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The USS Kearsage (above) and the USS Ponce steamed into the
Mediterranean on March 3. The Kearsage “amphibious ready group”
includes 800 marines, a fleet of helicopters and a vast range of weaponry
to conduct military operations such as an assault against Libya.

orporate tax cuts...

billions In revenue
anded over to the
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= Seeger backs BDS

British Columbia has a new Pete Seegethe 92-yeanld

premier to replace the hated UK Wage cuts |00m folksinger/songwriter and human
Gordon Campbell. But Christy Studies indicate that British workers are rights activist, has declared suppd
Clark sings the same song as her in for a shock, as major cuts to their for the international "boycott-
former boss, to the tune dictated wages and social benefits are setto  disinvestment-sanctions campaig
by the same corporate interests. take place over the next few years. against Israel's apartheid policies
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Petition against F-35 stealth fighters OUR CITY,
Ceasefire.ca has launched a petition against éhéiscosting Canada job opportunities t OUR SERV’CES,

purchase of F-35 stealth fighters for the CanadiBoying any other aircraft would allow the governmer

military. Check out the petition at www.ceasefire.ct require “Industrial and Regional Benefits.” Insteadl, OUR FUTURE,

and read these 10 plus one great reasons to sigtie Harper Conservatives just hope we’ll get contragts [
from Lockheed Martin. . .

1. The F-35isfor“shock and awe” combat missions Ap I‘I| 9 CO mmMmun |ty Day Of

Its stealth capability and weapons are intended #rThe F-35 is still a model airplane ; ;

U.S.-style first strike attacks, a role Canada does fibe F-35 is still being tested and production is yedrs ACtlon In T oronto

need to play. behind schedule, leaving operating and maintenarjce 5| issued by Good Jobs For All Coalition, Canadian

. . costs completely unknown. Federation of Students-Ontario, Toronto and York

2.The F-35iswaytooexpensive y Region Labour Council, Ontario Federation of Labour,

According to National Defence’s estimates, the cd&tThere was no competition Canadian Labour Congress

of purchasing 65 U.S.-built F-35 stealth fighters Is a sweetheart deal, the Harper Conservatives

between $16 and $21 billion - the most expensigemmitted to Lockheed Martin rather than inviting ~ Since taking office in November, Toronto Mayor Rob Ford jhas

military projectin Canadian history. other firms to put in proposals, increasing the cost pypegun implementing his own personal agenda, frighteningly similar
an estimated 20 per cent. to the Tea Party Republicans in Wisconsin and Ohio whose agtions

3. The government’s finances are in bad shape have sparked massive protests. Ford has made it clear that he is hell

The annual federal deficit is expected to reach $86There is no hurry to replace our CF-18s bent on selling off public services, derailing public transit, targgting

billion this year, and cuts to social programs a@anada’s currentfleetof CF-18s just completed a $2.8:ade unions and rolling-back Toronto’s environmental plans. [This

expected. billion upgrade, and could easily remainin service untilstyle of “aggressive conservatism” is designed to usher in g new
the mid-2020s. wave of Harris-style cuts across Ontario.

4. The F-35isill suited for the Arctic Toronto should be a city that everyone can be proud of - ong¢ that

Its stealth characteristic is not needed, and only dr@e There is no Russian arctic threat serves all its residents regardless of income, which celebrafes its

engine instead of two puts pilots at risk of beifdORAD’s U.S. commander said he sees no militafydiversity and plays a leadership role in crucial areas like clifnate
stranded in the far north by an engine failure.  challengersinthe arctic, and he is focused on preventinghange and social equality. Today, all of these priorities are ynder

another 9/11 type of attack. threat in Toronto. Tomorrow they could be challenged in any fown
5. Little, if any, of the $16 billion will stay in Canada or city in Ontario!
Unlike previous military contracts, in this one thBLUS There is no contractto break What's at stake?

Harper government has not required the U.Bespite the government’s commitment to Lockhegd" Services and programs that serve every resident and comnjunity
manufacturer Lockheed Martin to invest “dollar-forMartin’s F-35 stealth fighter, there is no signed contrgct” Public transit serving all neighbourhoods
dollar” in Canada. and no firm price expected until 2013, or even later| * Environmental leadership in challenging climate change
* Keeping public control of public services
- - 5 - * Safeguarding vital public assets
F|g ht the Capltal |St med Ia m0n0p0|y * Good jobs and the fundamental rights of workers
On Saturday, April 9, come to Toronto City Hall to help defend
C good jobs, public services and greener cities throughout Ontario.
S u p po rt th e PV F u n d D rlve I Together, we can challenge the conservative agendathatis threatening
" our jobs, our livelihoods and our neighbourhoods.
For information on the rally and about buses to Toronto, coptact

Thefirstrepliestoour2011 Fund The growing domination ofthe  Rupert Murdoch consistently theggé%%i?&';ﬁés(él_c) 416-441-3710x226 or estemarie@clc-¢tc.ca

Drivear_earr_iving.Sinceourappeamediaisaglobal_problem.Thingsthreatens el_ected leaders WitTS Laurie Hardwick (OFL), 416-571-3087 or Ihardwick@ofleca
was mailed in Vancouver, most ofare bad enough in Canada, wherbiased media coverage unles
the initial replies have been fromStephen Harper’'s Tories arethey do his bidding. He has
British Columbia, which has so fartreated with kid gloves. Now, aswemanipulated US, British and
racked up about $1210 ingo to press, one of the world'sAustralian politics for years, andPeople’s Voice will have an quickly and generously!
donations. Another $935 hasmost right-wing “media moguls”, now he wants more completeimmediateimpactontheInternet- Vancouver-area readers are
arrived from other provinces, Rupert Murdoch, is moving totakecontrol. In the US, most of the check out our Facebook page fourged to mark one of our first
including $558 from Ontario. Just aover nearly half of the British masslikely Republican presidential one important example of how wefundraisers on your calendars.
few days into the Drive, we havemedia. candidates are actually paidare reaching a much largerOn Sunday, March 27, the
received a total of $2145! Thanks As the Avaaz website notes,employees of Murdoch! When readership. monthly Left Film Night (atthe
to all those who have sentRupert Murdoch has used hishis Fox News Network was Once again this year, we wantCentre for Socialist Education,
contributions. Remember that wemedia empire to clamour forwarinshunned by Barack Obama as &0 express our appreciation of youi706 Clark Drive) welcomes you
want to raise as much as possibl&aq, to help elect George W. Bushpropaganda mouthpiece, itsolidarity. For each donation ofto a Pasta Dinner starting at 6
before a possible federal electiorto spread hatred against Muslimspawned the far right “tea party” $100, contributors will have their pm. Admission is just $12
may force us to switch gearsand immigrants, to block global and broadcast hate-filled attackshoice of a PV 2011 Calendar, gvegetarian option available)
temporarily, so please send youaction on climate change, and tamgainst the President’s healthcaréramed portrait of arevolutionary with proceeds going to the Fund
donation today if possible. smear politicians who refuse hisreforms, setting the stage forfighter, or a copy of “Great Drive. The filmto follow at 7 pm
orders. Republican gains in the 20100ctober,”aDVD dedicated to thewill be "Peace, Propaganda and
Seizing control of the British congressional elections. Great October Socialistthe Promised Land," about
media would give Murdoch Last year, Murdoch had lunchRevolution of 1917. Check outbiased North American media
enormous new power towith Prime Minister Stephenyour recent appeal letter forcoverage of the Israeli
control the flow of news and Harper, whose chiefaide isworkingdetails, and please respondccupation of Palestinee
information, and to spreadto set up a Fox-style propaganda
disinformation against TV networkin Canada. Widesprea
campaigns for peace,protests have so far prevented thik
human rights, social network from being funded by | MAY DAY 201 1

justice and the taxpayers, and another mas

environment. Britons are campaign has temporarily blocke

angry about Murdoch’s an attempt to remove journalisti GREETING ADS

bid, and even right-wing standards that prevent mediz!

Prime Minister outlets from spreading deliberatd . . . . .
Cameron’s Con-Dem lies to the public. To mark May Day 2011, People's Voice Yvﬂl print greetings
governmentis saidtobe But the struggle for media I from a wide range of labour and people's organizations in

o . our May 1-15 issue, which will be distributed at events
divided over the issue. Qemocracy has another,_ EVENMOIE 4 cross Canada. The (’ieadline for camera-ready ads will be
important side. Even if Rupert

- | April 22; if PV is preparing the layout, the deadline is
Murdoch disappeared tomorrows April 20. Please check with us about the format if your ad

H e re ’S my CO ntributio n E-Tes ma;rsitrgiid;ig ?gggézsc\lfgutgi is being sent electronically.
o main firmly in the hands of Ad rates (based on 5 column page):
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Same club led by different smile and a different gender

The new leader ofthe BC LiberalGordon Campbell Liberals. Herter
Party, Christy Clark, may be theas Education Minister was marked
only person who believes thatwith unprecedented conflict and
Gordon Campbell leftthe provincechaos.

44% of Ny Ti
Bachers
leavg i the fisst 5 Years!!

Hammond stated, despite having
helped write the Liberal election
platform that promised not to sell
BC Rail.” The new Premier Clark

in better shape at the time of his “Christy Clark made attacking has repeatedly rejected calls for a
Does m

departure than at his debut. Sarthe BC Teachers Federation ongs LCampheyy want public inquiry into the BC Rall

Hammond, BC provincial leader of of her main priorities,” Hammond scandal.

the Communist Party, points outpoints out. “The imposition of
that, “This is more than naiveté. ltcollective agreements onteache
is adeclaration of more of the sameés the most glaring example of he
old, same old.” hostility.”

“Christy Clark claims to put Clark also made legislative
“Family First’ but her vision of changes, and changed the scho
family values nicely skips over funding formula, with the result of
unemployment, homelessnessincreased class sizes and
child poverty, education cuts anddecreased supports for all
the impacts of privatization,” points students, but particularly thosea
outHammond. “Her vision of family with special needs. She not only
does not include the workingfroze education funding, but alsoresulting in unprecedented cuts
people”. announced the governmentwoulcamounting to $25.5 million in

Despite having portrayed herselinot pay for teacher salary increase¥ancouver alone. Even future
during the leadership campaign asigreed to by the previous NDPLiberal Cabinet Minister, Mary Polak,

Campbell's firstterm, a period of u

hristy Clark was B.C.'s Education Minister for much of Gordon

nd other public employees. (PV photo: K. Cariou)

“She is not an outsider,” says
Hammond. “She actively
participated at the Cabinet table in
some ofthe worstattacks onworking
families in the history of BC, from
tearing up labour agreements and
reducing welfare, to presiding over
one of the greatest transfers of
wealth from the public coffers to
private hands. It is clear from her
record that the family that really
She was famous for a flurry of policy comes first for Christy Clark is the
announcements that School Board€Coalition of Corporate Interest’.
were expected to implement withThe Liberal Party in British Colum
little or no notice. bia has notchanged leadership. Itis

nrelenting attacks on teachers

an outsider, Clark played a leadinggovernment. School Boards werehen a Surrey School Board trustee, Clark’s shortterm at Ministry of the same club led by a different
role inthefirstdraconianterm oftheforced to cover the increasesexpressed anger at Clark’s actions<Children and Families, was similarlysmile and a different gender.”

