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In the wake of vote splits which The killing of Osama bin Laden

helped the federdlories win a May Day Of mllllOnS emphasizes once again that U.S
majority in Parliament, Millions of workers and their allies imperialism will use any tactics to
Vancouver's centre-left alliance marched across the world on May 1, achieve global domination,
hopes to achieve cooperation in demanding higher paghorter hours, completely ignoring treaties and
this fall's civic campaign. and a world of peace and justice. the rules of international law
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Unity proposed for V ancouver civic election

a long history of cooperating toexpectations. popular vote is also a warning thatight is badly divided, or where the
ensure progressive politics in  But there is no guarantee thatisunity can be deadly. The flipcentre-left forces cooperate
2011 willbe ayear of electionsinVancouver, and we're pleased tche COPE membership will acceptside of this argumentis easily founddespite their differences.
British Columbia, including the have reached an agreement witthe tentative agreement. Somen Vancouver’'s right-wing  Anexamination of Vancouver's
recent federal campaign; the Mayision Vancouver to continue this COPE members are understandablyolitical blogs, where the Vision/ five federal ridings shows why. In
11 byelection in Vancouver Pointhistory.” angry about certain Vision policies, COPE agreement is angrilythe May 2 election, the NDP won
Grey,where Liberalleader Christy Youssef said the agreementind the fact that Vision reliesdenounced as a plot to unfairly82,676 votes in Vancouver, about
Clarkis seeking a Legislature seatreflects the hard work COPEheavily on contributions from the deny the NPA's path to power. one-third ofthe 240,000 ballots cast
a mail-in referendum on the hatedCouncillors have done at City Hall. city’s developers. Some activists, such asinthecity. The Conservativeswere
HST; aprovincial election expected‘We needed to grow our numbers However, the danger is thatsupporters of ultra-left former second with 77,213, then 68,965
in September; and municipalto keep up that work, and thisdivisions between the centre anadtouncillor Tim Louis, argue that Liberal, and 18,384 for the Greens.
elections scheduled for Nov. 19. agreement provides for that,” heleftforcesinVancouver could openCOPE couldwin a civic electionon  The 77,000 Tory voters (and many
Just as the federal race entereshaid. “City Hallis better with COPE, the door for an NPA comeback, asts own, but this view overstatesofthe Liberals), arethe NPA’s power
the final lap, Vancouver's main and having a chance to expand ohappened in 2005 whenthe extentofsocialistviews amongbase in the city’s west and south.
centre and left municipal partiesour team there is going to be goodtooperation was fragile at best. working people in Vancouver. In Although some Liberals and Greens

PV Vancouver Bureau

reached an agreement-in-principlefor Vancouver.” The election of a Harper Tory fact, COPE has only done well indo vote COPE atthe civic level, left-
On April 28, COPE (the left-wing  Within this framework, COPE majority with less than 40% of thecivic elections where the political minded NDPers form the core of
Coalition of Progressive Electors)has been able to influence man COPE'seastside and Kitsilano base.

and Vision Vancouver announceccritical civic policies, especially
initial plans to run a common slatearound emergency shelters an
of candidates. The result of lengthyhousing, civil liberties, preventing
negotiations, the proposal musschool closures, and ecologica
win majority support from COPE initiatives.
members at an upcoming meeting “Political cooperation has
to take effect. been a very good thing for this
If accepted, this would be thecity,” said Youssef. “Unlike the
third consecutive cooperationdivisive and backward-looking
agreement between COPE angolitics of the NPA, COPE’s goal
Vision, aimed atdefeating theright-of creating a Vancouver for
wing Non-Partisan Alliance (NPA), everyone is best served b
which has usually dominatedworking collaboratively.”
Vancouver city councilandschool The shift in council slate
boards since the 1930s. positions may also reflect some
Sixyears ago, the firstattempt atlifficulties faced by the Vision
electoral cooperation betweemmajority at City Hall. Heading into
COPE and Vision failed to block the 2008 campaign, Vision signed
the NPA from narrowly regaining up a membership of some 15,00(,
office after an overwhelming defeatas Vancouverites rebelled agains
in2002. the NPA’s arrogance and itg COPE membership meeting? Orwill
But in 2008, the NPA elected undiluted big-business policies. anger at Vision’s retreat from its
just one city councillor, as Vision  But while Vision remains the Seen here during the 2008 campaign, COPE school trustees Al progressive image prove more
won the mayoralty and sevenlargestcivic party by awide margin,Blakey, Alan Wong and Jane Bouey have played a pivotal rolein  powerful? In our next issue, we'll
council positions, along with two some of its members have droppethaking the Vancouver School Board a strong voice for public hearfrom COPE executive members
COPE candidates. Vision alsooutorreturnedto theirformerhomeeducation. (PV file photo) and elected officialm
elected four school trustees, alongn COPE. Many cite the governing
with three for COPE and two from party’s tendency to make importan
the NPA. While the Visionmajority Council decisions prior to full , . . 0 ..
on council has avoided day-to-genuine democratic consultation —
day cooperation with COPE’s EllenOthers have been alienated by prd People S VOICe Fund Drlve 47 /O and ”Slng
Woodsworth and David Cadman,developer decisions, or Vision's
the two parties have voted alongnove to continue the NPA-initiated I i I ! I I
the same lines on most issues. Aghift of property taxes away from CapltaIISt medla key to Harper S majorlty
School Board, the Visionand COPEhe business sector and onto the
trustees quickly formed a strongbacks of homeowners.
alliance, helping to lead province- During the 2008 election, the

Vision draws its broader support
from Liberals, New Democrats and
Greens across the city.

The conclusion is obvious: any
“go it alone” strategy by COPE
would almost certainly end in
defeat. Well aware of the numbers,
most sections of the labour
movement which lean towards
COPE would probably decide not
to throw their scarce resources
into an impossible campaign. An
isolated COPE slate would be
outgunnedinan expensive at-large
civic race, despite its advantages
of “brand recognition” and a
dynamic group of elected officials
and supporters.

Will this sober appraisal be
shared by a majority at the next

Inany close election race, manyten out of eleven dailies in the Postluring the campaign, and we are
factors enter into the final result,Media chain, and another six Sumow up to $23,495 - 47% of our
: . , but media support is critical. Thatnewspapers, plus th@lobe and $50,000 Fund Drive target. Ontario
:‘,l\jlr?giggToarnp?jt;[lti)cp{a?j\agg\t?odrﬁquat?;s”:)ucr)Zelsbv?/g:]f tzu?hpgrbigﬂ)iwas_trueon May?,whenthe Harp_eMaiI ar_1d a few more. The loneleads the way, with $12,165, or
This time around, the proposeccampaign, but the trade uniOnTor_lesturned atiny 2% increase irexception was th&@oronto Stay 56.3% pf their $21,600 targets.
agreement could sée COPE win movement'inVancouverhassincéhe'r overall popular vote shar_ewhlch made history by endorsingAlbertais next,_WIth $1855 raised,
bigger voice on city council. The begun shifting back to the COP into two dozen more seats. Despitdack Layton’s NDP. or 54.6% of their $3400 target. Our
deal would provide three spots forcamp. COPE has also mad e|nga39%m|n0_r|typartyamon_g Peoplc_a’s Voice (eaders won’tNveoundIand/La_brador
COPE on ajointslate, up from twosignificant gains among the City,Svoters, theT Tories won theirbe surprised by this breakdownsup_porters have sent in 50% of
in 2008. At School Board, theimportantartsand cultural sectors,coveuad majority. but we do nee_d a response. Ou]helr$4_00 goal, and Quebe(; Is at
proposal s forfive Vision and four and is reaching out to ethnic and The Conservatives who part(_)fthesolutlon |S|nyou_rhan_ds49%,W|th$245 outof $500 raised.
COPE candidates. Vancouveracialized communities. Notleastdepe_nded heavily on the clique of _thl_s newspaper, which isThey are followed by Saskat-
voters also elect a seven-membeCOPE’s six elected officials have’oplnlon-shapers who run distributed regular_ly acr_osschewan ($350 out of $800, or
Parks Board. This agreementwouldvon wide recognition for their Canada'_s newsrooms-the edltorQa_nada to tra_Lde union off|ces,43.6%), Manitoba ($925 out of
see four Vision candidates, ancbrincipled stands to defendand publlshers appointed bysomelnlon conventions, _p|cket lines,$2400, or 38.5%), B. ($7130 out
two from COPE; the final spot democratic rightsandtheinterest?f the wealthiest _people m_themass rallies, a_nd independenof $ZQ,OOO_, or 35.7%), and the
would go to thé civic Greens, of working people. In a nutshell country. Espemall_y durl_ng book_stores. Without our own Atlantic region ($325 outof $1200,
pending their approval. ’COPE is in a somewhat S,[mnge’}glectlon'_s, the teIeV|5|on stationsworking c_Iass press, we have nar 27%). Another_$300 has come
Announcing the tentative position than in the past tWOand dglly papers Wh|ph mostway to flght_back against thefrom friends outside Canada.
agreement, COPE External Chaicampaigns, while Vision has foundc?nad'ans relyon forthewp(r;ma(;ycas:}alrl]st rr;]ed|a monopoly. Thanks gofout tr? QurdBllj_rrjaby
- oo . s information sources get to decide ith this issue, we are supporters, for their delicious
Marcus Youssef said, "COPE hast impossible to meet the public SWhat's news and what isn't, andrelaunching the 2011 People’sMother’'s Day Pancake Breakfast
how that news will be slanted. ForVoice Fund Drive, which was on justasthisissue neared completion.
example, inthis campaign, aretirechold during the election. Two more B.C. fundraisers are

