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The Social
Roots of Revolt

Many Bahrainis have witnessed huge wealth sloshing around
their diminutive country of less than 600,000 indigenous
people (perhaps another 300,000 are expatriates, official
figures are vague). But so little of that wealth - especially in
the last seven years of high oil prices when Bahrain’s national
revenue tripled - has found its way into creating jobs and
decent accommodation. More than 50,000 Bahraini families
are estimated to be on waiting lists for homes. Some families
have been waiting for over 20 years to be housed, with several
generations sharing the one roof, in cramped conditions with
poor sanitation.... SEE PAGE 5

“INS1DE JNI
Never again? '

Rebellious Egypt
For daring to host a panel forum 5 | f his latest "Reflections.”
: n one of his latest "Reflections,
includinggarAuschwitg survivor A woman CommUHISt MP

former Cuban president Fidel
who is sharply critical of the Believe it or not, in 1940 voters in Castro looks at the background ahd
policies of Israel, a Jewish halll North Battleford, Saskatchewan sent  implications of the popular rebellio

in Toronto faces threats from a Communist woman to Ottawa as which finally toppled Egyptian

the Canadian Jewish Congress. their Member of Parliament. dictator Hosni Mubarak..
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Mohawk College fears about
Finkelstein unfounded

A lecture by Dr. Norman “secure” the venue. Because okigned and paid, the lecture wa
Finkelstein planned for Hamilton Mohawk College’s outrageousmoved to a church in downtown
on Feb. 19th took place withoutsecurity charges - applied to theHamilton. Neither the church nor
incident, despite the fact thatorganizers, Canadians for Justic€ JPME hired security for the event
Mohawk College had determinedand Peace in the Middle East CJPME had argued that the
that eight police were required to(CJPME) - after the booking was$1500 in security charges whic

People's Voice Fund
Drive kicks off March 1:

help us raise $50,000!

Nothing good ever came easy, asthe old saying goes. That has been
true for every gain achieved by the working class over past centuries
of organizing to win shorter hours, better pay, pensions, workers’
compensation, public education, or universal health care.

It’s the same story in the arena of ideas. From the moment the
printing press was invented, right up to the birth of the Internet, the
wealthy have had a powerful monopoly over the mass media... with
occasional importantexceptions. Today in Canada, with the exception
of the CBC and some community broadcasters, the media is
overwhelmingly owned by a handful of private companies, and these
giants are swallowing up the competition. For example, between
1990 and 2005, corporate mergers and takeovers in Canada reduced
the number of independently-owned daily newspapers from 17.3%
of the total to a mere 1%.

Adjusting the zoom, we know that big transnationals dominate the
world-wide news and entertainment business, exercising nearly total
control over the flow of ideas, imposing their capitalist, right-wing
analysis on every facet of the media.

Fortunately, the working class and its allies have always found
ways to combat this attempted form of thought control. In one way,
the labour press and radical publications like People’s Voice have an
edge over the monopolies - we don’t have to invent lies to prop up
the profit system. In our pages, readers find stories and facts which
mesh with their own daily experience. We help clarify a confusing
world and bring working people together, instead of muddying the
waters to create divisions.

Butdon’ttake our word for it. Check out the comments on this page
by several well-known activists inawide range of people’s movements.
They value the role of People’s Voice as a source of progressive news
and ideas, and we hope you agree.

Ifyou think it’simportantto have a Canada-wide newspaper which
supports the locked-out Hamilton steelworkers, the movements to
defend public education and health care, the people of Palestine,
please be generous. If you value a working class press which
celebrates International Women’s Day and May Day every year,
please dig deep when you get your appeal letter in the mail.

You need us, and we certainly need you to help us raise $50,000
yet again in 2011. With your help, we can keep our voice for a

socialist future alive in the fight
against the capitalist media
giants!

Once again this year,
your mail appeal letter will

offeragiftinappreciation
of your solidarity. For
each donation of $100,
contributors will have
their choice of a PV
2011 Calendar, aframed
portraitofarevolutionary
fighter, or a copy of

Tl '58 L)

Mohawk College had sought to
levy were in breach of contract,
and designed to force the
cancellation of the booking. Since
the event proceeded without &
single disruption - in the absencsg
of any security personnel - CJPME
says its position seems justified.
CJPME hosted Finkelstein for a
series of five events last week. Likg
the previous 17 events organize
inthe past several years by CJPM
for Dr. Finkelstein, there were no
attempts to disrupt the
proceedings.
Dr. Finkelstein - the son of
Holocaust survivors - has beer
critical of Israel’s assault on Gazg
two winters ago and its 43-yea
occupation of Palestinian territories
in his lectures and books. Mohaw
College admitted to the media tha
they had been pressured by Jewis
and other community groups to
cancel the event. -
CJPME has paid for security a

\\\ ) u ™ i e .
other post-secondary education 3 ' '

institutions in the past, butneveraaiJnions rally for Steelworkers, pensions

a ratio of 8 police for 190 seats a$Dn February 14 - Valentine’s Day - the labour movement took its
demanded by Mohawk College, andnessage to Bay Street in downtown Toronto. The protesters
never as a fee applied after thelemanded an end to the corporate attack on workers’ pensions,
contractwasfinalized and paid. Thesuch as the U.S. Steel lockout of 900 Steelworkers in Hamilton.
groupis considering its legal optionsAmong the speakers was Rod Sheppard, President of The
in terms of suinghe College.r Society of Energy Professionals. (PV photo by Ed BIl.)

Progressive activists urge support for
People’ s Voice Fund

Drive

People’s Voice has been the onl
mediato thoroughly and correct!
cover many crucial issues, such a
the plight of Colombian political
prisoners, Canadian mining |
companies’ overseas abuses arf®
the Mavi Marmara massacre
When such stories become tog
hot and contentious, Canadia
main stream media goes silent, whil
the PV carries on asking the toug
guestions.

- Human rights activist Kevin
Neish, Victoria, B.C.

%

Kevin Neish ;
P_eo_p_le’s Voice represents a . _ Tim McCaskell

significant current of working class doesn’t just cover the issues of the )

and anti-capitalist struggles inday - i.e. school closures - butleachers’ Federation, Human
Canada now spanning severaprovides an analytical frameworkRights, Executive Assistant
generations. As neo-liberalism’'sto help the reader understand the

crisis corrodes democratic“who, what, where, when, whyandPeople’s Voice immediately
freedoms and social justice, sucthow” around the attack on publicrecognised the power of film in
voices of continuity have nevereducation. Please join me inPringing the workers’ struggles to
been more important. supporting a paper that actually@ mass audience. They helped

“GreatOctober,”aDVD
dedicated to the Great
October Socialist
Revolution of 1917. n

-Tim McCaskell, long time queer speaks out in defense of publiddublicise CLIiFF and bring the
and anti-racistactivistin Toronto education - donate generously ténessage to all Canadians!

the PV Fund Drive. )
People’s Voice is one of the few- Jane Bouey, Vancouver Board Frank Saptelis the founder of the

places | can find serious coveragef Education trustee and social Canadian Labour International
Film Festival (CLiFF), nowinits

third year

Here's my contribution
to the PV Fund Drive!

Enclosed please find my donation of $

of public education issues. Itjustice activist

“Timely,
Necessary”! These are the word

Challenging and

to the 201 People's/oice Press Fund Drive. which come to mind when look at
the human rights coverage in thg

Name pages of People’s Voice. With
more of the mainstream medig

Address being controlled by large
. corporations, | countonthe PV td
Clty/ town advocate for those whose voicg
Prov Postal Code would not make it to the pages o

the Big Business press. Keep u
your good work.

- Domenic Bellissimo, Provincial
Office, Ontario Secondary School Frank Saptel

Sendyour contributionto:
People's Wice, 706 Clark Drive, ¥ncouverBC, V5L3J1

Jane Bouey




3 « PEOPLE’S VOICE - MARCH 1-15,2011

“Never Again For Anyone”, says p anel

The day before the meeting,tothe destruction of Israel as a stat
the Toronto Section of the UJPOfromwithin. Thatis one of my hopes.”
“Never Again For Anyone” is received aletterfromthe Canadian The CJC contendsthatDr. Meye
the message of a 13-city tour acros3ewish Congress (CJC) and thés calling for Israel’'s destruction,
Canada by Auschwitz survivor Dr.United Jewish Appeal (UJA), and that the UJPO supports thi
Hajo C. Meyer. The tour includedthreatening to “sever ties” with position by virtue of hosting the
aFeb. 1 meeting atthe Winchevskyhe Winchevsky Centre (theevent. Butthe UJPO does notcallfo
Centre in Toronto, sponsored bybuilding housing the UJPO’S the destruction of Israel. It does
American Muslims for Palestine, offices, a school, and Yiddish however, callfor a peaceful political
the International Jewish Anti- cultural programs). Organizationssolution and adherence to U
Zionist Network, and the Middle housed in the centre receiveResolution 242 and otherswhich calf
East Children’s Alliance. grants and funding for their for Israel to return to its pre-1967fd
The United Jewish People’sactivities from the United Jewish borders; and for the establishme
Order in Toronto was a local Appeal. of a Palestinian state, including
sponsor of the evening. An  Notsurprisingly, UJPO membersPalestinians’ right to return.
imminent snowstorm and threatswvere shocked and angered by the David Abramowitz, President of
from some pro-Zionist organ- letter, but refused to cancel thehe UJPO, saidthe CJC had expellg
izations did not deter the audienceneeting. UIPO Toronto Presidenthe UJPO in the 1950s, alleging it ————""""= -
which filled the hall. A similar Marsha Solnicki said later thecampaign againstthe rearmament dkuschwitz survivor Dr. Hajo C. Meyer
meeting was held the night beforemeeting had been co-sponsoretiVest Germany showed UJPO was
at the Friends House in Toronto.“to provide a space and a forum forunder Soviet control. At the time, theon top of the $519 rent for a 190 seatoday, the Harper Tories in Ottawa
Onthe platform with Dr. Meyer discussion with people of varyingUJPO was the largest CJC affiliatemeeting room. The fee putthe rentaare virtually the only government
were Khaled Mouammar, Presidenpolitical positions. We didn’t feel and it had the support of the Jewistout of reach of organizersin the world still willing to stand
of the Canadian Arab Federationthis association would be anythingpopulation who were also opposedCanadians for Peace and Justiceith the US and Israel.
and Lee Maracle, First Nationsmore than an educationalto NATO'S drive to rearm West in the Middle East), and was What's clear from all of this is
writer and advocate, whose earlyopportunity to hear awide range ofGermany. UJPO remained outsidepparently intended to create théhe intent of the Zionist lobby in
political awakening was in the viewpoints. Now we are dealingthe CJC for almost 50 years before reclimate of danger that was missingCanada to suppress dialogue on
battle against apartheid in Souttwith the aftermath, not only in our affiliating a decade ago. One longprior to the College President’sissuesinthe Middle East, including
Africa. organization but also in the widertime member said, “(the CJC) hasassessment that eight securityny criticism of Israel’'s war on its
Meyer eloquently talked of his Jewish community and among thebeenknocking us aroundfor40yearguards were deemed essentiaheighbours and its own citizens. It
childhood exile in Holland and his progressive left and JewishWhat's new?” Centenary United, a progressivas to the great credit of the UJPO
imprisonmentin Auschwitz untilit communities.” In Hamilton, a Feb. 19 speech orchurch near McMaster University, and its members that after 85 years,
was liberated. “The victims were  “We have a proud 85-yearlsrael/Palestine issues by Drdid not hire security guards, andthey continue to stand firm against
Jews, not Zionists” he declared history to draw on and a record ofNorman Finkelstein was forced tosupports the rights to free speeclgreat pressure and pointed threats