Why human rights, safe schools,
and Pink Shirt Day matter

By Jane Bouey, Vancouver harassed for dressing or acting irwill vigorously enforce policy and

February 23 is Pink Shirt Day in ways that defy gender stereotypesegulations dealing with such

B.C., an opportunity to redoubleare kids that don’t even identify matters.”
our efforts in combating all forms asLGBTQ. The Vancouver school board ig
of bullyingand discrimination,and  Harassment drives LGBTQ one of very few across the countr
their root causes - especially in ouyouth out of school. Research inthat lists gender identity as an are
Pink Shirt Day should also bring drop out at three times the nationaBut once trans students leave ou
special attentionto BillC-389. Thisaverage. A large number ofschools they are guaranteed n
federal bill would add gender Canadian and internationalprotection under the Canadiar
identity and gender expression to Human Rights Act or the Criminal
the list of prohibited grounds of h Code. The VSB is working hard to
Human Rights Act, and also add OW We safer, and inclusive places for al
gender identity and gende ot students to learn.
expression to the Criminal Code! See ’t. Ao As our motion says, we urge the
sections dealing with hate speech Senate “to consider how Bill C-389
and sentencing for crimes where willmake Canadaamore welcoming
Closerto home, during the Febyouth make up a disproportionatecitizens, but particularly for
21 meeting of the Vancouver Boarchumber of the students on thdransgendered youth who may
of Education, my motion of supportstreets. constitute a small minority of the
for Bill C-389 was passed In February 2004, the COPECanadian population but
unanimously. The motion alsoschool board passeddisproportionately drop out of
support to senators, who are novincluded the following: “the Board may then face poverty,
considering C-389, which hasis committed to establishing anddiscrimination, harassment ang
passed third reading in the Housenaintaining a positive learning hate-motivated violence.”
of Commons. environment for all students and Bill C-389 and the human rights
Why is this bill school board employees including those whoit addresses are clearly issues th
Harassment over gendenransgendered, transsexual, twoschool districts across the country
expression can be for somethingspirit, or who are questioning theirThe lives of our youth are literally at
as simple as wearing pink. Thesexual orientation or genderstake. | hope we can ensure that th
widely celebrated Pink Shirt Dayidentity. These students andCanadian Senate understands th
started when Nova Scotia Grade 12mployees, as all students andnd passes Bill C-389.
Travis Price heard that a Grade @nd work in an environment freeProgressive Electors school trustee
student had been threatened angif discrimination and in Vancouver. This article first
called a homosexual for wearingharassment... Specifically, theappeared in the Georgia Straight]
pink on the first day of school. Board will nottolerate hate crimes,online edition.)e
Shepherd and Price bought 5Q
get them on board. The next da
hundreds of students showed u
wearing pink clothing. It then
became a provincial phenomena
Canada-wide campaign, andisno
Egale’s recent national climatel™
survey determined that 95 perce
of transgender students fee| -
unsafe at school, that nine out of+
10 trans students are verbally
expression of gender, and that tw
out of five are physically harassed
due to their expression of gender
Harassment due to expressio
of genderisn’tjustexperienced by

schools. the U.S. shows LGBTQ studentsof protection for students and staff
discrimination in the Canadian make our schools more welcoming
hate was a motivating factor. studies point to the fact that suctsafer, and inclusive place for all
states the board will express thigroundbreaking policy that school because of harassment ar
business? identify as leshian, gay, bisexual fall squarely on the shoulders of
students David Shepherd andmployees, havetherighttolearn (Bouey is a Coalition of
pink shirts and e-mailed friends tqgy

aninternationally recognized day

harassed because of theif '

trans, lesbian, gay, or bisexualCOPE contingent at Vancouver Pride Parade. (PV file photo)

students. The majority of thoseharassment or discrimination, and

marked by chaos. Nor shoulditbe Clark hasmoved the HST
forgotten that Christy Clark wasreferendum up to June 24. “K i
Deputy Premier for the scandal-mperative for labour and its allies
ridden sale of BC Rail. - for all progressive voters in BC -

“Clark championed the togive thefirstsignal of resistance
giveaway of the publicly owned to the new Premier"Hammond
BC Rail to private ownership”, states. “Defeat the HST#

THE ECONOMIC
DIVIDE

' Despite the myth, wage gap
for immigrants persists

New studies suggests that the wage gap between immigran
those bornin Canada has widened, despite the myth of a multicd
Canada where everyone is equal.

As a recentGlobe and Mailcommentary noted, changes
Canada’s immigration policies since the 1960s mean that re
generations of immigrants and their children are much more like
belong to a visible minority: “Now that the eldest are in their 40s
have established themselves in the work force, it's evident
Canadian-born visible minorities (and those who came to Cana
young children) earn less than their similarly qualified wh
counterparts.”

Despite the fact that children ofimmigrant families go to univer

(ft higher rates than the rest of the population, their earnings are
han those of their Canadian-born white colleagues, by 18 perc
the case of males, and 3 percent for females.

Simon Fraser University economist Krishna Pendakur say
wage gap has increased from 1970 to the present.

“My instinct would have been to count on time to do the job

A5, Let Canadian society evolve onits own and it'll get steadily n
diverse and everything will work out. That's not what'’s going 0
Prof. Pendakur said.
There are differences between various racialized communiti¢s. A
Study by Waterloo economist Mikal Skuterud found a wage gdp of
only 8 percent for Chinese Canadians whose parents were immigrants.
For South Asians of the same generation, the gap was roughly 13
percent, and for blacks it was about 19 percent.

F There are also regional differences, according a study by Prof.
Pendakur and his brother, sociologist Ravi Pendakur. In Montreal,
the gap for men is about 30 per cent, compared to 15 percent in
Toronto, and less than 10 percent in Vancouver.

In the public sector, where employment equity law still appligs, a
StatsCan study found the wage gap for men was only 3 percent.

Prof. Pendakur is reluctant to suggest “government intervention”
in the labour market, but says that extending employment equity|laws
to the private sector might be necessary. He cites a recent stydy by
economist Philip Oreopoulos, who found that job applicants vith
English-sounding names were 40 percent more likely to ggt an
interview than those with identical résumés and an Indian or Chinese
name.

“The magnitude of the differential seems to be increasing,
decreasing. That suggests we need to take a step up and take
active public role in the private sector,” he said.

Butwhile the Harper Tory government remains in office, prog
towards employment equity for racialized communities is unlik
The Tories have attacked pay equity gains for women in the p
sector, and PM Harper opposes any measures to advance sa
economic equality as “attacks on the free market.” It may ta
change in government to open the doors to any real debate g
urgent issuee
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EDIT ORIALS

Yes, it CAN happen here

Lastyear, when the ruling class “solution” to the economic cr
was metwith anger in the streets of European cities, working pe
here looked onwith admiration, and perhaps also a bit of confu
Some swallowed them corporate lie that the “austerity” be
rammed through in Europe was somehow the fault of workers
“living beyond their means”. The old racist view that the “advanc
English-speaking capitalist countries are superior to those in
Mediterranean region was dusted off to sow divisions.

Now the widespread attack on union rights across the Un
States and in Ontario brings the impact of the capitalist crisis

our own workplaces and homes. The attack in Ireland - where

neoliberal politicians seek to raise the retirement age to 75!
connected with U.S. Steel’s theft of the pensions of Hamil

steelworkers and retirees. Everywhere, the capitalist profit ag¢nda

includes a drive to reduce the cost of labour by forcing more wor
to stay on the job as long as possible.

Similarly, transit workers in Ontario and public sector workerg i

Wisconsin are being hammered by a global capitalist agenda

Haiti

Baby Doc is back
and he's still not toilet trained

sis
ople
ion.
ng
for
pd”
the

ited
nto A
-
on

just rotten politicians. Today, nothing is safe, from

wage rates to pensions to social programs. Nothing can be g4i

countries, from India to Greece to Ireland, where workers
mounted struggles involving millions of people. Resistance is
a guarantee of victory, but failure to fight back is certainl
guarantee of defeat. This spring, the labour movementin Que
back in the streets, mobilizing to block the Charest governm
anti-working class budget. When delegates gather for the
Convention in Vancouver on May 9, the leadership shoul
compelled to learn from these examples and begin buildin
broadest possible militant fightback.

US troops coming soon?

Once again, the Harper government has signed a backroo
giving the U.S. empire further new power to intervene in Cana
affairs. Signed on Feb. 14 in Texas, the agreement paves the
the military forces of either Canada or the U.S. to send troops a
each other’s borders during an “emergency.” The agreemen
not announced by the federal government, despite (or per
because of) its grave new implications for Canadian soverei
The U.S. military’s Northern Command has publicized the agree
signed by its top officer, Gen. Gene Renuart, and Canadian Lt.-
Marc Dumais, head of Canada Command.

There is certainly wide potential for this agreement to militan]

©mikeconstable 01 2011 union-art.com

UFCW calls for Jason
| Kenney's resignation

LC wayne Hanley, the national Kenney apologized for the Harper must demand Mr.
beyresident of UFCW Canada, hasncident but refused to resign. HeKenney's resignation, not that of
thealled for the resignation of Jasorcategorized it as an unfortunate civil servant,” says the UFCW
Kenney, the Minister of mishap that he would haveCanada national president.
Immigration and Citizenship for prevented, excepthe was overseas “You cannot use your position
allowing his parliamentary office whenthe letters were sent. Insteadis a minister or as an MP to solicit
to be used in a partisan attempt tbis director of multicultural affairs, funds for a purely partisan
ddayindraise for a pre-election KasraNejatiantook the blame andnitiative,” says Naveen Mehta,
jafdvertising campaign. tendered his resignation. UFCW Canada Director of Human
yfor The callcomesinthe wake ofa “A minister is responsible for Rights.“Inalllikelihood, and based
rosgisdirected letter on Kenney’swhat happens on his watch.on the past responses of this Tory
wagpnstituency letterhead that wadNejatian’s resignation is just aGovernment, little if anything will
amentto Harper MPs, askingthemtscapegoat for  Kenney’s be done and Kenney willwalk away
ntyquickly raise $200,000to pay foranuntenable stance to takefromthisscandalwithhisjobintact.
engdvertising blitzaimed at Chineseadvantage of his parliamentaryUnfortunately, thisis the unethical
Sekouth Asian, Ukrainian and Jewislhoffice for selfish political gains. If and morally bankrupt type of
voters in ten ridings acrossthere is any degree ofgovernment that the Tories are
zeCanada: four of them in Greatertransparency or ethics left in thetrying to sell to immigrant

no

eclis

civilian responses to emergency incidents, and work is undernwa¥oronto; four on B.C.’s Lower Prime Minister’s Office, then Mr. communities.’®

on ajoint plan to protect common infrastructure such as roady
and oil pipelines. As the Council of Canadians pointedly asks,
we going to see (U.S.) troops on our soil for minor potential thre
to a pipeline or a road?”

ayMainland; and one each in

AreManitoba and Quebec.

Pats The letter also outlined the
Conservative strategy foraspring Some 5.2 million people were Inthelast25years, the civil war

Colombia: leader in forced displacement

There are other questions about this treasonous deal, wh
certainly not an agreement between equals. Since the U.S. mi
does not allow its troops to operate under foreign command, Yal
forces on Canadian soil would be beyond the control of Can
governments, despite bland assurances that “civilian authori
would be in charge of supposedly “benign cooperation.”

For several years, the trend towards closer integration o

Canadian Armed Forces into the U.S. military has been gathgrin

momentum. There is only one tragic destination to this sello

Canadian sovereignty: the elimination of any ability to control pur

own destiny in the northern half of the continent. Perhaps
Harper’'s aimisto be governor of the 51st U.S. state, but the pe
of Canada must reject such a scenario with all our power.

Ch éection, referring to a $378,000displaced from rural areas ofin Colombia has forced “11.4
Itaryre-writ” ethnic media campaign Colombia between 1985 and 2010percent of the populationto change
keg begin March 15. according to a report released irtheir residence, because their lives,
Jlan «Mminister Kenney should February by the Consultancy onphysicalintegrity or freedom were
I€Sresign without delay. He and theHuman Rights and Displacementhreatened,” says the 140-page
Prime Minister have proven once(CODHES). Colombia heads thereport, published in Spanish.
t_h%gain allthey care aboutis politicslist of countries with the greatest Half ofthe internally displaced
nd not the rules of Parliamenthumber of people forced to fleepersons fled their homes during
hich forbid the use the use oftheir homes by political violence, Uribe’s two four-year terms in
parliamentary resources forasindicatedin2009bythe UNHCRoffice. The Accion Social group
L‘gartisan purposes,” says Hanleythe United Nations refugee agencyreported that 86,312 people were
P%The Harper governmentclaimsit The study “Consolidation of displaced in 2010, but CODHES
doesn’twantan election, butintheéWhat? Report on Displacementputs the figure at280,000, based on

to

meantime the office of his Armed Conflictand HumanRightsits daily monitoring of the
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Sleeping with a
them were made in the U S, thei

Tyrant disdain for American foreign policy
Thereiswidespread alarmin thewill have deepened.

world today over the events that It is evident that the Americanll

have occurredin Egypt. The socialforeign policy strategy in the ||

political rebelliontaking place thereMiddle East is to divide andF{
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came so soon after a similarconquer the Arab states. So Egy
situation erupted in Tunisia. Aand Saudi Arabia, in particular,
pertinent question is why the USAhave become “purchased aIIies’I
has been so supportive of theof the US in their approach tol
tyrannical leader of Egypt, Hosnirecolonize in the region. Such ¢
Mubarak, who has for thirty yearscoalition is designed to keep
oppressed his people. To shovwcontemptuous states like Iran an%
support for him, the US has beeriLibyaintheir places, while ensuring
providing foreign aid (including the national security of Israel, a
military aid) to the tune of $1.3-$2.0nation that has a legitimate right td
billion a year. When protesters

Don’t miss a
single copy -
renew today!

permission provided the source is credited.
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discovered that the tear gas see LETTER, page 11
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Corporate tax cuts could be major election issue

2010to 15%in 2012 is estimated taight forces. willinclude reversing the corporateperiod. Cutting the military budget
cost $10 billion from 2011-12 to  For their part, the Liberals nowtax cuts which began under theby 75% would provide at least