@ @
Here ’S my Contr’butlon cop’s leak about Jack Layton’sDonations did keep arriving coming up - the “revolutionary

a innocent quest for a massage after bus tour” organized on May 29 by

to the PV Fund Drlve! a long day at the office was our Vancouver East supporters,
presented as “news”, while Tory andthe annual PV Victory Banquet,

: : mismanagement of the Canadian scheduled for June 4 at the

Enclosed please find my donation of $ economy was regularly Russian Hall. Look at the ad on

to the 201 People'ﬁ/oice Press Fund Drive. characterized instead as {. page 4 for details!
“trustworthy economic /i Once again this year, we

Name guidance”. offer a gift in appreciation of
We don’t often get to see'[' your solidarity. For each
Address the pro-Conservative bias of donation of $100, contributors

the big media conglomerates will have their choice of a PV

CI'[y/'[OWﬂ reduced into hard numbers. This 2011 Calendar, a framed
Prov Postal Code time, researchers found that of portrait of a revolutionary
T 22 major dailies which made fighter, or a copy of “Great
Sendyour contributionto: editorial endorsements, no less October,” a DVD dedicated
People's Wice, 706 Clark Drive, ¥ncouverBC, V5L3J1 than 21 backed the tothe Great October Socialist

Conservatives. This includes Revolution of 1917e
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CUPW holds Day of Action for fair contract

PV Vancouver Bureau
Entering the final days of ofits 54,000 members.

mediation phase for the union’sin postal facilities across theleave and overtime.
urban unit, which represents mostountry,” says CUPW President

The company’s “clarification”
Senior management respondedilso claims that Manulife initially
Denis Lemelin. “These not only that many of these issues shouldnly denies one out of every twenty

negotiations for a new collective A recent CUPW bulletin include occupational health andbe dealt with at the local level, butsick leave claims under the short
agreement, the Canadian Union o$tressed the need to focus on kegafety problems, butalso problemss Vincelette pointed out, localterm disability plan. Butthe union
Postal Workers held a Day ofissues, such as efforts to maximizevith service to the public. To management always says that the/arns thatif Manulife does become
Action across the country on Mayfull-time jobs and implement a preserve universal public postalproblems have to be resolved athe decision-makerwhenitcomes

11, asPeople’s Voicaevas in the process to ensure vacant positionservice, we have to find a practicathe national level.

printshop. CUPW reports thatarefilled.

to receiving pay under the short

solution to these staffing In other recent sessions, thdéerm disability plan,thiswillgive a

major issues remain unresolved, “Weare allaware ofthe problemsshortages. To find such a solutionparties discussed issues such gwivate insurance company more
and that talks are now in theresulting from staffing shortageswe need to review the ratio of full-the union’s demand for apower over the lives of postal

Canada Post
belongs to all of us.

The struggle continues for good public
postal service and a better world.

cwpw esttp

The Canadian Union of Pﬂstai Workers

WWW.CUpw.ca
CLIPE 1979

Communist Party of Canada
backs Postal Workers

Awide array of unions and progressive organizations have issued
statements supporting CUPW’s negotiations, many of which have
been posted on the union’s website. This letter of support has been
sent from the Communist Party of Canada:

The Canadian Union of Postal Workers has been in negotiations
for several months with Canada Post, but has been unable to
secure a collective agreement because of the employer’s
intransigence on the issues of job security and contracting out,
among other things. InfactCanada Post, and its boss the Harper
government, are intent on privatizing the post office and they
recognize that CUPW is the most immediate obstacle to their
privatization aims.

In mid-April, CUPW took a strike vote and secured the support
of 94.5%, showing the unity and militancy of CUPW members
and their union from coast to coast to coast.

We are proud to support CUPW and its fight to keep the post
office public, afightithas taken up on behalf off its members and
all Canadians. For many years CUPW has lead the fight in the
public sector for job security, for decent wages and working
conditions, for a strong, militant and membership driven union,
and for a united and fighting labour movement.

In the event CUPW is forced to strike, or is locked out, the
Communist Party will be there to support striking or locked out
workers, and to continue to demand that Canada Post sit down
and negotiate a fair collective agreementand end its campaign to
privatize Canada’s public post office.

We call on all Canadians who care about a public post office,
to stand in support of the union and its fight to secure a fair
collective agreement, and to stop privatization of Canada Post. ®

time jobs and discuss the rulexomprehensive cost of living workers.
governing the staffing of vacantallowance (COLA), CanadaPost's Meanwhile, Canada Post is
positions. This is a concreteshort term disability plan and thedemanding wide concessions,
problem that needs a concretsurplus in the disability insurancestarting with a proposal to pay new
solution. Thiswillhelpusdeterminefund. But CUPW reports that employees 30% less and give them
whether the employer is truly “there has been no response at aleduced benefits, an inferior
willing to resolve problems. from management on the Union’spension and weaker job security.
“We must continue to put demands. Nothing on proper Canada Post also wants to
pressure on the employer at theotation of duties, protection dramatically increase the amount
negotiating table and onthe workagainst  contracting  out, that retirees have to pay for their
floor. We must intensify contracting in new work or extended health care plan, and to
activities and solidarity actions providing new services to nameturn back the clock on many other
as we prepare for the May 11only a few.” contract provisionsto slash labour
National Day of Action. Management’s “clarification” costs. Yet the company has made
Together we will win!” on their proposed short termprofits for 16 years while having
[llustrating the problems in disability plan states that CUPWone of the lowest standard postage
dealing with Canada Post was amembers “are not going to loserates in the industrialized world.
recent presentation by Paultheir bank of sick leave credits”. In response, CUPW wants
Vincelette of the Montreal CUPW However, under this schemerecognition that postal workers
local. Documenting the impact of CUPW members will notbe able tohave helped Canada Post increase
the introduction of “Modern Post” use any portion of their sick leaveprofits and productivity, and a
mechanized letter sequencing atredits for absences of five days ocontract which shares some of
the company’s Monterey Depot,less, and will receive no pay forthese gains, instead of attacking
Vincelette's research revealed ahese absences once their personalages, rights and working
dramatic increase in injuries, sickdays have been used up. conditions.e