noting the difference betweenspeaking out on issues whergelocate to Centenary Unitedand free assembly guaranteethy the Zionist lobby, instead
Zionism and Judaism. He outlinedinjustice and bigotry threaten ourChurch, after Zionists demandedunder the Canadian Constitutionholding to their progressive and
steps the Nazis used todemocratic and humanistvaluesthat Mohawk College eithercancel Two years ago, the Ontariosecular world outlook and their
how today these same ideas ar€hese, we can be sure, are valuge speak. The College respondedervative motion that equatedustice. The UIPO can holdits head
used to dehumanize Muslims. shared by our membership,”by slapping a $1500 “security” feecriticism of Israel with a hate crime. high. History is on their side.
Khaled Mouammar spoke aboutSolnicki said in aletterto members.
statehood, and implementation oUJA were sharply criticized in labour L f W' -
UN Resolutions 242 and otherdetters to the Canadian Jewis Voices essons rom lsco nSIn
which explicitly call for creation of News, and responded by sayind
spoke of First Nations’ fight to matter. The UJPO responde d : North America would be firstto  And unions speak out for
. ; . -~~Clancy, National President, X : .
survive centuries of genocidalfavourably, buthas heard nOth'ngNational Union of Public take such heavy handed action. everyone not just their members.
policies by both Tory and Liberal since. and General Employees The private sector unions inWe knowthataninjurytooneisan
denial of education, which shetried to justify its actions by Www.nupge.ca quite a beating over the pastcoupleepresents workplace and
characterized as “slow genocide” quoting Dr. Meyer at the Feb. 1 ’ ’ of decades. Sustained andyrassroots democracy at its best!
A lively question and answer meeting. In answer to a question Question - what do the playersprolonged attacks on these unions Dictators know this when they
appreciation was expressed to thetrength and effectiveness of thdBay Packers have in common witttheir size and influence. Many inwhen they face harassment and
UJPO by panelists and audiencenti-Zionist forces inside Israel, Wisconsin’'s teachers, socialgovernment and business thinkliscrimination when trying to join
members. The event was the onlyvleyer said ‘it (Zionism) hasgrown workers, nurses and statehat the time is ripe to turn theirthem. Fundamentally that is why
Jewish hall. Everywhere else thdess human than in the years afteup in protest to the union-busting Why? We willundoubtedly hear also why we must continue to fight
panel had been black-balled by thehe Second World War. So thatantics of Governor Scott Walker. a lot of blather about debts andor our rights - our labour rights. It
powerful Zionist lobby. means that it can very easily leadValker has recently earned theleficits aswell as general crappings for this reason that my union, the
P —————— — announcement that he is planningvorkers supposedly have it. ButEmployees (NUPGE), has been
to strip the state’s publicworkers ofthat is just a cover for the realarguing that Labour Rights are
MAY DAY 2011 collective bargaining rights andreason. Human Rights for decades now.
benefits. And if these folks havepowerful don'tlike people standingor one of our provinces take a
the temerity to oppose “Hosni” up to them. Unions remain one ofmeasure as extreme as Wisconsin’s
GREE I I NG ADS Walker’s edicts he will call in the the strongest vehicles for chang&Hosni” Walker? | hope not. But,
Unsurprisingly, this has raisedlarge numbers of people and speathey think they can get away with
from a wide range of labour and people's organizations in the ire of more than a few people irout without fear of seeing thei_rit_ That's why we must stand
our May 1-15 issue, which will be distributed at events the state. An unusual voice againsiunding cut. Strikes threaten theirstrong. Speak out. Mobilize.
across Canada. The deadline for camera-ready ads will be
players of the publicly/fan owned C C
April 20. Please check with us about the format if your ad Green Bay Packers. Players Brad N Iaga ra N ews B u I Ietl n
is being sent electronically. Poppinga and Jason Spitz ang =
Jacke, Charles Jordan, Bob Long ) ,
and Steve Okoniewski have statefl After yellow-shirted protesters from thieeople’s Healthcare
that: “in an unprecedented politica Coalition filled the seats at the Niagara Regional Headquarters

By Liz Rowley

dehumanize the Jews, and showedo matter where they occur.the meetingorgivethemequaltimd_egislature adopted a Con-principles of anti-racism and social
the Palestinian struggle to achieve After the event, the CJC and
a Palestinian state. Lee Maraclehey were willing to discuss the ommentary by James when and which jurisdiction in beloved profits.
governmentsin Canada, including Feeling the heat, the CJC ha NUPGE), from Canada and the US have takeinjurytoall! The labour movement
period followed, and much posed by this writer about theof Super Bowl champs the Greerhave seen significant decline inban unions. Workers know this
one on the tour to be held in amuch more aggressive and muclemployees? Answer - all are risingsights on the public sector unionsthe rich and powerful hate us. Itis
nickname “Hosni” for his on how “cushy” public sector National UnionofPublicand General
slash their wages and health Ultimatelyitisthattherichand  Will the Canadian government
Wisconsin National Guard. in the world. Able to connect to to be candid, | think some will if
To mark May Day 2011, People's Voice will print greetings
the Governor has been many of the
April 22; if PV is preparing the layout, the deadline is
former Packers Curtis Fuller, Chrig

Ad rates (based on 5 column page): By PV Niagara Bureau

AINChL 15 ; . ;
I 82: Cc(;nlluunr?nn )lnzcri]nches 5?25 | attack Governor Walker is trying to| Regional council reversed a previous vote and called for a ‘
I Two columns x 2 inches. ... s45 | take away their right to have a voicg investigationinto the cuts of local emergency-rooms in favour ofa P3
I T comne X 5 inepeg 260 | and bargain at work. The right to (public-private-partnership) hospital further away from many of the
T I 5 inches. .. $90 negotiate wages and benefits is Lregion’s towns. The Ontario health minister is still refusing to hack
| T;/]VO co ulmns X Alrr]c ES """"""""""""" '3,'0110 | fundamental underpinning of our down although several mayors have joined the call for an investigption.
| ree columns X & INCNES.........cocveve | iddlecl Th bli kerg * The DSBN (District School Board of Niagara) reversed its plgn to
| TWO COILMNS X 7INCRES. ..o F140 | o V\?cass.._. ’ ezepu ions & er,make a new high-school exclusively for low-income studgnts
Three columns x 7 inches..........cccccovnee. $180 are yisconsin's champions every 1.

single day and we urge the Governdrcondemned aspartheid education” by one progressive MPP, but
and the State Legislature to not takpWill instead make the new school for students who would be the first
away their rights.” from their families to graduate from high school.
But the Governor's attack | *Niagararesidents have beentold “notto worry if they hear gurffire”
shouldn’t be a surprise to any of ug|, @S the Canadiamilitary trains near public spacesnight and day

Indeed, the question has only beepincreasing the militarization of the area.

L----------------J
Send greetings to People’s Voice at:
706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, V5L 3J1
E-mail: pvoice@telus.net

,-------------
\—------------
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Flaherty throws pensioners to the lions

EDIT ORIALS

Tunis to Bahrain to Wisconsin....

Held just three months ago in South Africa, the annual me
of the world’s communist parties called the current global crisi$

hegemony, sharper attacks on political and social rights, ang
escalation of popular resistance struggles.
The first weeks of 2011 have absolutely confirmed the Tsh

stubborn resistance of the Hamilton steelworkers against

Steel’'s lockout. In both cases, workers and their families p

denigrate the emerging movements, even as working people sagi

their lives to win a better future. We stand with their courage
struggles, which will ultimately open the doors to a world of pe3
democracy, equality and socialism.

Odious events, scary implications

As calls for Bev Oda’s dismissal get louder, one response hu
back by the Tories is the accusation of “sexism” among
opposition parties. There may be a grain of truth in this charge. A

Emikeconstable 02 2011 union-art.com

Bahrain: The Social
Roots of Revolt

- ; Dubai located further south alongAnd it is this lopsided, elite-
rle )Ilogg;lgleg:;rglr?gham’ the Arabian Peninsula in the Unitedorientated development that is
the Arab Emirates. fuelling deep social grievances
fteBahrain, Feb. 18, 2011 - “Have you But that reputation for being aamong the masses, grievances that

all, Tony Clement was the Minister responsible for the scandalousver seen an island with nocutting-edge capitalist hub -are now being directed at those

billion-dollar assault on civil liberties during the G20 summit, &
also for the long-form census fiasco. Yet few demanded
resignation, perhaps reflecting a sexist double standard.

But the fact remains that Oda’s resignation is long overdus
many reasons, starting with her eager support for the vicious at
onwomen’s equality programs by Harper’s Tory minority in 20
The minister is also notorious for racking up tens of thousand

dollarsinlimousine charges. Imagine the howls from the Torieg fd

Liberal was caught in such a spending outrage! But this el
behaviour is simply shrugged off by Mr. Harper.
Now, Ms. Oda has admitted misleading Parliament about

nd beaches?” The question posed bfahrain is the only country in theelites. Further state repression
highe young Bahraini taxi man Gulf region to have signed a freeagainst such protests can only
standing among thousands ofrade agreement with the US -amplify these grievances.
foghanting anti-government pro-comes at a heavy social and Bahrain’s unstable social
acitesters seemed at first to be a bit ofécological cost. And it's a costformation is underpinned by
6. the wall. But his explanation soonthat seems to have pushed a largenwavering US diplomatic and
s oot to the heart of the grievancessection of the population too far, military support. The island serves
if4hat have brought tens ofto the point where they areasthe base for the US Fifth Fleetin
thousands of Bahrainis on to theemulating the protests in Tunisia,the Persian Gulf. The latestwave of
streets - protests which have seeRgypt and other parts of the Arabstate repression hastellingly elicited
t least seven civilians killed amidworld to demand long-overduegnly a subdued, ambivalent
cenes of excessive violence bylemocratic rights. commentfrom Washington, urging

tis

th

Kairos affair. The efforts to deflect this scandal lead in a frighten

direction. Essentially, the Tories are saying that the federal ca i”%ports put the death toll muchPearl Monument, which alludes to
cannot be held responsible to the people of Canada throug OWfgher.

elected MPs. The Oda affair is another move by Stephen Harger to"\jany Bahrainis, like the young diving and fishing industries -
place his office above the courts and Parliament, including refysalgxi man, have witnessed hugendustries that were the mainstay
to submit to Supreme Court rulings, the rejection of majority vqtesyealth sloshing around theirof communities.
in the House of Commons, the arbitrary decision to extend|theliminutive country of less than

military mission in Afghanistan, the recent secretive “perimet|
deal which sells out Canadian sovereignty, and much more.

Such systematic abuse of power further weakens democra
this country. Even if Mr. Harper is defeated in the next election
actions set ominous precedents for future prime ministers to si
ignore the will of Parliament and the voters. This dangerous t
must be reversed, starting with the resignation of cabinet minis
who lie to Parliament.

""Gstate security forces. Unconfirmed At the centre of Manama is the«| sides to refrain from violence” -
Washington-speak that translates
into support for the government.

|ast year, Bahrain received $19.5

the country’s traditional pearl

millionin US military aid, which, on
aper capitabasis, equatesto greater

Within view of the monument than that deli d to Eavot
BI" 600,000 indigenous peopleare the iconic skyscrapers oft'af that delivered to Egypt.
Once again, another uprising

(perhaps another 300,000 ard3ahrain’s newfound wealth, : h desi 4
Cy iexpatriates, official figures areincluding the Financial Harbour against another US-designate
hissague). But so little of that wealth and the World Trade Center. Only Important ally” seems to be

:E\ply especially in the last seven year& few years ago, this entire area ognderway. And once again, the

n@f high oil prices when Bahrain’s the capital was sea, the land havingontradiction of elite rule and

tergational revenue tripled - has foundoeen reclaimed and developed. Uvidespread poverty - all the more
its way into creating jobs andto 20 per cent of Bahrain’s totalglaring in oil-rich countries - is
decent accommodation. More thadand area has been reclaimed fronultimately undermining

50,000 Bahraini families are the sea over the past three decade#/ashington’s imperial designs.
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estimated to be on waiting lists for However, this vast reclamation Cunninghamis ajournalistand
homes. Some families have beemnd development drive has,musician: www.myspace.com/
waiting for over 20 years to beaccording to local environmentalfinjancunninghammusic
housed, with several generationgroups, devastated the island’s
sharing the one roof, in crampedmarine ecology and fish stocks ind
conditions with poor sanitation. particular. The rampant devel-]
All the while, these people haveopment - which has made fortune:l
come to feel like strangers in theirfor the country’s elite - has had a
own land, with their squalid equally devastating effect on local
conditions in inner-city areas andcommunities who have dependetl
villages being in sharp contrast toon the sea for their livelihoods.||
the mega shopping malls and multiWhile these communities have
storey buildings that have sprungsuffered the blight of unem- g
up to attract US and Europearployment and poverty, they also
investors, financiers, companieshave witnessed roaring propert
and rich tourists. development, land prices and]
The Gulf island’s oil wealth has profits benefiting the ruling elite.
been channeled into diversifying These communities haveI
the economy away from watched their country’s oil wealth
dependence on oil and gas revenudieing directed to serve elitell
into other sectors such as propertynterests with development plans]
development and internationalthat are geared to lure internation
banking. The self-styled kingdom, capital. This has led to swathes o
which is sandwiched less than 3@oastal areas being confiscated b
kilometers on either side betweermembers of the extended Al Khalif
the oil and gas giants of Saudi Arabigoyal family, to be earmarked for
and Qatar, has leveraged itduture reclamation and skyscrapel
hydrocarbon wealth to earn adevelopment. That is how Bahraigl
reputation as a finance and tradéas become something of a parad
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hub in the Middle East on a par with- an island without any beaches.\
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Dorise Nielsen: Canada’ s first Communist MP

the Meadow Lake area of northerrshe had initially June 1940, andtheJohnston says, “she was a
Saskatchewan, where she marriephined in 1934. IWD Liberal govern- dazzling, charismatic speaker,

A few years ago, one ofa homesteader and worked as a Nielsen and naa mentcorrectly sus- and no one who heard her speak

Canada’s pioneering radicalteacher. She eventually becamether Communists 1911 to pected that she everforgot.” However, therising

By Kimball Cariou

women received long-overdueimmersed in the life of the and left-wing CCF was a “Red.” Cold War attacks against
attention with the publication of community, and her progressivemembers in Sas- Maintaining Communists had a sharply

Faith Johnston’s biographyd outlook became moreradical duringkatchewan put the contact with negative impactonthe LPP, which
Great Restlessness: The Life anthe Depression. Moving leftward, “popular front” 201 1 Montreal-based declined from its post-war peak
Politics of Dorise Nielsen. she joined the Communist Party otoncept into leaders of the ofsome 20,000 members.