The Harper governmentis being2013-14. Butthe PBO estimates thargue that the corporate tax cutsfederal Liberals, slashing theanother $40 billion over this time,
less than accurate about the cosiost would be $11.5 billion over the $16 billion F-35 fighter jet military budget, and cancelling and halting the “law and order”
of its corporate tax cuts, judgingthose three fiscal years. purchase, and huge spending oplans for a major expansion ofprojectswould save billions more.
by a report from Parliamentary The PBO says it cannot explain‘maga-prisons” will make it prisons. The Communist Party’s plan
Budget Officer Kevin Page. the $1.5 billion difference betweendifficult to maintain federal health  Corporate profits are nearingwould provide the federal gov-

The PBO released a report orthe estimates. The office has askettansfers to the provinces. Thethe pre-crisis levels of about $250ernmentwith atleast $140 billionto
Feb. 27 in response to a requedtinance to provide more detailfederal governmentis committedbillion annually. Restoring the 29% invest in social housing, child care,
from the House of Commonsregarding its figures. to increasing health transfers bytax rate on corporate profits - thgjob creation, environmental
finance committee, seeking cost Meanwhile, after years of 6% annually through to 2013-14,level of just a decade ago - wouldnitiatives, and other urgent
estimates related to corporate tawaffling on the issue, oppositionbut there are no guarantees aftdsring more than $100 billion into priorities, without adding any new

By Kimball Cariou

cuts, crime bills and the leadershave finally begunto speakhat date.
government’s planned purchaseut against the ongoing corporate By raising these issues, the
of F-35 fighter jets. tax cuts. The issue could become hiberals appear to be trying to
Globe and Mailreporter Bill hot campaign topic if Financemarginalize the NDP in the
Curry wrote that “On all three Minister Jim Flaherty’s 2011-12 impending election. NDP leader
issues, the PBOreportsthat Ottawhudget is defeated. Recentlack Layton has done little over
would only provide a smallamountspeculation is that the budget willthe past few years to focus or
of the data requested to assess thie introduced on March 22. If thethese topics, apparently trying tc
veracity of the government’s own Liberals, Bloc Quebecois and NDPappeal to the business sector ar
estimates.” vote against the budget, a federahe centre-right of the political
Thatleftthe PBO unable to priceelection would be triggered as earlyspectrum. Instead of demanding .
the justice bills, but Page’s officeas May 2. lower military spending, Layton
willprovide its own estimateonthe Speaking to a businesshas oftenjoined the callfor “better
cost of the fighter jets in the nextluncheonin Halifaxinlate February,equipment” for the armed forces,
fewweeks. Flaherty tried to deflect criticism, and his party has been reluctant t
Using recent information on condemning the former Liberal challenge the “law and order”
corporate profits, the PBO reportsgovernment of Jean Chretien forwedge politics of the Harper Tories,
that Finance Canada appears to lstashing fiscal transfers to the The CommunistParty of Canade
taking an “overly optimistic” view provinces back in the mid-1990s.s gearing up to nominate abou
of future corporate profits and taxThe cutsin Liberal finance ministertwenty candidates across the
revenue. Paul Martin’s budgets downloadedcountry if an election takes place
“Finance Canada’s estimate ofillions of dollars in health and this spring. The Party’s platform
the costs of the planned corporatsocial program spending onto the
tax rate reductions appears to berovinces and municipalities,
understated,” according to thetearing huge holes in the social
report. According to Finance safety net. But at the time, those
Canada, the Tory move to reduceuts were dismissed as insufficient
the corporate tax rate from 18% irby the Conservatives and other

Rich schools get
richer in Ont ario

Special to PV
TheToronto Stareported on Feb. 28 that “two public and ty

By John Millington, ¢

Morning Star
Britain’s workers will see ahuge L

a million dollars a year through student fees, private revenue andesolution Foundation showed

dollars.”
Other similar-sized schools report a fraction of these to
raising questions about equity in the public education syste

Iseconomic growth was strong.

25,570 poundsin 2003.

federal coffers over a four-yeartaxes for working peopl®.

~'e

£
2%

L
|

WAS THE gcomoM] Wil BeTToM YET  WATASHAY

Wage crisis looms for
British workers

mployees to 25,559 pounds fronthe effects of the recession on low-

to-middle earners. Speaking at the
UNITE union general secretarylaunch, Labourleader Ed Miliband

en McCluskey said that thesaid that people were “working

cut in their wages by 2015, as thdigures had to be putin the contexharder forlonger, forless. The central

capitalist crisis looks set to getof the VAT rise initiated by the task is to build a different sort of
0 worse. Shocking new figuresCon-Dem government at the stareconomy - with prosperity rooted
Catholic high schools in Greater Toronto are bringing in more thameleased on Feb. 28 by think tanlof the year.

in high-productivity, high-skill
“Added to the VAT rise, the industries, creating quality jobsand

fundraising, with dozens more each taking in at least half a milliorthat wages had already stoppethflation hike and changestofamilya better quality of life.”
growing as far back as 2003 - wherincomes due to hitin April following

But Miliband stopped short of

the Chancellor's assault ondemanding the end to capitalism.
The think tank also found thatsupport, we face a perfect stormfoinstead he claimed that the “task
In Toronto alone, the top 20 money-generating public schgolsworking couples with children home incomes,” said McCluskey.was to create a more prosperous

primarily in wealthy neighbourhoods, collected $4.4 million comparedcould be up to 4,250 pounds worsélfwe do notwant to force millions capitalism and also one thatis fairer
to just $103,000 for the bottom 20 schools, most in needy areps.off this year because of low wageof people and their children to livethan we had before the financial
The figures obtained by tHstar provide a school-by-schodl rises, inflation, higher taxes anda life below the breadline, thiscrisis.”
look at how $240 million in private money flows into the public benefit cuts. And as thegovernment mustthink againand Miliband’s words failed to
system across the GTA region. “School-generated funds” includ€onservative/Liberal Democratthink quickly about resetting its impress left economists who lined
student activity and athletic fees, cafeteria and vending maghineoalition government launches aeconomic course.” up to advocate a range of
profits, and money collected for field trips, book orders and chgritysavage assault on public-sector The think tank has launched aalternatives. Professor of industrial
fundraisers. spending, the foundationnew independent organisation theelations Roger Seifert said: “Ed
The four high schools in the million-dollar club include Turrjer predicted that median wages byt iving Standards Commission inMiliband is trying to rebrand new
Fentonin Brampton ($1.4 million), Mayfieldin Caledon ($1.3 million), 2015 will have fallen for full-time the hope of providing an analysis ol_abour as Keynesians with a

St. Aloysius Gonzaga in Mississauga ($1 million), and Michgel
Power/St. Joseph in Toronto ($1.3 million). These schools chpr
exam fees as high as $1,200/student for the International Baccalalire)
program, and student activity fees topping $100.
School-generated funds help cover the shortfall bet
provincial funding and the real cost of educating students.
For schools that can raise a lot of money, “it ends up beco

Minister Leona Dombrowsky, who pleaded ignorance in refusi
comment on whether the province would consider asking
schools to share with needier schools.

People for Education has been tracking trends in school-gengrat
funds since the province began asking boards to collect the datain[20

“We always used to think fundraising for extras was fine,” spid
Kidder, “But what's an extra? | think we even used to think
fundraising for playgrounds was okay, but then should kids in Ipw
income neighbourhoods have crappy playgrounds? The hafdg
guestion is where you draw the line.”

Three-quarters of Ontario secondary schools charge stdde
activity fees, but families cannot be forced to pay them, says Pgop
for Education. While schools often call such fees “mandatory”,|thg
practice is not allowed under the Education Act.
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Stuff they don't tell you!

Free land grants scam Britain’s poor

cloaest available ares, Mushoka, was unsullable with its precambrian rock

promizes of free land. Muskoka bisinessmen would gain customers and
labpurers, and do-gooder emigration socistics wouk] “solve”™ Londan’s
1) F

tivg ill-equipped iy people what hardships they facad: the swamps, the
brulal winlgrs, the isaton, despair and sconomie lailure

186E6: Lespila the fafiure of smmiler schemes i Awstralla and 1he U.o. and

human face, but fails to provide
policies and intentions that would
both curtail and regulate the
neoliberals in the marketplace as
well as significantly redistribute

income and wealth towards the
working-class.”

Seifert went on to argue that
public ownership and management
should be extended to “health,
education, local and central
government as well as transport.”

Left Economics Advisory Panel
(LEAP) co-ordinator Andrew
Fisher urged Miliband to step back
from the “third way” ramblings of
Tony Blair and to oppose the Con-
Dem cuts agenda.

University of the West of
Scotland Professor John Foster
said: “If Ed Miliband wants a ‘fairer
capitalism,” it will only be by
restoring trade union rights and
massive state intervention to rebuild
the productive economy and stop
the banks exporting capitalé
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No to US-NATO Milit ary Intervention in Libya!
No to Canadian Milit ary Involvement!

As the crisis in Libya deepens,opening stages of profound change-ussein received prior to the US4s concerned that some voices inwarships to a naval armada in

the Canadian Peace CongresHow these societies developled invasion of Iraq, and should
denounces the rapid moves byemains an open question, but twgive pause for sober reflection.
imperialist forces - including the things are already clear: first, theReports of Libyan military strikes
U.S.,E.U.,NATO, CanadaandIsraekvents in Tunisia and

-tointervene and exploitthe conflictEgypt have served as §
to their advantage. We call on thecatalyst for similar
minority Harper Conservative popular  protests
government to withdraw the throughoutthe Middle
offensive Canadian JTF-2 SpeciaEast and North Africa;
Forces who have been deployedecond, the emergenc
to the region, recall the heavilyof powerful,
armed HMCS Charlottetown andsovereigntist people’s

Libya, March 2, 201

Canadian Peace Congress
statement on events in

the broader peace movement haviaternational waters off Libya.
called for the governments of If there is to be any hope of
Canada and other countries tgeace, democracy and progressin
intervene in Libya, Libya, this interference must be
citing the doctrine of opposed and reversed. Libya must
“Responsibility to not be allowed to become a US-
Protect” or R2P. NATOmilitarybaseinNorth Africa,
While the outrage the springboard for imperialist
over reports of efforts to manipulate and corrupt
civilian deaths is thepopularmovementsin Tunisia,
understandable, the Egypt and beyond. Ostensibly,
R2P doctrine is imperialist moves to interfere in

1

refrain from deploying logistical movements posesadramaticthreatgainst unarmed civilians areframedinamannerthatignores thé&ibya emerge fromtheir opposition
air refuelling and support power,tothe balance of forcesinthe regiondistressing and such actions, ifgeopolitical realities of the currentto democratic, sovereigntist and
and halt the implementation ofwhich has until now favoured thesubstantiated, deserve strongmperialist world order. From the progressive forces in Libya and

offensive CF-18s to the region.policies of transnational energycondemnation. However, it is
Furthermore, the Canadiancorporations,the imperialist stateslangerously hypocritical to

experiences of NATO'’s throughoutthe entire region. Libya
intervention in Yugoslavia, two could serve as a dangerous

government must oppose theof Europe and North America, anddemand that Qaddafi answer folUS-led invasions of Iraq, the precedentforimperialismto block

United Nations Security Council’s
imposition of sanctions which will
only resultin the death and injur
of Libyan people, and reject an
form of foreign military intervention
including the use of no-fly zones
which will involve massive
bombardmentto neutralize existing
Libyan air defences.

component that is decidedly]
reactionary in nature. This element;
centred in Eastern Libya, includeg
the so-called “National Front for
the Salvation of Libya” which is The armament carried by the HMCS Charlottetown includes 24
funded by the National HoneywellMk46torpedoes, 16 surface-to-air missiles, 8 anti-ship
Endowment for Democracy and isharpoon missiles,six .50 caliber machine guns, a 57 mm Bofors
closely tied to anti-Qaddafi exiles;Mk2 gun, and a Phalanx close-in anti-ship weapons system
pro-monarchist forces which havemanufactured by General Dynamics.
never forgiven Qaddafi for

overthrowing the kingin 1969; andthe governmentofIsrael. Thisthreathese

allegations without

invasion and occupation ofall popular uprisings in the region
Afghanistan, and the coup in Haitiand throughout the world.
in 2004, itis very clearthatforeign Itisthe sole rightandtask ofthe
interventions under the guise ofpeople Libya to determine the
humanitarianism immediately course of their political and
transforminto violent, exploitative economic development, free from
campaigns whose aim s to controforeign interference. As the World
regions, peoples and resources fdPeace Council stated, “We
the benefit of powerful underline the right of the Libyan
international entities. By citing the people to express their anger and
“Responsibility to Protect”, the agony and their demands for
peace movement inadvertentlychangesinthe socialand economic
becomes a political fig leaf for field and their sovereign right to
imperialistintervention. determine  the political
The danger of war, including developmentsintheir own country.
the use of nuclearweapons, isverfhe [imperialist governments]
real and is being fuelled by thewhich are serving the interests of
military involvement ofthe US, EU, the multinational corporations and
NATO and Israel. There are reportsnternational capital are searching
that hundreds of American, Britishfor opportunity to take more and
and French military personnel haveopen control of the oil and gas
already landedin Libya, alongwithresources of Libya and expand
Canadian JTF2 forces, to act asheir spheres of influence.”
“defence advisors” to sections of The key responsibility of the

the Muslim brotherhood. Theseisthe primary motivator behind thedemanding that imperialist leaderghe anti-Qaddafiforces. The Unitedpeace movement in Canada is to

forces are pressing for theocraticdesperate attempts to generatanswer for their role in bombing
feudal and pro-imperialist pretexts for foreign military civiliansinYugoslaviain 1999, or
objectives, and itis they who haventerferencein Libya. for bulldozing trenches filled with
attracted the keen interest and The current efforts by Westernlive Iragi soldiers in 2003, or for