Anti-Harperdemocap s
camp aignin Newfoundland

By Sean Burton, May 4, negotiz?tors for_ the Innu with the Williams’ opposition to the federal
2011 Voisey's Bay Nickel Company, but government. Dunqlerdale ha; been
eventhatdid notguarantee astrongnder fire, particularly since
Stephen Harper attempted tovictory. Similar stories can be toldappearing with Harper at a rally in
woo Newfoundlanders andacross Canada, all of which shouldst. John’s. Giventhe rejection of the
Labradorians during the electionbe used as fuel to challenge th€onservatives here, it is not
with the usual campaign promisesfirst-past-the-post electoral systeminconceivable that the premier may
but the majority of people in this Regardless of the electionseektointercede with Ottawain lieu
province demonstrated that theyoutcome, only vague commitmentsof the Liberal and NDP MPs. Any
have not forgotten or forgiven thewere made to the province onsuchbehaviour maywellundermine
federal Conservative Party’seconomic development. Harper'sthe provincial government when
contempt. minority government as well as theelections are held here in October.
This province was largely previous Liberal governmenthaveAnother landslide victory for the
ignored by the mainstream partiesiot had a good record of keepingProgressive Conservative party
save for a handful of token visitspromises, and now that Harper haalready seems most unlikely.
by party leaders. As the campaigra majority, thereisevenlessreason ltis bittersweetthat Harper was
moved on, the word on the streetso do so. Since many New-defeated here and rejected by over
was largely that it would take afoundlanders have vocally rejected60% of Canadian voters, who still
miracle for the Conservatives tothe Conservatives twice in arowhave to face the fact of a
win any seat here. Nonetheless, Blarper may well act out of spite. Conservative majority govern-
group of about 35 concerned The Conservatives werement. Many people worked hard
citizens rallied in downtown St. evidently hoping for quite the coupfighting against that majority, and
John’s on April 29th to denouncein Newfoundland, putting up a nowis certainly notthe time to give
the Conservative Party and Primenumber of high-profile candidatesup. Rather, all Canadians who
Minister Harper, under the bannerand also having the apparentalue peace and democracy must
of “Stop the Majority”. support of the post-Danny Williamsredouble their efforts to challenge
Organizer Adrian House provincial government. It is now the right and expose the
condemned  the Harperobvious that Kathy Dunderdale andConservatives as the enemies of
government for its cuts to socialher supporters felt ill at ease withthe working peoples of Canada.
programs, excessive military
spending and overall right-wing
agenda, aswellasthe PM’slack o
commitment to the people of
Newfoundland and Labrador. The
rally proceeded to march throug
St. John’s to the old legislature
building on Military Road, §&
chanting and condemning Harpe
over the megaphone and
encountering considerabl
supportfrom passersby all the wa
It was not surprising that the[*
Conservatives once again failed t¢=
win a seat. The sole exception walss
Labrador. Although that victory is
being spun as a Conservativ¢
breakthrough, in a staunchly libera :
riding, Peter Penashue won only byn one of many similar protests during the federal election, about
a very narrow margin. Penashue 00 people rallied on April 9 outside a Harper campaign speech
was the president of the Labradoin Burnaby. The action was initiated by StopWar, Vancouver's
Innu Nation and one of the majorbroad-based anti-war coalition. (Photo: K. Cariou)
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EDIT ORIALS Canadian jets over Libya ~—

Electoral reform: more than ever Mission Creep 5 | ) /

It's no exaggeration to state that the May 2 federal election vas
literally stolen from the 60%-plus of Canadian voters who capt a -
ballot against the Harper Conservatives. There is wide agreefnent A C%
thatthe policy platforms presented by the parliamentary opposftion :
parties were sharply different from the Tory agenda. On the wHole,
the NDP, Bloc Quebecaois, Liberals and Greens opposed the Harper

expansion of military spending and participation in NATO’s wa¥'s.
But on the whole, Canadian voters faced a choice betweer] o

far-right party, and several others which claimed to stand|for

progressive values. Not surprisingly, three out of five chose orfe of

the latter, hoping to dump the Tories. Instead, eerily reminisceptgf .

the 1988 “free trade” election, the “first-past-the-post” systgm ‘:R&I s

allowed a minority party to win a solid majority in Parliament. Orjly s S to tor

one adult out of four voted for the Harper Tories, hardly a “mandte

for their reactionary policies.
This outcome should stoke the demands for genuine elecforal

reform in Canada. Proportional representation would encoufaggd gries don't Speak be the “government for all the depend on New Democrats to take
Canadians to support their favourite party rather simply than to yote L. people of Canada.” consistently progressive positions
againstthe main danger. A mixed-member PR system would combirfOr majority The election of a large New onkey social, economic or political

the benefits of local representation with a Parliament more clopely Democratic Party caucus is goodssues at home or abroad.

reflecting the views of working people. PR is not a perfect solutjon, With the federal election news, but as a left wing New Secondly, anumber ofelected New
but it would definitely help generate momentum for fundamertalresulting in a “majority” Democrat, | am well aware oftwvoDemocrats were originally

social and economic change in Canada. Conservative government, the reakey weaknesses in the party. Firshominated as candidates not
work begins for the majority of of all, in the quest to “be expected to win, but to provide
Congratulations to B.C. teachers people who did not support therespectable”, the party has movedoters with the opportunity to hear

Harper agenda. The Tories onlyfrom democratic socialismto socialabout the NDP alternative. These
The recent court victory by British Columbia teachers is a gfeatvon 39.6% of the vote and must belemocracy to being “a party of thenew MPs will have a steep learning
lesson in the strategy and tactics of class(room) struggle.|Wheld accountable for a promise tacentre left.” We cannot alwayscurve to become effective.

congratulate the B.C. Teachers’ Federation, and we urge the Igbour Three things are essential. We
and people’s movements to follow this example of how to successfullfy i negd(}ol bfl»:“'d aCstror:jger_?r?d mg|>|re
combine job action, mass protests, and legal challenges. united left in Canada. This wi
This matter goes back to the 2001 election of the Liberal governinet ReVOIUtlonary BUS Tour inICIUde New Democrats,é:)utmust
in British Columbia. The Campbell Liberals imposed the full neolibgral . . . . also incorporate reens,
agenda, slashing social prggrams, attacki%g the poor, tearirjg yp Jon us ona .SChOOI b.us ride tooh!S.torIC Communists and left-wing Liberals.
union contracts, and giving multi-billion dollar tax breaks to therlch| ~ Vancouver sites linked with the activities of the It is essential for progressive
and the corporations. labour movement and the Communist Party! activists incIudipg orgar_1i;ed
The response was a powerful fightback by the labour movenient, e vl kel e lecaifere of dhe Baile o labour, human rights activists,
anti-poverty groups, and other forces. Faced with deeply negtivie Ball Pi he O O Trek the P peace activists and environ-
impacts on public education, teachers across the province wdrkdd allantyne Fier, the On to Ottawa lrek;, the Fost mentalists to work together along
with other unions, students, parent groups, and progressive s¢hdol  Office occupation, the original People’s Co-op with the 103 NDP/Green members
trustees to hold huge protest rallies, gather petitions, and fludh Bookstore, the hall where COPE celebrated early | ©f parliament to keep pressure on

this government for the causes

more. Education Minister Christy Clark - now Premier - arrogarjtly .
important for us.

dismissed this public anger. Teachers were finally compelled to val election victories, and much more. Tickets just

out in defence of their bargaining rights and the interest§ o $20 (low-income rates available on request), Finally, we must build more
students. For two weeks in the fall of 2005, the BCTF stood uptﬂ)the including a light lunch at the Centre for Socialist pressure for the democratization
Cr:]arr_lpbell gfovlernme_nt’s bullyl/(ijng, findaéIy Winr:jing agreement thjat Education following the tour. (S)L;):Jnre?ﬁr(t)ﬁgittlcthsgstﬁrgblti|ns
the issue of class sizes would be addressed. ; c . .

This legal ruling against the Liberals is a solid victory fpr PrOC.eeds to the People’s Voice F.und Dr“fe‘ Saskatchewan can win over 35%
collective bargaining rights, and it was won as much through{th¢  Call Kimball at 604-255-2041 for information. of the v?]te aer not elect alts)ingle
political action of teachers as through legal channels. As the rdling MP, or that the Tories in Alberta
says, the right to collectively bargain “reaffirms the values|of Su nday May 29 201 can elect 96% of MPs on 66% of
dignity, personal autonomy, equality and democracy that are inhgrent ] 1 the vote. h )
in the Charter.” ; Our work has just begun. We

Next step: defeatthe B.C. Liberals and step up the fight to regtore Leaves 10 ansharp from 706 Clark Drive cannot let the Tories pretend they

education funding cuts over the past two decades! Return at 1 pm for lunch speak forthe majority of Canadians
- and we definitely must not let

them pretend they are protecting

P EO P L E ' S VO | C E 1 9th Annual the environment, world peace, or

the rights of workers and minorities.
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Markham Council bans criticism of Israeli ap  artheid

Special to PV says the May 3 motion “aims tocomprehensive study undertakenntroduced from the Human provincial riding of Thornhill,
deny Canadian students andy Toronto City staff, which Sciences Research Council ofepresented by MPP Peter Thurman