Born in 1902, Dorise Nielsen Canadain 1937, while continuingaction, campaign- Communist Party  In1957, Nielsen left Canada for

emigrated in 1927 from Britain to to work closely withthe CCFwhich ing together for a wide range ofwho had escaped internmentthe People’s Republic of China,

progressive policies, from higherNielsen became a popular advocaterhere she lived until her death in

wheat prices to social programs foffor the party’s views through her1980, working as an editor for the

11}2“‘ the rural population. This unity speeches in the House ofForeign Languages Press in
s = metwith disapproval from the CCFCommons. She was widely knownBeijing.r

leadership; the Meadow Lake CCFas a militant voice for women'’s

om out of our

1 F L it riding association was dissolvedequality and the interests of poo -
S ety donitiel | U . o T LS in 1939 because of its support fofarm families. UNITY
a popular front with the When the Labour Progressive|[Means VIO TORY
Communists. Party was formed as alegal party it |

Despite this opposition, 1943 by the Communists, Nielser;
Communists and CCF membergleclared her affiliation with the
continued to cooperate, and_PP andwas electedtoits nationg
Nielsen was elected to Parliamenéexecutive. She was joined in the
from North Battleford in March Commons by Fred Rose, elected g
1940, as a “United Progressive”an LPP candidate in abyelectionir

candidate. She was just the thirdhe riding of Montreal-Cartier.
arm women shake up Alberta politics Canadian woman elected to(Rose defeated David Lewis, for |
:n 1921 n‘m‘ur-]_wi?lmnlmrml'd-;d B, R o Dot in n":..-eml Parliament, and the first to holdthe CCF leadership never forgave| |
W O I L Tl a9 o8 Wl akoree IS S 1EnNg, Fany agnis- - . - . .
loren mililant uriors, Bul rene Parby  bed Tor rscogniion of womens' new g Off_lce while still raising young the C_ommunlsts.) . . |
becarmd pragidant of e United Farm rplés in Socdty, ARer World Warl a E children. Nielsen ran for re-election in —_
Wamen ol Albarts and then won a lot ol e old socal restraints bad b H ; ; H P ; 0 e
seal in the Albas legiskaiune for the broken down and wage culbacks "-E Nle_lsen arrlvepl_ln Ottawadurlng 1945’ but placed third with 13% ‘!'r":l' I E FDR
Progressive Party. In 2 biiel ars al Tarced many women o sesk smploy- & a period of political repression, of the vote. She went to work for MFCL [DRUSE W ‘m-:l."*'l =
lamrn radicalsm, progressive armer ment oulgide Be hame S made more difficult by the the LPP, drawing Iarge crowds e it ¥
;9'1'1_';';__;'. = mm iy Elranca’*es,nan-:lln:-muﬂlzelhe o ree complications of arranging fortheacross Canada as a speaker 6
i, itk Kol ESnarnl of thiy B i arm Priloci s saties’ care of three children. Thethe issues which she hadDorise Nielsen's 1940 election
Communist Party was banned irchampioned as an MP. As Faitlcampaign poster.

YEl W \WVomen’s Suffrage and the
At the time of the first on the throne... day enlarges the hosts of womersuffrage for women would it. Fighting for women'’s suffrage,
International Women’s Day . In tru_th, our state is mteres_tedexploned _by_cap|tal|sm. Every newimmensely _advance and mtensn‘ywe will also hasten the coming of
rallies in 1911, before they in keeping the vote from working progress in industry ortechnolog_y.the proletarian c!ass st_ruggle. Thighe h_our vyhen the present society
won the right to vote women and from them alone. Itcreates new places for women iris why bourgeois society abhordfalls in ruins under the hammer
working class women were 'ghtly fearsthey willthreatenthethe machinery of capitalist and fears women’s suffrage. Andstrokes of the revolutionary
already building powerful traditional institutions of class rule, profiteering... _ thisis why we wantand will achieve proletariat»
organizations and {hinking proletarian woman can proletaianwoman'alackofpolfica
struggles. At a women’s ! . X el Sl . .
AR b il i epats N EEDED: affordable, quality
Eﬁitéﬁéhré;zggggyébgats?he of duties and taxes on grocerieshaffalie. Afterall, masses ofwome aCCGSS|b|e, pu bIIC, nOt-fO r-prOf
importance of the struggle etc. Women’s _suffrage is a horrortake an active partin political life. Ch | Id Care
for political equality. Here and_ abomlnatlon for the presenHowever, Social Demoi:_ra_cy (_Jloe,
are some excerpts. capitalist state because behind ibotuse the argument of “injustice.
stand millions of womenwho would Thisisthe basmdﬁferencebetweerB Johan Bovden and have also made cracks in the wall of
... Youmightthink: evenwithout strengthen the enemy within, i.e.us and the earlier SemimemalM);rianne Bre%on Fontaine. Silence about healthy sexuality,
equal political rights for women we revolutionary Social Democracy. utopian socialism. We do NOty\rontreal " but sex ed still suffers from
have made enormous progress in If it were a matter of bourgeois depend on the justice of the ruling cutbacks, and is often homophobic
educating and organizing womenladies voting, the capitalist stateclasses, but solely on the International Women's Day hasor trans-phobic.
Hence, women'’s suffrage is notcould expect nothing but effectiverevolutionary power of the working always been an important event One of the most basic class
urgently necessary. If you thinksupport for the reaction. Most ofmasses and on the course of sociér young women, an occasion toissues is pay equity. The CLC
so, you are deceived. The politicathose bourgeois women who actlevelopment which prepares theelebrate past victories and focuseleased a study a few years ago
and syndical awakening of thelike lionessesinthe struggle againsground for this power. Thus, on the struggles ahead. that showed the wage gap between
masses of the female proletariatmale prerogatives” wouldtrotlike injustice by itselfis certainlynotan  The fight for accessible, young men and women, for the
during the last fifteen years hasdocile lambs in the camp ofargumentwith which to overthrow affordable, universal, quality, same work, had narrowed slightly.
been magnificent. But it has beerconservative and clerical reactiorreactionary institutions. If, public child care has especiallyNot because young women were
possible only because workingif they had suffrage. Indeed, theyhowever, thereis afeeling ofinjusticebeen brought into focus for us, asnaking more, but because young
womentookalively interestinthewould certainly be a good dealin large segments of society - saygoung parents. Like other issuesmen were making less! Women still
political and parliamentary morereactionary thanthe male parriedrich Engels, the co-founder ofit is clearly a gendered problem.make about 73 cents on the dollar
struggles of their class in spite ofof their class. Aside from the few scientific socialism - it is always a But childcare is notonly awomen’severy man earns.
being deprived of their rights... who have jobs or professions, thesure sign that the economic baseissue, nor the only issue facing The issue of women’s wages
Women’s suffrage is the goal.women of the bourgeoisie do notof the society have shiftedyoung women. brings us back to the question of
But the mass movement to bring itake partin social production. Theyconsiderably, that the present Consider violence againstchild care. Although we had
aboutis notajob forwomen aloneare nothing but co-consumers otonditions contradict the march ofwomen, where it is young womenalready started thinking about
butis a common class concern fothe surplus value their men extortevelopment. The present forcefulbire especially vulnerable, or young:hildcare, our baby was born
women and men of the proletariatfrom the proletariat. They aremovementofmillions of proletarian women'’s control over their bodies.prematurely. Months later, as our
Germany'’s present lack of rightsparasites of the parasites of thevomen who consider their lack ofOn campuses, women’s studenfvorld began to re-stabilize, we
for women is only one link in the social body. And consumers arepolitical rights a crying wrong is organizations have made a boldealized we had a problem.
chain of the reaction that shacklesisually even more rabid and cruebuch an infallible sign, a sign thateffort to ban anti-choice groupsMarianne had to go backto school,
the people’slives. Anditis closelyin defending their “right” to a the social bases of the reigninghat terrorize women students. maternity benefits were ending for
connected with the other pillar of parasite’s life than the direct agentsystem are rotten and that its days Body-pride campaigns havepoth of us, and somebody we
the reaction: the monarchy. Inof class rule and exploitation.... are numbered. also pushed-back against therusted had to look after our new
advanced capitalist, highly Today, millions of proletarian ... The current mass struggle foplague of stereotypesbaby boy.
industrialized, twentieth-century women create capitalist profit like women'’s political rights is only an aggressively promoted by big Quebec has a$7 aday childcare
Germany, in the age of electricitymen - in factories, workshops, onexpression and a part of thecorporations in their marketing, system that is internationally
and airplanes, the absence ofarms, in home industry, offices, proletariat's general struggle formaking young women feel recognized, the product of many
women’s politicalrightsisasmuchstores. They are thereforeliberation. In this lies its strength disempowered and uninformed
a reactionary remnant of the deagbroductive in the strictest scientificand its future. Because of the femalabout their own person. Formerly
past as the reign by Divine Rightsense of our presentsociety. Everproletariat, general, equal, directaboo sexual education classes See CHILDCARE, page 11
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Women'’s Rights are Human Rights

This year, the 100th women. women and girls with educationHarper government. Incredibly,
Anniversary of International = Meanwhile, the percentage ofand economic opportunities, clearpay equity is actually under attack
Women’s Day comes amidstwomen inunionized jobs hasriserwater, adequate health care, andnd even the opportunity for
inspiring new struggles for dramatically,from22.3%in1976,tomore human rights protection,complaints through the courts is
democratic rights in Tunisia, 32.6% in 2009, while men’s including personal security, choicedenied. The Tories ignore calls ta
Egypt and other countries.unionization has fallen from 39%in marriage, and reproductiveimprove the Employment
Women have played key roles into 30.3%. Women now make up achoice. Insurance system paid for by al

the trade union, Global environmental workers. As the majority of part-
community, student and devastation impacts time and minimum wage workers,
other grassroots women and children, from women are disproportionately

organizing which sparked
these popular uprisings,
and in the powerful
fightback against the
attacks on public secto
unions in Wisconsin.
Across the capitalist
world, women are
disproportionately
paying the price for

those living downstream under-protected; only three
from Canada’s tar sands,women out of ten in the workforce
to those living in drought are eligible to collect El. Eventhose
stricken sub-saharanwho meet the requirements can’
Africa. Changing material survive on benefit rates set at 559
conditions goes hand in of their low previous earnings.
hand with changing social

attitudes. Today itis more Needed: a Working
obvious than ever that war

is the most terrible crime Class response
government bailouts of againsthumanity. In many
the banks and major countries, fromthe Middle . _ :
corporations. Across Europe,majority of organized workers in East to Afghanistan to Congo mC1Ss by working people, S/OTe.
women are active in the Canada. Colombia, warsincreasingly targe?d MeN, must be a massive
fightbacks againstthe neo-liberal  The majority of employed civilian populations. Women and €@MPaign to build a People’s
cuts to social programs, publicwomen (67%in 2009) stillworkin children are casualties ofCoalitionforagenuine alternative
service lay-offs and massive“traditional” sectors: teaching, bombardment from the air andt2 cogporate greed. Such g
raises in tuition. nursing and related healthatrocities on the ground, and thdampaign, Ied.by t_he labour
In Canada, IWD 2011 comesoccupations, clerical orvictims of public health TS and its allies, should
amidst the intense battle overadministrative positions, or salescatastrophes arising from thell9Nt t0 restructure the economy,
pension rights, such as the U.Sand service, compared with 31% otlestruction of power plants, waterlC Provide sustainable jobs and tg
steel lockout of steelworkers inemployed men. supply systems and hospitals, MProve social services such as
Hamilton. The attacks by Youngwomen, and immigrant TheCommunistPartyexpresseee.alth’ education .and.umversau
corporations upon the hard wonand aboriginal women, have higheour full solidarity for all women child o provide '”Cfeased
pensions of their workers, and byunemployment rates. involved in the struggle for survival opportunities _for emen i the
the government upon public The unequal economic status ofinder difficult conditions. We WOTK force. To protect jobless
pension plans, have the sharpestomen in Canada has beemlemand that the state of Israg)VOrkers and their fam|I|es,0EI
impact on women, given their condemned internationally. Highabandon its policy of territorial PAYMents must be set at 90% g
lower average incomes, anq:)overtyIevelsandtheIackofsocialexpansion,violenceandeconomié)re\”o.us earnings for the full
higher rates of poverty. assistance to women have beestrangulation of Palestiniandurat.'on of une_mployment.
This year's IWD follows a raised by virtually every United communities, an apartheid policyEV".:tlons and._utlllty cutoffs
groundbreaking vote in theNations body that reviewswhich imposes terrible hardships2d2inst all families affected by
House of Commons, addingCanada’s human  rightsupon the women of Gaza and thélj_nemployment must be banned
gender identity and genderperformance, including the West Bank. The women of Haiti | N€ labour movement must put
expression as prohibited groundCEDAW Committee, the need our full solidarity following much_ grea gl empha5|s ol
for discrimination and Committee on Economic, Socialthe tragic earthquake in thatORe| 2o unorganized women,
harassment in both the Canadiaand Cultural Rights, the Humancountry; we reject the strategy ofthe [nost importaniieses cpmbai
Human Rights Code and theRights Committee, and the Humarimperialist governments which POVerty and income disparity.
Criminal Code. Whileitstillmust Rights Council. have senttroops instead of medical _BUt as long as capitalismj
pass the Senate, Bill C-384 is a personnel. 3222?;'?:plévvglrltlycoirr:ggﬂ?alitt?/
major advance for human right i i International Women’s Da T ¥ J
in CJ:anada-particularlyfortrg;'aanss-rl’]e fight for equality 2011takesplaceinatimeofongoiﬁg)(plo'ta.t'on’ environmental |
women. Despite the claim that womeneconomic crisis. Government andi€gradation and war. These arg
March 8 has always been a daffave achieved “equality,"they still corporate  reassurances of!o! accidental S_'de'e‘;f?CtS' thfe
to honour women’s struggles,face under-funding of emergencyrecovery are exposed as lay-offs2f® necessary ingredients of
take stock of hard-won gains,shelters and support services foplant closures and attacks orpYStemdesigned tomaximize profi
and put forward demands tovictims of family violence. pensions  continue. Thelnprlvatehands.Undercap|tallsm
promote full equality. Economic and social conditionscorporations,andthegovernmen'ihe women of the world face

