value through steelmaking in the
speaks to a "$10 Now" rally at Premier Gordon Campbell's United States. This reeks of g
constituency office. (PV photo: K. Cariou) subservient colonial relationship

see CLC Structure, p. 11

* A 22-year old Niagara man died from an illness contracted while in
Mexico becausthe local hospital had no free bed€One factor is
under-funding, while money goes instead to design, consfruct,
finance, and maintain a new P3 (public-private-partnership) for-grofit
hospital. Ontario Premier McGuinty responded by saying Canafians
should buy private insurance when travelling abroad. The man did
have such insurance, but the private insurer blocked him [from
ereturning to Ontario until it was too late.
* CUPE (Canadian Union of Public Employees) 420grafduate
students and instructors won a major victoryby having Brock
University bargain with them to avert a strike. The administratior) had
tried to force arbitration instead of bargaining with a unitin a stfong
' position. OSSTF (Ontario Secondary School Teachers Federatipn) 35
is next on the same campus, heading into a strike after a year with no
contract and no response to the union’s latest proposal.
* Two workers were injured in two weeks on their job site at the
Welland Canal working for the same construction company. Thereis
no word on what steps have been taken to avoid another workplace
injury.
* Niagara Falls city council voted to investigate after Hydro One
admitted its predecesgontario Hydro had used Agent Orange to
clear brushin the region. Agent Orange was used to strip Vietham
of plantlife. One councillor suggested this could explain why Niagara
has a reputation for high rates of some cancers.
| *ANiagarafood bank and women’s shelter are threatenedith city
council cutting off their grant funding to avoid raising taxes. [The
province has downloaded the costs of funding public services.
* Four local emergency room doctors, including two chief$ of
emergency medicine, have opened tgrgorofit walk-in clinic in
anew Wal-mart superstore. Meanwhile, emergency rooms are[being
cut from local hospitals in favour of a P3 hospital further away/.

Sinclair. “Ifthe BC Liberals wantto introduce a tip wage they should fi@{e
enforce Employment Standards, poor as they are.”

)
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dollars on deadly fighter jets, heavily armed naval vessels, and ¢
“toys for the boys.” As the war against Libya proves, the Tories
eager to be the first on the block to start dropping bombs.

But sadly, despite some “peace” posturing, the opposifion

parties in Parliament (and the Green Party) unanimously bac
war against Libya. NDP Leader Jack Layton even urged PM Ha
to involve opposition MPs in overseeing the operation, wh
includes six CF-18 bombers and the frigdkéCS Charlottetown
Mr. Harper is happy to preclude future criticism by “including” h
opponents in the rush to war.

Of course, Mr. Layton had already watered down his par
stand against the war in Afghanistan, in favour of hailing
“courage and sacrifices” of the military. Now, his shameful vote
the Libyan war locks the NDP into the drive to spend $30 billio
purchase and maintain a fleet of F-35 stealth fighters. Any obje
to the F-35s will be met with a quick response: “You voted for
bombing of Libya. How will Canada carry out similar future missig

© Mike Constable 04 2008 union-art.com
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without modern military equipment?” Touché, end of argume
This shocking betrayal calls for a stronger anti-war move

t.
nt

in the streets, and for a much larger vote on May 2 for anti-jvar

candidates. The election of even one Communist MP would dpe

the door to a real debate on an independent Canadian fo
policy of peace and disarmament. Until then, by supporting v
cloaked in the hypocrisy of “humanitarianism”, the oppositi
parties have left Canadians without a single clear anti-imperi
voice in Parliament.

A springtime of resistance

o Connecting the dot s
ol iIn Wisconsin

This is central to a concertedpoor and minorities to vote, was

By Rev. Jesse Jackson offensive that has two major partstargeted with a dishonest sting

At a time when transnational capital and right-wing politici
callthe shots, itcan be easy to yield to the cynical idea that “not
will ever change.” But sometimes reality changes in the blink o
eye, historically speaking. Thatdoesn’'t mean automatic succe
progressive movements, and the process of change c
complicated, even contradictory. But the days of unchallen
global domination by the rich and powerful are over.

For example, the year 2010 saw the largest number of mill
strong general strikes in the history of capitalism. In country
country, workers and their allies took to the streets, fighting att
ontheirwages, working conditions, pensions, and social progr
Thatwas quite a shock for the big corporations and their govern
including many social democratic parties which have ado
neoliberal economic policies.

This year has seen the fightback trend continue. The his
uprisings in Tunisia and Egypt, where the labour movement
remained active under decades of dictatorship, have fanne

flames of discontent around the world. Huge protests in Wiscophs

against anti-labour legislation have spread to other states. H
Canada, 10,000 workers rallied against the U.S. Steel locko
Hamilton steelworkers, and a massive protest against the Ch
government’s new budget brought 50,000 people into the st
of Montreal. An estimated half-million marched in London
March 26, condemning the Cameron government’s brutal at
on working people.

Millions of working people are rising up to demand social justi
freedom, democracy, peace and equality. This is not a time

Thisweekend [March 12-13]in First, conservatives are intent oroperation. Planned Parenthood
s Wisconsin, some 200,000 citizensolling back core protections foris under attack because it
in@allied to protest the governor'sworking families, and virtually informs women of their rightsin
argssault on working families. Theevery step of progress Americachapters across 50 states. Efforts
sf§owd included farmers andhas made over the last centuryare under way to strip students
pikefighters, teachers and studentsSecond, well aware that they aref their right to vote where they
edparents and children. In Wisconsimpushing a very unpopular agendago to school. Voter ID measures
- and across the Midwest - they ar¢hey are targeting unions and otheare cooked up to intimidate
onconnecting the dots. institutions that can counter thelLatinos and discriminate against
They realize that the assault orforce of money in politics. the poor and seniors. This is
ckéhe right of public workers to  On the first part, look at the bareknuckled rollback of
m&rganize isn't about the budgetcombined agenda of the Houselemocratic rights to protect an
ntéfisis. Gov. Scott Walker and theRepublicans and right-wing unpopular agenda.
tedight across the country aregovernors like Walker in  Butin Wisconsin, the workers
pushing to weaken the ability of Wisconsin. House Republicansstood up; students and citizens
rivorking families to counter whatis fought to extend tax cuts for therallied to their side. The Wisconsin
had@ brutal assaultonthe middle classvealthiest Americans and thenuprising touched citizens across
tHg America. targeted basic supports forthe state and activists across the
in The reality of Wisconsin and working families. They made deepcountry. They are starting to
re fiher states is clear. Wall Street'suts in education from Head Starconnect the dots.
t gixcesses blew up the economytp elementary educationtocollege Dr. King once said, “There is
rek@using a global recession thaaffordability, zeroed out job nothing more tragic than to sleep
eavaged public budgets at theprograms, and slashed budgettirough arevolution.” Now, inthis
n local, state and national levelsfor every consumer or workerdefining struggle about America’s
aclkiousing prices fell, unemploymentprotection agency. Social Security future, people are beginning to
rose and tax receipts plummeted/edicare and Medicaid are nextwake up. Will we build a new
re,While costs increased. Publicon the chopping block. economy that  provides
fopensions - and, for that matter, InWisconsin, mirroredinother opportunity for all out of the ashes

surrender; it is a springtime of resistance, a time to build njasBfvate pension plans - took a hugetates, Gov. Walker combined taof the old? Or will we roll back the

struggles for a genuine People’s Agenda!

hit from the implosion. cuts for the wealthy and progresswehave made,andwatch
Now conservative politicians corporations with deep cuts forasthe American Dream becomesa

act as if teachers, cops and nursasachers, police and firefightersfantasy out of reach of our
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caused the budget crisis, not WalEducation and health care were hichildren?

Street. They represent the fewthe most. The choice will be ourse

against the many. Only over the Onthe second part, organized

last 30 years, the broad middlepeople are the most effective  mm mm mm = - -—-—

class has declined. The wealthiestounter to organized money in

1 percent of Americans nowpolitics. So conservatives areI Renew
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capture nearly one-fourth of allpushing to permanently bread
income, and control more wealthlabor unions, the most powerfull
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On May 2:

Dump the Harper Tories
& Block the Right! .

Put People for A
Before Profit _ people’s

Tax the
corporations

End the war
now!

Vote
Communist!

This federal election will be they have: longer hours and harsherand Libya. for peace, jobs, democracy,
crucial for our country, and the* attacked jobs, wages, pensionsvorking conditions, smash Dumping the Tories and sovereignty, and environmental
stakes have rarely been so highand living standards for working unions, privatize public assetsworking to build a powerful and sustainability. The election of
If the Harper Conservativespeople; and gut universal Medicare.  broad People’s Coalition of theMPs genuinely committed to
manage to secure a majority infenmeshed Canadaevenfurther Unemployment, growing working class and its alliesdemocratic and progressive
the next Parliament, it will have in an immoral and unwinnableinequality, discrimination and outside of Parliament can begirreform - especially Communists,
catastrophic consequences fowar in Afghanistan, and haveenvironment destruction are noto achieve real gains. This is thehe most consistent fighters for
working people, for Aboriginal now involved us in another new - they are inherent featuresvay to begin moving Canada inworking class interests - will be
peoples, for women, youth anddangerous conflict in Libya;  of the crisis-ridden system ofa new direction, taking powera crucial part of this strategy to
students, pensioners, new slashed corporate and wealtrcapitalism. But at this crucialout of the hands of thewin fundamental social change.
immigrants and racialized taxes fortheir rich buddiesin Bigmoment, the Conservative partytransnational corporations. Another world is possible!
communities. Canadians need t®il and on Bay Street; -the preferred party of monopoly The struggle for a people’sAnother Canada is possible! We
defeat this Tory government and* wildly increased spending oncapital - is the most dangerousgenda, bringing together labourcan move towards these goals
end the ruinous, pro-corporatehe military and prison threatto peace, democracy, anthe social justice movements by uniting the labour and people’s
policiesithas inflicted - a critical construction, while cutting funds workers’ rights. They must go...and all other democratic forcesmovements around a genuine
first step in taking our country in to social programs, housing, andhow! will strengthen the labour & alternative program that puts the
a new, peaceful, democraticAboriginal peoples; and The Liberals under Michael people’s mass fightback and helpnterests of the peoples of Canada
sovereign and socially* turned Canada into anlgnatieff present themselves asetthe stage to electamajority tdirst, rather than those of the
progressive direction. environmental pariah, obstruc-the alternative. But despite theirParliament which will stand up monopolies and big banks.