Nations Security Council hasprevent Canadian involvementin
imposed sanctions on Libya andaggressive, unjust and illegal
there are moves to militarily enforcemilitary endeavours. Inlight of this
a no-fly zone over the eastern pantesponsibility, the Canadian Peace

support of large oil corporationsgovernmentsto demonize Qaddafmassacring thousands of civiliansf the country, a military measureCongress:
and the Western governments. as a murderous madman who has US-NATO actions over the pastthat would necessarily be preceded declares its solidarity with the

Therecent, successfuluprisinggommitted crimes againstdecade, or for knowingly handing
in Tunisia and Egypt have placechumanity are eerily reminiscent ofAfghan detainees over to torture

by massive bombardment. Severdlibyan people and demands an
countries - including Canada - haveend to the bloodshed;

those countries at the delicatethe similar treatmentthat Saddam The Canadian Peace Congresalready contributed heavily armed* denounces the UN sanctions

against the Libyan people;

WFDY alarming that, under thesebelieve that only the Libyan peop
circumstances, the imperialistis able to solve its own proble
powers (USA and EU) gatheredand an intervention from NAT
inNATO have launched, throughor any military bloc could onl
the dominating media, amean death and stealing
campaign to justify an externalresources, as happened in Irag or
intervention in that country, Afghanistan.”e

fourth largest country in Africa by area, and the 17th largestinthe

" world. The capital, Tripoli, is home to 1.7 million of Libya’s 6.4

million people. The three traditional parts of the country are
Tripolitania, Fezzan, and Cyrenaica. Libya hasthe highestHDI in
Africa and the fourth highest GDP per capitain Africa as of 2009,
due to its large petroleum reserves and low population.Libya is
one of the world’s 10 richest oil-producing countries.

social and economic justig
The Congress is affiliated
the World Peace Council a
is a founding member of tk
Canadian Peace Alliance

*calls on the Canadian government
WFDY on the Sltuatlon J Crets to withdraw from its military
TUN s interference, including cancelling
. . the deployment of the HMCS
IN L|bya 1« S RIPOLI Al Bayda' Charlottetown;
Zuwdrah Al -=Misratah Jobruk * opposes any foreign military
Khums Banghazi intervention, including efforts to
The World Federation of under the pretext of defending . impose a no-fly zone over Libye.
Democratic Youth (WFDY) says the protestors’ rights. . : Sirt o A
that it has watched the recent “Inthismoment, itisimportan Ghadamis Liisl Burayga e
developments in Libya “with tounderlinethatNATO orany - Sabkhat About the
deep concern and alarm.” its members never cared whentin | Ghuzayyd
In a Feb. 28 statement, theYemen or Bahrain (allies of thg |* B
world’s largest alliance of anti- imperialist powers) brutall Sabhé Can ad Ian
imperialist youth movements, repressed the protesters in thdse
said “Itis terrible for WFDY that countries. Furthermore, it is Peace
the answer to the Libyan peopleotal hypocrisy that those sanje
demands and streetcountries (particularly inthe E Al Jawl
demonstrations has beernwith highlevel relations withth . CongreSS
repression and, in many casesggovernment of Libya are no
death of the protestors. Thispretending to be historicgl .
deserves from us our full enemies of Khadafi's rule of th Bk s The Canadian Peate
condemnation as it is country. Congresswas formed in 1949
unacceptable and represents a “Inthis situation, WFDY call . as an organization of
violation of the basic rights of for a peaceful understandi NIGER Canadian people that works
expression and freedom ofbetweenallpartsinside Libyaard : SUDAN for world peace an
association, inherent to alltotally rejects any sort of exteriqr | & ko i disarmament. We maintalin
peoples of the world. interference, particularly any s . el that peace, not militarism and
Al the same time, it is for of military intervention, as wq . o area of almost 1,800,000 square kilometres, Libyaisthe | War, is the guarantor of

democracy, humanrights, and

e.
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The root s of the revolution in Egypt

In addition (the regime) cut off in a historical scene, whichBin Aliwas animportant factor to homeless, and 500,000 reside in
the internet connection andmanifested to the whole world theinspire the Egyptian people, as igraveyards(Central Agency for
disabled all mobile networks onbarbarism and brutality ofthe rulingemphasized the capability of theMobilization and Statistics).
the eve of the January 28 “Friday ofegime, which used horses, camelsnasses to accomplish the victoryegypt comes first in terms of road
anger”, which indicated thatitwasand bullets in a clear contrastand change the fates of theimaccidents, as 8,000 get killed and
intent on committing a massacrebetween this savageness... ancountries. tens of thousands are injured every
But the people abolished that ploppeaceful demonstrations where Some numbers give indicationsyear... Egyptcomeslastamong 134
too, and defeated that gigantimot even one stone was thrownabout the growth of the states regarding the rate of the
system. They directed their anger appointment of relatives and cronies

) et . toward the oppressive figures of in various positions, 115th among
g(;lrJg[.ryS Marxist-Leninist the regime, as 2000 police vehicle 134 statesto corruption perceptions
and police stations, in addition to index (Global Competitiveness

| have come to you from Egyptthe headquarters of the ruling part Index), and 115th in the Index of
which is blazing with revolution in and its branches in theppn . & transparency and Fairness
every corner. The revolution ofgovernorates, were burned dow! (Transparency International). We
January 25, which broke out acrosas symbols and tools of daily have a child mortality rate of 50 in
the country, is a social revolutionoppression,  torture, and 1000 children, and the highest rate
launched by the youth, and thehumiliation of the citizens... of Hepatitis infection (Statement
Egyptian people ofallgroupsofmen  The fascist plot was overturned® issued by the Egyptian Minister of
and women, the old and the youthbecause of the patriotic attitude o Health). We have ten million
Muslims and Christians. Workersthe military, in which they refused unemployed between the ages of
alongside withtoilersandthemiddleto use violence against 15and 29 years, which means 22%
and marginalized classestook partidemonstrators, and because of t of the workforce. Additionally, we
a heroic epic and demonstrations ofigilance of the revolutionary have 9 million young men and
millions demanding the overthrowpeople who founded social women who passed 35 years
of the regime. committees in all the without marriage, with a

The main slogan for the neighbourhoods. Those socia maidenhood percentage of 17%,
revolution was freedom, socialcommittees protected the and many more numbers.
justice, human dignity. Thosebuildings, facilities, and citizens. The Egyptian Federation of Independent Trade Unionssupports  Add the inheritance of power to
roaring mass demonstrations After the million-strong the demands of the people’s revolution and calls for a general  Gamal Mubarak, which was being
carried on throughout thedemonstration on Tuesday,strike of Egyptian workers,” reads a banner in Tahrir Square. orchestrated, and forging elections
governorates of Egyptinacivilized,February 1, the forces of the relentlessly and systematically
peaceful and moral manner thatounter-revolution tried to norwitnessed one single accidentevolutionary crisis, and the untilthe latest elections, where the
terminated all the regime’s plotstoorganize bribed pro-dictator- of religious intolerance, or sexualdeterioration of the standard ofNDP completely dominated the
crush or oppress them using itMubarak demonstrations onharassment during the 18 days oliving as a result of the policies andparliament (97% of the total seats),
powerful security arsenal. Thebloody Wednesday, February 2..sit-ins and demonstrations untilpractices of the autocratic rulingand the control of state security
central security forces number(They) deployed criminals andthedictatorfell... [thas been proverregime allied with American officers over all political and
around 1.7 million, three times asthugs in order to dissolve theto the masses and governments afperialism, and the steadfastconomic life, professional
many as the military forces, withrevolution, and drive the theworldthe erroneousness of thexecutor of neoliberal economicsyndicates, trade unions, faculty
their arms, armoured vehicles,demonstrators away from Tabhrirlies that claimed the Egyptianpolicies imposed by the members, and civil society
bombs and live bullets coming fromSquare, which has become asymbgeople was unable to practicenstitutions of global capitalism. organizations, in addition to the
the snipers on the roofs of theof revolution and its persistencedemocracy. In Egypt, we have 48 million poor, daily practices of oppression and
buildings. But the great Egyptianand  continuity, but the TheEgyptianpeoplepaidahighand 1109 slumgReport of the tortureinside police stations under
people managed to triumph andevolutionaries stood againstprice with its resistance andInternational Monetary Fund for the emergency law for 30 years.
abolish all the conspiracies of thethose barbarians, defeated thenminsistence to overthrow theAgricultural Development)-orty All that implied it would be
counter-revolution plotted by theand liberated the “Square ofdictator Mubarak. According to percent of Egyptians are below thempossible for those circumstances
regime, its agents, secret policel.iberation”. the official statistics, the numberpoverty line, getting by onless than
the leadership of the ruling party, That bloody day was a critical of martyrs reached 365, besides dollar perday. Twelve million are
and the looters of its businessmerday to the victory of the revolution 5500 injures. Those wrote with their
blood-ink pure pages, and
achieved a dream for which the
Egyptian people had been waiting
for decades.

Yemen regime now
comans T, dioaPPEAring” activist s

have re-considered the concept of March 7 - According to Canadians for Justice and Peace in the
social revolutions which the \jddle East (CIPME), the Yemeni government has now resorted to
| pypporters of capitalism claimed «disappearing” activists calling for the resignation of President Ali

Excerpts from the speech
given by Salah Adly,
member of the political
bureau of the Communist
Party of Egypt, during a
conference of communist
and worker’s parties held
Feb. 25-26 in Cyprus at the
invitation of the AKEL, that

i
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see EGYPT, page 11

Libya: no foreign intervention
under any pretext!

Statement of the World Peace Council on the situation
in Libya and the plans for foreign intervention

The World Peace Council expresses its deepest concer
indignation with the recent and ongoing developments in Lil

protesters by the heavily armed military of Libya, as well as
suffering of the very many migrant workers forced to leave
country by the political unrest and the aggressive pressure ex
by foreign forces and media, we express our categorical rejectid
any foreign military intervention by the USA, NATO orthe EU un
any pretext.

We underline the right of the Libyan people to express their &
and agony and their demands for changes in the social and eco
field and their sovereign right to determine the political developm
in their own country and that foreign interference is boosting the
of the violence escalating into a civil war.

The Imperialists that are serving the interests of the multinati
corporations and international capital under the pretex
“humanitarian intervention”, are searching for opportunity to t
more and open control of the oil and gas resources of Libyg
expand their spheres of influence.

We denounce the military presence of warships of various NA
states and the 6th US Fleet in the international waters in front of L
which proves the preparations for a possible attack and deman
complete withdrawal from the area. Independently from the opi
one may have on the regime in Libya and its commitments
priorities inits foreign policy especially in the last years, itis the
rightand task of the Libyan people to formulate and impose wha
changes it considers necessary, without any foreign militar
political imposition.

The WPC expresses its full-hearted solidarity with the peop
Libya and foreign workers there and demands the end of the bloo
and of the military action. We express our disagreement witl
sanctions imposed by the UN Security Council which will ha

aggression can be accepted by any means!
The Secretariat of WPC March 3, 2011

While condemning the killing of hundreds of innocent civilign

mainly the Libyan people and reiterate that no foreign military

)y%ad become outdated. Those apdullah Saleh, in power since 1978. Human Rights Watch
b 'Nasses have proved that reports that at least eight people have “disappeared” in the last
th&evolution is the locomotive of three weeks after Yemeni security forces detained them in the
tnistory, as Marx said, and the tool southern port city of Aden. All are members of the Southern
ertiilfit depicts the capability of the Mmoyement, which in addition to sharing other Yemenis’ anger
N frar}asses for deep-rooted, peaceful,ahout poverty and soaring unemployment, has also criticised the
| eydemocratic change, in the face of saleh regime for discriminating against residents of southern
oppressive regimes that block all yemen, an independent republic until the 1990 union with the
he doors for the mechanism of north,
nor%ri]gnge by traditional democratic  The most prominent of the detainees is Hassan Baoum (75),
entdieans. ) chair of the Southern Movement Supreme Council. On Feb. 20
risk. The revolution of January 25 masked uniformed security forces invaded the Aden hospital and

id not happen accidentally, nor took the ailing man from his hospital bed, along with his son.
bnglid it happen by a high-level Governmentrepression hasbeen particularly harshin Aden. Most
L ofecision. Ithappened as aresult of of the 24 protesters slain in the last two weeks of national protests
ke fotal revolutionary crisis, whose  have been killed there. Local human rights organizations have
anodbjes:nve and  subjective reported to HRW that 59 protesters are being detained in Aden

conditions were available, and gjgpe.