International
Women'’s Day 2011
Greetings from the
Communist Party of
Canada

The response to the economi

IWD is particularly significant are shameful for Aboriginal womenwhich serve them, are increasind€Mendous struggllgs to win ey
for working class women, and girls, who are particularly economic disparity by cutting Irogrgss, . té’ ! tfo gamc]l
oppressed by the “doublevulnerabletoracismandinequalitysocial programs and giving &ré2dy Won. Every step forwar
burden” of exploitation in the and hundreds of whom have beehailouts to wealthy shareholdersVill be threatened by the next
workplace and the major share ofnurdered or disappeared. Theind CEOs. Rather than payforth%mnomllC d(_)wnturn,band thel
domestic labour. Despite theshameful decision by the Harpercrisis which their system created 4anger ofwaris neverabsent. On
growing numbers of women in Tories to deny funding for the the capitalists want to roll iRk S0cialisi, baSEd g cmocr 2l
Canada’s workforce, their Sisters in Spirit progam is yetworkers’ gains and set the stag&‘l)'leCt'VeOW”erSh'pandWQrle]g
unequal economic status isanother attempt to silence theor ever-deepening exploitation. ¢'aSS POWer, can permit the
reflected in a 30% “wage gap” voices of Aboriginal women. The demand for a country-wideS"0"MOus creative and productive
and many other indicators. Internationally, trillions of child care system, a key issue i:FOte”“a' ofthe world's workers to

Statistics Canada reports thadlollars are wasted on war insteaglection after election, has agairP® US€d constructively for humar
in 2009, 58.3% of women - atotalof development efforts to providebeen abandoned by the minority€€dS-
of 8.1 million - were employed,

Communists have played 3
more than double the 1976 total.

leading role since the inception of
THi b T wworneT International Women’s Day, which
with children under 16 at home.

was unanimously adopted by &
Despite considerable strides Socialist International women’s
since the 1970s, women are still

conference in Copenhagenin 191‘)
less likely to be employed than

and observed for the_first time in
men, with the exception of young 1911. The Communist Party of
women aged 15 to 24.

Canada salutes women who arg
While about 73% of employed struggling throughout the world
women worked full-time in 2009,

for peace, justice and equality
ENother 27% workedia et whose full participation is essential
30 hours per week, more than

forthe success of allworking class
double the 12% of men who work

and democratic movements.
part-time. Nearly 7 out of 10 part-

On IWD 2011, the Communist
time workers are female, a total of Party of Canada stands in solidarity
2.2 millionwomen, a patternwhich

with all those who struggle for
has changed little in recent

peace, equality, democracy an
decades. Low-paid women are social progress. A better world i
increasingly compelled to hold

both possible and necessary - th
more than one job. By 2009, about world of socialism, the only system
56% of multiple job holders were

which can guarantee full equality|
and a future for humanity!

IWD 20
training an
10

Huge pay gaps still

The gender pay gap still prevails
latest Quarterly Wage Indicator r¢
comparison of data collected in 23 ¢
results of nearly 190,000 questionna
which reveals a stubborn perceptior
despite the facts.

Overall, women earn between 54
the same tasks. The gender pay gap
forces, where male officers can earr
By contrast, pay inequality is smaller
female workers even earn more than!
female managers, professionals an
oftheir male peers’ earnings. For low
pay gap is “only” about 17 perceni
occupations by contrast, the gende
points.

The Wage Indicator survey (Wwv
4.5% increase in workers’ perceptic
t02009. In most of the 23 countries,
women have reached equality. Ove
consider thatwomen and men have

Only in the Ukraine and the Ru
declines found in views about femg
Federation, only one in two womenwc
labour opportunities as men, the lov
men, four out of ten agree that womel
asmen.

Human trafficking

Atany giventime, some 2.4 million
a modern form of slavery: human tr
womenand menacrossthe globe are
and enslaved as forced labourers. Ac
an estimated $32 billion, human traf
every country.

OnJanuary 18, the feature-length
Life premiered in New York. Cen
trafficking in Africa, Asia, Europe at
America, Not My Life brings the sto
from victims and politicians to impris
film offers a unique insightinto a wo
havefallen prey.

The film brings a new level of exg
human trafficking. The director, Ost
Bilheimer, says, ‘Not My Life probes
often unspeakable realities of humantt
day slavery - multi-billion-dollar globa
their profits, as the film’'s narrative sa
inthe beds of our planet’s youth™.

Inequality in agricull

Anew United Nations interagency
ruralemployment and face new chall
and rural employment: Differentiated |
and sectors, there is evidence that, gl
do”. Atthe sametime, the reportsays
and decentwork forwomenin agricul
and infrastructure, women'’s care bur
is likely to decrease,” the report say:

Thereportalso cites migration, the
child labour as issues and trends affe
economic positioninclude the dispro
of paid work but overall larger work bt
isunexplained, apparently due to ge

Toovercome discrimination, wom
They need equal, secure accessto
farmers’ organizations. The reportr
*The enormous economic contributio
the burden of housework.

* Public works programmes can sup
* Promoting quality female education
accessto decentemployment.
*Non-traditional agricultural exports
lax enforcement of labour standards.
*Policy measures to address gendel
safety nets; assistance to organizatic
information and labour markets.
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11: ""Equal access to education,
d science and technology: pathway

decent work for women""

remain

around the world, according to the
2port, using a cross-occupation
ountries during 2009 and 2010. The
ireswere incorporated in this study,
\that women have achieved parity,

and 86 per centof men’s wages, for
reachesits highestlevelin the armed
' more than twice women'’s salaries.
n clerical occupations, where some
men. In highly qualified occupations,

d technicians getjust 75-78 per cent
or qualified occupations, the gender

. In middle and higher qualified

' pay gap widens to 35 percentage
v.wageindicator.org) registered a cultural equa“ty'
n of equality in 2010 as compared
more men than women believe that
rall, three out of four respondents
the same labour opportunities.
ssian Federation were dramatic
le l[abour equality. In the Russian
rkers believe thatthey have the same
vest score overall. Among Russian
1do not have the same opportunities

people aretrappedin
afficking. Children,
being sexually exploited
lobal enterprise worth
ficking affects nearly

Congolese army accused of rapes

v(rjogur:wentzrp':lothﬁ Soldiers allegedly raped atleast 67 women over the New Year period
jEaerounc huma in eastern Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), more than double
1d North and South

the number originally thought. Separate investigations by the UN human

Iy to the big screen; rights office and the UN peacekeeping mission in DRC (MONUSCO)

oned traffickers, the

ENOREICRIS ol 2y soldiers serving with the Congolese national army, known as FARDC, in

the town of Fizi in South Kivu province. Eleven people had also been
arrested and 14 shops looted. FARDC commander Lieutenant-Colonel
Kibibi Mutware, along with three majors and 11 soldiers, are currently
detained, with their trials expected shortly.

Meanwhile, inthe village of Bushaniin North Kivu province, FARDC

osure to the crime of
>ar nominee Robert
the dark, hidden and
affickingand modern-
lindustries thatearn

ySRGUiREASahd 31. The victims include two pregnant women and a 16-year-old girl.

Troops also arbitrarily arrested 12 people in Bushani, looted about 50
houses and submitted villagers to inhuman and degrading treatment.

ure sector

/report on the gender dimension of agricultural work says women still benefit less than men from
enges due to the current economic and food crises. The report, “Gender dimensions of agricultural
vathways out of poverty,” says that: “although genderinequality varies considerably across regions
obally, women benefitless from rural employment, whether in self- or wage-employment, than men
that “the recentfinancial and food crises have slowed down progress towards greater gender equity”
tural and rural areas over the past few years. “With job losses and cuts in spending on social services
dens and unpaid work have intensified, and their financial contribution to household food security

5. “Thisis particularly dramatic for female-headed households”.

> feminization of rural activities, international trade, the diversification of the rural economy, and
cting women employed in agricultural work. Some factors that push women into a disadvantaged
portionate employment of women in low-quality jobs, the gender gap in earnings, and fewer hours
Irdens. About 90% of the wage gap between men and womenin developed or developing counties
1der discrimination.

en need access to education, training, credit, markets, technical assistance and labour protection.
and and other assets, and “social capital”, including the ability to participate equally with menin
akes several recommendations:

nof unpaid work must be recognized, and measures must be implemented to reduce and redistribute

port gender equality in rural employment.
inrural areas and reducing gender gaps in primary and secondary schooling willimprove women’s

can generate quality employment forwomen and men, butwomen in particular are vulnerable to

differences in rural employment should include legal reforms that promote gender equality; social
ns supporting farmers, women and youth; child care programmes; education; and better access to

Each year around the world, InternationdVomens Day
(IWD) is celebrated on March 8 and throughout the month to
mark the economic, political and social achievements of
women. Since the mid-1990s, the United Nations has put
forward “themes” for IWD, which are often used to frame the
activities organized in various countries. This yéatUN

theme is Equal access to education, training and science and
technology: pathway to decent work for womeBut as the
various reports drawn from United Nations sources on this
page indicate, women still face many challenges in the
struggle to achieve full economic, social, political and

found that atleast 35 women had been raped and 32 people wounded by

soldiers reportedly committed atleast 32 rapes on the night of December

e
"i

Women & poverty

The United Nations reports that
“More than 1 billionin the world today,
the great majority of whom are women,
live in unacceptable conditions of
poverty, mostly in the developing
countries. Poverty has various causes,
including structural ones. Poverty is a
complex, multidimensional problem,
with origins in both the national and
international domains.” Seventy per
centofthe developing world’s 1.4 billion
extremely poor people live in rural
areas.

Girls exploited as child labourers

One million fewer children are working in Nepal than a decade ago, though

the country’s sizeable population of child labourers. Nearly 24 percent of girl
nationwide (or 911,000), comparedto 17.5 percent of boys (or 688,000), perfor
work that qualifies them as labourers, according to an International Labour
Organization (ILO) report.

Girls are 50 percent more likely to be involved in hazardous work - 373,00(

more girls are toiling in dangerous conditions than boys, says areport documentinsL

girls, compared to 248,000 boys - exposing them to “significant” physical and

psychological dangers, according to the study.

Madhav Pradhan, president of Child Workers in Nepal, alocal child rights
NGO, said traditional attitudes favour educating boys, who are seen as a family’
future breadwinners.

There are 7.7 million children aged 5-17 in Nepal, of whom 1.6 million
perform work that qualifies them as child labourers by international legal
standards - one million fewer thanin 1999.

Aviolent decade-long war between the state army and Maoist insurgent
pushed rural families to send their children to the safety of urban areas where
they subsequently worked to supportthemselves, butthe practice has decline
since fighting stopped in 2006, say observers.

While girls bear the brunt of labour, there has been a marked decline inj

‘kamlari’, outlawed in 2006, where parents loan their children - usually girls
fromthe Tharu caste - as indentured workers to pay off a family debt. Human
rights groups have tried to discourage the practice by giving poor families
grants, and the government has pledged financial assistance. Aggravating th
problemisthe factthat most children do notreceive an education beyond primary
school, and lax enforcement allows factories to employ many of them despite
legal ban.

Ending female genital mutilation

c

a

Over 6,000 communities have chosen to abandon the practice of female

genital mutilation/cutting (FGM/C), according to a joint United Nations

programme designed to eliminate this practice, and the numberis growing.

UNFPA, the United Nations Population Fund, and UNICEF, the United Nations
Children’s Fund, are partnersin ajoint effortto end FGM/C, a practice with
seriousimmediate and long-term health effects and a clear violation of girlg
andwomen’s fundamental humanrights.

“We are working in 12 out of 17 priority African countries and have seen
realresults. The years of hard work are paying off with FGM/C prevalence

rates decreasing,” says Nafissatou Diop, Coordinator of the UNFPA-UNICER

Joint Programme on FGM/C. “In Ethiopia, the prevalence rate has fallen
from 80 per centto 74 per cent, in Kenyafrom 32 per centto 27 per cent, ar
in Egyptfrom 97 per centto 91 per cent. Butthere is stillalot of work to do.’
Three million girls face FGM/C every year in Africa, and worldwide, and
up to 140 million women and girls have already undergone the practice.
The UNFPA-UNICEF joint programme, set up in 2008, encourage
communities to collectively abandon FGM/C. It uses a culturally sensitiv
approach, including dialogue and social networking, leading to abandonmer

within one generation. The programme is anchored in human rights and

involves all groups within a community, including religious leaders ang
young girlsthemselves. Ratherthan condemn FGM/C, itencourages collecti
abandonmentto avoid alienating those that practice itand instead bring abou
their voluntary renunciation.

d
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Ethiopia, Egypt, Kenya, Senegal, Burkina Faso, the Gambia, Guinea al

“Three years into the programme, more than 6,000 communities :-’tj

Somalia have already abandoned FGM/C,” according to a joint statement b
UNFPAand UNICEF.