Defeating the Tories isting meaningful international criticism of the Conservatives, it
paramountinimportance. Duringtreaties on climate change andvas the Liberals who began
their two minority termsin office, guttingenvironmental programsslashing corporate taxes ang
the Harper Conservatives havend standards at home. increasing military spending. In
attempted to disguise their aims They have distinguishedreality, the Liberals also stand fo
and “soften” their image, themselves asthe mostarroganpro-corporate policies, especiall

Yote Communist

!
concealing their full reactionary dictatorial and secretive on the economy, militarism, and for real Change'
agenda from the people. Butgovernmentin Canadian historythe ‘law & order’ agenda. While

we've seen enough of their right- At a time when our economythe Tories are the worst threat t(QEESEURUISEIIIR IO TTE S U TRy L)
wing program to leave no doubtis still mired in deep crisis, the Canada, defeating one big busine JEREECUTTE L ES WERETI BT IE T Bl 2T
where they'll go if they get areal Tory agenda is to furtherparty in favour of another one i and imperialist war. Your vote for a Communist
majority. Over the pastfive yearsdrive down wages, imposenot a solution. candidate will help make the voice of working

NSCENNERAVCITHEEELIE people heard in Parliament and open the door for
. WL RSV URUEINIDEA  a people’s majority which can be the basis of a
Inside: The ¢
Communist é,f
¥

the Bloc Québecois, or theNIIVI T VR TN T [ RN T R
CIEEUENCAIIERUEEIERIR.  Our goal is a socialist Canada, in which resources
| ]
Party's 2011 1
election —

occasionally LGl  and economic wealth are socially owned and
"‘\‘-
platform “

Forocghrzﬁsi]\/eeptor:giSghg?r?gtirg:]ug democratically controlled by the working people,
big capitalg(th e banks and large not private capitalists. When you go to the polls, get
transnationals), or to take off the treadmill of right-wing politics. Vote for

consistent, principled stand fundamental change.
against the wars in Afghanistan




For peace, jobs, sovereignty 2011

and democracy Fodears

People’s needs, not Electio
corporate greed!

Five years of misrule by t8phen Harper prove that acfy majority would bring deeper
involvement in U.S. wars, inaction on the economic crisis and living standards, and on
global environment, as well as new atks on Canadian sovereigntand on democratic,
labour and equality righs. We need policies for peopkheeds, not corporate greed Win
real economic and social development, and an independent foreign policy of peace
disarmament, dump thedfies and fight to achieve these goals!

platfor

Full employment and shorter Nationalize energy and natural CO' I l r

work week resources
Make full employment a top priority, and lift the general wages of Adopt a People’s Energy Plan, including public ownership and a

workers, the real value of which have fallen over the past 25 yearsdgmocratic control of all energy and natural resource extraction,

about $100/week. Raise the minimum wage to $16/hour; ban “two-pesduction and distribution. Lower energy prices, especially for homt

wages”for new hires. Legislate a 32-hour work week with no loss in takeating, by restoring ‘two-price’ system (lower prices for domes

home pay and noloss in service to the public. Ban compulsory overtieresrgy; higher price for energy exports) and enact a 100% tax or

and legislate minimum four weeks annual paid vacations. Guarant@elfall profits of the oil monopolies. Stop and reverse the privatizatic

benefits for part-time, home-based and contract workers. Dedicatediregulation and break-up of public energy utilities. Freeze and rec

entire El fund to jobless workers - set El benefits at 90% of previarergy exports. Expand shared power flows among provinces thrcug:

earnings for the duration of unemployment. Put massive investmemts£ast-West power and energy grid. Block new development of the D f d |\4

into rebuilding social programs, public infrastructure, and affordal#dberta tar sands, and close these operations within five years, with jobs eren

housing. Enact a fair wage policy and full pay and employment equjtyaranteed for workers in more sustainable industries at equivalent .

forwomenworkers. wages. Compensate the Aboriginal peoples and communities aﬁe%@d’j's"swle_ two-_tlergd health carestre
by the tar sands. No to the Enbridge and Mackenzie Valley pipelines, 3K Provincial privatisation attacks on
to oil and gas exploration and shipping on the west coast. Pif B'€ System. Halt and reverse the spr

Keep industrial jObS in Canada moratorium on the exploration and development of shale gas resouf €Nt Act (which guarantees mega-pr

in Quebec. or health care), and build a publicly-owr

. . include eye-, dental, pharmacare and
The sell-out of manufacturing and secondary industry has been a addiction as a medical problem, not a ¢

disaster for Canada’s economy and sovereignty. Foreign ownersh

and plant shutdowns are destroying auto and steel, the heart of a strgﬂu b| iC OwnerSh | p & democratic

value-added manufacturing sector. Adopt urgent measures to expand

Expand universal soc

employment, raise wages and increase purchasing power, such as ContrOI

publicly-owned steel, auto and mining industries, a Canadian car, a ) ) ] pOV(
merchant marine, and stronger machine tool, ship-building, agricultd¢gep public assets and services out of the hands of profiteeReverse

implement and household appliance industries. the privatization and contracting-out of health, education and otjagfto combat poverty,especially among Ak

public services. Stop P3s (Public-Private Partnerships). Putthe bankiigors and persons with disabilities. Bat
Limit and reduce foreign ownership. Use tariff, currency exchange @il insurance system under public ownership and democratic congigthualincome. Protectand expand the uni
other trade controls, plus legislation with teeth including fines or pubfi€verse the privatization of Air Canada, PetroCanada and CN Rail. BigRer CPP benefits. Enact early voluntary
takeover, to protect jobs and prevent plant closures. Legislate a two-§&gerts of fresh water. Restore funding for the CBC, the arts afilding to provinces earmarked for hee
notice of layoffs. Stop corporate giveaways. Increase employer-gagnadian culture. Halt attempts to privatize Canada Post servicesenhance all-Canada standards, while ens
severance pay and retraining, and strengthen bankruptcy laws to of its own programs. Maintain equalizatic
guarantee protection for wages and pensions. ot ‘1-3 § T, . ' f: § transfers for health, education, childcare

Global environment
climate ¢

Adoptemergency legislation to slash gret
to countries affected by capitalist-drive
through renewable energy and conserve
terminate reliance on nuclear energy. Sul
fares by subsidizing the $3 billion in anr

Peace and Disarmament emission controls. Fund high-speed rail

“biofuels” derived from feed grains. Impo:

Adoptanindependent Canadianforeign policy of peace and disarmament, destructive corporate practices, such as
Canada out of Afghanistan NOW, notin 2014! No military interventi¢ifaggers. Ban industrial development ir
in Libya!l Demand immediate NATO withdrawal from Irag and
Afghanistan, and oppose any new military aggression. No war with |
or North Korea! Respectinternational law - reject imperialist policies
“regime change” and nuclear first-strike. Oppose the weaponizatiol
space and militarization of the Arctic. Support the global abolition
nuclear and other weapons of mass destruction; get out of the N/
and NORAD military alliances. Make Canada a ‘safe haven’ for w
resisters - no deportations! Scrap the F-35 and warship purchas
reduce the military budget by 75%. Convert military to civilian jobs - el
military exports from Canada. Strengthen our historic friendship &
trade with Cuba and expand relations with developing countries. Opy.
Israeli apartheid - support a just peace in the Middle East based on
withdrawal of Israel from all occupied territories, the right of return fi
Palestinian refugees, and the formation of an independent, vit
Authorised by Chief Agent, Communist Party of Canada Palestinian state. Cancel Third World debts.

Tax the greedy , not the needy g{

Enact progressive tax reform based on ability to payRestore the r
corporate tax rate to 30%, and impose taxes on 100% of capital gains" e
tax loopholes and shelters; collect deferred corporate taxes andy
corporate tax evaders. Eliminate taxes on incomes under $35,00i

Abolish the regressive HST and provincial sales taxes. Impose we -~
and inheritance taxes on estates over $750,000. e




i TIAZEIR T
Get out of NAFT A - Sovereignty |, AR ﬂﬁll!‘ I
not capitalist “globalization” B S
Abrogate NAFTA and the ‘free trade’ deal with Colombia. Get out of th ‘1” oAl T v
“Security and Prosperity Partnership”, the “Canada-European Un ; p R .
Trade Agreement” and other moves toward “deep integration” with | ‘) ﬁ H

USA and EU. Cancel the Trade, Investment and Labour Mobi
Agreement (TILMA) which supersedes local government powers.
and reverse the expansion of U.S. and other transnational control
key sectors of the domestic economy.

Housing is a basic human right!