The municipality of Markham, academics the rights of freedom ofletermined the phrase “IsraeliSouth Africa, the Conference of-the same MPP who put forward a
Ontario, northeast of Toronto, hasexpression and academic Southern African Christian non-binding motion inthe Ontario
been known forits rapid populationfreedom, rights that are Churches, the Association oflegislature last year to condemn
growth in recent years. Now,enjoyed by Israeli students Civil Rights of Israel and the IAW.
Markhamisin the news for anotherand academics... The motion Legal Centre for Arab  Also, Markham City Council
reason. On May 3, amajority of citycreates the absurd situation Minority Rightsin Israel, that decided recently to send a trade
councillors adopted a motion towhere Canadian students WRﬂHﬁmn ) irrefutably proves Palestinian mission to Israel. Rejection of
censor “Israeli Apartheid Week”, and academics are allowed SOUTH AFRICANS - Arab citizens of Israel are Councillor Shore’s motion would
an event held this year in 95 citiego freely criticize their own IR Al T systematically discriminated have implied that the city
and more than 75 universities orgovernment but are banned ?]'I lui‘ ﬂ{’u i i ‘ﬁ' E};Lﬁj" ] E H against and that the situationcondones the labelling of Israel

INd11s e I |
Rl BEEElEIn

six continents. Thisincludes threefrom criticizing a foreign in the occupied West Bankas an Apartheid state, leaving it
citiesin Israel and four cities in thegovernment. and Gaza is reminiscent ofin the awkward position of doing

occupied West Bank and Gaza.  “The motion put forward apartheid in South Africa.  business with an apartheid
Organized every March byby Councillor (Howard) w.ﬂo”ﬁ FOR Speakers against theregime.
students on Canadian campuseshore is one of several Pﬁlfsnﬂlﬂﬂs Markham motionrepresented As CAF National President

diverse supporters of freeKhaled Mouammar stated,
speech and PalestinianrightsiRegrettably, this politically

Israeli Apartheid Week (IAW) attempts currently being
features film screenings and high-undertaken to censor and
profile forums with prominent suppress public debate on including Jews, Christians expedient decision runs counter to
academics and community leaderghis subjectin order to shield and Muslims of all ages andthe Town of Markham’s stated
IAW condemns all forms of racism Israel’s actions from scrutiny gender, and from variousmission to recognize and accept
and discrimination, including anti- and criticism. Such actions are arApartheid” does not promote backgrounds. the diversity of its residents, to
Semitism, Islamophobia, anti-Arabattack on free speech the likes ohatred or discrimination, and does On the surface, the motion isrespect the differences in all
racism, and homophobia. Manywhich we have not seen since theotviolate the Criminal Code orthepuzzling, since there are nopeoplesandtheirrightto hold diff-
Jewish students are involved in1950s McCarthy witch hunts.”  Ontario Human Rights Code. university campuses or IAW erent opinions, to promote the
organizing IAW. The CAF points out that Markham City Council also events in Markham. But thevalue of human rights, and to op-
The Canadian Arab FederationrMarkham councillors ignored aignored the compelling evidencemunicipality includes the poseracismand discriminatiom.”

Why aren’ t people voting?
Let me tell you the reasons why ...

At Guelph University, This commentary by Saskatoon-based political activist citizen participation in elections, “mobbed” to vote. Unfortunately,
Conservative operatives recembMarjaIeena Repo was circulated before the federal and there can’t be much of it whermuch of this effortis barking up the

tried to nullify the vote of several election, and remains highly relevant as Canadians the campaign V\_/hirls by at brgak—wrongtree: unlesswe can guarantee
hum_jred studentsatapollsetuptdebate how to democratize our electoral system. neckspeed—neltherthecand|da_ta$1at hl_Jndreds of thousands of
fa_(:llltate stude_nt voting. They anecdotal evidence from across Canada indicates that northevote_rs have an _opportun|t3£3anad|ans who are eager to vote
faﬂed,butthere is afars_uk?tler_ancmany thousands of eligible voters were again denied thd© engage in a meanlngful_Way.canactuallydoso,_vvearesubjectmg
more effective way of eliminating right to cast a ballot on May 2, thanks to rigid Electlons. have become v_|rtualthem to a nasty piece of Catch 22
troublgsome voters, StUdentsreguIations designed to block Canadians from voting. Wwanes, taking place mostly in thewhere .the victims of voter
AbOI’IgII’]?JS, the poor and the\yalcome other comments and submissions from PV media, run bypollstgrsand pundltsobstruct_mn getthe blgmefor bglr_]g
elderly alike. readers on this crucial topic and not in our neighbourhoodsapathetic and not doing their civic
In 2008, Elections Canada . o ] ) and communities where theyduty. The simple solutionisto bring
introduced stringent voter ID healthcards, and voterregistratiomnequality has reared its ugly heache|ong. (It is interesting that with back voter enumeration with all its
requirements that cannot easily b&ard - none of which were deemedind with it comes falling voter 3 55 day campaign in 2006,democratic benefits, and to extend
met. You have to show proof notacceptable. No longer driving, heparticipation, from 67% in 1997 participation rose to 65% from 61%the campaign period to a minimum
only of your identity but of your did nothave alicense which couldvhen the last enumeration tookn 2004, then fell below 60% in the of 47 days that served us so well.
street address, and this is wherfout doesn’t always) have anplaceto61%in2000andahistoriqast election with a 37 day [Editor's note: The federal
the problem lies, as suchaddress. Wheelchair bound, héow of58.8%in2008. ~ campaign.) election of Jan. 23, 2006 was
documentation is noteasy to com&as told to go home for more  Anotherchangeaddedtofalling  There is much ado about “voterlonger to allow for the Christmas-
by, and often impossible. (Takedocumentation or to wait aroundrates. The campaign period wagpathy”, with a focus on youngNew Year holiday period. In the
me: | have ID galore with photost0 get someone to vouch for himshortenedin 1997 toaminimumofyeopie, who in creative and2011 election, voter turnout rose
and signatures, but nothing withOutraged, he refused and becam@6 days from 47. Time is central togesperate ways are urged andlightly to 61.4%.}e
my address, so | must take a utilityone of the rejected. Elsewhere

or phone bill with me to vote, countless seniors were turned gy panpines sracr

Something not everyone can d@.Way from p0||S at seniors’ IP EEQLIREMENTS E
. Tyone - AN POENFRANG e

unless the bills are in their name.yesidences for the same reasoy ~ £E7 :?:?m;ﬁ'.gf‘;

There are hundreds ofToday Petchbelieves thatthere il spgenrs svoemes -

thousands of Canadians whos@ deliberate plan to keep votery  ANFONE LWl CANT 52

addressis abox numberandthat@way who are the most| COUFTEREETEIOTE
where wholesale rejection occursdiscontented and likely to vote '

a box number is not acceptable@gainst the status quo.

Among them are large numbers of Our voter participation was
rural residents and Aboriginals ondlready decimated by a majo
reserves where street names don@hange in a system that used t
exist and everybody has a boyworkwell. Until the late ’90s we had

number. (A scrutineer in a 2008the world’s best voter registration
campaign in northern System. All potential voters were

Saskatchewan that | manage@numerated after an election was Canadians cheated again, says FairV ote Canada

reported thatfifty aboriginal voters called, and consequently the _ _ _ _
were turned away for this reason irvoters’ lists were highly accurate Canada’s movement for votingproportion to the votes that weretake-all voting system, is now over-

one poll alone. With 180-odd polls and the voter needed o_nlyto proveeform says the election outcomecast, the numbers would look likerepresented by seven seats. While
in the riding, you can see howthey were the person in questiondoes not accurately reflectthe wayhis: Conservative 122, NDP 95 Liberal support fell by less than
elections are lost and won througHot where they lived. ~ Canadians voted. Liberal 59, Bloc Quebecois 19,8%, they lost more than half their
the denial of the vote.) With enumeration, a high “The Conservative party Green13. seats. The Bloc Quebecois should
Elections Canada does not keepercentage of eligible voters werdncreased their vote percentage by The Conservativeswon54.22%be entitled to 19 seats, not just
track of rejected voters, but hadegistered; today we do not everless than two points,” says Fairofthe seats with only 39.62% of thefour. The Green Party finally won a
post-election surveys showingknowhowmany can'tmakethelistvote Canada (FVC) Presidentvotes, one of the least legitimatesingle seat, but took enough votes
that almost 5% of registered voterds it is now left up to citizens to Bronwen Bruch, “but this allowed majorities in Canadian history.  across the country to win 13 seats.
(whichin 2008 was nearly 500,000r€gister themselves, by hook or bthem to win 24 more seats thanin “This is a classic phony *“Vote splits between the
of 13.7 million) “said they did not crook. Educated and privileged2008, whenthey were already overmajority,” said Bruch, “and leaves Liberals and NDP allowed the
vote because they lacked propeglasses have an easier time; otherepresented. Stephen Harper callss with a government that isConservatives to steal seats,"
documentation.” canface overwhelming difficulties. this a “decisive endorsement’, butompletely unaccountable toadded FairVote Executive Director
How older citizens are affectedWe have moved from the world-we call it a rip-off.” Parliament. As long as theyWayne Smith. "Once again, our
was documented byformerVictoriaC|aSS Car_1adian system ofuniyersal The total of seats won by eactmaintain rigid party discipline, antiquated voting system has given
University president Howard VOter registration to the American-party included: Conservative 167 nothing bad can happen to thenus the wrong government, a
Petch, who went to vote as he hagtyle system of survival of theNDP 102, Liberal 34, Bloc for four years.” government that most of us voted
always done since WW I, with a fittest, each man orwoman for him/Quebecois 4, and Green 1. The NDP, historically under- against. It is truly time to change
walletfull of ID - passport, various herself. Large-scale voter But if the seats were won inrepresented by Canada’s winnereur voting system.”