The World Health Organization says that the removal or damage ta
healthy normal genital tissue interferes with the natural functioning of the
body, and is associated with serious long-term and short-term risks an
health consequences, including a birth complication which poses risk bo
to the mother and the child.

jon
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“ % GLOBAL CLASS STRUGGLE

wWomen hoteI Altai confectionary plant, located wage. The unions also wantlLopes, Assistant General Secretarjo symbolise the grievances of

in Barnaul. Seven hundred workerguaranteed wage rises based onf the IMF, met with the many againsta corruptleadership

workers defend are scheduled to be handed over tmflation, bonuses and “specialAmbassador while a that failed to address poverty,

.. anew employer during the secongdompensation” for hazardousdemonstration continued outsiderampant unemployment, surging
minimum wage quarter of 2011 without any work, decent health care, housing Rallies and meetings with costs and housing problems.

] ) guarantees and no prospect odind pensions, and training in newMexican Ambassadors were Briki urged the government to
Services, Industrial, Pro-pegotiation with them or their technologies and foreignconducted in over 30 countriescreate permanent jobs for
fessional and Technical Unionynjon. Several Nestle Russidanguages. The global actions coincide with temporary workers, and to respond
(SIPTU) members atthe Davenporpperations have been sold off to By the time Mubarak steppedthe fifth anniversary of the deathsto a long-standing union demand
Hotel in Dublin mounted pickets former Nestle managers, and traddown, almost the entire labourof 65 miners at the Pasta deo create an unemployment fund.
on Feb. 17 after refusing to signunion rights are thrown out with force of more than 20 million was Conchos mine disaster in Mexicowhile Tunisia’s jobless rate is

new contracts reducing theirthe trash in the process. on strike and guarantees wer®n February 19, 2006. In Mexicoofficially 14%, the percentage of
wages by almost 1 euro an hour. being sought foraprompt move tatself, unions held a newsgraduates out of work is double
When lIreland’s new National Strikes kev to free elections and the adoption otonference on February 14 to kickhat.

Minimum Wage legislation was y the EFITU demands. In aoff various actions across the

being passed, Finance Mi”iSte'Egypt'S uprising communiqué, the new federationcountry throughout the week toTranSport workers

Brian Lenihan promised existing noted: “Now that the republic of highlight the systematic abuse of .
employees that the former 8.65 (One key factorthatforced Hosnifear, despotism and corruptionhasrade  union rights by the Wwalk out in SA
euros/hr rate could not be reduceqjyparak out of office was the wavefallen, it is incumbent upon us, wegovernment.

without their consent. of strikes that erupted throughouworkers, to purge the country of Transport workers in South
However, the five hotelworkers, the country. Workers in industry, the remnants of the regime and itp rg ent social Africawalked out in mid-February
all women from Lithuania and panking, agriculture and the stockservants... These people shoul to fight for better pay and con-

Poland, had been told they musgychange stopped work, and manpay the price of their crimes againsneeds in Tunisia ditions in the road freight and
sign new contracts or lose theiremained on strike days after thavorkers. We will not remain silent logistics industry. The workers,
jobs. They were not given a copygictator's resignation. As the regardingthose who stoleworkers’  Tunisia’s main labour union hasrepresented by the South African
ofthe new contract, eitherin Englishindependentnewspaper (UK) money, whofacilitated and profitedurged the government to beginTransport and Allied Workers'

or in their own languages. The from the sell-off (of) the public talks immediately to tackle social Union (Satawuy), took strike action
women have worked at the sector. We will pursue them problems which threaten to derailon Feb. 13 after the employers’
Davenport Hotel for between four ) through all legal means.” the country’s democratic processassociation refused to meet de-
and sixyears. They refused to sig ; “It is in the interest of the mands made by the union during
the new contracts on Feb. 1, an

Georgian miners government to rapidly launch negotiations for 2010/2011.

) . negotiations with the main union ~ Satawu’s demands include an
win pay hike because the social situation isicross the board wage increase of

explosive,” said Abid Brikion Feb. 20% over two years; a ban on

Effective March 1, some 200 10. Briki heads the General Unionlabour brokers (temporary
transport workers at the Tkibuli- of Tunisian Workers (UGTT). employmentservices); anincrease
Mindelicoalminesinimertiregion,  Interim president Fouedin existing allowances and the
Georgia, will receive between 20-Mebazaa had said on Feb. 9 h#troduction of new allowances;
_ o VI 40% salary increases, dependingvould shortly hold talks with sixmonths’ maternity leave on full
King said; “These workers were on job classification, thanks to aUGTT, akey player in the popularpay and four weeks’ annual leave.
brought to a series of meetings Feb. 1-2 strike by 600 members ofevolt that toppled dictator Zine EI  Zenzo Mahlangu, Satawu
where they were told they must\_ /' the Metallurgical, Mining, and Abidine Ali, did not specify a date. general secretary, commented:
agree to accept a reduction in pay Chemical Workers’ Trade Union.  Briki spoke after a woman set“The strike is taking the form of
from 8.65 to 7.79 euros/hour toreported on Feb. 18, with less thaiThat strike, on the heels of aherselfon fire when she was unablgatherings and marches in all
supportthe Government'. Ifthey 250, of Egypt's labour force methane gas explosion that killecto obtain medication for her cancerprovinces. We call on all workers
refused, they would be taken offynionised, and the official labourone miner and seriously injuredstricken husband. The attemptedn road freight and logistics,
the roster. The other workers, thgederation backing the regime, thefour others, proved highly public suicide was a reminder ofwhether union members or not,
vastmajority of whom are migrant massive mobilisation by workerssuccessful at 1,050-workerlastDecember’s self-immolation bywhether permanent employees or
workers, signed the new contractsyas unexpected by those in powerSaknakhshiri, or Geo-Coal, witha desperate young street vendaonot, to use this last resort to build
L!ke thefive vv_omentheywere not  Two days into the January 25managementimmediately agreeingvhose death triggered the nationa better life for all in the industry -
giventranslations ofthe documenyprising, "the official union to recognise the ~ union.wide revolt and inspired a similarfor themselves and for generations
or copies. | think it showed grganisation announced thatSaknakhshiriis owned by Georgiaruprising in Egypt. His death cameto come.”
incredible courage by these womeRyorkers would notjoin the protests.Investment Group (GIG), adiverse
totake the stand they did. As faragyt at the same time, police unitsconglomerate controlled by

on which the new law has beenyorkers from the textile plants atBezhuashvili.

°h the new la . Struggle” column are from the
tested in the industrial relationsyenalla, the Nile deltatownnorth  On Feb. 20, the union and 99 .
arena. The stakes are very high... |(‘C)fCairo,headingforTahrirSquare.management, together with thg Labour S tart WGbSlte,

these workers are effectively|n recent years, workers fromPresident of the Georgian Trad

ir ! . ! Ic www | r .or
locked out of their jobs andpehalla have developed aUnions Confederation, Irakli abourst art.o 9
penalised for seeking to defendepytation for militancy. The April Petriasvili, resumed talks on behalf
theirrighttothe 8.65 eurorate itwill g Movement, which took the mostof 650 underground miners over,

signal a new race to the bottom."srominent role in organising thesafety, pay, and other work terms Send me information on the

events in Tahrir Square, took its

Backinthe USSR...  name from a strike in 2008 by A stions for union Communist Party of Canada

workersin Mehalla. A young civil . ) .
. . - . . : The Communist Party of Canada, formed in 1921, has a proud history of
The International Union of Food engineer, Ahmed Maher, and aﬂghts In Mexico fighting for jobs, equality, peace, Canadian independence, and socialfsm.

Workers (IUF) reports tha',[ friend created a FacebOOk grOUp_tO . The CPC does much more than run candidates in elections. We think theffight
emp|0yeeS atMoldova’s G|0den|-SUpp0rt those strikers. Out of this “Global DayS of Action” were against b|g business and its parties isa year-round job’ SO our membels are
Zahar sugar company have nogrew the near 100,000-strongheld aroundthe world Feb. 14-19ir] active across the country, to build our party and to help strengthen people’s
been paid their wages and benefittacebook community thatdefence of trade union rights in] movements on a wide range of issues. All our policies and leadership arf set
since June 2009. Last Novembernorphed into the April6 Movement Mexico. Jyrki Raina, General| democratically by our members. To find out more about Canada’s party of
the company filed for bankruptcy that initiated the mass protest inrSecretary of the International| socialism, contact the nearest CPC office.

were removed from the payroll.

The dispute has implications
for over 300,000 workers affected
by the new legislation and related
rates of pay in the hotels, contrac
cleaning, security and other low
pay sectors.

SIPTU Vice President Patricia

~N

and operations ceased, unleashingahrir Square. Metalworkers’ Federation (IMF) C ;

y . : : ' entral Committee CPC
a battle over 2,500 tons of Asthe January 25 “police day”kicked off the campaign at the 290A Danforth Ave. Toronto. ON. M4K 1N6
warehoused sugar with a markeholiday dawned, acallforageneraAustralian Workers’ Union 416-469-2446 <inf0@cpc,-pcc.ca>’ wW.communist-party.Ca

value of some $2.8 million which strike went out across Egypt’'s 29National Conference on Feb, 15.

the workers view as the onlygovernates, and the economy “TheMexicangovernmentmust Parti Communiste du Quebeqsectiondu  Ottawa CPC

guarantee of their wage arrears. Aegan grinding to a halt. Workerend its campaign of political | parti communiste du Canada) Tel: 613-232-7108

bankruptcy administrator hasdelegates met to establish a newpersecution against independerjt 5359 Ave Du Parc, Suite "C" Manitoba Committee CPC

connived toillegally sellthe sugarindependent Egyptian Federatiorand democratic unions,” said| e 2= 120 469 387 Selkirk Ave., Winnipeg, MB, R2W 23
while the company remains infor Independent Trade UnionsRaina, speaking to over 500 o . . -~~~ Tellfax: 204-586-7824

bankruptcy proceedings and(EFITU). unionists gatheredin Queensland. 706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, BC, vsL 331 Ontario Ctee. CPC
creditors - including the workers-  When the official union  On Feb. 14, an international| Tel: 604-254-6836 E-mail: cpbc@telus.net  550% Danfortn Awe., Toronto, MK ING
have not been paid. The workergnovement lost control, Mubarakunion delegation met with | Edmonton cPc Hamilton Ctee. CPC
are guarding the warehouse andnnounced a pay rise for all publioexico’s Ambassador to the| B0x68112 70 Bonnie Doon PO 265 Melvin Ave., Apt. 815
have used trucks to preventit fromsector workers, but this desperat&nited Nationsin Geneva, Gomez el 780-465-7803 Fax: 780-463-0209 ~ Hamilton, ON,
being looted. Criminal charges haveact did notwork. On January 31 theCamacho, to deliver the demand$ caigary crc Tet 9(_)5'548,'9586
been brought against five unionnewly formed EFITU drew up a of the global campaign. Manfred| unit#1, 19 Radcliffe Close SE, ggi”;'g 'éigfd”grgcm B0P 1MO
leaders, who now face prison termgine-pointlist of popular demands,Warda, International Federationf C2927.AB, T2A6B2 Tel: 403-248-6489 . o007 5427081
of 3 to 8 years. including the rightto work or to be of Chemical, Energy, Mine and| SaskatchewanCPC
Meanwhile, on Dec. 18 Nestlecompensated for unemploymentGeneral Workers’ Unions (ICEM) | F"2 <mal@communist-party-sk.ca>

Russia announced the sale of itand a higher national minimumGeneral Secretary, and Fernando j
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Venezuelan workers back Chavez government

revolution,” he told teleSUR without justification. councils as well as political of dissent.” They received support
Venezuelanalvsi reporters during the march. In addition, marchers called education; and the establishing ofrom opposition studentgroups and
ysis.com, Feb. =t s : S . ;
11, 2011 (abridged) . T_oday we will present - as afor all Venezuelans over the agea national fu_ndforworkerstablllty the Democratic Unity Roundtable
Legislature of the People’ - ourof 80 to be guaranteed sociathat would include payments to(MUD). The CTV hasalsoreceived
Nearly 10,000 workers marchedsupport for the revolutionary security benefits, regardless othousands of workers denied theifinancial support from the National
in downtown Caracas on Feb. 10t@arliamentarians who we counttheir contributions or lack legal rights by former employers. Endowment for Democracy (NED)
support the government’'s socialon,” said Wilmer Nolasco, thereof. Maduro confirmed that The governing United Socialist and the US Agency for International
policies and to push for furtherPresident of United Constructionplans are underway for foodParty of Venezuela (PSUV) hasDevelopment (USAID), as well as
advances in worker’s rights andindustry Workers’ Union (SUTIC). tickets benefits to reach thehosted numerous discussionshe AFL-CIO.
working conditions. “We are convinced thatthey... will elderly before May 1, 2011. nationwide -in parks, plazas, schools During open air discussion of
Members of health, education,sign this [Organic Labour] Law, The most popular elements ofand community centers - to securé¢he pending labour lawin Caracas’s
electricity, oil and other sectorsincluding in it our proposals andthe proposed labour law includegreater popular participationinthePlaza  Bolivar, National
marched to the National Assemblyour solutions to the problemsabolishing the so-called development of the law. Revolutionary Workers’ Front
to demand, among other thingsfaced by all working people.” “subcontracted worker” position,  Earlier in February, less than a(FNTR) representative Juan Carlos
the signing into law of labour  One ofthe proposals referred taequiring employers - both public thousand people responded to theopez spoke of the CTV march.
legislation which has been undeiby Nolascois the removal of Article and private - to incorporate allopposition-aligned Venezuelan“Tothose [marchers], tothose who
discussion since 2003. Nationall25 from the Organic Labour Lawworkers as fixed, benefit-assuredVorkers’ Federation (CTV) callto sold out [privatized] the public
Assembly President, Fernandccurrently under discussion, sinceworkers; reducing the legalmarch against nationalizations bysector, to that fifth column, we are
Soto Rojas, met with marchersit establishes “poverty-inducing” workday from eight to six hours; the Chavez government as well akere to affirm that we are the real
personally to receive their writtencompensation for workers firedallotting paid time for workers’ whatthey called a“criminalization working class,” he saidn