Take emergency action by investing at least 1% of annual federal iy ¥ A, oy |
provincial budgets fa massive program of new social, cooperative and : T )t
non-profit housing. Establish federal-provincial-municipal land bank{$ l\_ 1 . L
Ban evictions, mortgage foreclosures and utility cut-offs due to

unemployment. Guarantee equality

@ . ” Oppose all forms of racism and discriminationStrengthen and enforce
End SECUI'Ity State IaWS affirmative action and employment equity programs for Aboriginal
) ) ) ) ) eoples, racialized communities, and persons with disabilities. Ban all
Repeal the Anti-Terrorism Act, and abolish secret detention withougjiscrimination based on sexual orientation or gender identity. Guarantee
trial, “national security” certificates and the “no-fly list”. Rescind thge rights of Aboriginal peoples and people with disabilities for equal
new *border security declaration” which includes sharing informatigicess to social, medical and educational facilities and services.
withthe US Department of Homeland Security, and allows U.S. roGfgengthen laws and enforcement against hate crimes and neo-fascist

to enter Canada dqring “emergencies.” Bar) “racia_l profil!ng” b)/_t@%ups, and prosecute war criminals living in Canada.
state. Defend the right to free speech and dissent, including criticism

i of the Israeli state’s apartheid policies. Stop government spying,
police violence and agents provocateurs, and the use of the coukts L . : :
to repress civil and democratic rights. Strengthen parliamenta% democrat|c |mm|grat|0n pO“Cy
oversight of the armed forces and civilian control of the RCMP and

CSIS; strengthen and enforce punishments for police wrong-doih| oneis illegalstop d_eportations.of immigrants and refqgeesind
Ban the use of tasers. Demand immediate release of child soldier O S€ cuts to legal aid. Repeal Bill C-50 and end the racist quota system

f Khadr from Guantanamo Bayv. which dis_criminates _again_st_immigrants from deve!oping countries.
ll y Defeat Bill C-49, which criminalizes refugees entering Canada. Full
redress for Chinese head-tax payers and their families. Scrap the “Live-

[ iqi in Caregiver"P the T Foreign Worker P ,andth
Justice for Aborlglnal peOp|eS geairg}r?;\(i;riégﬁfr‘;?Vtvsrksmgg;argm.orelgn orker Program, and the
anada and Quebee
Recognize the national rights of Aboriginal peoples and Quebec to self- Make every vote count

determination, up to and including secession. Draft and adopt a new,
. democratic constitution based on an equal and voluntary partnershfpict mixed-member proportional representation and the right to

ledicare the Aboriginal peoples, Quebec, and English-speaking Canada. Reg€g@ll MPs.Guarantee equal treatment for all registered political parties.

the “Clarity” Act. Abolish the Senate. Remove vestiges of colonialishinend the Broadcast Act to give equal time to all parties, so that voters
2ngthen and enforce the Canada Health Ag¢tom all federal legislation; act now for just settlement of land clain&n make informed choices. Lower the voting age to 16. Conduct
Medicare, and commit to a major reinvestmeitiding natural resource-sharing agreements, without extinguishnftitprehensive enumeration before every election. Remove restrictions
ead of private, for-profit clinics. Scrap the Bfittherent Aboriginal title. Take emergency action to improve livir the right of unions to donate to political parties; enforce the ban on
ofits for the big drug companies, and high gestfitions, employment, health and housing of Aboriginal peoples, &doorate donations. Members of Parliament to receive the average
1ed pharmaceutical sector. Expand Medicargrifediately end the racist and discriminatory cap on educational #@dkers’ wages and benefits.

long-term care. Stop the “war on drugs”; fieeath funding for treaty First Nations.
iminal act.

A Bill of Rights for Labour

Enshrine in the constitution the right of workers to organize, strike

and bargain collectively,and to take collective political action. Ban
strike-breaking and scabbing. Strengthen labour standards; block anti-
labour “right-to-work” laws. Place farm workers, domestic workers, and
migrantworkers under federal jurisdiction with full labour standards and
the right to organize and bargain collectively. Make May 1 a statutory
federal holiday.

lal programs - end

21ty

original peoples, newimmigrants, women, yot
1 “workfare” and introduce a liveable guaran
versal public pension system, including subste
retirement atthe age of 60. Re-establishand
Ith, education, social housing and welfare
uring that Quebec retains control and adminis
N payments to provinces, and expand dedi
, and social assistance.

A new deal for cities

Give constitutional status and wealth taxing powers to municipalities.
I Return 50% of gas and road user taxes to cities. Increase core funding
al jUStice _ aCt on FU” equallty for women for capital and operating costs of expanded mass urban transit. Rebuild
Reverse the Harper attacks on women'’s equality program€lose the crumbling municipal and provincial infrastructure. Reverse

“hange wage gap - legislate full pay and employment equity. Guarantee acces&igi@nioading” which forces cities to pay for social programs. Re-
9 and publicly funded abortion and reproductive rights services in eveR/aplish low-interest loans to cities and towns.

2nhouse gas emissians, support reparationsprovince and territory. Establish a publicly financed and administered

1 climate change. Invest heavily to creategg®m of universal, quality, affordable childcare with Canada-wide .

tion programs, and phase out coal-fired plariaiaterds. Increase wages for child care workers. Protectwomen’s righS U pport fami |y farms - defend

stantially expand urban mass transit, and elirgiEatgaternity coverage; expand parental benefits to 52 weeks. Fund , .

ual fare collections. Legislate stringent vehigigality-seeking women’s groups. End violence against women and Canada’s food Soverelgnty

sabetter alternative to highways and airlineprB@de adequate funding for crisis centres and transition houses. _ N -
e heavy fines and jail terms against pollutersasaiore funding to the Sisters In Spirit initiative on the thousands=dsure Canada’s food sovereignty through policies that benefit family

clear-cutting, in-ocean fish farming, and degisiidg and murdered Aboriginal women across Canada. farms and fishersjncluding income supports - no more bankruptcies! Save
parks. the Canadian Wheat Board - expand or re-establish single-desk selling for
more crops and livestock. Reduce rail freight rates and curb the agro-
: industrial monopolies; set price controls to reduce the cost of farm inputs.
A fUtU re for yOUth - Educatlon Increase food safety inspections. Set price controls on staple foods for
fo r al I | Northern communities. Support organic farming; reduce the use of antibiotics,

fertilizers, pesticides, and other potentially harmful farm inputs, and ban
“terminator” seedsin Canada. Require labelling of genetically-modified food
products, and reduce the scale of the GMO food system.

- | | . el -
CAPITAIL IS :
LAl e

e l! X .' . ;"_ﬂ:r
www.votecommunist.ca

Increase federal support foriversal, quality public
education atall levels; rollback and eliminate tuition
feesfor post-secondary education. Stop the drive t
‘corporatize’ education, and protect free speech on
campuses. Shift from loans to grants for student
assistance. Significantly increase funding and
access to training and apprenticeship programs.
Build better schools and colleges, not more prison
and “boot camps.” Reject attempts to criminalize
youth; restore the age of consent to 14.




Defeat Harper: the first step to real change}

As the May 2 election began, why power has been so
People's Voice interviewed concentrated (and carefully
Communist Party leader scripted) in the PMO. Their
Miguel Figueroa for his ‘possum’ strategy has been aide
thoughts on the campaign. and abetted by both the
mainstream corporate media, an X
People’s VoiceWhat are the most by the feebleness of the oppositio
important issues around whichparties in Parliament, which have
the federal election will be fought?failed to bring forward substantive
alternatives to Tory policies.
Miguel Figueroa: | heard a  So, of course, this election ig
political commentator dub this anot about ‘nothing’. Far fromiit. It
“Seinfeld” election because - like is all about the most central issueg
that famous sitcom - this campaigrthe consolidation of Conservative
will be “about nothing’, without political power in the form of a
any pivotal issues or defining ‘stable’ majorityin Parliament. This supported this expensive,
themes. But appearances can babjective is also what monopoly unjustified and totally unwinnable
misleading. capital - the oil barons in Alberta, elaborate on how this electionrialization and mounting job losses:war. They want our troops brought
Stephen Harper and his stabléhe bankers on Bay Street, and theelates to the larger class struggle(3) privatization and the resultinghome now. Canadians also have
of advisersinthe Prime Minister’'stransnationals - desperately wantor fundamental change? loss of public services, especiallygrowing misgivings about the
Office have been crafting such ao put in place. Medicare, public education andcurrent imperialist aggression
scenario since the last election, This is the crux of the matter. Miguel Figueroa: Defeating the the CPP; (4) the increasingagainst Libya, which our Party
and especially after their post-Over the remaining days leadingHarper Tories is afundamental firstconcentration of wealth for a smallstrongly opposes. In both cases,
election brush with death whenup to May 2nd, workers, youth, step for our class in the fight tominority, together with declines in the Tories have eagerly promoted
their minority government was pensioners, Aboriginal peoplesreverse the social and economithe real living standards of mostthese imperialist actions, without
almost brought down (saved onlyracialized communities - indeed thedevastation wrought by capitalistworking people, especially thoseany principled opposition fromthe
by the prorogation of Parliament invast majority of Canadians - needjovernments for decades, andncreasingly herded into low-wageother parties in Parliament.
December 2008). The Tory gameo do everything possible to denywhich have intensified over theand precarious job ghettos; (5) the Or take the $30 billion dollar
planisto ‘low-ball' theireconomic Harper and his cronies theirpast five years of Tory rule. Thisgrowing deterioration of the purchase of F-35 stealth fighters.
and political program and avoidcoveted majority, and if possibletrail of destruction comprises aCanadianand global environmentThe Liberals complain that the
sharp confrontations which woulddrive them from the governmentlong list, but here are a few whichand (6) and the deepening attackontract was not properly
more fully expose their reactionarybenches entirely. we consider most central: (1) theon labour and democratic rights. tendered. The NDP rightly points
anti-labour, anti-democratic accelerating erosion of Canadian We realize that preventing aout that the exorbitant cost comes
agenda. That is the main reasoReople’s Voice: Could you sovereignty; (2) de-indust- Tory majority, or even defeating at the expense of social programs,
the Harper Conservatives, will notand both parties (as well as the BQ)
in itself reverse this disastrousare furious that Harper tried to
course and take our country in aoncealits full costfrom Parliament.
new direction. The real battle forAll these criticisms are valid. But
fundamental change will not beno one, including the corporate
restricted to the ballotbooth. Itwill media, is asking the more
be fought out across this countryfundamental question: “what are
in the workplaces, in our these F-35s for?” Canada doesn’t
communities and on the streets oheed stealth fighters to patrol the
our towns and cities. The strategirctic or guard our 200-mile coastal
orientation of our Party is directedlimits. They are for Canada’s
to help bring together and unitefurther involvementin aggression
the many threads of popular andand wars abroad, as a fully
mass resistance into a strong anithtegrated “junior partner’ of U.S.
militant People’s Coalition of imperialism.
labour, social and national
movements. Centered around #eople’s VoiceCanyou say afew
comprehensive alternativewords about the Communist
program which challengesParty’s campaign and its
corporate domination, a People’objectives?
Coalition would put the interests
of working people and our Miguel Figueroa: We will be
environment first, rather than thefielding about 20 candidates across
pursuit of profit. the country to put forward our
Butitwould categoricallywrong ‘people’s agenda’ for a new
toremainindifferenttothe outcomedirection for Canada. Our
of this particular election, to sit it candidates will also connect the