\1¢§hich were preceded by thousands  “These forced disappearances constitute an alarming escalation
ip&f protests, strikes, and sit-ins, jn the repression, and are a particularly grave violation of
| thijth rippled the political and social ~jnternational law,” says CIPME President Thomas Woodley.
Liolre of Egyptinrecentyears, carried  CJPME believes that the Saleh government is taking advantage
angHt by workers, students, and the of the current international focus on Libya to ratchet up its own
Lol Oilers. Those protests representedsyppression of dissent, and that Western and Canadian criticism
evile alarmsfor theimminentbirth of  of the Saleh government is muted because of Saleh’s cooperation
 d is greatrevolution, whichnobody \with the US-led “war on terror.”

could predictitstiming, andwhich  Half of Yemen’s population lives below the poverty line, one-
e O§t_unned everyone withitsrichand third suffer from chronic hunger and unemployment is at 35
jst} jyerse social participation, and percent. Recent protests were sparked by a draftamendmentto the
th

ng

e tremendous abilities of the constitution that would — if passed — have allowed Saleh to run
| youth, andthe politically high roof for office for two more terms of 10 years. Despite the killings and
of demands and goals fromthe first gjsappearances, hundreds of thousands of protesters flooded the

day of the revolution... streets of various Yemen cities Mar. 4 demanding an end to
Also, the Tunisianrevolution’s - president Saleh’s 32-year rule.

success in overthrowing dictator
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“ % Global class struggle

Egyptian |abour onueque_n and Bahia Blanca. Theerious this time.” againstthe lack of jobs, poor wage#cluding cuts in public employee
- SOMU shipping workers’ union  Discussions of a Europeanand unjust working conditions in salaries.

Strugg|es continue wanted exporters to use alogisticeconomic governance andPortugal. Morethan 37,000 people The largest sector of Portugal’s
company that hires its memberscompetitiveness pact are nowesponded to a Facebook sitgobless are aged between 15 and

Egypt's Supreme Military butcalled off the protestfollowing being moved forward by EU appeal for Portugal's “Desperate24. Unemployment in Portugal in
Council, which has assumeda request from the governmentCouncil President Herman VanGeneration” to publicly vent their January this yearwas 11.2 percent,
leadership until elections are heldBoth Bahia Blanca and QuequerRompuy  and Europeanfrustration by taking to the streetsthe same as in December 2010,
has repeatedly called on Egyptiansire key movers of Argentine wheatCommission President Joseofmajor cities. The news emergedaffecting more than 600,000 people.

to “return to work,” threatening to especially since the country’sManuel Barroso. The talks focusas the prime minister and financelwenty-three percent of young

take action in the name of nationaharvest ended last month. heavily on wage restraint, raisingminister suggested taxpayersadults aged between 15 and 24 in
security. Many middle-class retirement ages and restrictingcould be asked to tighten theirPortugal are currently unemployed,
people who joined the struggle toUnionS COU|d public spending. The pact wouldbelts even further as the crisi®27.5 percent of whom have a
topple Mubarak have taken a also monitor public and private shows no sign of easing its grip oruniversity degree.

similar position. Sheikh Yusufal- plock EU summit sector wages across the bloc, forcthe economy.

Qaradawi, in his Feb. 18 address to a decentralisation of collective The “Demonstration of the WFTU Statement

hundreds of thousands in Tahrir As anger mounts againstbargaining, end the closed uniorDesperate Generation” appeal wa% .
Square, urged striking workers toEuropean economic governancehop, and weaken the indexatioriirst posted on February 11. n I—lbya
go home, stating that it isplans, Belgian workers say theyofwagestoinflation. The EuropeanDescribing the initiative as .
impossible for all demands to bewant to blockade all access taPublic Service Union, representing'nonpartisan, secular and | ne World Federation of Trade
met immediately and counsellingBrussels and paralyse thepublic-sector workers, has calledpeaceful”, the organisers whoU Mions strongly condemns the
them to be patient. European capital in an attempt toon the EU to hold referendums orcreated the appeal were surprisiﬁlg?(ej;ﬁz (')? (Is_::j):ja:a;i)rg?;gl;iznig ttr)é\t

i i i conomic governance plans. at the surge of interest. Two mai . ;
Meanwhile, the independentshut down the European Union ore o] p g i las allied with USA and Great

Egyptian federation of trade unionsMarch 24. The General Workers demonstrations will take place inB tai 4 foll dad i

have published their demandsFederation of Belgium (FGTB) Jawish and Arab Lisbon and Oporto, with smallerdrI ain and followed a ?ED an '%
including raising the minimum intends to mount barricades on rallies staged throughout thedémocratic course in favor o

wage, prohibiting pay differenceshighways coming into the city, \WOmen march country. internationalcapital. =~

in excess of 15 times between A mission statement on the /€ éxpress our solidarity and
senior managers and workers, together “Protesto da Geracao a Rasca®UPPOrtto the popular forces that

greater job security, andf ) o Facebook page reads: “We, thetruggle for working rights and
prohibiting the use of temporary ; A joint march of Arab and ynemployed, the 500-euro-earner§emocratic freedoms. A struggle
workers. More political demands Jewish women in Israel to markand other poorly paid [employees],""g‘aur‘St.me dictatorship regime of
include the right to organize International Women's Day calledthe slaves in disguise, theoaddafiis a struggle against its
independent unions, removal of for“an egalitarian society, free fromsypcontracted, the temps, the fakBC!ICY. against the brutal
corruptmanagers, the right to strike oppression and occupation.” Theself.employed, the intermittent SXPloitation, against the lack of
and dissolution of the pro- call forthe marchwas issued by thgyorkers ... mothers, fathers andiemocratic freedoms, against the
Mubarak Egyptian Trade Union Workers Advice Centre and children of Portugal. We protest; MPerialist intervention and the
Federation. The new union body Sindyanna of Gallilee. It stated: “InFor the right to employment, for SCNeme of the bourgeoisie.
says that fair distribution of wealth, these very days, marking 100 yearge right to education, forthe right 1€ Plood of the innocent
along with democratic rights, must of Women's International Day, ato improved working conditions people of Arab Maghreb will be
be one of the revolution’s priorities. new chapter is being written inand an end to instability; for thethe seed for a true democratic
Since the Mubarak regime history by millions of women and recognition of qualifications, Shange if the dictators leave
embarked in the early 1990s on the\s / men in Tunisia, Egypt, Libya, competence and experiencel®9ether with their imperialist
IMF and World Bank-sponsored Yemen, Bahrain and eisewhere. Weeflected in contracts and dignifiedP©licy. This blood ought to be the
structural adjustment programsglose the train stations, bring thesalute the workers who first raisedsalaries. Because we don'twanttG€€d for a new organised class-
Egypt has become more unequaimetro and trams to a halt and eveff’e banner of revolt in Egypt in pe forced into emigrating, draggingOrlented trade union movementin
its police forces have swelled, andshut down Brussels airport. 2008, who persisted and who nowhe country into an even deepthese countries, struggling on the
its commitmentto public education  “We need to strike a blow,” said Se€ the fruit of their sacrifices. Thissocjal and economic crisis!” side of the workers and theirrights.
as a proportion of the nationalNico Cue, secretary general of thdS the springtime of the peoplesin - Another protest has been calleq-zht.a World Federation of Trade
budgetand Egypt's GDP decreasethetalworkers' section of the unionthe Arabworld, opening agatewaytor March 19 by the country’s Jnionwill supportthis effortby all
substantially, from 16% in 2005 toon March 3. “The Sarkozy-Merkel Of hope for all. Atlastwe may darejargest labour federation toMeans possible.
11.9%in2008. Meanwhile, 40%ofduo is trying to impose a t0 believe that we can determingjenounce austerity policies, Athens, Feb. 23, 2011, WFTU
the population have been reducedompetitiveness pact that could@ur destinies, securing the right to Secretariat
to living on $2/day or less, evenundermine automatic indexing oflive and work in dignity.

though during the last 20 yearssalaries and threatenthe retirement ‘It is inspiring to see Arab . . -
the economy grew substantially. age of 65. This subjectwill be foundWomen marching at the head of thg Many items in our Global Class

on the menu at the EU summit orProtests, breaking the boundarie Struggle" Column are from the

: March 24-25to be heldin B | of patriarchy, tribalism and g
Argentine dockers o nion did not wantfundamentalism that have bee Labour S tart website,
reach wage deal a march through the city endingimposed on them for generations www .labourst art.org

with everyone heading home withThese women are securing a plac
Argentine dock workers little achieved: “While this could inafuturedemocraticsociety where
reached a wage deal on March &e aroutine demonstration, startinge€nder equality will be a supreme

and called off a three-day-oldfrom the Gare du Nord [the city’s Value, protecting the achievement Send me information on the

protest that paralyzed two majomorth train station] to Gare du Midi ©f the revolution. .
soy export terminals and stoppedits south train station], we believe  “We, Arab and Jewish women Communist Party of Canada
20 grain ships from loading. Thethat it takes some other actionOf the Workers Advice Center and
blockade by members of a dockmore determined.” Sindyanna of Galilee, are proud af
workers’ C.OOperatlve gridiocked ~Other unions are Cor_15|der|ng\|Nhatwe see happening around " The CPC does much more than run candidates in elections. We think thefight
two crushing plants and exportthe proposal, including thet ncourages us to continue ou against big business and its parties is a year-round job, so our membefs are
terminals in the Rosario agriculturalcountry’s Christian trade union, Struggle in Israel. On the 8th off & e ross the country, to build our party and to help strengthen people’s
hub, one of the world’s largest andhe CSC, which has approacheMarCh we shall make a marCh of  movements on awide range of issues. All our policies and leadership arf set
the main exit point for Argentine the European Trade UnionWomen - Araband Jewish, migran§ - gemocratically by our members. To find out more about Canada’s part} of
soy. Congress to organise a large-scaWworkers andrefugees - fortherighl - socialism, contact the nearest CPC office.
“Today we're pleased becauseaction the same day. France’s CG 10 workin dignity and to organize. Central C ittee CPC

we've reached a deal and theinion is also looking into backing We shall do so in solidarity with 290A Danforr]tf:iveo'lmorpolnteonN K NG
protest measures are beinglifted ithe idea. The ETUC was schedulei?Orking women the world over. |\ %0 (=5 20 b o . communist-party.c
Terminal 6 and Cargill,” Herme to take a decision on March 8We ask women in our region ang pe-pec. ' party.c
Juarez, head of the dock workersalthough it is thought that GermanPeyond to join their voices with

~N

The Communist Party of Canada, formed in 1921, has a proud history of
fighting for jobs, equality, peace, Canadian independence, and socialfsm.