Blocking peace on the Korean Peninsula

“Never inthe political history of
make it easier for Seoul to shift

this country has the working class
blame back onto the North as solely

had such possibilities for social
inclusion,” declared Wills Rangel,
responsible for ending the talks.
Speaking of psychological

President of the United Federatio
warfare, Seoul seems to be in no

of Oil Workers.
Since the startofthe Bolivarian The past year was certainlyj
hurry to punish South Koreans
e who send anti-Kim Jong |l

Revolution, Venezuelans havetense, due to confrontationg
L iria == propaganda over the border. The

By Juan Reardon,

"By Sean Burton e

HORTH
KOREA

seen a five-fold increase inbetween the forces of the
pensions, a large decrease ilDemocratic People’s Republic of]
unemployment and one of theKorea (DPRK, North Korea) and
highest minimum wages in Latinthe Republic of Korea (ROK, South

SOUTH
KOREA

America, according tGorreodel Korea). Yeon;yeong DPRK'’s senior leader, marked his
Orinoco International.As cited There have been repeated _ waarl 69th birthday on February 16, and
by Minister of Foreign Affairs clashes betweenthe naviesofeagh x agitators describing themselves as

Mik=ary

Nicolas Maduro, 60% of the countryinthe waters ofthe Yellow A i
country’s national budget is nowSea. A North Korean vessel was Line
spent on social services. badly damaged with unknown
Pedro Rojas, Secretary Generatasualties late in 2009, and th
of Petroleum Workers’ Union, South Korean vesseCheonan
described the purpose of the Felsank in March 2010 in the sam
10march. waters. Investigations into thed
“The objective [of this march]is latter by various countries have, - hardly an indication of sincere
to support the revolutionary turnedup conflicting results. South cooperation with the North.
process and to dismantle theKorea and its allies say thatit wasvents have been reported ifimes, but Seoul rejected them on Making matters worse, South
current international mediaattacked by a North Koreanwestern news media completelythe grounds that the North was noKoreanand U.S. forces will conduct
campaign that says here insubmarine, an act strongly deniedut of context, as random,“sincere”. Given the frequency of their annual Key Resolve and Foal
Venezuela worker’s rights areby the DPRK. And then in unexpectedandirrational acts of dhe North Korean requests andEagle exercise atthe end of February
violated,” he said. “Quite the November, the South-controlleddesperate North Korea. But thetheir current insistence thatand early March. The exercise is
contrary, here in Venezuelaisland of Yeonpyeong wasfactisthatbothincidentsoccurreddialogue be resumed, Seoul didlesigned to prepare for “total war”
working people have beenattacked by North Koreanartillery,inacontested area of water betweenot want to be seen as blockingn Korea, with particular emphasis
guaranteed more inclusion, morekilling two marines, wounding North and South Korea, a “no-inter-Korean relations. this year on intervening in North
opportunities than ever... inseveral others and damagingnan’s land” of sorts. More It is therefore all the more Korea in case of “regime change”
addition, more than 3,000 unionsnumerous buildings. specifically, the DPRK recognizesdisappointing that the preparatoryor nuclear weapons proliferation.
have beenborninthese 12 years of TheCheonarand Yeonpyeong a slightly more southern border,meetings quickly fell apart. The Thedrillsinvolve nearly 13,000 U.S.
while the ROK recognizes a borderSouth Korean delegation refusedand 200,000 South Korean troops.
that runs closer to the Northto budge on the agenda, insisting The North has regularly

North Korean human rights

activists took to the border to send
their propaganda. According to
the Hankyoreh newspaper, the

event was attended by South
Korean national assembly members
fromthe ruling Grand National Party

®rhe DPRK recognizesthe Military Demarcation Line (an extension

ofthe 1953 armistice line) as the border between the states. South
orea claims the Northern Limit Line drawn up by the US-
ominated United Nations command, denying the DPRK access
o the 12-mile maritime boundary accepted by international law.

New strikes in Burma

SPECIAL TO PV - Two more workers’ strikes are set to take place
in Rangoon as calls for the legal formation of labour unions in
Burma gather momentum. Despite a media blackout on the
protests, the latest of which took place in early February at a major
Rangoon brewery, unrest appears to have spread around Burma’s
former capital.

A strikers’ group has been formed under the unofficial name of
the Workers-Farmers Unity League (WFUL), which is under the
leadership of UG Communist Party of Burma and is demanding
that the government ease restrictions on the formation of trade
unions.

Yee Yee Shein, a WFUL representative, said the group was
demanding the government “set a minimum wage in accordance
with today’s commodity prices,” and warned that the strikes will
continue if the situation doesn’t change. She also slammed the
mass privatisation of Burmese industry in recent months and said
that the strikes were down to the monopolisation of the country’s
economy by cronies of the ruling junta.

The military governmenthasembarked on an aggressive auctioning
of industry, with Burmese businesses the main beneficiaries. Most
recently, Rangoon’s electricity sector was sold to Htoo Trading
Company, which is owned by junta crony, Tay Za.

A 2000-strong strike led by women at a garment factory in
Rangoon last month was greeted by more than 40 riot police trucks,
according to witnesses. Although the strike appeared to have ended
insome success, with the government agreeing to increase wages,
Yee Yee Shein said the promise was not met.

“We demanded 10,000 kyat ($US10) pay raise and [employers]
agreed to 5000 kyat (3US5),” she said. “Butat the end of the month,
they cut money from our pay and we didn’t get any more than
before.”

She said that around 500 people had staged asit-in protest at the
Lucky Shoe factory in Rangoon, while workers at a nearby garment
factory had also gone on strike demanding higher wages.

Korean coast. Conflict in thesethat no further measures could beondemned these massive drills as
waters, and indeed any Koreardiscussed until the DPRK takesprovocative dress rehearsals for
border incident, must be seen iffresponsible measures” withan invasion. Conducted in a
the context of the state of warregard to theCheonanand sensitive region, they are as much
which has existed for sixty years.Yeonpyeong incidents. The DPRKa statement to the “enemy” as a
Particularly vexing is that the sought to ensure discussion of theneans of training. In recent years
ROK navy regularly conducts Northern LimitLine and joint South the drills include plans for dealing
military exercises in this disputedKorea-US military drills, as wellas with “political instability” in
area. In the case of YeonpyeongSouth Korea’s resumption of Pyongyang or with a “hostage
the South Koreans had numeroupsychological warfare onthe DMZ. situation” in the North, practically
ships in the area, and were alsdhe Southern delegates would nobuilding an invasion into the
performing an artillery drill, firing allow such discussion until theexercise.
into waters claimed by the North.North produced “satisfactory” Inter-Korean dialogue must
Korean People’'s Army forcesresults on the two incidents. resume immediately, inthe interest
contacted the South and What the South considersof reducing border conflicts and
demanded the firing cease. Thatsatisfactory” probably meanstheimproving relations. Long term
was not forthcoming, and the NorthNorth taking full responsibility. But peace will not be forthcoming if
fired back afew hours later, leadingone can scarcely talk about eitheSouth Korea and its allies continue
to a South Korean response thancident without bringing up the to marginalize the North and deny
may have killed several Northmaritime border or the South’stheir own responsibility. The
Korean soldiers. Whether or not itmilitary exercises. Yet the Southcontinued presence of alarge U.S.
was “excessive” of the North to seemstothink these related matterforce in the south, along with war
target the island, Yeonpyeongare separate issues, which goesxercises conducted in or near
nonetheless is a military base in avell with the media reporting the disputed territory, only serve to
tense location. events out of context. This will enhance tensions.

% REDS ON THE WEB

pleasant to hear that the DPR
proposed talks involving the
defence ministers of both countries
late in January, with the explicit -
WWW.communist-party.ca
www.peoplesvoice.ca
www.ycl-ljc.ca
www.solidnet.org

purpose of putting forward its
opinion onthe Yeonpyeong attack
and theCheonan as well as
discussing the maritime border ang
South Korean/U.S. military
exercisesinthe region. The DPRK
has proposed such talks severa
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CPC-PCC Fighting back during

90 the "Dirty Thirties"

In our Feb. 15-28 issue, we
examined the activities of the
Trade Union Educational League,
(TUEL) during the 1920s. Our
series of articles marking the 90t
anniversary of the Communist
Party continues with this look at [
the Workers’ Unity League.

By the late 1920s, the efforts off§i}
the Communist-led TUEL to help ¥
unite Canadian workers faceg
enormous obstacles, forcing 3
major shift in strategy. Some
historians claim this change wag
simply a tactic ordered by thel : ! i :
Communist International. But in Gravesne of Peter Markunas, Nick Nargan and Julian Gryshko
fact, the leaders of the Trades anthree workers killed in Estevan. Despite attempts by the police to
Labour Congress and the All-deface the headstone, labour activists regularly maintain the
Canadian Congress of Laboumording"Murdered by RCMP".
blocked the emergence of a united
working class fightback. The TLC walked out against terriblethe Vancouver waterfront, the
stubbornly refused to admitconditions and pay cuts of 10to 13NVUL led a major struggle to
industrial unions, and the ACCL percent. The strike came just weeksrganize dockworkers, culminating
believed that the economic crisisafter the arrest of Tim Buck andin the “Battle of Ballantyne Pier.”
made it nearly impossible toothertopleadersofthe Communist By 1935, the WUL had built up

organize workers or win strikes. Party, including Tom McEwen. But amembership of over 40,000. Fronp culture is Tunisian rapper Hamada Ben-Amor (El Général). Duri

As a result, the TUEL becamewhen the miners asked for1933t01936,the WULled90percen
the Workers’ Unity League in assistance,the MWUC quickly senof the strikes across Canada
January 1930, with a mandate tadts president, Jim Sloan, Joe Forkirwinning many of these struggles
organize the unorganized and th¢later elected alderman in Perhaps the most significant
unemployed into powerfulindustrial Winnipeg), former IWW organizer eventcame in 1935, with the historig
unions under rank and file control.Sam Scarlett, John Stokaluk, andDn to Ottawa Trek, organized by
Led by Tom McEwen, the WUL the famous Annie Buller. the Relief Camp Workers’ Union.
brought together industrial unions  On Sept. 17, the companiestriedrormed by WUL organizers
inthe mining, clothing, lumberandto open three mines with scabworking in the infamous “slave
textile industries, withanaggressiveworkers, only to be defeated by dabour camps” for unemployed
militant approach towards themass picket line. The strugglesingle men set up by the
class struggle. continued, with Annie Buller Conservative government of R.B

The WUL provided the speakingtoamassrallyonSept.27Iron Heel” Bennett, the RCWU
leadership for the most importantThe next day, a peaceful parade dfalled a B.C.-wide strike in April
labour struggles of the early 1930sminers and their familiesin Estevanl935. Thousands of relief camp
including the strikes by miners inbecame the target of a police riotworkers headed to Vancouver
several communities and bywith the RCMP murdering three taking militant actions for several
furniture workers in Ontario. workers and injuring fifty people. weeks to demand real work anc

While the TLC only admitted Severalworkerswere charged, anbetter wages.
affiliates of the American Sam Scarlett and Annie Buller Finally the workers decided to
Federation of Labour, and thereceived lengthy jail sentences fotravel to Ottawa, and on June 3
ACCL was limited to Canadian “unlawful rioting.” hundreds boarded freight traing
unions, the WUL accepted “all  While the miners did notachieveheading through the mountains
wage workers, regardless of raceynion recognition, they did win Receiving huge support, the
creed, colour, sex, craftor politicalother key demands, proving thastrikers were in Regina by mid-June
affiliations.” The WUL combined labour struggles could win gainsFrightened by the prospect of
astrong central leadership, able tdespite the capitalist economicthousands of radical unemployed
respond quickly to events acrosgrisis. workers, the Tory government
the country, with the maximum of ~ Another important battle took offeredto negotiate withthe RCWU,
membership involvement andplace in Stratford, Ontario, wherewhile secretly preparing to crush
democracy. the Chesterfield Furniture theTrek.OnJuly1,1935, police and

Although it never formally Workers’ Industrial Union struck troops poured into Regina’s Market
represented the majority of tradeagainst several companies. Td&quare, savagely beating Trekker
unionists in Canada, the WULsupport the bosses, the federand local citizens gathered to hed
attracted significant support. Bothgovernment sent in tanks andspeeches.
the Lumber Workers Industrial troops armed with machine guns The vicious attack was a turning
Union of Canada and the Mineto patrol the streets. But the unitypoint of the Great Depression
Workers Union of Canada brokeof the workers and public opinionWithin months, the Bennett

with the ACCL in 1930tojointhe forced the companies andgovernment was defeated at the

WUL, as did the Industrial Union governments to concede defeatpolls, and the next several year
of Needle Trades Workers. Inand a pro-labour city council wassaw a series of important victories
industries where no unions existedelected in Stratford. for the working class movement.
such as furniture manufacturing, Other important strikes took But the sharpening class

the WUL set up committees toplace in Flin Flon, Manitoba, wherestruggle, in Canada and around

organize the unorganized. several MWUC leaders were jailed the world, called for another change

The first major test of the WUL and in Corbin, B.C., where policein strategy. The rise of fascism in
cameon Sept. 8,1931, when 600 coaised bulldozers to attack a pickeEurope was met with a growing
miners at Bienfait, Saskatchewarline of miners and their families. Ondemand for working class unity af

1 alllevels, fromthe workplace to the
ballot box. This included the need
to build unity against the bosses
within the trade union movement.
The successes of the WUL and it
counterparts in the United State
had helped create the condition
for much stronger efforts to
organize industrial unions across
the continent, overcoming the
resistance of the old reformist, craff
union leadership.