receiving scant attention in the
campaign. Why is that?

Miguel Figueroa: It is true that
the militarist, pro-imperialist Tory
foreign policy agenda is not yet
high onthe campaign radar, despite
the concerns of the Canadian
people. Take Canada’s role in the
continuing imperialist war of
occupation in Afghanistan - a
reprehensible mission which the
Harper Tories have extended for
another two years (to 2014). The
majority of Canadians have never

An appeal
for your
support

Dear Friends, that puts people’s needs ahead qdrinting, travel, and other|
The outcome of the May 2 corporate greed. We are contestingxpenses. Your contribution can
election spells great danger t@20 seats across Canada to advanogake a huge difference:
working people if Big Business a “people’s alternative” that can* a $400 contribution will cos
is successful in driving the begin to overcome the devastatioryou $100 after the federal t3
country to the right, and into thewrought by neoliberal policies andrebate, collected when you file
deadly clutches of a Tory governments over the past thregourincome taxes for2011.
majority. decades. Every vote for the* a $300 contribution will cos
Canadais still reeling from the Communist Party is an unmistakableyou $75
economic crisis and recessiordemand for new policies that put* a $200 contribution will cos
that cost hundreds of thousandpeople before profits, and placeyou $50
ofworkerstheirjobs, and cutthepeace, disarmament, jobs*a $100 contribution will cos
real wages, pension rights andlemocracy and sovereignty at thejou $25

—

living standards of millions more. top of the agenda. We hope that we can coup
This country would be We are a small party, but weon you to be generous, even
unrecognizable after a full termhave bigideas. Ideasthatthe Torieduring these tough times far
of aHarper majority carrying out and Liberals want to suppress inrworking people. Whatever yol
the corporate agenda. this campaign. Ideas that the NDRan donate, big or small, it will
But the majority of voters do no longer talks about, such aselpthe CommunistParty’sfigh
not support the Tories. If the public ownership of the energyfor new policies and a new
trade unions, the anti-war forcesjndustry, and an end to Canadiamlirection.
and all democratic movementsparticipation inimperialist wars. If you can volunteer, please
can mobilize against the Wherever Communists havecontact your local Communig
neoliberal agenda and the threadbeen elected, past and presentandidate, or call our central
of an extreme-right government,they have effectively exposed anccampaign office at416-469-2444.
working people can dump theopposed the corporate agenda. Wé/e have more work than we ca
Tories and block the right. have fought for alternative policies,handle, and you can help us|to
There is a hunger amongand worked for the broadest unityreach out to millions of voterg
working people for real and inside and outside elected office with our unique message.
progressive change, expressed Our candidates are fighting for Please accept ou
in determined public opposition a different kind of Canada, forappreciation for you
to the dirty war in Afghanistan, fundamental change to endcontribution to the Communist
the protests by 40,000 Canadiansorporate control, and open theParty’s campaign. We couldn|t
against the G8/G20 Summit lastdoor to socialism and working classdo it without your support!
June in Toronto, and angerpower. For the Communist Party,
againstthe Harper government'sanother world is not only possibleFor Peace and Progress,
The public mood is for more  Unlike the “major” parties, we
democracy, notless; and for reatlo not receive a penny of financie
The Communist Party is depend on our supporters to heip
campaigning for a new directionraise $35,000 for our campaign Miguel Figueroa, Leader

=

drive to shut down free speech- it is urgent.
—_—
change, not reaction. supportfromthe state. Instead, v i i

www.votecommunist.ca

out or dismiss it as yet anothercurrent economic and social crisis
futile exercise in bourgeois with the basic structural injustice
‘democracy’. The labour and and irrationality of capitalism as a
people’s forces must be eversystem. We will make the case for
mindful of the political terrain that a socialist Canada. And we’ll be
will arise after May 2nd. We needfighting for every vote we can win
to work hard to expose and defeat the best way to send a message
the Tory juggernaut as an initialfor fundamental change.
step in creating better conditionsEverywhere, we will work to build
for more meaningful advance.  the ranks of our Communist Party,

the most conscious and organized
People’s Voice:Defence and revolutionary detachment of the
foreign policy issues are so farworking class in Canada.

Here's my contribution

Enclosed please find my donation of $
to the Communist Party's election campaign.

Name
Address

City/town
Prov

Postal Code

Send your contribution to: Communist Party of Canada,
290A Danforth Ave., Toronto, ON, M4K 1N6

Authorised by Chief Agent, Communist Party of Canada
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Afghans for Peace condemn killings of civilians

The German news organizationthe hair with the other. through dehumanization, forced
Der Spiegel has released three The third photo shows two inferiority, and occupation both
out of 4,000 photographs showingunidentified Afghan male civilians historically and at present,” says
US soldiers and corpses ofmurderedbythe “Kill Team”. The AFP. “This was the case with
innocent Afghans killed in dirty clothingworn by the victims, Native Americans, Africans, Iraqis,
Kandahar last year. The photosinnatural positioning of a foot,and now Afghans. When the
expose the crimes committed by dlood stains on the back, andmilitary force is led by a US
“Kill Team” of U.S. soldiers who bound legs and hands suggestuperpower, with almost 1,000
randomly murdered Afghan they were possibly dragged by amilitary bases worldwide, and
civilians for sport. vehicle and/or tortured. aided by NATO forces, the murders

In a March 22 statement, the January 15, 2010 was thein Kandahar go unnoticed.”
U.S.-based group Afghans forbeginning of periodic murders by  Afghans for Peace saysithope}
Peace (AFP) condemned thesthe “Kill Team”. A subsequent that these photographs furthel’ e
“appalling and inhumane acts”,investigation shows the military encourage the public to seek thf = *
which are posted at http://ignored warnings of soldierstruth about targeted attackg
afghansforpeace.org/archivestommitting atrocities againstagainst the civilian population of

PV Vancouver Bureau

All out on
April 9:
End the

war, dump

the Harper
Tories

of people struggling
to create a new
society without
western
intervention and
against regimes
supported by the
west. The people of
Tunisia, Egypt and
Libya have done
more to bring peace
and democracy to