. . . ; i itari Parti Communiste du Quebedsectiondu  Ottawa CPC

cooperative, told the media. Theunions may oppose such plans.0urs in calling for an egalitarian| [t " EEE C%nada(;( Tel: 613-232-7108
blockade by members of the One union source said, “Thesociety, free from oppression ang  s3so ave bu Parc, Suite "c" Manitoba Commitiee CPC
cooperative targeted a terminaldea is that leaders can't get in ofccupation, inwhich both peoples e 387 Selkirk Ave., Winnipeg, MB, R2W 2M3
north of Rosario shared by Bungeout of the city. If the airport is shut ISraeli and Palestinian, may livel = "~ ° " Tellfax: 204-586-7824
and Argentina’s AGD, and anotherdown, if there’s no fuel for the together in peace. 706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, BC, V5L 331 Ontario Ctee. CPC
nearby facility operated by Cargill. planes, if no air traffic controllers _ Tel: 604-254-9836 E-mail: cpbe@telus.net  250%, Danforth Awe., Toronto, MK ING
The two terminals account forareworking, ifthe Eurostaris down,Facebook f|ght Edmonton CPC _

b 9 icanth ' W h Box 68112, 70 Bonnie Doon PO Hamilton Ctee. CPC
about 16% of the South Americanthey can’t meet. We can stop t erg:) B 265 Melvin Ave., Apt. 815
country’s soyoil-processing before they cancome... Evenif welY Portuguese Tel: 780-465-7893 Fax: 780-463-0209  Hamilton, ON,
capacity. Argentina is the world’s have a march of 100,000 peoplj obles Calgary CPC Tel: 905-548-9586
biggest supplier of soyoil andfromallacross Europe, they won’ S Unit #1, 19 Radcliffe Close SE, Atlantic Region CPC

i , Calgary, AB, T2A 6B2 Tel: 403-248-6489 50X 70, Grand Pré, NS, BOP 1M0

soymeal. listen. ltwon’tchange much. They ' AB, : Telffax: 902-542-7981

Tens of thousands of peoplq s.catchewancrc
ave pledged to take part in| Email:<mail@communist-party-sk.ca>
emonstrations on March 12\ j

Earlier on March 4, portworkers couldn’t care less. We need to dch
suspended a brief protest thasomething that willmake them payy
halted shipping activity inthe portsattention. We really need to get
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Egypt and Iran: giant s of the Middle East

B : headed by the autocratic shah. Kahrizak prison for torture. meaning that US Secretary of State a clear indication of the West's
y Jane Green, Morning ! : - : ; . .
Star (UK) He himself was ov_erthrown by Now it appears j[hat Iran’s Hllla(y Clinton’srecent comments real intentions. .
a popular revolution in 1979. Buttheocratic dictatorship hopes tabackingdemonstrators playdirectly People across the Middle East
Egypt and Iran have long beerhopes of progressive change werdecapitate the popular movemeninto the hands of the regime.are striving for a national united
sleeping giants of the Middle Eastcrushed when the uprising washy targeting the movement’sUndoubtedly her words will be front against the ruling
Throughout history they haveusurped by Islamic leaders and is calling for theirrecalled by Tehran's torturers anddictatorships and for true
been major Middle Eastern powersfundamentalists. Washingtonexecution. Karoubiand Mousavi'swill be repeated in forced democracy and socialjustice. Such
significant centres of trade, sciencésecame the great Satan and Irahomes have been cut off,confessionsandshowtrialsbeamed decisive shift, driven by the
and religion. began a disastrous, destructiveurrounded by plain-clothesto the country’s TV screens. people, in Egypt and Iran would
Both fell prey to the imperial war with its neighbour Iraq that security agents posing as Thelevelofoutsideinterferencechange the map of the region
interests of Britain - Iran for its oil, had been orchestrated by the Westdefenders of Islam and theremains key to determining thedramatically. Not only would it
Egyptforits natural resourcesand For the past 30 years both Irarrevolution,” and a news blackoutscale of the changes in Egypt oweaken the base for Islamic
strategic location. Both hit back. and Egypt have been dominatedmposed. Iran. Washington is being forcedfundamentalism, but it would
Egypt declared itself an Arabby autocratic regimes. And now Yet events in Egypt and acrosgo change tactics by the power obtrengthen the case for Palestinian
republicin 1953 and expelled Britishboth have the chance of decisivehe Arab world continue to inspire popular movement. Where once itutonomy and help rein in the
forces three years later, shortlychange. the Iranian protesters. If masswas able to directly back life-long voices of zionist extremism.
before president Gamal Nasser This bubbled to the surface inprotests could remove Mubarakdictatorsitnow wantsto shapethe The importance of these
nationalised the Suez canal, avitalran in June 2009, when popularafter 30 years, the same could beeaderships and organisationgeople’s struggles for the region
asset for world shipping. opposition to the “re-election” of true ofthe Ahmadinejad regime andvhich have ousted them. and world cannot be understated.
And, as Egypt was asserting itPresident Mahmoud Ahmadinejacthe conservative clergy backingit. The West's policy objective is Neither can the need for sustained,
national independence, so too wasparked protests as widespread as The regime is keenly aware ofto limit the desire of the masses t@enuine support from progressives
Iran. It had not been occupied bythey were unexpected in a countrythis. However, its own policies force fundamental socioeconomidn the West to ensure that the
British forces, but its corrupt which did not tolerate masshave created the conditions for yethanges that would threaten itgyoals of democracy and self-
leadership had served as a willinglemonstrations. The Greenmore unrest. “vital interests.” In Egypt this determination are achieved.
client of the empire. Leader Movement, headed by “defeated” Ahmadinejad’s recent means that protests must not (Jane Green is UK national
Mohammed Mossadeq set out ompresidential candidates Mehdineoliberal economic “shock become trade union-led strikes. officer ofthe Committee for Defence
adifferentcoursein 1953whenh&karoubi and Mir Hossein therapy,” which removed or As for Iran, its increasingly of the Iranian People’s Rights.
nationalised the oil industry. Mousavi, along with his wife Zahra restructured subsidies, is causingrganised labour movement isFor further information, visit
Nasserremained in power despit®ahnavard, had provided a focusvidespread price increases and irarely discussed by mainstreanwww.codir.net.)®
the best efforts of Egypt’s formerfor decades of frustration amongresulting in growing hardship andnoliticians and the Western media
imperial masters. He trod a morethe Iranian people. discontent - key factorsin Egypt’s
independent path until his death, And the protesters returned touprising. And, like Egypt, Iran has
but Anwar Sadat’s rise to power inthe streets on February 14, striking significant working-class base
1970 redirected the country to thea major psychological blow againstcapable of wielding its industrial
West. Hosni Mubarak’s 1981 the government. Despite waves opower to advance demands fo
takeover consolidated Egypt'sarrests, executions and attemptgreater economic justice througk
position as a key Western ally in theby the regime to label them foreigntrades unions.
Arab world. agents, this popular movementhas Much of this organisation
Oil-rich Iran was to have a continued. remains clandestine due to the
different fate. Its attempts to take So too has Tehran’snature of these regimes. But it
charge of its own resourcesrepression. The past two weeksemains disciplined and has the
provoked a coup, inspired by thehave seen a fresh crackdown byotential to play a decisive role in
US and Britain, which overthrew the regime, including massthe direction of current events.
Mossadeq'sdemocratically electechrrests. Detainees have been Iran remains content to blame
government and installed aregimeransferred to the notoriousoutside forces forits internal crisis,

Gulf spill to have lasting imp  act

fund that the Gulf will recover by The deadly layer was apparently

_ Arrests Increase
thee_n.d of 2012. . deposited between June and -
ilonsafbanessofalspenca sepenter 2010 samves et @ Stakes 1N lran

deepwater well some sealife stillremained.
rupturedin April2010.  Joye and her colleagues used
Assessments of thethe Alvin submersible to explore
clean-up which the lowest layer of water around
followed have focused the well head, known as the
on the surface oil, but benthos.
much oil remains at  “The impact on the benthos
lower depths. was devastating,” she told BBC
Prof.Joyetolda News. “Filter-feeding organisms,
recent American invertebrate worms, corals, sea
Association for the fans-allofthoseweresubstantiallyb
Advancement of impacted-andbyimpacted, | mean
chain will affect other Science conference in essentially killed. Another critical
species, warns Prof. Washington that it point is that detrital feeders like
Joye, disputing an assessment byay be a decade before the fulsea cucumbers, brittle stars that
British Petroleum’s compensationeffects on the Gulf are apparentwander around the bottom, I didn’t
see aliving (sea cucumber) around
on any of the wellhead dives.
They're typically everywhere, and

EGYPT

2010\ Tewl Them [ke're

HERE o encure THe
e

PV Vancouver Bureau

Lastyear’s Deepwater Horizon
disaster “devastated”
marine life near the oil
spill in the Gulf of
Mexico. Studies using
a submersible found a
layer of dead animals
and oil up to 10 cm
thick in places,
according to
Samantha Joye of the
University of Georgia. [
The removal of these |
animals from the food

Mir Hussein Mousavi and Medhi Karoubi, candidates in Iran’s
controversial June 2009 presidential election, and leaders of the
opposition Green Movement, have been arrested. The two men had
been under house arrest since Feb. 14, when protesters returned to the
streets and the Green Movement renewed its call for the resignation
of president Mahmoud Ahmadinejad.

The Iranian Ministry of Intelligence had suggested that Mousavi
was colluding with banned organisations to subvert the Islamic
Republic.

Jamshid Ahmadi, Assistant General Secretary for the London-
ased Committee for the Defence of the Iranian People’s Rights
(CODIR), condemned the arrests.

“Itis clear that the regime is inventing pretexts on which to arrest
these men because of the influence they have with the popular
movement”, he said. “Events across the region have the leaders of the
Islamic Republic worried as they can see the outcomes of popular
protestin Tunisia, Egypt and Libya. Mousavi and Karoubi should be
released immediately and be allowed to play a full part in the true
democratisation of society in Iran.”

BP directors get huge bonuses

The Common Dreams website reports that two of British
Petroleum’s senior directors have taken bonus payments for their
work in the year of the Gulf of Mexico oil spill. Byron Grote,
finance director, and lain Conn, head of downstream, had their
$1.3 million and $1.2 million salaries and benefits topped up
with rewards of $640,000 and $500,000 respectively.

BP’sannual reportalso revealed that Tony Hayward, the former
chief executive during the crisis, left the board in October with
$3.2 million in salary and severance payments, plus a $950,000
annual pension.

Accordingto the report, Dudley denied himselfabonusin what
was a “painful year” for BP. But he is still potentially eligible for
up to 581,084 shares, currently worth $4.4 million, on top of a
$1.6 million salary.

Andy Inglis, the head of exploration and production who left
following the crisis, was given a $1.1 million pay-off, and an extra
$315,000 for “repatriation costs” on top of his $1,180,000 salary
and benefits. Carl-Henric Svanberg, the chair of BP criticised for
his handling of the disaster, took home a $1.2 million package,
plus $140,000 in relocation costs. @

we saw none.”

Organisms on the seafloor |
stimulate the activity of micro-
organisms and oxygenate the
sediments. The lack of live
organisms at the bottom of the
aquatic food chain inevitably has
longer-term effects on species
nearer the surface. After teexon
Valdez spill in Alaska, it took
several years before itbecame clear
that the local herring industry had
been destroyed.

Earlier in February, the
administrator of BP’s $20 billion
compensation fund claimed tha
the Gulf of Mexico will recover
from the spill by the end of 2012.
But Prof. Joye says that “it's going
tobe 2012 before we beginto reall
see the fisheries implications and
repercussions from this.”

“We fear a repeat of the situation in 1988,” continued Ahmadi,
'when the regime executed thousands of political prisoners in order
to terrorise the opposition into submission. The record of the Islamic
Republic on humanrightsis bleak. They are not beyond repeating such
tactics.”

CODIR is urging all democratic individuals and organisations, in
particular the labour movement, to send letters to Iranian diplomatic
missions and embassies to demand that the regime release Mousavi
and Karoubi and to halt its attacks on human rights.

REDS ON THE WEB

www.communist-party.ca
www.peoplesvoice.ca
www.ycl-ljc.ca
www.solidnet.org
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The West's hypocrisy on the Bomb in Korea

apparently alsohanded outa survep be against such a plan, and thplenty nearby, and that has been It hardly matters if the desire to
which purports that two-thirds of South Korean regime certainlythe case for decades. bring nukes back was genuine, or

The U.S. government recentlySouth Koreans would favour theconsiders an absence of nuclear Therein liesthe very reason forthat Seoul denies any such official
announced that it has no intentiorpresence of nuclear weapons.  weaponsto givethemthe moralhighhe North’s nuclear program.plan. Nor does it matter that the US
of reinstalling tactical nuclear The right-wing media has seenground. Atthe sametime, they makd?yongyang is acting primarily to denies such plans. The point is to
weaponsin South Korea. Evidentlya flurry of pro-nuclear weapon it clear that South Korea is alreadydeter major U.S.-South Koreanfuelanti-Northjingoism, by exploiting
this statement was deemedrticlesinrecentweeks. In Januarywithinthe USA’s nuclear umbrella. military aggression. The Souththe hypocritical notion that it's okay
necessary due to recentcomments columnist for theChosun Ilbo In other words, the immediateKorean government turns thisfor some countries to possess such
by right-wing South Korean openly called for South Korea topresence of nukes is irrelevantargument on its head, making itweapons, butnotothers. Since South
politicians, to the effect that thedevelop the bomb to escape thsince the U.S. military can attackseem as though the South needskorea already has the guidance of
country should be armed with“hypocrisy trap” of making from wherever it wants. The deterrent, in a despicable bid tahe U.S. and the “umbrella” of its
nuclear weapons to counter thelemands on North Korea withoutannouncement that the U.S. willonce again shift blame and drunrmukes, these methods are all the
supposed threat from North Koreaever following through. The writer not redeploy is doubtless aup more anti-North sentiment.  more shameless.