FASCINATING! S0UNSTEAD OF MANNG
YOUR TENT BIGGER, THE STRATESY NOW IS
TO MAKE THE DEMOCRATIC TENT SMALLER? _———_|
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Millions march on May Day 2011

Winnipeg, Nanaimo and Victoria.

Inthe USA, tens of thousands of
workers rallied to reclaim May
Day as an American holiday.

Fromapodium nexttoamemorial
in Chicago for the Haymarket
Martyrs, Terence O’Sullivan,
president of the Laborers
International Union, said: “May
Day is the real Labor Day for
American workers. For those who
sayitisaday associated with ideas
too militant or too radical we say
thatthere is nothing too militant or
too radical when it comes to what
must be done to protect the rights
of workers.”

: & n b ) ;- i In Milwaukee, the president of

PY 7 0] . L N g T T L the largest U.S. labor federation

Marches and rallies marking
May First, the International Day of
the Worker, took place around the
world this year. Millions of people
took part, taking a powerful stand
against the continued attacks o
wages, labour standards and soci
programs by the transnational
corporations and neoliberal
governments.

Activists flooded Turkey’s
largest city to demand more jobs,
better working conditions and
higher wages. About 200,000
workers gathered in Istanbul’s
Taksim Square in the largest Ma
Day rally since 1977, when atlea
34 people died and more than 10
were injured after a shooting by*

right-wing provocateurstriggered l"lﬁf.“ # "k = ; ' . / rh tolda cheering crowd of more than
a stampede. Turkish unions wergii s SRR A . P T T v op ™ bl 3 100,000:*May Day is our day to
finally allowed to hold May Day S8 SR LA / ) _ : < ' ".i L DR R stand together!”

“Gov. Scott Walker has declared
war on Wisconsin workers,” said
AFL-CIO president Richard
Trumka. “We reject the idea that

actions in the square last yearis
This year’s rally, marked by
colourful flags, dancing and 4%
chanting, was organized byjsss
Turkey’s four trade Uunion e gcenein Ankara's Taksim Square, where 200,000 people rallied on May First. America can no longer be a great
confederations. nation and that we're too broke to
Across Germany, some that included setting alight thebanking sector. “When movement. Later inthe day, policetreat people fairly.”
420,000 peopletooktothe streets effigy of Philippine President everything’s going well they fill attacked an “anti-capitalist May The fusing of the struggles for
to demand fair wages, betteBenigno Aquino Il grinning in a their pockets,” he said. “And whenDay march” which drew close to aworkers rights and immigrant rights
working conditions, and sufficient luxury car. Aquino has beenthings are going badly, it's thethousand participants. Severaivas a feature of all U.S. May Day

social security. Michael Sommer,criticized for buying a second-handtaxpayers who pay.” people were arrested after policaallies, as unions rejected the notion
head of the German unions’Porsche inacountry where athird In Greece, tens of thousands blocked the march. that immigrants take jobs away
umbrellagroup, DGB, said the highof people live on a dollar a day. marchedindifferentcitiesagainst In Toronto, two May Day from the native born.

turnout was a clear message to the In Taiwan, abou?,000 people austerity measuresimposed by thenarches convergeforajointrally, Some 10,008emonstratorsin

government that it should give uprallied in Taipei to protest the country’s social democratic in a signal of efforts to strengthenLos Angeles called for im-
its refusal to introduce aminimumwidening income gapand to government.Greekunionswillholdunity among progressive migration reform, starting with
wage. demand their government act taanothegeneral strikeonMay 11 movements. Onthe same eveningiassage of the Dream Act, which
In Cuba, hundreds ofthousandsreate better work conditions.defying the call by Prime Minister activists packed the Steelworkersvould provide undocumented
ofpeoplemarchedthroughHavana Nearly 10,000 peopleinHong KongPapandreou for “everyone toHallon Cecil Streetfor a celebrationyouthwith aroute to legal residency.
and other cities in a vast show otook partin two protests calling for support the big changes that therganized by the United May DayIn Boston, thousands participated

support for economic changesstronger labour laws. Best knowncountry needs.” Committee, and endorsed by then a march that drew on the global
recently approved by theas a glitzy financial hub, Hong In Portugal, huge protests Toronto Labour Council and overfight for workers’ rights with the
Communist Party. Kong recently introduced the firstslammed austerity measures 30 other progressive organizationstheme of “From Cairo to Wisconsin

expected to be imposed under the Vancouver'srenewedtradition to Massachusetts Defend All
terms of a European Union andofMay Dayactions continued this Workers’ Rights.”
International Monetary Fund yearwithalemonstrationinitiated In Houston, the local chapter of
bailout plan. “Never has socialbythe YoungWorkers Committee the Labor Council for Latin
protestbeen more important,” saicand backed by the Vancouver &American Advancementjoined with
Manuel Carvalho da Silva, the headistrict Labour Council. About 500 Houston United in a huge rally for
of the CGTP union. people joined the march downworker’ and immigrant rights.
In Seoulatleast50,000workers Commercial Drive. Workers in Buffalo marched more
gatheredto chant slogans calling  Other May Day rallies were held than two miles to protestthe closing
for higher pay, better job securityin Canadian cities such asofacommunity health clinie.
and to slam the conservative
administration. “Our livelihood has g
been ruined by anti-labour policies
rising unemployment and a o
widening wealth gap for the past , : : e
three years under (President) Le P -
Myung-Bak,” the Korean

Rally organized by Spain's UGT labour federation. Federation of Trade Unions said

In South Korea, police estimatedever minimum wage for its legionsIndonesia called for better social - £+
that 50,000 rallied in Seoul for oflow-paid workers. security, at rallies where they |-
better working conditions. They In Spaintens of thousands of confronted some 10,000 securit
also urged the government todemonstrators in Barcelona, personnel.
containrising inflation, agrowing Madrid and Valenciaprotestedthe ~ SeveralMay Day rallies and
concern across much of Asiagovernment’sfailure to create newmarcheswere held across Canada.
where spiking food and oil pricesjobs. Figures for the first quarter ofin Montreal, several thousand too
pushed millions into poverty. 2011 put the number of jobless apart in a rally organized by
Thousands of workers rallied in4,910,200, or21.3%, a14-year higlfQuébec’s militant trade union Striking airline workers rallied on May 1 in India.
other east Asian cities to vent theirand the highestinthe industrialiseg
anger over the rising cost of livingworld.
and growing disparities between Thousands of Communists and
the rich and poor. members of other left-wing groups

Thousands of people turned oumarched through Moscow,
for May Day demonstrations in carrying a sea of red flagsto §
Paris,where supporters of the far-celebrate their traditional holiday, k
right National Front party tried to whichin Soviettimeswas known as
sow divisions by pushing their the Day of International Solidarity