In an upcoming issue, we will
look at the role of Communists in|
the drive to organize steel, auto
and other mass production
industries.n

MUSIC
NOTES

By Wally Brooker
Faith Nolan & CUPE Freedom Singers

Singer, songwriter and activist Faith Nolan is well-known to rea
of this newspaper. She’s been inspiring working people a
Canadafor more than thirty years. Born in Halifax of African, Miqf
and Irish heritage, she grew up in Toronto’s Cabbagetown dis
Her socialist, anti-racist and queer-positive message is delivere
a sharp wit and an engaging style that breaks down barriers be
performer and audience. In recent years Nolan has been orgg
labour choirs. The CUPE Freedom singers has been performin
her atrallies, marches and forums in Southern Ontario. Here arg
video clips of their exciting performance at a recent forum spons
by the Greater Toronto Worker’'s Assembly: www.socialistprojec
leftstreamed/. For more info: www.faithnolan.org.
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Sounds of the Arab revolution

Events in Tunisia and Egypt show once again that music carn be a

driving force in the struggle for social change. Historian Mark Le\fine,

in his 2008 bookieavy Metal Islamdescribed the rise of a dissid¢nt

youth culture in the Arab world that has creatively adapted vafious

forms of western pop music, including heavy metal and hip-hop, as a

means of resisting repressive regimes. One example of this inspirgent

the

[ protests he released an anti-regime video, “Mr. President, Your Reople

, Are Dying.” He was subsequently arrested but soon released after
much protest. Look for “El Général, the Voice of Tunisia” on YouTdibe.

Haiti's electoral farce

Popular Haitian musician Michel (“Sweet Mickey”) Martelly is contes
right-wing candidate Mirlande Manigat in the March 20 preside
election runoff, following the ouster of President René Pré
designated successor, Jude Célestin. The dubious removal of O
was announced Feb. 3 by Haiti's Provisional Electoral Council, a
onthe “expertadvice” of the Organization of American States. “S
Mickey,” billed as a“protest” candidate, has links to Haiti's elite, as
as to coup plotters and paramilitary death squads. The first rou
voting on Nov. 28 resulted in a dismal 22% turnout. Haitians rig
abstained from a farce that excludes the largest party in the co
exiled President Aristide’s Fanmi Lavalas. There s little chance th
results on March 20 will express the will of the people.
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Harry Belafonte: “No more retreat”

InaJan. 26 interview on Democracy Now, Harry Belafonte was g
to assess the presidency of Barack Obama. The occasion w
Sundance Film Festival, where “Sing Your Song,” a new film a
the 84-year old star’s life received accolades. While Belaf
acknowledged that the election of Obama says something
“America’s deeper resonance,” he added that he was “dismays¢
the way the President has used his power. During the 2008 cam
he said, Obama asked him “When are you and [fellow Afri
American activist] Cornell West going to cut me some slack?’
reply: “What makes you think we haven’t?” Belafonte’s advic
Obama supporters: “Any further retreat from bringing truth to pa
swould be a disservice to this country.” Read the interviey
r www.democracynow.org/.

Patti Smith’ s National Book Award

Patti Smith is the 2010 non-fiction recipient of the U.S. publis
L industry’s National Book Award. ust Kidsthe rock & roll poet an

sked
as the
bout
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L visual artist, now 64, writes of her working-class roots in small-tpwn
New Jersey, her emergence as an artist in the hothouse cultural
atmosphere of New York Cityinthe '70s, and her close relationshig with
celebrated photographer Robert Mapplethorpe (1946-1989). In[2002
Patti Smith became one of the first major artists to oppose the U.S.
invasion of Irag. She continues to be an outspoken anti-war agtivist,
having recorded powerful songs about the 2006 Israeli massagres in
Lebanon (“Qana”), the imprisonment of innocent Muslimg at
Guantanamo (“Without Chains”), and a tribute to murdered peace
activist Rachel Corrie (“Peaceable Kingdom”). For more info:
www.pattismith.net.

Leon Rosselson coming to Canada

Leon Rosselson, a prominent figure in British folk music since the
early sixties, is planning arare visitto Canada. Music lovers canfcatch
him atthe Vancouver Island Folk Festival (July 8-10) and the Vancouver
Folk Festival (July 15-17). A Toronto concert in early Augustis plso
in the works. Rosselson’s recent benefit CD for Medical Aid for
PalestiniansThe Last Chance: Eight Songs on Israel/Palestirzes
reviewed in PV last September (read it at http://
wallybrooker.wordpress.com/category/reviews/). “The Last Chance”
was previously available in Canada only as aniTunes download} Now
the hard copy of the CD, with Rosselson’s insightful notes, cgn be
purchased from Beit Zatoun in Toronto (www.beitzatoun.org). It
also be available during his tour.

or——0r

Workers in Windsor rally in support of the On to Ottawa Trek.
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Historic event s in the Arab world

and elsewhere in Eastern Europe itUnions, has just been created.
recent years. So are we witnessing ajRVEIgloels\Y/sIgN =08
It was primarily a secular revolution in the making, or just a -
i : COPE Winter Gala, Sat., Feb.
f) 1 1
uprising, and while followers of popular revolt? | would argue that26’ 7 pm, COPE Masquerade

SR the Islamic faith and Coptic the uprisings in Tunisia and Egypt
Toronto on the uprising in Christians were prominent in theshare many features of a classi®@ll at Museum of Vancouver,

Egypt, Feb. 17, 2011 street and in the strike movementrevolutionary process - the massed100 Chestnut St. Hosted by
What we have been witnessingheir demands were almostare no longer prepared to live in thecomedian Charles Demers, west
over the past weeks, first in Tunisia!niversally around democratic andold way; the ruling class can nocoast food, live music & more.
with the uprising against the Ben-class-based issues, not religioutonger rule in the old way. Tickets $70 (student/youth $40,
Ali regime, and even more so in thethem_es. In_fa_ct, the Isl_amlc and What is missing |s_the p_resenchlencome tickets available),
mass popular mobilizations whichCoptic Christian establishments,of the third ingredient in any for tickets tel. 604-255-0400.
succeeded in toppling the HosniPoth of which have been closelyrevolutionary situation which best| eft Film Night, “GARBAGE
Mubarak regime, are truly historic ties to the Mu.barak regime areguaraptees its success - that of aPREAMS,” documentary on
and unprecedented. It would be2MOng the _blg losers in theorgangd and politically advancedc 5iro’s garbage recycling
profoundly wrong to underestimateYPrising. This _of_ course _alsorevo_lutlonary vanguard. Thefcommunity, sun., Feb. 27, 7
not only its immediate and Shon_appllgs t.o relllglous-polmc.al relat|vely ;pontaneous naturg opm, Centre for Socialist Edu-
term effects throughout the Araborgaﬁlzstlogs like the Muslim thbe uprising fand the relatw%cation, 706 Clark. Admission
world - as we are already seeing irfProtherhood. absence ot ~a vanguardg.. " q,nations welcome, call

Bahrain, Yemen and elsewhere - but Clearly, the uprising acrossorganization, especially one base Py .
alsoits long-termimpact. The‘genie’Egypt has been cross-class iron Marxism-Leninism - is without 004225 2041 for details.

of mass democratic angnature - workers, professionalsa doubt an ‘Achilles heel’, if you March Against Racism,
revolutionary action is out of the Small shop owners and businessiill, of the process. Sunday, March 20, 2 pm, from
bottle, and it will not be easily or people, all were drawn into the But we are in only the opening Waterfront Skytrain (601 W.
quickly stuffed back, despite theStreets in mass revolt, and whlleact§ pf this unfoldujg process - anCordova), 604-715-6990forinfo.
feverish efforts of imperialism and thelr respective clgss mterestsunﬂmshgd revolutlpn. It is true pssta Dinner for People’s
its local ruling circles. differ, they were united in their that while the regime has bger\/oice 6 pm, Sunday, March
U.S. Imperialism, the Zionist opposition to the _represswe,pulled o_lowr_1, _the state, Wh'le27,tici<ets$1é,fo|loweéibyLeft
state of Israel, and the constellatiorsO'Tupt and dictatorial Mubarak wobbly, is still in place. And the ilm Night at 7 pm, 706 Clark

of client Arab despotic reagimes "€gime. Particularly significantwas U.S.-sponsored generals and army, . .
have all been caugr?t flatfoogt]ed bythe fact that the front lines of thebrass which controls the interim rive. Forinfo, call604-255-2041.

these rapidly unfolding events.s”U99|,e were taken by theMilitary Council want nothing Iess Winnipeg, MB

Clearly, the CIA, Mossad, and thecountry’s youth and students, andhan to snuff out the embers o _

local intelligence services in Egypt@S0 by women. What we need tarevolution and restore ‘stability’. Assemblyto protectpensions
and elsewhere failed to anticipaté_mder”ne here has been theButitis an open question whether- expand CPP, Wed., Mar 2, 7-

these mass upheavals, as sonjacreasing role of the working classor not they will succeed. 9:30 pm. Speaker Paul Moist,

like James Petras have recentl)?f Egypt, particularly after the first  No one has a crystal ball here CUPE. Plumbers and Pipefitters
observed. week of the mass protests. Whilebut my personal view is that theHa|l|, 34 Higgins. Info 942-0522.

But it is more than that alone: it the media cameras continued to beonfidence and maturity of the
is a failure of the bourgeoisfocussed on the crowds in Tahrirmasses of the Egyptian people hagge]felite O\
worldview in general in an Square, strikes began breaking ougrown tremendously over these .
important senge - its static.alloverthe country -inthe chemicalpast three weeks. They have sheﬁl""t'on"jII Child Care Now!,
metaphysical conception of socialndustry, in telecommunicationstheir fear, and felt the strength of ash mob & rally, Tue., March
reality which views change as an®ffices, in textile plants, among united action. The revolutionary 8, 3:30 pm, Yonge & Dundas,.
anomaly rather than a constantcanal workers, etc. There is a longenie is out of the bottle, and withFor into, email nationalchild-
which overconfidently relies on historical background here, but thehe people’s vigilance and carenow@gmail.com.
the ‘stability’ of the oppressive corrupt and collaborationist Iab(_)urpe_rse\_/eranc_e, an_d with ourGlobal Crisis, Fiscal Restraint
state (and its courts, police andeody - the General Trade Unionsolidarity, it will continue to grow and Public-Private Part-
army), and which discounts theFederation “ETUF” - has beenand develop into a full-blown nerships, 2011 Clarke Memorial
power of the masses when aroused@ushed aside by the workers, andhational ~democratic, —anti- | gctyre with John Loxley. 7 pm,
It has been a genuinely mas&@ New independent labour centralimperialist and ultimately socialist Th,r.  March 10 Ryerson
revolt, with remarkably little Federation of Egyptian Tradealternative.n University, Oakham Lounge, 2nd

il People'svoice deadlines:| e coee toce:

such claims form Mubarak and co by Ryerson CUPE Locals,
Some initially were suspicious Ontario Council of Hospital
MARCH 16-31 issue: Thursday, March 3
APRIL 1-15issue: Thursday, March 17

about who was behind this mass Unions/CUPE. Info: Bryan

movement, because of reports thg Evans at416-979-5000 x4199.
Send submissions to PV Editorial Office,

706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, V5L 3J1,

organizers were using Facebook
<pvoice@telus.net>

From remarks by
Communist Party leader
Miguel Figueroa, at a
People’s Voice forum in

—

Twitter and other social networking
services to communicate and
mobilize actions. This was not aj
colour revolution organized by
imperialist agents like what was
witnessed in Georgia, the Ukraing

Childcare an election issue....