A number of national assemblysuggested that the weapons woulcecognition of the fact they have
members from South Korea'srulingnot be “offensive or defensive”, no need to do so. . .
Grand National Party (GNP), aswellbut would ensure “balance” and  Naturally, there is tremendous OUECry against fatwas in Bangladesh
as the conservative media, havaegotiation, in the manner of theirony and hypocrisy in this
been arguing in favour of Cold War arrangements betweersituation. South Korea is taking Big News Network.comA demand to prohibit Muslim clergy from
developing nuclear weapons, or athe USA and USSR. Similar the usual path of playing the victim issuing fatwa is gathering momentum in Bangladesh, where 503
least having the US redeploy itssentiments have been put forwaravhen itis among the perpetrators.women have been subjected to public flogging since the year 2000.
weapons which were removed inby GNP representatives. The South does not need nuclearThe issuing of religious edicts has not yet been banned, although a
the 1990s. GNP representatives Majority opinionin Seoul seemsweapons because the US hashigh court declared it illegal in 2001.

The issue erupted again following the death of a girl from
CPC-PCC

By Sean Burton

Shariatpur, who was raped by a neighbour and then whipped 100
times after a fatwa was issued. After about 80 lashes she fell
unconscious and died a day later in hospital. The case caused a
national outcry after it was found that the police and the hospital
colluded with the family of the alleged rapistto deny any wrongdoing.
The Dhaka High Court has ordered reopening of the case and
begun probes against the police and the hospital authorities.

In 22001 judgment, Judges Mohammad Gholam Rabbani and

Jeanne Corbin: working
classorganizer

90

Our series of articles markingincluded raising funds for the three monthsinjail, she returned to Nazmun Ara Sultana declared that the “legal system of Bangladesh

Timmins to work in the Workers’ empowers only the courts to decide all questions relating to the
Communist Party of Canadaand campaigning forthe CanadiarCo-operative Store. legal opinions onthe Muslim and other laws in force in Bangladesh.”
continues with the story of a partyLabor Defence League, the AsLanningwrites,“Corbinwas  Thatjudgment was stayed by the Supreme Court, after violent
militant who became known to organizationled by Rev. A.E. Smithliving what she loved, not because clashes between police and demonstrators following the verdict.
many Canadians a few years ago working among the unemployed But the incident of the teenager who was whipped to death has
with the publication ofRed and exploited was something like anow brought the country's social system, state machinery and
Travellers: Jeanne Corbin and religious vocation, but because performance of law enforcers into question. e

Her Comrades.This important her vision was so evidently

book by Andrée Lévesque adds t oriented to a socialist future out of

the rich historical study of women a miserable capitalist present.” Seeger baCkS B DS movement

who made a profound contributio Lévesque and other authors

the 90th anniversary of theparty’s newspapefThe Worker

to the early revolutionary
movement, such as Annie Buller
Becky Buhay and Florence
Custance, and Canada’s firs
Communist MP, Dorise Nielsen.

Bornin1906in Cellettes, France
Jeanne Corbinimmigrated with he
familyto Albertain1911. There are|
few biographical details about
Corbin’s early years, but most of 3aanne Corbin
the Europeanimmigrants who were

have devoted much attention t
the role of Communist women
during this period. Looking back
through the very different prism of
later decades, some have argue
that issues of women'’s inequalit
were downplayed in a party largel
composed of male industrial
workers. But from another
perspective, Corbin and her siste
comrades were pioneers in 4

Folk music legend Pete Seeger
has officially joined the Boycott,
Divestment and Sanctions
campaign to pressure lIsrael
through economic means for its
anti-Palestinian policies.

Seeger, now 92, has been a
progressive and anti-war activist
since the mid-1930s. In the 1950s
he was interrogated by the
McCarthyist House Unamerican

Activities Committee, and his
career suffered the effects of the
Cold War. His songs “We Shall
Overcome,” “Turn, Turn, Turn,”
“If | Had a Hammer” and “Where
Have All the Flowers Gone” have

lured to “settle” the prairie lands which defended radicals facingbroader cultural shift which
taken from the Indians and Métislegal charges. Corbin herself washallenged prevailing gende
faced terrible obstacles in theirfirst jailed in 1929, ironically for norms and stereotypes.
struggles to overcome poverty. leadingarally duringaFree Speech Tragically, Corbin’s life and
Seekingtoimprove her chanceonference in Toronto, wherecontributions were cut short by
in life, Corbin’s parents sent her topolice arrested 15 people to enforcéuberculosis. Unfortunately, she
school in Edmonton at the age of bylaw which prohibited outdoor had been reluctant to seek € Seeger all become anthems for peace
15. According to Levesque’s meetings of Communists. consistent medical care during her movements and civil rights.
research, “Beginning in 1922 she Corbintoured northern Ontarioyears of constant political activity. ~ Seeger contributes half of the royalties from “Turn, Turn Turn” to
had been in contact with certainand western Canada fofhe As Norman Bethune stressedthe Israeli Committee Against House Demolitions (ICAHD). He has
Communists who were lodging inWorker, and then began a period intuberculosis was largely analsosupported projects of the Jewish National Fund’s U.S. branch, but
the same boarding house as sh&Jontreal where she organized thé¢environmental” disease, curablehas withdrawn to protestthe JNF’s role in driving Bedouins out of their
the Astor House on 103rd Avenue Québecois working class throughfor the wealthy and deadly for theNegev areas in Israel. After arecent meeting with Jeff Halper, coordinator
She became amember ofthe Younthe Workers’ Unity League. Her poor. The death rate from TB duringof ICAHD, Seeger said his participation in the JNF project had been
Communist League and, when sh&vork took her to mining and lumberthis period was more than four timesnisunderstood, and announced his support for the BDS campaign.
turned eighteen, joined thetownsacrossnorthern Ontario andhigher in Quebec than Ontario.
Communist Party. During her lastQuébec, such as Timmins and Tomake mattersworse, Corbin’g
year at Victoria High she wasRouyn-Noranda. Fluently doctorin Timmins missed the earl
actively involved in organizing the bilingual, she founded and editedvarnings of her disease. By 1942
Young Pioneers...” In 1927 andthe party’sL’Ouvrier canadien her faltering health was|
1928, shetook classes atthe Partyi€anadian Worker) newspaper inrunmistakable, and she was
summer campin Sylvan Lake, undeMontreal, at the age of 24. Short ofadmitted to the Queen Alexandrg
the direction of Beckie Buhay. funds, and facing repression bySanatorium in London, Ontario.| Sl
By the time Corbin received herthe police and the Catholic Church;There she kept on top of eventgs
teaching credentials, she wad. 'ouvrier canadian did not through left-wing publications andf
already on an RCMP blacklist. survive long. But eventually a newletters from comrades, and helpe
Instead, she became a full-timgpaper was published,a vie organize a patients’ association
revolutionary. As Robert Lanning ouvrier, and the Communists But the advances in TB treatmen
wroteina 2008 review féteople’s continued to organize amongcame too late, and she succumb
Voice before her untimely death, French-speaking workers. As into the disease in May 1944.
“Corbinhad become amodel of thethe rest of Canada, these were years A.E. Smith, Tim Buckand Annie
working class organizer of theofintense working class strugglesBuller spoke at Jeanne Corbin’s
1920s and 30s: writing, speakingto block evictions, organize funeral, and she was buried in Park

“March of the Red Carnations”
raising money, demonstrating,"hunger marches”, and defendLawn cemetery in Toronto, where commemorates Ali Primera
teaching, knocking on doors andarrested comrades. her grave is simply marked with a

spending time in jail.” During the lumber workers’ small stone numbered “4427”. ButAli Primera died on February 16, 1985, but remains one of the

As the Dirty Thirties began, strike of 1933 in Abitibi, Corbin as Becky Buhay wrote in hermost popular Venezuelan singers and is a national icon. A
Jeanne Corbin quickly became onevas accused of inciting riot and ofobituary, “Thousands will member of the Venezuelan Communist Party, his songs are
of the most committed and talentedllegal assembly, acommon charggemember Jeanne, a devotededicatedtothemessuch as poverty, inequality, exploitation, and
young activists in the communistagainst WUL organizers duringworker and a fighter for the peopleresistance. On Saturday, February 19, Venezuelans marched
movement. Her assignmentshe Depression era. After servingand for the workers & from Primera’s house to his grave, in Paraguana, Falcon state.
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Egypt: the seeds of revolt...

continued from page 7

to keep on. The revolution wasterrorism, and religious tension,eliminated tooe
inevitably imminent, asits objective

conditions were present, as Mar
said. The people and the yout
couldn’t keep living the same way|
as before, their future was
darkened, and the regime along
with its institutions had become
unable to rule using the past way{
on account of their senility,
mouldiness, internal conflicts, and
its dependence on the oppressi
mechanism.

Also the availability of the
revolutionary moment played a
major role, due to the accumulatio
of the activity of political forces,
and the crystallization of
alternative political, economic and
national programs. Thus one ca
confidently say thatis arevolution
that has its own trait, not just a
movement or an uprising.

The Egyptian people, during
the revolution days, proved thaf
decades of hard years could ng
terminate their ethical features

People's Voice Crossword
By David Tymoshchuck
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their tolerant habits, and their — — —
insistence... The military’s attitude ' '

has also contributed to the m ; ;6 g .
accomplishment of the peopieq | |~ | " " " [ " " " [ [ "
demands, and the overthrow o ‘

the regime. Egyptians have alsd

proven through
demonstrations of millions that at bottom of this page.

the revolution is ongoing. The - -
slogans of the revolution chanted E d 7 S L L b iz e
and insisted on by the public wer
inspirational. Atthe same time, it
wasn’t possible for any political
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Prevent an imperialist
milit ary “solution” in Libya

force to claim they had mobilized promoted and used by the regim
the masses. Theillusions of chaogp intimidate the people, have bee

Issued by the Central Executive
Committee, Communist Party of

conditions have also fed the fire ofnotorious CIA-conduitwhichfinances

South Africa Yesterday,
Today, and Tomorrow, Fri.,
March 11, 7 pm, 706 Clark Dr.
South Africa under apartheid,
andwhereitis going. Alsoreport
from delegates to 17th World
Festival of Youth & Students
held last December in South
Africa. Sponsored by Young
Communist League of BC.

March Against Racism,
Sunday, March 20, 2 pm, from
Waterfront Skytrain (601 W.
Cordova), call 604-715-6990 for
info.

Left Film Night/Pasta Dinner
for People’s Voice, 6 pm,
Sunday, March 27, tickets $12,
followed by Left Film Night at 7
pm, 706 Clark Drive. For info,
call604-255-2041.

Migrant Workers: Equal in

Rights? Public forum on class
action suit against Denny’s
Restaurants, Wed., March 23,
6-9 pm, Cracked Ice Lounge,
Sheraton Wall Centre, 1088
Burrard St. For info contact
Migrante BC, 604-254-5850.

Cuba’s Health Solidarity in
Haiti, a first-hand account of

its Solve the puzzle starting with these clues; see solutionCuba’s health brigades, Dr.

Alvarez Consuegra, participant
inHenry Reeves Medical Brigade
in Haiti, Sat., April 2, 7 pm,
Maritime Labour Centre, 1880
Triumph. Call Canadian-Cuban
Friendship Association Van-
couver, Ray, 604-254-1350.

Winnipeg, MB

Marxismcourse, classesbegin
early2011. Pre-registerwiththe
Communist Party, 586-7824 or
cpc-mb@mts.net.

Toronto, ON

Cuba’s Health Solidarity in
Haiti, a first-hand account of
Cuba’s health brigades, Dr.
Alvarez Consuegra, participant
inHenry Reeves Medical Brigade
in Haiti, Friday, March 25, 7:30
pm, Steelworkers Hall, 25 Cecil
St. Admission free, sponsored
by Canadian-Cuban Friendship
Association Toronto,
www.ccfatoronto.ca, ph. Liz Hill,
416-654-7105.

Our City, Our Services, Our

Future, April9 Community Day
of Action at City Hall to defend
good jobs, public services and
greener cities. For info on the
rally and buses to Toronto,
contact Eddie Ste. Marie (CLC),
416-441-3710 x226 or Laurie
Hardwick (OFL),416-571-3087.

Montreal, QC

Palestinians And Jews

United, boycott/disinvestment/
sanctions picket, every
Saturday, 1-3 pm, outside Le
marcheur, at Duluth & St. Denis.

Support the
2011 PV Fund
Drive for
$50,000.