France’s five major labour unionsby Communist leader Gennad
organized around 200 marchegyuganov, whose party is the onl
across the country, calling foropposition group in the Russia
measures to tackle the rising cosparliament. Since the 1991 overthro
of living and to denounce racism.of socialism, the holiday has bee
The CGT labour federation officially knownasthe Day of Spring
estimated that more than 120,00@nd Labour.
people took part. Austria’s Social Democratic
In the Philippines, about 3,000Chancellor Werner Faymann spok
workers demanding higherwages to about 100,000 at a May Day
held a protestinaManilasquare rally in Vienna, denouncing the Havana's annual May 1 rally showed the support of Cubans for their socialist course.
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After the election: struggle shif ts out side Parliament

| proportional representation, hadeader Jack Layton’s call for realignments in the future. likely to be among the first targets of
become more urgent than ever. “change”. Québec is now the NDP’s Not surprisingly given the Harper's “plan” to eliminate the
Communist Party of While support fOI: the Harper main base, which may push them t@ontinued media b_Iackout, votesdeficit within three years. _
Conservatives rose just 2%, thereake stronger positions on thefor the Communist Party of The so-called “social
Canada were substantial shifts in votingnational question, on war andCanada’s 20 candidates remainedonservatives” are already raising
The May 2nd federal election Patterns for the other largemilitarism, and on protection of low. But the Communist campaigndemands to “reopen” the debate
gave Stephen Harper and higstablished parties. Most significanimedicare and social programs. Itmusielped to inject the anti-war viewson women’s reproductive rights
Conservative Party an absolutévas the growth in both popularbe said however that although manyf millions of Canadians into the and to strip away other gender and
majority in the new Parliament. ButSupport (30.6%) and seats (102 outdentified the NDP as a left- debates, and to win support forequity-based gains, and to
to do it they had to hide their realof 308) for the New Democrats, progressive alternative, the partyradical new policies to put people’seliminate Human Rights Tribunals.
agenda, and spend millions inearningthe NDP the status of “officialunder Layton’s leadership has inneeds ahead of corporate greed. Given the new balance of forces
payoffs and promises they mayopposition” for the first ime. These The most immediate outcome iswithin Parliament, the capacity of

Commentary by the Centra
Executive Committee,

never deliver. They haven’t gainscame particularly atthe expense
convinced a majority of Canadiansof the pro-sovereigntist Bloc

to privatize medicare and socialQuUébécois, and the Liberal Party in

programs, and they haven't soldEnglish-speaking Canada. f—"—
Canadians on their sky-high The collapse of the BQ was

military spending, the wars in dramatic, _V\(lth its popular vote in ~
Afghanistan and |_|bya’ or their QUébeCSIldlngt0234%(fr0m3810/ '
war on civil, democratic and labourin 2008) and its seats reduced from 4 #
rights. The outcome did not reflectto only 4, with a corresponding -"

a political swing to the right among Mmassive increase in support for the "'*
voters, and Harper has no reaNDP. A certain fatigue withthe

=5
mandate to impose his reactionarypovereignty debatamong Quéebec "

agenda on the Working class and’OtGl’ShE'pedcause the Bloc vote to
the peoples of Canada. collapse, in favour of the anti-Harper

In fact, the Conservatives alternative presented by the NDP. It

the catastrophic reality of a Harpethe NDP and other opposition
Tory majority in Ottawa for the next parties to counter this agenda will
four years. The carefully be significantly weakened; they will
orchestrated Conservativeoffer up their critiques and may
campaign (heavily financed by itssucceed in delaying various pieces
big business patrons) convinced atf legislation, but with the Tories in
least a section of the electorate thaull control of both the Commons
they had somehow moderated theiand the Senate, the possibilities of
radical, right-wing political agenda actually blocking or defeating
and could therefore be “trusted”government bills by parliamentary
with the immense power of ameans alone have all but
parliamentary majority. But this disappeared. In such
scripted image is belied by the factscircumstances, the focus of
The Tories’ first two terms in office resistance and struggle against this
- even as a minority - revealed muchreactionary agenda must shift

garnered less than 40% of votegvould bewrongto conclude howeverfact moved steadily toward theoftheir militarist, pro-corporate, anti- decisively to the extra-parliamentary
cast, and only 24.3% support amondhat this signifies a marked drop in“centre” of the political spectrum asenvironmental and anti-democraticarena. This is where the next battles
all registered voters. There was ngupport for the sovereignty option,part of their long-held strategy of policies, carried out by the mostwill be fought and where victories
seismic shift to the Conservativesconsidering Layton’s public supplantingthe Liberals asthe officialarrogant, dictatorial and secretivecan and must be won.
rather, the Tory majority came abouttOmmitment to respect the results obpposition. government in Canadian history.  The trade union movement has a
primarily due to vote-splitting @ future referendum vote on Also noteworthy and welcome The Harper Conservatives’ full- critical and central role to play in
between the Liberals and the NDFseparation, and the Québec NDP’svas the breakthrough election ofblown program will quickly come to initiating and leading a broad-based,
in key ridings, especiallyin B.C. andshift to support “asymmetrical Elizabeth May as the first Greenthe fore: their “law and order” pan-Canadian fightback movement
Southern Ontario. federalism.” Party representative in Parliamentagenda (starting with the against a renewed “Tory majority”
This election revealed yet again  The increased vote for the NDP,even though the overall popular‘omnibus” crime bill), the further onslaught. The Canadian Labour
the archaic, undemocratic natureand its enlarged caucus whichvote for the Greens slippedimperialistdrive to militarizationand Congress is currently meeting in
of the “first-past-the-post” includes many young first-time compared to 2008. war, and a sharpened assault oWancouver, to be followed shortly
electoral system, which a|Waysmembers, isawelcomedevelopment, Both the Liberals and the BQ labour, democratic and social rightsdby the congress of the Québec-
distorts electoral outcomes and ifeflecting a growing trend amongemerged from the election badlyand services, not unlike the vicioushbased CSN labour central. The
this case negated the anti_ToryNorking people to break away frommauled, and their respective leader&usterity” policies being imposed Communist Party of Canada urges
sentiments of the majority of thethe grasp of the old-line parties of k_)ig(lgnatieff and Duceppg) ha_v_eby right-wing governments a_crossdelegatgs at thes_e key Iabo_ur
Canadian people. The struggle fopusiness. Clearly, a larger proportiorresigned. The post-election crisisEurope, and by Republican-conventions to seize upon this
democratic electoral reform, Of electors, especially among youthin both these camps could take theontrolled states inthe U.S. Workersopportunity to set those wheels in
beginning with some form of and students, were attracted by NDPorm  of  further political in the federal public service aremotion.

The Global Economy’s Corporate Crime Wave

May 5, 2011, by Jeffrey D. Even today, the banking lobbyillegal bribery of Nigerian officials_ epidemic proportion_s. _ Fortpnately, the_ rapid _and
Sachs' WWW,project- runs roughshod over regulatorso enable the company to win Corporate corruption is out of pervasive flow of information
didate or' and poI|t|9|ans. . _ access to that cqqntry’s oil fleldscpntrol for two main reasons. .F|rst,nowadays could act as a kind of
syn -0rg Corruption pays in American - access worth billions of dollars. bigcompanies are nowmultinationaldeterrent  or  disinfectant.
New York - The world is drowning politics as well. The current When Nigeria’s government while governments remain national.Corruption thrives in the dark, yet
in corporate fraud, and thegovernor of Florida, Rick Scott, charged Halliburton with bribery, Big companies are so financiallymore information than ever comes
problems are probably greatest ivas CEO of a major health-carethe company settled the case oupowerful that governments are afraido light via email and blogs, as well
rich countries - those with company known as Columbia/ofcourt, paying afine of $35 million. to take them on. as Facebook, Twitter, and other
supposedly “good governance.” Of course, there were no Second,companiesarethe majosocial networks.
Poor-country governments consequences whatsoever fofunders of political campaigns in ~ We will also need a new kind of
probably accept more bribes ang Cheney. The news barely made @laces like the US, while politicians politician leading a new kind of
commit more offenses, but it is rich Other ripple in the US media. themselves are often part ownerspolitical campaign, one based on
countries that host the global Impunity is widespread - indeed, or at least the silent beneficiaries ofree online media rather than paid
companies that carry out the larges . most corporate crimes go un-corporate profits. Roughly one-media. When politicians can
offenses. Money talks, and it is noticed. The few that are noticedhalf of US Congressmen areemancipate themselves from
corrupting politics and markets all VOICeS typically end with a slap on the millionaires, and many have closecorporate donations, they will
over the world. wrist, with the company - meaningties to companies even before theyegain the ability to control
Hardly a day passes without a its shareholders - picking up aarrive in Congress. corporate abuses.
new story of malfeasance. EveryHCA. The company was chargedmodest fine. The real culprits atthe  As a result, politicians often look  Moreover, we will need to light
Wall Street firm has paid with defrauding the United Statestop of these companies rarely neethe other way when corporatethe dark corners of international
significant fines during the pastgovernment by overbilling for to worry. Even when firms pay behaviour crosses the line. Even ifinance, especially tax havens like
decade for phony accounting,feimbursement, and eventuallymega-fines, their CEOs remain. Thegovernments try to enforce the lawthe Cayman Islands and secretive
insider trading, securities fraud,pled guilty to 14 felonies, paying a Swiss banks. Tax evasion,
Ponzi schemes, or outrightfine of $1.7 billion. kickbacks, illegal payments,
embezzlement by CEOs. A The FBI's investigation forced bribes, and other illegal
massive insider-trading ring is Scott out of his job. But, a decade transactions flow through these
currently on trial in New York, and after the company’s guilty pleas, accounts. The wealth, power, and
has implicated some leadingScott is back, this time as a “free illegality enabled by this hidden
financial-industry figures. And it market” Republican politician. system are now so vast as to
follows a series of fines paid by When Barack Obama wanted threaten the global economy’s
America’s biggest investmentsomebody to help with the bailout legitimacy, especially at a time of
banks to settle charges of variou®f the US automobile industry, he unprecedented income inequality
securities violations. turned to a Wall Street “fixer,” and large budget deficits, owing
There is, however, scantSteven Rattner, even thoug to governments’ inability
accountability. Two years after theObama knew that Rattner was politically - and sometimes even
biggest financial crisis in history, under investigation for giving operationally - to impose taxes on
which was fuelled by unscrupulouskickbacks to government officials. the wealthy.
behaviour by the biggest banks orAfter Rattner finished his work at So the next time you hear about
Wall Street, not a single financialthe White House, he settled theshareholders are so dispersed antbmpanies have armies of lawyers corruption scandal in Africa or
leader has faced jail. Whencase with a fine of a few million powerless that they exercise littleto run circles around them. Theother poor region, ask where it
companies are fined fordollars. control over the management. resultis a culture of impunity, basedstarted and who is doing the
malfeasance, their shareholders, But why stop at governors or The explosion of corruption - in on the well-proven expectation thatcorrupting. Neither the US nor any
not their CEOs and managers, papresidential advisers? Former Viceghe US, Europe, China, India,corporate crime pays. other “advanced” country should
the price. The fines are always &resident Dick Cheney came to theéAfrica, Brazil, and beyond - raises ~ Given the close connections ofbe pointing the finger at poor
tiny fraction of the ill-gotten gains, White House after serving as CEGa host of challenging questionswealth and power with the law, countries, for it is often the most
implying to Wall Street that corrupt of Halliburton. During his tenure at about its causes, and about how teeiningin corporate crime willbe an powerful global companies that
practices have a solid rate of returnHalliburton, the firm engaged in control it now that it has reachedenormous struggle. have created the problem.
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7 GLOBAL CLASS STRUGGLE