1416. AFPis an alliance of Afghanscivilians. Spc. Adam Winfield had Afghanistan. The group has urgeq,; -
working for “a democratic, all informed his father about theDer Spiegelto release all 4,000
inclusive, just and peacefulkillings. Winfield Sr., persistently photographs and video footage.
Afghanistan,” starting with an endtried to inform the military of his
to U.S. ar_1d NATO military son’s warnings, only to be turnedypig photo from Der Spiegel
operations in the country. away. _ shows Spc. Jeremy N. Morlock,
The first photograph shows “The guys in my group have ; ; ;
. .  posing with the bloodied corpse
U.S. soldier, Spc. Jeremy N.murdered an innocent Afghan,” ¢ 5, Mudin.
Morlock, posing with the bloodied Adam Winfield wrote. “They
and partially naked corpse of Gulplanned everything out. | knew
Mudin, grabbing the victim by his about it - | want to do something . = -
hair, and grinning proudly at theabout it, but | don’t have the End the War. ca" for Aprll 9 rallles
camera with his trophy kill. From courage.”
close observation, the victim's Many have compared this case The Canadian Peace Alliance The war in Afghanistan hasworks against the aspirations of
body appears slim and hairlessto the Abu Ghraib outrages in Irag.and the Quebec-based Echec a leeached new levels of brutality.the Afghan people to live in a free
suggesting he was very youngBut Afghans for Peace points outGuerre have issued the followingCivilian casualties spiked in 2010and democratic society. The
and had not yet reached pubertythat the Kandahar civilians wherejoint call for actions across the and the rate of killing is increasingHarper government admitted that
The second photo shows U.Schosen atrandom and murdered isountry on Saturday, April 9, to each month. It's time for it to end.they were propping up a corrupt
soldier, Pfc. Andrew Holmes, broad daylight. demand an end to the war inAfter almost ten years of regimewhileatthe NATO summit
posing with the corpse of Gul “These crimes illustrate the Afghanistan. Details of local occupation and a half a trillionin Lisbon. They even announced
Mudin, holding a cigarette in onemeans by which the military events can be found on the CPAlollars spent by NATO, thatthey would refuse to send aid
hand and grabbing the victim byindustrial complex functions website, www.acp-cpa.ca. Afghanistan still suffers from a to the Afghan president until they
lack of basic servicesand a corruphad assurances that the money
. . NATO backed government. would be spent properly. One
NeW COOkS’ Same reC|pe In Ireland The Canadiz_m Peace AIIiancaNondersWhatstran_getwistoflogk_:
and the Collectif Echec ala guerréehas Canada refusing to send aid
apace, possibly 50,000 people pgprogramme for government are asre calling for a pan-Canadian dayor fear of corruption while they are
year, the traditional safety valuerevealing as what is included.ofactionon April9,2011todemandwilling to send Canadian soldiers
The Irish general election heldthat has always released social ang8ignificantly allmention ofawealth an end to the war and to bringto help expand the control of that
on Feb. 25 saw the election of alass tensions in this country,tax is excluded, all mention of aCanadian troops home now. Thisame corrupt government
record 76 new members (TDs) tasapping the strength and energy dhird tax rate for high earners isday of action will coincide with throughout the country.
the Dail, the lower house ofthe families and communities leftomitted; all mention of the anti-wardemonstrationsinthe US Recent events in the Middle
parliament. Voters blamed thebehind.” elimination ofthe ruleswhichallow in both New York and San East and North Africa have
country’s economic meltdownon The Irish communists hadan elite coterie of super rich toFrancisco. provided an example
the right-wing Fianna Fail party, predicted that Sinn Fein would bebecome tax exilesis excluded. Itis The statistics are
whichfellfrom 41% of the vote and the main beneficiary of the anti-clear that the tax burden wils hoc king.
77 seatsin 2007, to just 17.4% anéstablishment mood among voterszontinue to fall on already stressed\ccording to the
20seats. The Fine Gaeland Labowsince its recent economicworkersandhouseholds while theAfghan Rights
parties racked up big gains, electingtatements marked a shifttothe leftop 5% of income earners andvionitor: “Almost
76 and 37 TDs respectively, The new coalition governmentwealth holders remain completelyeverything related to
forming a new coalition with Fine has the authority to “sweep awayuntouched. It is also significantthe war surged in
Gaelleader Enda Kenny asthe newhe cobwebs of the discreditecthat there is no mention in the2010: the combined
Taoiseach (prime minister). coalition and chart a new path foragreed programme for governmenhumbers of Afghan
The Sinn Fein party, led by this country,” says the Workers’ of the proper utilisation of our and foreign forces
veteran republican spokespersoRarty of Ireland. But as WP natural resources. This Dail will surpassed 350,000
Gerry Adams, benefitted from President Michael Finneganwarnsgonvene as oil prices hoverat$112ecurity incidents
anger against the former“sadly that this will not be the perbarrel. Oiland gas are the moshounted to over 100 per weekitheir countries than years of US-
government's disastrous right-case... while there may be newaluable and fought-over morefightersfrom allwarring side led military occupations in Iraq
wing policies. Sinn Fein moved cooks in the kitchen, the recipe isresources inthe world. Ireland hasvere killed; and the number ofand  Afghanistan.  Self-
from 7% of the popular vote up toexactly the same”. proven large offshore reserves otivilian peoplekilled, wounded anddetermination for the Afghan
10%, and nearly tripled its “The greatest millstone aroundoil and gas. Through Fianna Faildisplaced hit record levels.” people is the only solution to the
representation from5 TDs up to 14the necks of the Irish people is theorruption these reserves have The NATO forcescontinuewith current crisis. In the words of
Several other left candidates were&eU/IMF deal with its criminal been signed away with zero benefitiir strikes thatkill civilians such asformer Afghan MP, Malalai Joya
elected, including two from the interest rates and counter+o the Irish people. The least weduring the 4 days of attacks on“No nation can donate liberation
Socialist Party. Meanwhile, theproductive deadlines for deficit would have expected from thisGhazi Abad which started onto another nation. These values
Green Party was punished severelgutting. Despite all their bluffing incoming government is a fraudFebruary 16 and killed more than 6nust be fought for and won by the
by voters, losing its six seats in theand bluster ... Fine Gael and Labousquad enquiry into why those dealgivilians - 30 of which were children. people themselves. They can only
Dail. As a minority partner in the have meekly accepted the rulesvere signed, and a commitment tdn a single two week period betweergrow and flourish when they are
former Fianna Fail coalition, the imposed on us by the EU/IMF lastimmediately reverse them. the 12th and 26th of February, 20(lanted by the people in their own
Greens had voted to accept thé&lovember,” warns Finnegan. “The presentcrisis of capitalism, civilians were killed. soil and watered by their own
anti-working class austerity “Tinkering at the edges with aneither globally or nationally, was The Canadian deployment ofblood and tears. “
policies imposed on Ireland last0.25% change in the interest rataot caused by low paid workers, byanother 1000 soldiers to act as The majority of Canadians want
year during the financial crisis.  will not substantially change thepensioners or carers or the unentrainers will only compound the ourtroops brought home now. Join
The Communist Party of Ireland picture. Over the next two years ployed; was not caused by nurseproblems faced by the Afghanus on April 9 and demand that the
had warned that “the three mairthe most vital years to stop the roorteachers or classroom assistantpeople. Any support for the Harper government listen to the
establishment parties Fianna Failand start economic recovery theYet these are the groups that haveorrupt regime of Hamid Karzai Canadian people and end this war
Fine Gael,andthe Labour Party - ar@ew coalition has committed itselfbeen targeted by the state in order
all committed one way or the otherto exactly the same conditions ago refloat capitalism and to refloat
to implementing the four-year Fianna Fail accepted. In thethe pre-existing banking system. |
budgetary strategy imposed by thd®ecember budget we have seeis an outrage that the mos REDS O N TH E WEB
European Union and thethe devastation which that dealulnerable are being asked to pa c
International Monetary Fund. Theycreated amongstworkers, amongsor the crimes of the most powerfu [ERAWALAY A0 181 a0 a1 N & party Ca
will continue to pour money into the unemployed, and amongstlite. We will be ever vigilant that .
ghost banks; they will continue tothose dependent on Social Welfar¢his government ceases to targ WWW.peOpleSVOICe.Ca
lay heavy emphasis on the privatgpayments. This devastation willthe weakest in society and ensur | | =
sector for creatingemployment; ancbe doubled next December, andhat the pain is borne by those WWWyC - JC'Ca
www.solidnet.org

they will all hope (but not publicly furtherincreasedin December2012who caused this meltdown in the
say) that emigration will continue  “What is omitted from the first instance,” says Finneganm.
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gl Bchind the labour
upsurge of the '40s

O

Our series of articles marking
the 90th anniversary of the
Communist Party continues with
look at the struggle to build amas
labour movement during the 19305
and '40s.

The efforts of Canadian
communists to build a fighting,
militant trade union movement
through the Workers’ Unity
League climaxed with the On to
Ottawa Trek of 1935, organized b
the WUL-affiliated Relief Camp
Workers Union. The mid-1930s
were a period of similar working
class actions in many countries.

The world-wide crisis of  Other CIO organizations set upFord was compelled to recognizd
capitalism forced workers inCanadaincludedthe InternationaUAW Local 200 in Windsor.
everywhere to fight back in amoreWoodworkers of America (IWA)  The next year, strike actions
conscious and radical way. Theandthe United Electrical, Radioandripled again, with 4.5 million
growth of revolutionary forces was Machine Workers of America (UE). working days lost. In British
countered by fascism, supportedJnions with a longer history alsoColumbia, 37,000 IWA members
by the most reactionary sectiongoined the CIO, such as the Mine-struck to win major gains against

On the picket line during the 1945 Ford Strike in Windsor.

of the capitalist class. The rise ofMill and Smelter Workers, the the lumber companies, and 6,000