Send your
contribution
today!

revolt. The social advances ushered icounter-revolutionary forces around 1 1 I' S
by the 1969 revolution which the globe (in Cuba, Venezuela, etc.)} People Q/OICe dead IneSD
overthrew the monarchic regimeThe NFSL has maintained a para
significantly improved the living military training base for a “liberation
The uprising against the Qaddafi-conditions of the Libyan working class. army” across the Libya-Egypt border|
led regime and the resulting armed~inanced largely through the revenuesgor years, armed and financed by U.S}
conflict in Libya is growing more of the nationalized oil industry, imperialism.
intense, and the danger of foreignuniversal access to quality healthcare, These are the reactionary force
military intervention by the major education (including post-secondarywhich the imperialist powers are
imperialist powers including Canadastudies) and social services were alhctively supporting and promoting - a|
looms larger with each passing daygreatly expanded and improved, anguppet “government-in-waiting” that
Indeed, NATO commandoes arethe realincomes of the people soared,.S.imperialism andits allies, including
already reported to be inside thehelping Libyaachieve the highestlevelCanada, plan to impose on the Libyan .
country, training the insurgent forcesof GNP per-capita income and humarpeople once they have crushed th1_ h d
in Eastern Libya, and a massive navatlevelopment index ranking in all of Qaddafiregime. Inthis sense, itis fully etter to t e e Itor naa
armada is being assembled offshoré\frica. However since the early 1990s,accurate to speak of an imperialist
preparing for a full-scale assault.  there has been a steady rollback imonspiracy to impose its own solution
The turmoil and resulting loss of progressive social policies, under thehrough military force - either
life in Libya is horrendous and deeplytutelage of the IMF. A number of key unilaterally or under the cover of the
regrettable; however this crisis mustindustries where privatized, wealthUN Security Council - with the aim of _ _ e ; o .
be resolved by the Libyan peoplebecame ever more concentrated in theecuring Libya’s oil resources, andeX'St' Ov_errlt_jlng all qther thelrpolltleal lexicon.
themselves, not through foreignhands of the well-connected,tilting the political-economic and ConS|derf':1t|0nS|Sthe USObJeCt.Ive As | listened to Obama.’ I
interference. The Communist Party ofunemployment (especially amongstrategic balance of forces throughouPf €nsuring a safe and plentifulthought about the US foreign
Canada is categorically opposed toyouth) grew substantially, and socialthe region back in its favour. supply of petroleum from the policy: mainly irrational (Russia
imperialist intervention in any form, disparities widened along both class That is why it is absolutely crucial Middle East. must reduce its nuclear arsenal,
or under any pretext. and regional lines, aggravating long-that the peace movement and all When President Barack Obamaut Israel and the UK can keep
Efforts to mediate a peaceful,standing tribal relations inside theprogressive, anti-imperialistand peacerecently gave his state of the uniortheirs), immoral (as in the case of
political settlement to th.e confl!ct country. loving .people across Canada dajddress, he focused mainly ornhe illegal war against Irag) and
under the aegis .Of the Af”(.?an Unlqn There can be no dOUbt that th?sieveryt.hllng pOSSItl)lle to R‘rever!'[ SE’JCh alaomestlc |Ssues that were Surely atrateg|ca"y bankrupt (typ|ca”y
have been stymied by the imperialispolitical and ~socio-economic imperialist-led military “solution” to - iqrity of the American people, resorting to “gunboat diplomacy,”
powerswhlchseekto|mposeam|l|ta!'ygr|eva_ncesand contradictions Ialdthehe Libyan crisis, ‘r‘]ypocrltllcallly and would be important to him, as in the case of North Korea's
solution that would advance theirobjective basis for the resulting protestdisguised as a “humanitarian . . )
economic and political interests notmovement. The unacceptable actionintervention”;toopposethethreatenecpersona”y’ ifhe deC|deq totry foraggresspn toward South Korea).
only in Libya but also throughout ofthe Qaddafi-led regime in violently imposition of a “no-fly zone” which @ Sécond term. He said nothingAnd, as is too often the case, a
North Africa and the Middle East as asuppressing the largely peacefulwould constitute an act of war under@bout the oppression of thedestabilizing influence at various
whole. protests further inflamed the situation,international law; to condemn the EQyptian people and what the USoints around the Earth. Egypt’'s
The mainstream corporate mediawidening the social base of theaggressive role of the Harpermight do to ameliorate thatrole as a crony of the US is a
equates the uprising in Libya with theopposition. Conservative government in thisdeleterious situation. Not once diddisturbing case in point. The time
previous uprisings in Tunisia and ~ On the other hand, the oppositiondangerous misadventure; to demangie mention the imperative of Earthfor a change in direction is NOW.
Egypt, but they are not at all the sameforces are also composed of reactionarhe immediate recall of the HMCS peace. There was no mention of
The opposition to the Qaddafi-ledand imperialist-sponsored eIeme_ntsCharI_ot_tetown, a heavily-armed {4 vital historic role of the United Roy L. Piepenburg, Edmonton, AB
regime is multi-layered and very including pro-monarchistforces whichwarship it has sent as part of the NATO
heterogeneous. On one hand, thehave neverforgiven the '69 revolutionmilitary build-up; to oppose that UN-
include those justifiably demandingfor dethroning King Idris, and well- imposed sanctions on Libyawhich will
greater democratic rights and freedonfinanced pro-imperialist groupings inflict further pain on the already —
of expression, and animmediate end tsuch as the so-called “National Frontuffering masses of Libyan people; td 1 A 2 E - D 4 G # 7 3".'1 7 \ B 2 8 = 10 11H 12 113
political suppression and human rightdor the Salvation of Libya” which is uphold the national sovereignty of D
abuses by the current government. bankrolled by the U.S. National Libya; and to promote a peaceful |14 [15 |18 (17 |18 [%2 420 |21 22 |23 (24 |25
Deteriorating socio-economic Endowment for Democracy, apolitical solution to this crisise Ul Y| K| X| PIW| Ol Rl I| NJ L| T

Canada, March 8,2011

APRIL 1-15issue: Thursday, March 24
APRIL 16-30issue: Thursday, April 7
Send submissions to PV Editorial Office,
706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, V5L 3J1,
<pvoice@telus.net>

Nations to preserve Earth peace.
Today, some other national leaders
frequently have these aspects in

continued from page 4

Crossword puzzle solution
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Major struggles building up in Québec

PV Montréal Bureau

Thousands of trade unionistsf
students, women’s organizationsf *
environmentalists and other soci
groups are expected to march of
Premier Charest's Montréal officeq
on March 12, in a vocal show offf,
protest against the Liberal budge
to be presented by Finance
Minister Raymond Bachand.

by two major groupslAlliance
socialeandla Coalition opposée
a la tarification et a la
privatisation des services publics
(The Social Alliance and the
Coalition opposed to pricing and
privatization of public services).
They are rallying under the s
slogan “Québec’s budget, a
guestion of choice!”, highlighting
that the budget is being rammedi - 5 ] [
through the National AssemblyMarch 20,2010: 75,000 trade unionists and their allies marched through Montreal in an earlier round
without  consultation  or of fightback against the Charest government. This spring the struggle begins again.
discussion. Bachand’s austerity

concluded.

First, the Communists will be
advocating a position within
Québec Solidaire in support of the
right of self-determination and
sovereignty up to and including
separation for Québec. However,
in a letter to the QS leadership
applying for the status of a
collective, the Communists state
that they oppose a strategy of
independence at the current time.

Instead, they will be arguing for
the unity of the Québec working
class with the Canadian working
class in its struggle against finance
capital. Such unity of the people
should ultimately be expressed in a
radically newrepublican constitution
for Canada, guaranteeing national
rights not just for Québec but also
Aboriginal peoples.

Therefore, the meeting noted, if
Québec Solidaire accepts this
application, it will effectively send
a positive message that the non-

budget, they say, is not a necessitgf wealth. It mustinvestin servicesgroups can be seen as the unitingrocess, and a supporter of the masmtionalist left are still welcome
but an ideological decision,to the population and make everyf tendencies within the labourunited people’s action, the PCQ alséunder the tent” of Québec Solidaire.
prioritizing profits before people. effort to ensure that jobs areand people’sfightbackin Québecannounced that it was forming arThis includes a large number of

“We oppose all forms of quality,” concluded the The I'Alliance sociale formed in organized collective within Québecprogressive immigrants in
regressive taxation, which burderrepresentatives of the Coalitionthe wake of the . . Montréal.
the less fortunate and those whosand the Social Alliance. dissolution of the The Communists hope to send a positive message  The forming of
health is most fragile” a statement At a meeting of the Parti FrontCommun,: that the non-nationalist left, including progressive acollectiveisalso
by the two groups said. “The Communiste duQuébec(PCQ)thd argaining immigrantsin Montreal, are still welcome “under the important as the
proposed health fee of $200 (peweekend before the rally, Robertcoalitionofallthe tent” of Quebec solidaire. PCQ is engaging
person, peryear) inadditionto beind-uxley, editor of the newspapermajortrade union militants and
discriminatory against women, isClarté, explained that a masscentrals in Québec which cameSolidaire under the name of theactivists from across the left
deeply unfair, because it requiresnobilization of as many people asgogether last year, but folded toCommunist Party of Canada. spectrum in a major debate within
the same effort to all householdspossible for the demonstrationwasoncessions offered by the Québec Solidaire (QS) has on&)S aboutthe content ofits platform
regardless of theirincome.” a priority of all progressives. government. elected member in the Nationaland programme.

The organizations also reject the Luxley stressed that it was The smaller group calling the Assembly, Amir Khadir. It was  Atanupcoming QS convention,
increase of tuition fees, and theessential the mobilizationsdemonstration, la Coalition formed five years ago when thethe party will debate whether to calll
wide scope of privatization and cuts.continue after March 12. No official opposée a la tarification et a laUniondesforces progressiste (UFP¥or nationalization of the economy,

“Itis time that the government plans have yet been announcedrivatisation des services publicsmerged with a group stemmingincluding energy and banking. The
favours socially positive choicesbut the spirit is optimistic. iscomposed largely of communityfrom the feminist movement. A PCQ advocates that Québec
that reflect a better redistribution The coalescing of these twogroups, militant unions or localsfounding member of the UFP, theSolidaire take onthe character ofan
and the left-wing of the studentPCQ has advocated for a federatednti-imperialist, anti-monopoly, and
movement. workers’ party since 1965. pro-democratic party with stronger

While the dissolution of the In addition to providing an links to labour.

Front commun was a serious stefndependent voice within Québec The PCQ is participating in a
back for the fightback, the weaponsolidaire, the creation of amajor round-table of pro-socialist
of strike action is not off the table, communist collective will be an and anti-capitalist groups within
Luxley said. Inthe coming period,important step for the QS, and is circulating its own
the PCQ willadvance the slogan oparticipation of left forces within statement which will bprintedin

a general political or social strikethe broad “umbrella” left party in English, in the theoretical journal
and the resignation of thetwo otherways,the PCQ meetingrhe Spark'e

government. The Party will

emphasize the need for a people - -
economic recovery and the bette N | ag ara N (SAVAVAS B u I Ietl N
Quebec that workers and all the

people deserve.

Noting that the left party Québec
Solidaire is the only political party
that is an observer to the coalitior]

PV Niagara Bureau

* Local hospitals in Port Colborne and Fort Erie were told
to “call 911" if a patient had a heart attack or stroke, after
their emergency rooms were gutted by the Niagara Health
System (NHS) in favour of moving the services to a P3
(public-private-partnership) hospital at the other end of
the region. Meanwhile the provincial health minister
insisted there would be no investigation of the decision
to cut local emergency rooms in favour of profiteers.

* In Welland, 300 workers from Henniges Automotive
will be laid off over this year, some of them having worked
at the auto parts plant for nearly all of their working life.
A USW Local 455 ex-President said his local had offered
every concession and their plantwas profitable (12-13%),
but not profitable enough for corporate greed.

* The teaching assistants and part-time instructors CUPE
Local 4207 at Brock is insisting that management “take
bargaining seriously” and actually negotiate with them on
their next contract instead of going to arbitration.
Management s in a weak position and even offered to pay
both halves of the arbitration costs.

* The federal government is completely cutting funds for
a Niagara-based network that helps people across Canada
suffering from mental health problems find jobs, without
explaining why other than the obvious (they won’t spend
what it would take to meet our needs).

* Fort Erie mayor Douglas Martin, on the Canadian side
of the border, decried a recent unilateral resolution by
Buffalo (US side) on merging the management of border-
crossings with Niagara Falls (up the river), without
consulting their Canadian counterparts, a further erosion
of Canadian sovereignty. e

Québec Solidaire co-leaders Francoise David and Amir Khadir.

NEWS FOR PEOPLE,
NOT FOR PROFITS!

Every issue of PeopLE’s VoicE
gives you the latest on the
fightback from coast to coast.
Whether it' s the struggle to defeat
the HarperT ories, resist ance to
social cut s, solidarity with  Cuba
or workers’ struggles around the
world, we've got the news the
corporate media won't print.
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And we do more than that-we
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