Cote d’Ivoire care for wounded protesters”. AtUnions, and leftist partiesralliedto In January, after sharp rises inreach to migrate and theiremployers
. least 30 people have been killed irtelebrate their new freedomsfood prices sparked riots aroundlid notincrease their salary for the
union leader Bahrain since mid-February. MoreProtesters sang national songs artthe country, the governmentlast three to four years. Around
.. than 400 other people are facingecited poetry describing the toughsuspended customs duties anto years back, the basic salary for
MISSINg trial, and over one percent of theworking conditions as a result of VAT on sugar imports and cookinga foreign garment worker was set at

. i country’s workforce have beenthe policies of the former regime. oil until Aug. 31. The budget law JD 110, while it was JD 150 for a
Basile Mahan Gahé, generakired for being away from work The Egyptian governmentwillextend the waiver until the end Jordanian, he added. Workers are
secretary of the ITUC affiliated during the protests. announced in April that workers of the year. also paid for overtime, bringing the
organisation Dignité in Cote The AFL-CIO is urging have the right to establish The 74-year-old president saidgross monthly salary of a foreign
d’lvoire was arrested in late April, washington to suspend a freéndependent labour unions.in a speech on April 15 that heworker stands around JD 200 ($320

after western-backed Alassa,ne Although left-wing groups have would ensure freer elections,US). There are around 25,000
Ouattara won the country’s been a central part of the oppositiommend the constitution and endBangladeshi workers in Jordan.
internal power struggle to becomef™ ) movement, it has been unusual fothe jailing of journalists. Bouteflika

president.The trade union leade]
was taken from his home by
members of the Republican Force
of Cote d’lvoire (FRCI). His house
was ransacked and all his propert]
was taken.

Thetrade union’s offices, which
were also ransacked, are now bein

themtorally openly fortheir cause.says the proposed political i i
But the number of socialist partieschanges should be ready for“]ournaIIStS kl”Ed

is growing rapidly. Among those submission to parliamentlater thisgCross the g|obe
present at the rally were theyear, but the constitutional

Workers Democratic Party, thechanges would not be submitted The number ofjournalists killed
Socialist Popular Alliance, the until after the next parliamentaryacross the globe last year hit 101,
Egyptian Socialist Party, theelection, due in May 2012. He didthe second highest figure since
Communist Party and thenotspecify what political reforms the 1990s, the International Press

occupied by security forces. The Revolutionary Socialists. he was proposing or how thelnstitute (IPI) said on May 3. The
general secretary ofthe Federatio Workers are demanding anconstitution would be changed. most dangerous region was Asia,
?;Epélﬁ(%?)o'mé)usd '.I;rade Unlonts immediate improvement of their with 40 journalists killed. Thirty-
juaged It necessary living conditions. One of the key i two journalists were killed in the
leave the country. demands is to raise the montthTeXtIIe workers AmeJricas, making it the second
During the first week after the minimumwage, currently setat400strike in Jordan most dangerous continent.
arrest, media sources publishe¢ade pactwith Bahraininresponsé&gyptian Pounds (about US$70) Pakistan became the deadliest

conflicting reports regarding GahE g the anti-union crackdown. Hometo 1200 Egyptian Pounds (about Some 3,000 striking Asian country with 15 deaths, followed
The ITUC has urged theof the U.S. Navy's 5th Fleet, US$200). They want wages to bavorkers  including 800 byMexico (12)and Honduras (10).
government to release Gahé, if h@ahrain is a key U.S. ally in thetied to rising inflation, and a Bangladeshis in Jordan returned “Although the number of

is indeed still being held, unlessregion. While Washington hasmaximum salary set at about 130 work in early May after their journalists killed was down,

specific charges are broughtyyplicly condemned violence andtimes the minimum wage. employers agreed a minimal paycompared to 2009 when 110 died -
against him. ITUC General mass arrests, U.S. officials have The rally also condemned thehike by 10 to 15 Jordanian Dollarsincluding dozens in a massacre in
Secretary Sharan Burrow alsostopped short of taking more direciprivatization of the public sector, (JD) making way for themto resumethe Philippines - the final tally was
appealed to the Ivorian authoritiesaction against Bahrain's rulers. which left millions of Egyptian work. Around 2,000 others, still the second-worst annual

to urgently guarantee the free workers jobless, and called for thehowever, continued the strike theyfigure since IPI's Death Watch
exercise of trade union rights. Wharfies step u return of these companies to thestarted almost a month before. Obegan in the early 1990s,” a
“We will continue to keep a pup government. them, about 600 are Bangladeshisstatement by the organization said.
close eye on the situation in Cotegtrike action Prime Minister Essam SharafdidWorkers from Sri Lanka, India, ~The IPI also said the number of
d’lvoire,” said Burrow. “Cote not attend an army-sponsored Magangladesh and Nepal demandedountries where journalists were

d’lvoire is under obligation t0  naritime union workers began Day celebration organized by thea hike in their basic salary from JDbeing killed had risen, “indicating
guarantee fundamental rights foiyg hours of strike action on May 7official General Federation of Trade110 ($160 US) to JD 150 ($210 US)that the threat to journalists is
everyone.  Trade  union gtportkKembla, inNew South WalesUnions, opting instead to issue a The companies that raisedwidening.”

organisations mustbe able to carrgtate. The industrial action includedstatement on national televisionsalaries include Sun Jordan Over the last five years 472
out their legitimate mission of 16 hours of work bans and workThe official celebration in Salam Company, Rainbow Textile, journalists have been killed, most

defending workers.” limitations as well as a 48-hourCity was the first since a popularPrestige Apparel and Jerastof them in Iraq and in the Phil-
. stoppage. revolt ousted Hosni Mubarak, whoGarments. Others in negotiationsppines. In 2009, 32 journalists died

Charges agamst The strike action follows similar annually used Labor Day toincluded Starling Apparels, Oasisin a massacre in the southeast

. . protests that Maritime Union of appease workers with insignificantFashion and Ivory Garments.  Asian country as they accom-
Bahrain medical Australia (MUA) workers staged raises, while hisgovernmentrejected One striker said the employeeganied a local election candidate in

k the previous weekend in Sydneygpemands for afair minimumwage.spent over Tk 2 lakh ($2700 US)the Maguindanao province.