Hitlerismin Germanywas aseriousUnited  Mineworkers, the members of the United Textile
setback, followed by the fascistAmalgamated Clothing Workers, Workers conducted a historic strike
overthrow of the democraticand the International Ladiesagainst the bosses and th
government of Spain. GarmentWorkers. Duplessis government of Quebec
In these conditions, stronger Unfortunately, divisions within Tens of thousands of industrial
working class unity was the labour movement did notworkersinOntario achieved highe
desperately needed andlisappear. Theleadershipofthe AFlwages and better working
increasingly possible. The Seventtopposed the strategy of buildingconditions.
Congress of the Communistindustrialunions, eventuallyforcing One ofthe mostcritical struggles
International in 1935 called for aa split with the CIO. was in Hamilton, when members of
“united front” against fascism. But the labour upsurge United Steel Workers Local 1005
This position fit the situation continued. During 1936-37, unionmarchedto the Stelco plantgatest
created in Canada by the newnembership increased 30 percerstart the famous strike of 1946. This
Congress of Industrial in Canada, and more than doubletlistoric 80-day battle by
Organizations (CIO) and its fight in the United States. The SWOCsteelworkers and the entire
within the American Federation of for example, had signed up almostommunity won recognition for
Labour for industrial unionism in 9,000 members in the bitterly anti-_ocal 1005, a 40-hour work week,
the USA. The WUL had led heroic labour steel industry by the end ofind better wage$he Stelco strike
working class struggles almost1937. In total, the CIO unions inforced employers across Canadat
alone for several years; now,Canadahadamembershipof 76,008ccept collective bargaining rights,
Canadian workers could bestat this point.
advance their interests through The most important early strategy of the Communists to
rebuilding trade union unity. struggle of the CIO unions inbring the revolutionary WUL
The Communist Party began toCanada was the 1937 strike iunions into the “mainstream”.
campaign among the WUL Oshawa, Ontario, where Generalabour unity and industrial
affiliates to join the AFL and the Motors andthe Liberal governmeniunionism were the keys to building
CIlO. This naturally met with some of Mitch Hepburn tried to preventa mass trade union movement
resistance from trade unionists whovorkers from joining the UAW. including public sector workers.
remembered the bureaucratic, clasfter a 17-day strike, the UAW  The ruling class responded by
collaborationist actions of manywas victorious, a turning point forlaunching the Cold War, designed
leaders of the “mainstream” unionsthe CIO in Canada. to split the working class and roll
But within two years, the These developments laid theback these advances. The Col
revolutionary unions were basis for a huge expansion ofVar led to the expulsion from the
affiliated to their respective labour strugglesfollowing the 1945*house of labour” of Communist-
internationals, and to the Tradesnilitary victory over fascism. In led unions which had played majof
and Labour Congress in Canadathat year, working days lost toroles in the struggles of the 19305
Now the focus shifted to building strikes across Canada nearland '40s... but that's a topic for a
the new CIO unions in Canada. Onéripled, to about 1.5 million, and future columnn
ofthe most outstanding Communist
labour activists was Dick Steele
national organizer for Canada of th¢
Steel Workers’ Organizing
Committee, forerunner of the United
Steel Workers of America. Steele
together with Harry Hunter in
Hamilton, George MacEachren i
Sydney, Nova Scotia, and othe
Communists builtup the foundatio
of what later became the Canadia
District of the United Steel Workers.
The Canadian Seamen’s Unio
was started in Toronto by a groug
of militant lake seamen, including
Communist Party members likef
Dewar Ferguson and Joe Salsber{
Within a few years the CSU|
achieved big gains for sailors or
the Great Lakes, such as the eigh
hour day and 48-hour week. Whilg®
cutting their working hours in half,
the CSU raised the monthly pay ol
sailors from $35 to $40 minimum,
with time and a half for overtime.

The CSU established the right of
sailors to speak as a collective orl he Milestones: Historic Recordings 1960-1965, reviewed above, is

board through their unionavailable from Peoples Co-op Bookstore in Vancouver

These advances validated th¢

MUSIC
NOTES

By Wally Brooker

Toronto’ s Rhythms of Resistance

Grassroots percussion bands are a welcome phenomen
demonstrations and rallies these days, providing an uplifting mar
beat and lots of noisy energy. Rhythms of Resistance (RoR
network of bands advocating “percussive resistance to the ma
capitalism.” Fromitsroots in the U.K., where it started in 2000, R
has grown to include sister bands in other countries. RoR Tor
a “political samba band,” has become a powerful presence in
social justice and environmental actions. On February 10, RoR rpised
the roof inside Toronto City Hall at a protest against the Rob Ford
regime’s cutbacks, and on March 12 they kept spirits high af the
annual International Women’s Day march. For more info \isit
www.rhythmsofresistance.co.uk & http://rortoronto.wordpress.com.

on at
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is a
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local

The Milestones: historic recordings

Thanks to folk music historian Gary Cristall a near-forgotten g
of Ukrainian-Canadian musicians is receiving long-over
recognition. Cristall’'s new releastEhe Milestones: Historig
Recordings 1960-196S the first commercial recording of a gro
that was, in his words, “the finest folk music group in B.C. in
sixties.” The Milestones were politically engaged. They playe
support of nuclear disarmament, labour rights, and solidarity with
Cuba, aswell as atfundraisers for leading figures of the left, inclyding
CPC leader Tim Buck. That they could also sing is stunningly

apparent. After all, they’'d received excellent training in their Iqcal

Ukrainian choirs. The story of the band is admirably told inthe

album’s notes by Cristall and founding member Jerry Shack. Qrder
from Peoples Co-op Bookstore (www.peoplescoopbookstore.¢om)
or fromwww.folkmusichistory.com.
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Montreal rapper “The Narcicyst”

h Montreal hip-hop artist Yassin Alsalman (“The Narcicyst”) is on
many artists of the Arab diaspora in solidarity with the revolutionary
upsurge in the Middle East and North Africa. On March 2 Alsalinan
was interviewed on the alternative news program Democracy Now!
He discussed the effect of the 2003 invasion of Irag on his musig¢, and
the role of hip-hop in the contemporary Arab world, where young
people use it as a “vocation and a social mediation to translatg their
experience into music.” The Narcicyst was bornin Dubaiin 1984 and
grew up in Montreal, where he attended Concordia University| His
latest releaséjamdulillah features Palestinian hip-hop artist Shagdia
Mansour and incorporates video clips submitted by ArabMaisd
lims from around the world. Visit his website: www.iragisthebomb.c

b of

O

m.

Detroit Symphony strike update

Detroit Symphony Orchestra musicians (AFM Local 5) are inthe $ixth
month of their strike against downsizing and massive cuts in salaries
and benefits. On Feb. 19 they rejected management’s “final offer,”
countering with a proposal to submit to binding arbitration. W’E‘en
management rejected this offer the musicians e-mailed board meinbers,
asking for support. In a display of contempt for the board of this|tax-
 exempt institution, the DSO instructed members to stonewall the
union and await further orders. The union is now planning visifs to
board members’ homes. Meanwhile musicians at the New York
Philharmonic, the Boston Symphony and elsewhere are wepring
bracelets at their concerts bearing the words “AFM Solidarity.”|For
more info: http://detroitsymphonymusicians.org/.

Music in the Wisconsin uprising

Anyone watching the uprising in Wisconsin against the un
bashing regime of Governor Scott Walker will notice plenty of drum
numerous horn players and even afirefighters pipe band. Folk singers,
rock bands and hip-hop artists are also lifting their voices in solidarity.
“Rock For Your Rights,” a free Feb. 21 concert in Madison, featlired
Rage Against the Machine’s Tom Morello, MC5 legend Wayne
Kramer and Boston punk band Street Dogs. A few days later, in the
midst of a snowstorm, Peter Yarrow (Peter, Paul and Mary) lefl the
crowd in a version of “Which Side Are You On?” The solidality
continues. Pittsburgh rapper Jasiri-X has released “American Wqrkers
vs Multi-Billionaires” featuring video clips from the Wisconsin uprisifg.
Lookforitallat YouTube or http://artistsforwisconsin.blogspot.com.

Middle East rebel songs

The myths that feed Islamophobia in the English-speaking world are
being challenged by a new music website. Mideast Tunes is a pfoject
of Mideast Youth (www.mideastyouth.com), a non-profit digital
network that seeks to promote social change by helping ypung
activists develop websites using open source software. The gpal of
Mideast Tunes is “to expose talented activist musicians td the
world.” Sample songs on the website reveal a wide variety of
contemporary music. Genresinclude alternative, electro/experimgntal,
heavy metal, hip-hop, punk, traditional/classical, trance and te¢hno.
Visitors can keep up with new releases and select bands by ggnre or
by country. This month’s feature is “Not Your Prisoner”, a
release from Egyptian band Arabian Knightz, featuring singer Shadia
Mansour. Check it out at http://mideasttunes.com.

committee. (www.peoplescoopbookstore.com) or atwww.folkmusichistory.com.
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Leonard W einglass, 1933-201 1

U.S. lawyer and civil rights infromaveryyoungage. Withprideone occasion he expressed hi
activist Leonard Weinglass passedwould tell people watching, “thatis admiration and respect for the othelINT ez &
away on March 23, atthe age of 77the lawyer of the Five”. It did not lawyers on our legal team, and ‘
During his long career, he defendedmatter how much | read or heardhink that he has left confidentthatMay Day March & Potluck ,
the Chicago 7, Daniel Ellsbergabout Len | knew through hisour case is in good hands. Sunday, May 1, meetin front of
and Anthony Russo, Angela Davishumility and modesty thattherewas ~ Like other people, who during downtownlibrary formarchat 1
Mumia Abu-Jamal, and manya ot still had to discover about thisthese years have accompanied UM followedby potluckatMaffeo
others. He was the lead appellatenanwho had dedicated hislifetohign our struggle to make justice Sutton Park Pavilion.
attorney for the Cuban Five from profession. prevail, he will not be with us to secygs .