not unionized. Only recently did promoted by the system. Palestinians And Jews
Quebec childcare workerswinthe  Inourview, to eliminate sexism United, boycott/disinvestment/
years of struggle, but $7 a day stilFight to organize. Especially atthewe need to overturn the basis okanctions picket, every
adds up fast. In other parts ofbig places, management iscapitalist society, and win Saturday, 1-3 pm, outside Le
Canada, parents have to pay $30 toressured to cut corners to raissocialism. But public childcare marcheur, at Duluth & St. Denis.
$60 a day. This is out of reach ofprofits. would not be incompatible with
mostyoung families, nottomention For decades, corporatecapitalism. It would be a major BNV \RES
single mums. politicians have promised action.victory, opening more possibilities BURNABY -March8.7.30-9.30
Affordable, accessible, quality, Even Brian Mulroney had a betterfor advancing a real people’sam WD breakfast s:pé)nsofed
public, not-for-profit child care may plan (though neverimplemented)agenda. Shortly after WD we mayby IéC Federation of Labour. at
seem like a mouthful. But eachthan the current Tory tax credits.be into a federal election. It will be Firefighters’ Banquet Hall order
demand makes sense. For us, tHdopes for a Canada-wide childanother occasion to advance th@ ., ots at 604-430-1421
problemwasn't affordability, itwas care plan were dashed by theéssue of child caren '
access. The waiting list that ourelection of Harper in 2006. This FREDERICTON - March 6,
little boy is onis very long. He will fact itself shows the sexism 12:30-2:30, IWD Potluck and
information sharing, 811

probably only find a placement Charlotte St., co-hosted by NB

when hereacheskindergarten age. Coalition for Pav Equi d
Other options would have cost a oalition for Pay Equity an
Fredericton Peace Coalition.

lot more. If Marianne had returned

to work to pay for day care at HAMILTON - March 8, 9 am-4

“market rates”, her wages would pm, conference for CAW Local

have been eaten up by just the 555 sisters on women’s issues
and the prospects ahead,

child care bill.
In the end, we get by (with the Hamilton Convention Centre,
CAW Local 555.

help of family and friends, adjusting

life, bringing baby everywhere). KINGSTON -March6,11am-5
Meanwhile, workers at child care pm, IWD Fair at City Hall 2nd
centres are some of the lowest paid floor, International Women’s
in the country, and they often are

Ottawa, ON

Feminism: The Other “F”

Word, Tue., March 8, 12:30
pm, panel followed by “World
Café”, Univ. of Ottawa,
Desmarais Building, Rm 3120,
organized by Amethyst
Women’s Addiction Centre.

continued from page 5

What's Left

Week Organizing Committee.

NIAGARAFALLS -March6,1-
6 pm, IWD Festival at the Greg
Frewin Theatre, in support of
Gillian’s Place and Women'’s
Place of South Niagara.

NORTHVANCOUVER - March
12, 7 pm, Crimson Cabaret at
Centennial Theatre, to support
North Shore Women'’s Centre,
tickets from 604-984-6009.

PRINCE GEORGE - March 5,
8 pm, IWD Masquearade
Dance, at the Twisted Cork
(1157-5th Ave.) tickets $15 at
Books and Company,
fundraiser sponsored by Prism
North Film Society.

REGINA-March4,9pm,viewing
of Women’s Rights: Raising the
Glass Ceiling, presentationand
multi-generational panel,
Language Institute Theatre (LI
129), U of R. For info call 757-
4669, U of R Women'’s Centre.

SASKATOON - March 6, 1-4
pm, Strong Women, Strong
World,, celebrate the
contributions of Aboriginal
women in Saskatchewan, and
march to bring awareness to
exploited and missing Aboriginal
women, Oskayak High School,
Univ. of Saskatchewan.

ST.CATHARINES, ON -March
8.6.30-9 pm, ANightof Laughs
with the Women’s Committee
CAW Local 199, tickets $25
(includes dinner), at House of
Comedy.

SUDBURY - March 6, 1-4 pm,
IWD celebration hosted by
Sudbury & District Labour
Council, Howard Johnson Hotel,
50 Brady Street.

TORONTO-March 3,7-10 pm,
Live Music night at Toronto
Women's Bookstore, $5, tel.
416-922-8744; 73 Harbord St.

- March 12, IWD rally starts 11
am, OISE Auditorium, 252 Bloor
West, march 1 pmto Info Fair at
Ryerson Student Centre, 55
Gould St.

VANCOUVER - March 3, 6-10
pm, dinnerwith presentation on
the history of IWD andwomenin
the trade union movement,
music by Solidarity Sisters,
bhangra dancing, Fraserview
Hall (8240 Fraser), VDLC
Women’s Committee.

- March 5, gather 12:30 at
McSpadden Park (Victoria &
4th), march 1 pm along
Commercial Dr.,to IWD Festival
atWISE Hall (1882 Adanac), 2-
4:30 pm, www.iwdvancouver.ca.

VICTORIA, BC- March 8, Noon-
1 pm, Happy 100th Birthday
IWD with Raging Grannies,
corner of Fort and Douglas
Streets.

WINNIPEG - March 8, speakers
4:30 at Union Centre (Smith &
Broadway), march 5:30 to
community feast and events at
U of Winnipeg, info 786-9921.

- March 8, IWD celebration,
RamadaMarlborough Hotel, 8th
fl. Dinner & awards. Cash bar 6
pm, dinner 7 pm. Tickets $50,
Grassroots Women 770-1767,
grassrootswomenmb@gmail.com

YELLOWKNIFE - March 7-9,
Celebrating Northern women
conferenceto eliminate gender
inequality, Explorer Hotel,
organized by Status of Women
Council of the NWT.
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The Revolutionary Rebellion In Egypt

Reflections by Comrade Fidel underthe command ofGamaIAbdetpuntries.AttI_1is pre_cIse time, thatand resqlution a E’alestinian Statgovernment?
Castro Rua. Feb. 13. 2011  Nasser, _had t_hrown overboard aister country is chairing NAM fpr whose r_|ght to exist had been the Beforethe peoplewereto protest
' T submissive King and created aacorrespondingthree-year periodfocal point of the battle fought for en masse from Tahrir Square,
Several days ago | said thaRepublic which, with the supportand the support of many of itsdecades by the Arab States.  neither the government officials
Mubarak’s fate was sealed andf the USSR, defended itsmembersforthestruggleitspeople Their reactions reached such aor the United States intelligence
that not even Obama was able ttHomeland from the Franco-Britishare engaged in today is a given. level ofindignationthatmany brokebodies were uttering one single

save him. and Israeli invasion of 1956 and What was the significance of off their relations with Egypt. Thus, word about the privileges and
The world knows about what is preserved its ownershipofthe Suethe  Camp  David outrageous thefts of
happening in the Middle East.Canal and the independence of ithgreements, and why dof ™y billions of dollars.

It would be a mistake to
imagine that the people’'s
revolutionary movementin
Egypttheoretically obeys a
reaction to violations on
theirmost elementary rights.
Peoples do not defy
repression and death, nor
dothey remainfor nights on
end protesting ener
getically, just because of
merely formal matters. They
do thiswhen theirlegal and
material rights are being

News spreads at mind-bogglingancient nation. the heroic Palestinian|s
speed. Politicians barely have For that reason, Egypt had geople so arduously|
enough time to read the dispatchekigh degree of prestige in the Thirddefend their most essential ™
arriving hour after hour. EveryoneWorld. Nasser was well-known asrights? :
isaware of the importance ofwhatone of the most outstanding At Camp David, with |¢ &
is happening over there. leaders of the Non-Aligned the mediation of then- |
After 18 days of tough struggle, Movement, in whose creation hePresident of the United |
the Egyptian people achieved anook part along with other well- States Jimmy Carter,
important objective: overthrowing known leaders of Asia, Africa and Egyptian leader Anwar el-
the main United States ally in theOceania who were struggling forSadat and Israeli Prime
heart of the Arab nations. Mubaraknational liberation and for the Minister Menahem Begin |
was oppressing and pillaging hispolitical and economic signed the famous treatieg s~
own people, he was an enemy tindependence of the formerbetween Egyptand Israel| "
the Palestinians and an accompliceolonies. It is said that secret talks|
of Israel, the sixth nuclear power Egypt always enjoyed thewentonfor12daysandon mercilessly sacrificed tothe
on the planet, associated with thgsupport and respect of thatSeptember 17, 1978, the insatiable demands of
war-mongering NATO group. international organization which signed two important corrupt politicians and the
The Armed Forces of Egypt, brings together more than 10Qtreaties: one in reference to peacthe United Nations Resolution ofnational and international circles
between Egyptand Israel; the otheNovember 1947 was erased fromth&oting the country.
having to do with the creation ofthemap. The autonomous body was The poverty rate was now
autonomous territory in the Gazanever created and thus theaffecting the vast majority of a
Strip and the West Bank where, elPalestinians were deprived of theimilitant people, young and
Sadatwas thinking - and Israel wasightto exist as anindependent statgatriotic, with their dignity, culture
aware of and sharing the idea - théhatis the origin of the never-endingand beliefs being trampled.
capital of the State of Palestingragedytheyarelivinginandwhich How was the unstoppable
would be, and whose existence, ashould have been resolved moréncrease of food prices to be
wellasthat of the State of Israel, washan three decades ago. reconciled with the dozens of
agreed to by the United Nationson The Arab population of billions of dollars that were being
November 29, 1947, in the BritishPalestine are victims of genocidakttributed to President Mubarak
protectorate of Palestine. actions; their lands are confiscate@nd to the privileged sectors of the
At the end of arduous andordeprived of water suppliesinthegovernment and society? It's not
complicated talks, Israel agreed tesemi-desert areas and their homesnough now that we find out how
withdraw their troops from aredestroyedwith heavy wreckingmuch these come to; we must
Egyptianterritory in the Sinai, evenequipment. Inthe Gaza Stripamiliondemand they be returned to the
though it categorically rejectedandahalfpeople are regularly beingountry...
Palestinian participation in those

peace negotiations. After 18 days of tough struggle, the Egyptian
As aproduct of the first treaty, negple achieved an important objective:

in the term of one year, Israel - - - -
reinstated Sinai territory occupied@VEI throwing the main United States ally in

during one ofthe Arab-Israeliwarsthe heart of the Arab nations. Mubarak was
back to Egypt. oppressing and pillaging his own people, he

By virtue of the second P
agreement, both parties committeV@S @n enemy  to the Palestinians and an

to negotiate the creation of thedCCOmplice of Israel...

autonomous regime in the West

Bank and the Gaza Strip. The firstattacked with explosive projectiles, Despite what is happening in
of these included 5640 squardive phosphorus and booby-trapEgypt, one of the most serious
kilometres of territory and 2.1 bombs. The Gaza Strip lands arproblems being faced by
million inhabitants; and the secondbeing blockaded by land and byimperialism atthistimeisthe lack of
one, 360 square kilometresand 1.5ea. Why are the Camp Davidgrainas|analyzedin my Reflection
million inhabitants. agreements being talked about ton January 19th.

The Arab countries weresuch a degree while nobody The US uses animportant part
offended by that treaty where, inmentions Palestine? of the corn it grows and a large
their opinion, Egypt had not The United States is supplyingpercentage of the soy harvest for
defended with sufficient energythe mostmodern and sophisticatethe production of biofuels. As for
weaponry to Israel to the tune ofEurope, ituses millions of hectares

billions of dollars every year. Egypt, of land for that purpose.
NE ws FOR PEOPL E, an Arab country, was turned into  On the other hand, as a
the second receiver of US weapongonsequence of the climate change
N o T Fo R PRO F’ Ts , To fight against whom? Anotheroriginated basically by the
— Arab country? Against the verydeveloped and wealthy countries,
Egyptian people? ashortage of fresh water and foods

When the population was compatible with population growth
asking for respect for their mostata pace thatwould lead to 9 billion
basic rights and the resignation ofnhabitants in a mere 30 years is
apresidentwhose policy consistedbeing created, without the United
of exploiting and pillaging his own Nations and the most influential
people, the repressive forcegovernments on the planet, after
trained by the US did not hesitatehe disappointing meeting at
for a second in shooting at themCopenhagen and Cancun warning
Q $30 for 1 year  $50 for 2 years killing hundreds and wounding and informing the world about that
d Low income special rate: $15 for 1 year thousands. situation.
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 Outside Canada: $45 US or $50 Cnd for 1 year | When the Egyptian people were We supportthe Egyptian people
I
I
I
I
I
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people’s

VOICE

Every issue of PeopLE’s VoicE
gives you the latest on the
fightback from coast to coast.
Whether it' s the struggle to defeat
the HarperT ories, resist ance to
social cut s, solidarity with  Cuba
or workers’ struggles around the
world, we've got the news the
corporate media won't print.

awaiting explanations from theand their courageous struggle for

And we do more than that-we Name government of their own country, their political rights and social
report and analyze event s from a the answers were coming from senigjustice.
revolutionary perspective, helping Address officials of U.S. intelligence or ~ We are not opposed to the

government bodies, without anypeople of Israel; we are againstthe
respect for Egyptian officials. genocide of the Palestinian people

e ) , _ Could it possibly be that theand we are for their right to an
socialist Canada. Read the p aper Send to: People’s Voice, leaders of the United States andndependent State.

that fight s for working people— on 706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, BC, V5L 3J1 their intelligence agencies knew We are not in favour of war, but

every p age—in every issue! L wes | hothing at all about the colossalin favour of peace among all the
________________ thefts perpetrated by the Mubarakpeoplesn

to build the movement s for justice

and equality , and eventually for a Postal Code