2002. The following is atributeto  Len always insisted that ourthe inevitable triumph. We ar
Weinglass by Gerardo Hernandezase, like the others that he hadonfident that day will arrive and Peace Mom Cindy Sheehan,
Nordelo of the Cuban Five. dedicated lots of his time to, wasto Len, and to all the others, we willSat., April 16, 7 pm, at David

Not that long ago Len came toessentially a political one. HepaythemawelldeservedtributeirLam Auditorium, Al44
visit me and we worked for severalcautioned us from the start thabur homeland. MacLaurin Hall, University of
hours preparing for the next step othis struggle would be long and On behalf of the Cuban Five, Victoria, admission by donation.
my appeal. | noticed atthe time thatlifficult. His experience with the and our families, and from theSponsored by Peace Action
he was tired. | was worried with his“system” had taught him that. Formillions of Cubans, and brothersinitiative-UVic Social Justice
advanced age that he was drivingur part, beyond the professionahnd sisters from all over the worldStudies, endorsed by Earth
alone after a long trip from New relationship we had, we alwayswho trusted and admired him, weWalk, Friends of Cuba, Raging
York. The weather was bad and théhought of him as one companersend our mostsincere condolenceSrannies, Victorial Peace
roads from the airport up toin the battle for justice. to Len’s family and friends. Coalition, Coalition Against
Victorville wind through the Len leaves us at an important Leonard Weinglass, Presentellsraeli Apartheid.

mountains surrounding the highmoment, but he leaves us prepared Gerardo Hernandez Nordelo,
desert. I mentioned my concerntdo carry on the path. On more tharJSP Victorville, California n
We Are One International

him but he did not pay it any

attention. That was the way he Solidarity Rally , Sat., April
was, nothing stopped him. 2, 2 pm, Peace Arch Border
Crossing, join unions from

Burma workers take strike actions
When we would meet the same
Washington, Oregon and

thingwould always happen. Atsome Nearly 3,000 workers atthe Tailabour rights activist, told the

point in our conversation, while Yileather factory in an industrial media, “Their main goalisto reduceBmiSh Columbia in solidarity
listening to him talk, my mindwould zone in Hlaingtharyar Township, atheir working hours. And the next,ith workers struggling to
separate from his words and | wouldRangoon suburban, demonstratedroblem is that their salaries havekeep collective bargaining

What's Left

StopWar, Vancouver’s anti-war
coalition, www.stopwar.ca.

LeftFilm Night, 7 pm, Sunday,
April 24, Centre for Socialist
Education, 706 Clark Drive. For
info on this month'’s film, call
604-255-2041.

Toronto, ON

Our City, Our Services, Our

Future, April9, 1 pmatDundas
Square, Community Day of
Action to defend good jobs,
public services and greener
cities. For info on the rally and
busesto Toronto, contact 416-
441-3710x2260r416-571-3087.

The Electionand Beyond, the
struggle for jobs and justice, a
community meeting with Miguel
Figueroa, Communist Party
Leader and Candidate for
Davenport, Monday, April 11,
7:30 pm, Bloor/Gladstone
Library, info: 416-469-2446.

Montreal, QC

Palestinians And Jews

United, boycott/disinvestment/
sanctions picket, every
Saturday, 1-3 pm, outside Le
marcheur, at Duluth & St. Denis.

Cochabamba +1: climate
justice and ecological
alternatives, conference April
15-17,wide range of speakers,
for registration and info, visit
www.alternatives.ca.

continued from page 12

People'svoice deadline:

APRIL 16-30issue: Thursday, April 7
MAY 1-15issue: Thursday, April 21
Send submissions to PV Editorial Office,
706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, V5L 3J1,
<pvoice@telus.net>

focus on the person. | would realizeagainst extra long working hoursbeen cut.” rights. For info on buses,
; s contact BC Fed-eration of
tremendous lawyer, the legendary Workers from the main Tai Yi workers staged a protest to Urg¢ apour. 604-430-1421.
of me. | told him that | had seenOo Shwe Ohn Road in IndustrialAt that time, the factory agreedpeo_pIe Power, Not War, rally
images of him in documentaries orZone 3 and workers from a brancfthat workers should continue todgainstthe warin Afghanistan,
legal cases that he had participateih the demonstration, Ko Than, ato force work on holidays. But in Square (corner of Homer &
late February, the factory officialsRobson).  Organized by
HandS Of f L|bya_ I towork until 9 pm. Normal working
hours at the factory are from 7:20
through military aggression. Two weeks later, some 500
also invited the United Nations However bad the currentworkers at a shoe factory in Hlaing
organizations such as the Africarwith a foreign invasion. The launched a peaceful protest for a
Union to send fact-finding Communist Party urges allincreaseinsalary. Theworkersatth
the ceasefire decision, and to pavaggression to speak out to demanbilarch 22, and gathered outside th
the way to a negotiated settlementhat our government withdraw ourfactory at 7 amtovoice theirconcern
Gaddafi's ceasefire offer is demandthattheimperialistpowersmanagementignored a proposal by
genuine. Unfortunately, theincluding Canada, refrain from workers'representatives demanding
dismissing this initiative without and instead support a peacefulind police officers were deployed
even bothering to confirm theresolution to this crisis. Let the outside the factory, but no violence

that here is this great man, theand salary cuts on March 8. In late January, the same
fighter for justice, right here in front leather factory on Phanchakwurthe owner to reduce working hours.
TV dedicating himself to important of the Tai Yifactory both took part work until 8 pm and promised not3at- April 9, 1 pm, Library
declared that the workers neede
intent to impose regime changeamto 5 pm.
and other international situation, it will be much worse Tharyar Township in Rangoon
missions to the country to confirmCanadians who oppose war anéNew Way factory refusedtoworkon
Many may question whethertroops and warships now, and tdrhe strike came one day after
western powers are alreadymilitary aggression against Libyasalary increases. Security guards
intentions of the Libyan regime, Libyan people settle matterswas reported. The workers ended

Bethune Dinner Door Prize Winner

The winner of the door prize at the annual Norman
Bethune Dinner sponsored by People’s Voice on
Feb. 26 was Toronto resident Josephine Spencer,

and are preparing to launch militarythemselves with a political solution.the protest at 9 am following holder of ticket 2137. Josephine has won a one-

negotiations with officials from
Hlaing Tharyar Township and the
Ministry of Labour.n

action, clearly revealing their true“Hands off Libya!"n
enjoy your trip!

4 Send me information on the )

Communist Party of Canada

The Communist Party of Canada, formed in 1921, has a proud histor]
fighting for jobs, equality, peace, Canadian independence, and socialfsm.
The CPC does much more than run candidates in elections. We think theffight
against big business and its parties is a year-round job, so our membe

continued from page 3

The National

week trip for two to Cuba - congratulations and

CLC structure changing....

Canadian Council should functioneve of an election, would lead one
asa“Forum”. Notexactly the sameto conclude that the structural
Campaign as a governing body carrying outchanges are to entrench this

416-469-2446

Parti Communiste du Quebec(section du
Parti communiste du Canada)

5359 Ave Du Parc, Suite "C"

Montreal, QC, H2V 4G9

Email: pcq@cpc-pcc.ca

B.C. Committee CPC
706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, BC, V5L 3J1
Tel: 604-254-9836 E-mail: cpbc@telus.net

Edmonton CPC

Box 68112, 70 Bonnie Doon PO
Edmonton, AB, T6C 4N6

Tel: 780-465-7893 Fax: 780-463-0209

Calgary CPC
Unit #1, 19 Radcliffe Close SE,
Calgary, AB, T2A 6B2 Tel: 403-248-6489

Saskatchewan CPC
Email: <mail@communist-party-sk.ca>

active across the country, to build our party and to help strengthen peo h . LS
movements on a wide range of issues. All our policies and leadership afe sée0mmittee, plus the twelve 85 members, 75 will be choserall, unfortunately, this is the status

democratically by our members. To find out more about Canada’s part
socialism, contact the nearest CPC office.

Sleirfommittee will be the Executive convention decisions, is it? Of itsideology of non-struggle. After

ofPresidents of Provincial andoutside of convention. The quo.
Territorial Federations. Canadian Councilwillbeabodyof With convention resolutions

Central Committee CPC
290A Danforth Ave, Toronto, ON, M4K 1N6
<info@cpc-pcc.ca>

Ottawa CPC
Tel: 613-232-7108

Manitoba Committee CPC

387 Selkirk Ave., Winnipeg, MB, R2W 2M3

Tellfax: 204-586-7824
Ontario Ctee. CPC

290A Danforth Ave., Toronto, M4K 1N6

Tel: 416-469-2446

Hamilton Ctee. CPC

265 Melvin Ave., Apt. 815
Hamilton, ON,

Tel: 905-548-9586

Atlantic Region CPC
Box 70, Grand Pré, NS, BOP 1M0O
Tellfax: 902-542-7981

www.communist-party.cq

J

This is the opening refrain of professional trade unionists whogetting merged into watery
the swan song of the democrati®nly have to meet twice a year as aothings, 75 of 85 of Canadian
rank and file convention. This forum of discussion. Council members appointed
recommendation has already been The Executive Committee, theoutside convention, the Executive
accepted and recommendedbody that will really govern the Committee chosen exclusively by
through the participation on theCLC, willmeetfourtimes ayearandthe Canadian Council, the National
Commission of the ranking officershas only four elected officers.  Campaign Committee another
ofthe largest affiliated unions, with  The proof is in the pudding, asrubber stamp, and a complete shut-
the exception of CUPW. Their the saying goes. It would be veryout of the grassroots Labour
delegates willgo withinstructionsimmature to consider theseCouncils, whatis leftfor delegates?
to support. Debate will be only proposals as purely structural. InWhat is left of the Convention?
about timing or application. If the any sane world, structure should There is little reason to believe
Canadian Council is a done dealbe the instrument of purpose, yethat cash-strapped locals and Labour
the rest follows suit. these changes are going to b€ouncilswill be willing to spend $2-

The Canadian Councilwillbe aimplemented without any 3000 to send delegates to a-con
permanent affiliate-controlled indication of purpose whatsoevervention of disappeared resolutions,
governance, with the exception ofAny observation of the CLC guest speakers and cultural
four Officers, five equity VPs, and performance during the economicentertainment. This is a very grave
one Youth VP. The Commissioncrisis, and especially the latesthreat to the future of Canadian
recommends in two places that thetroking of the Tory Budget on thetrade union democracy
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Hands Off Libya - No Foreign Intervention

For a Peaceful Political Solution to the Conflict!
Keep Canadian Military at Home!

e government-held areas. Res. 197Brovides a convenient pretext tocivilians? In Libya, on the other hand, the
goes far beyond the “no-fly zone” override one of the most central Ortake whatis happening rightimperialist powers wanta“regime
Party of C d : concept to include attacks onand fundamental principles of thenowin Bahrainand Yemen, wherechange” to replace Gaddafi with a
y of Canada, Friday, , . ) : . ) - - s X
March 18. 2011 L|byan m|I|t<'_iry units and U.N.Cha_rter-namely, res_pect_forreacnonary and dlctatorl_al more “predictable” and pliant

’ equipment which “threaten” thethe national and territorial governments are slaughteringpuppet government, and to
On Thursday of this week, thepopulation, essentially expandingsovereignty of all member-states unarmed civilian protestors instrengthen their hegemony in
U.N. Security Council passedthe scope of potential military thus providing official sanction broad daylight - protestors whoseNorth Africa and the Middle East
Resolution 1973, authorizing theaction to include virtually every for wars of aggression andonly “crime” is that they have wheretheir“influence” (a.k.a. their
imposition of a “no-fly zone” on conceivable form of attack. Such eoccupation by the imperialist peacefully taken to the streets t&economic interests centred on
Libya and the use of “all necessarymilitary assaultwill furtherinflame powers under the cover ofdemanddemocratic change.Ortheontrol of the region’s vital oil
measures” short of an invasion the internal conflict which has “international humanitarianrelief’. repeated Israeli massacres ofesources) is increasingly
including naval blockades, already exacted a heavy toll Itsinvocation by Washington Palestinians in Gaza and the othethreatened by the rising tide of
bombardment and air strikes -amongst the Libyan population,and its imperialist allies is alsooccupied territories - surely thedemocratic upsurge throughout
against Col. Muammar Gaddafi’sand will put “civilians and civilian- outrageously hypocritical, when most outrageous case of imperialisthe Arab world.
forcesin order “to protectcivilians populated areas” at greater, rathed S/INATO forces have inflicted double standards. Why have In response to the passage of
and civilian-populated areas” inthan lesser risk. thousands of casualties onWashington, London and Paristhe UN resolution, the Libyan
therebel-held Eastern partofLibya. The Communist Party of Canadannocent civilians in wars of remained so conspicuously silengovernment has announced an
The resolution also imposes a basondemns this Security Counciloccupation in Afghanistan andin the face of these outrageousmmediate cessation of military
on all air travel (including civilian action which was bullied throughIraq, and continue to do so up taatrocities? action and is calling for an “open
flights) in Libyan airspace, by the U.S., Britain and France,the present day. Where is this The answer is very simple:dialogue” to find a peaceful
toughens the arms embargo, angassing by a vote of 10-0 with Sburning concern “to protect because these are “US-friendly”solution to the conflict. Tripolihas
widens the freeze of offshoreabstentions (China, Russia, Brazilgivilians and civilian-populated client states which faithfully serve
Libyan assets. India and Germany), under theareas” in these countries and inmperialist interests in the region.

Issued by Central Executiv
Committee, Communist

see LIBYA, page 11

Inreality, the UN decisionhandsdangerous and

thoroughlyPakistan, where the U.S. has

the U.S. andits NATO alliesa cartenypocritical doctrine of “hum- repeatedly launched unmanne
blanche to launch a full-scaleanitarian interventionism”. This drone attacks causing hundred
onslaughtagainst Tripoli and otherdoctrine is dangerous because #dditional deaths among unarme

Joint Statement of Communist and Workers’
Parties against imperialist aggression in Libya

The imperialist killers headed Bangladesh; Workers’ Party of Communist Party; Communist
by the USA, France, Britain andBangladesh; Communist Party ofParty of Luxembourg; Communist
NATO as a whole and with the Belarus; Workers’ Party of Party of Malta; Communist Party
approval of the UN started a newBelgium; Brazilian Communist of Mexico; Popular Socialist Party
imperialist war. This time in Libya. Party; Communist Party of Brazil; of Mexico; New Communist Party
Their allegedly humanitarian Communist Party of Britain; New of Netherlands; Communist Party
pretexts are completely misleading!Communist Party of Britain; Party of Norway; Communist Party of
They throw dust into peoples’ of the Bulgarian Communists; Pakistan; Communist Party of
eyes! Their real goals are theCommunist Party of Canada;Poland; Portuguese Communis
hydrocarbons in Libya. We, the Communist Party of Chile; Socialist Party; Communist Party of Russiar]
Communist and Workers’ partiesWorkers’ Party of Croatia; Federation; Communist Workers’
condemn the military imperialist Communist Party of Bohemia andParty of Russia-Revolutionary
intervention. The people of Libya Moravia; Communist Party of Party of Communists; UCP-CPSU,;
must determine their future on theirDenmark; Communist Party in Communist Party of Soviet Union;
own, without foreign imperialist Denmark; Communist Party of New Communist Party of
interventions. We call on the Estonia; Communist Party of Yugoslavia; Party of the
peoples to react and demand th€&inland; Hungarian Communist Communists of Serbia; Communist
immediate cessation of theWorkers’ Party; Unified CP of Party of Slovakia; Communist Party
bombings and of the imperialistGeorgia; Communist Party of of Sri Lanka; Communist Party of
intervention! Greece; Communist Party of India;the Peoples of Spain; Syrian

As of March 25, the statementCommunist Party of India Communist Party; Communist

i
5
)

End the bombing, says Young
CommunistLeague

In a March 22 statement, the International Commission o
Young Communist League of Canada warned that “foreign bom
and invasion is dangerously worsening the situation in Lib
Condemning U.N. Resolution 1973, US “Operation Odyssey D
and Canadian “Operation MOBILE,” the statement urged pe
loving youth and students to demand the Harper Conserv
government immediately withdraw its troops and warships
support a peaceful, political solution to the crisis resolved by
Libyan people.

“Resolution 1973 - the so-called no-fly zone banning civilianpnd
military air travel - authorizes an act of war,” saysthe YCL. “The U.S.
and NATO have a “free pass’ to not only enforce a terrible stofm of
air strikes, bombardment and a naval blockade but also to lgunch
attacks on any Libyan military units that they claim threaten| the
population. Whatever we think of the Ghadafi regime, imperiglist
intervention will be a disaster for the Libyan people. Widespiead
circulation of petitions by groups like Avaaz.org calling for sfich
actions have confused some progressive youth, but the doctrine of
"humanitarian interventionism’ by the past colonizers of Africp is
hypocritical and must be opposed.”

The YCL stresses that “the Harper Conservative government’s
actions are also crude chauvinistic electioneering on the eve of a
Federal election campaign which could be fought on the question of
billion-dollar military spending for new fighter jets, and the fact this

the
bing
ya.”
wn”
ace-
ative
and

the

was signed by 58 parties: Algerian(Marxist); Tudeh Party of Iran; Party of Sweden; Communist Party anti-democratic government has been declared in contempt-gf par
Party For Democracy And Communist Party of Ireland; of Turkey; Labour Party (EMEP), | liamentfor drastically low-balling the price-tag of its war spending.”
Socialism, PADS; Communist PartyWorkers’ Party of Ireland; Party of Turkey; Communist Party of
of Armenia; Communist Party of the Italian Communists; Ukraine; Union of Communists of
Azerbaijan; Communist Party of Communist Party of Kazakhstan;Ukraine; Communist Party of H 1 i
Australia; Communist Party of Socialist Party of Latvia; LebaneseVenezuelan Att aCks agaInSt LIbya VIOIate
international law , warns Cuba
NE ws F o R PE o PL E Statement by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Cuba
J Cuba expresses its most forceful condemnation of the foreign
N o ' Fo R PR o F’ ' s., military intervention into the internal conflict occurring within the
Libyan Arab Jamahiriya.
. ' F—————————_— - - ———— 1 For Cuba, conflicts must be resolved through dialogue fand
Eyery issue of PeopLe’s Voice y negotiation, not with the use of military force.
gives you the latest on the p eo p I es The Security Council succumbed to pressure from some western
fightback from coast to coast. powers in order to create the conditions leading to this milifary
aggression, which constitutes a blatant manipulation of the Ujited

Whether it' s the struggle to defeat
the HarperT ories, resist ance to
social cut s, solidarity with  Cuba
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Nations Charter, of the Council’s authority and is another exafple
of the double standard which characterizes its conduct.
Nevertheless, Resolution 1973, approved this last Thursdgy by

or workers’ struggles around the ] $30 for 1 year ] $50 for 2 years the Security Council, in no way authorizes these attacks agdainst
world, we've got the news the ) ) ) Libyan territory, which constitute a violation of international lajv.
corporate media won't print. Q) Low income special rate: $15 for 1 year The western powers carrying out military attacks against Lifyan

territory are causing death, injury and suffering to innocent civiligns.
Some of these powers are precisely those responsible for thejdeath

And we do more than that-we Name of more than a million civilians in Iraq and more than 70,009 in

report and analyze event s from a Afghanistan, which they call “collateral damage.”

revolutionary perspective, helping Address They are also complicit in the crimes committed against|the

to build the movement s for justice Postal Code Palestinian people. _ o _

and equality , and eventually for a Cuba supports the L|byan_ people s mahenable_ right to delf-

socialist Canada. Read the p aper Send to: People’s Voice, det_er_n_nnat!on \_Nlthout a_nyforelgn interference, repudlates_ the d_ eat’hs
. . . of civiliansin Libya and in any other place and supports this natipn’s

that fight s for working people— on 706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, BC, V5L 3J1 territorial integrity and its sovereignty over its own resources

every p age—in every issue! . o7 | Havana, March 20, 2011