WOrkers Melbourne, Brisbane and

L - Freemantle. Stevedoring company; i i i i

Bahrain's justice minister has o or oo o SNISOTPAAlgeria reacts to Many items in our "Global Class

S?'d 47dme_tdr:cal t\{vorkers .W”tl ?ﬁe\;,)vrotracted negotiations overprotests Struggle" column are from the
state during the recent unrest i¥ages and working conditions. Labour S tart website
the Gulfkingdom The 23 doctors Meanwhile, low-paid Australian ~ Algeria announced a sharp !
and 24 nursgs had bromoted effortyorkers have won a platform toincrease in budget spending ang www .labourst art.org
o bring down the SFl)Jnni monarchy prove theirwages and conditionsvaived duties on staple foods on

following an historic industrial May 2, in a move designed to stop \

and spread false news, Khaled Bin & - qacision. Aged carepublicdiscontentspilingoverintof Sand me information on the ‘&ﬁ>

Ali Al Khalifa alleged. : ; .
Bahraini forces stormed theWorkers are the first employees tahe kind of revolts rocking othe

. )
: . " ~testnew provisionsinthe Fair WorkArab states. Communist Partv of Canada=:;
I\Sﬂagr:g?nnz'iy? tmeggcuﬂtrignlg%égtf\ctthataIIowtheIow—paidtqgroup ~One of the European Union’y y -
hospital - in April as they attempted ogetherand bargain onan industrypiggest suppliers of natural gag

to quell the protests led mostly byIeveI. In its decision, Fair Work Algeria has been using its cash

The Communist Party of Canada, formed in 1921, has a proud history of
. . . fighting for jobs, equality, peace, Canadian independence, and socialfsm.
Shia majority community. The A?stzall?[]haszo?ftlrmhecll tht?]gelnera{)eser]\c;es_to SOOthte_ grlevanl(_:tes almd The CPC does much more than run candidates in elections. We think theffight
hospital had become a shelter fof i O (e ACL T0 NETp e Iow- Dy OTering cautious PONNCal] against big business and its parties is a year-round job, so our membefs are
demonstrators and doctors weréa'd access trl](e barga'”'Pg S)F]Stem%fo_rmj- bAt a C%bmet rl?deeltm'g active across the country, to build our party and to help strengthen people’s
providing information on the Fallj Wor AUStra la has chaired by President Abdelazi movements on a wide range of issues. All our policies and Ieader’shlp arp set
number of dead and Woundedauthorlsed the United Voice unionBouteflika, the government] democratically by our members. To find out more about Canada’s party of
Officials said the facility had beento act on behalf of these workersapproved amendments to the 2041 socialism, contact the nearest CPC office.

“overrun by political and sectarianThe decision means all low-paidbudget which would increasq Central Committee CPC

activity”. Dozens of doctors, aged care workers not covered byublic spending by 25 percent, 290A Danforth Ave, Toronto, ON, M4K 1N6

. n enterprise agreement will The extra spending would b : .
. . . . 416-469-2446  <inf -pcc.ca> . t-party.
giusr;sF?egpgd other medical sta eceive the right to bargain.concentrated on pay increases fr info@cpe-pec.ca> - www.communist-party.c

At a May 3 news conference However, one group of aged carqoublipgectorworkers,.higherstat
Sheikh Khaled read out the Chargéworkers have pe_en excluded fromsyb5|d|es on flour, r’r_1|lk, cooking
facing the medics, which inCIudeﬁ]dustry bargalmng becal_Jse theyil and sugar, creating work fo
promoting efforts ’to bring down have .preV|oust negotiated ayoung unemployed people an
the government. harmin thecoIIectlve agreement, even thouglbuilding new houses. These ha

9 ’ 9 they are defined as low-paid. beenthe focus of discontentamo

public by spreading false news, :
embezzlement of public funds, Algerians and have led to protes

Parti Communiste du Quebec(section du  Ottawa CPC
Parti communiste du Canada) Tel: 613-232-7108

5359 Ave Du Parc, Suite "C" Manitoba Committee CPC

Montreal, QC, H2V 4G9 387 Selkirk Ave., Winnipeg, MB, R2W 2M3
Email: pcq@cpc-pcc.carél: 438-338-8890 Tel/fax: 204-586-7824

B.C. Committee CPC X

706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, BC, V5L 3J1  Ontario Ctee. CPC

Tel: 604-254-9836 E-mail: cpbc@telus.net 290A Danforth Ave., Toronto, M4K 1N6
Tel: 416-469-2446

) - ; ; and riots in the past few months} Edmonton CPC Hamilton Ctee. CPC
Box 68112, 70 Bonnie Doon PO A :
forcefully occupying a public Red flags In Cairo though none has so far coalescq gk eaL12, 0 Bonrie ¢ 265 Mohvin Ave.. Apt, 815

building, incitement, and
participating in illegal protests. Red flags were waved as

Physicians for Human Rights haghousands of Egyptians celebrate
said there is “hard evidence ofMay First at Tahrir Square.
systematic and co-ordinated attack¥vorkers from factories across
against medical personnel becausegypt, the newly founded
of their efforts to provide unbiasedFederation of Independent Labou

Tel: 780-465-7893 Fax: 780-463-0209  Hamilton, ON, L8H 2K3
Tel: 905-548-9586
Calgary CPC

Unit #1, 19 Radcliffe Close SE, Atlantic Region CPC

Calgary, AB, T2A 6B2 Tel: 403-248-6489 BOx 70, Grand Pré, NS, BOP 1MO
Telffax: 902-542-7981

Saskatchewan CPC

Email: <mail@communist-party-sk.ca>

into the kind of movement tha
ould challenge the government’
old on power. The budge
measures stillneed to be approv
by parliament, but this is usually
formality because Bouteflika allie
have a majority.

J
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UK Trade unions call for end to war on Libya

The UK'’s two biggest unions - lasting solution that meets thecontribute to the development of “Congress, therefore, urges thelemocracy; and encourage the
Unite and Unison - and the ScottisHegitimate aspirations of the Libyancivil society organisations, suchUK Governmentto: work towards growth of an independent civil

Trade Union Congress (TUC) haveP€ople.” as independent trade unionsa cessation of the current militarysociety in Libya and other Middle
called on the governments of the The following was issued by which are required to build action in Libya and towards aEasternnations, including support
UK, France and the US to halt thehe Scottish TUC: democracy and ensure lastingliplomatic solutionthatwillallow for the development of truly
air attacks on Libya. The ‘This Congress supports thechange for Libya. for a peaceful transition toindependent trade unionse’
statements from the labour groupsight to protest for people around

were issued in mid-April. the world and expresses its

i its satement, Unite says:soliariywitnpeoplentivawno - Canadian boat Tahrir to join Flotilla

“Unite believes the attack onseek democracy and reg_ime )
Libya by British, French and US change. Congress, however,isnot The Canadian Boat to Gazaneeded overthe nextfew weeks o6f Gaza can travel freely and trade

forces is wrong and should peconvinced that the current militarycampaign has announced théundraising. Withtheworld,_we_willcontinyeto
halted. While holding no brief for action is contributing to a positivesuccessful  conclusion of The 25-metr@ahrir will carry  challenge this illegal military
Colonel Gaddafi and his regime,solution for the Libyan people. arrangements to purchase za_ndbout45d<_elegate§from acro_ssthblockade." _
and strongly supporting the “Congress is concerned thatreglster_aboattocarrytheCanadlanoun_try, hlgh profile Canadians The Israeli government
movements now developing forthe military action taken by delegatlon to Gaz_a. _The b(_)at’spI_USjournahsts. As well, the bqatcontmues to threaten the use of
democracy and freedom acros®ritish, French and US forcesnameTahrir (Liberationin Arabic) will carry delegates from Australia, force against the Freedom Flotilla
the Arab world, Unite believes thegoes beyond the scope of the UNnas been chosen to honour th8elgium and Denmark. A new Il. The campaign is calling on all
present military intervention is aresolution and has resulted insquare in Cairo that was the focusvebsite tahrir.ca has been Canadians, including Members of
mistake because: civilian casualties. Furthermore,of the democratic uprising in Egypt.launched, and will now be the siteParliament, to demand that the
“Itrisks killing Libyan civilians this action is likely to lead to  TheTahrirwill sail with vessels for onIin_e donations. Canadian government take
while doing nothing to end further and significant “mission from Frar_1ce, U_SA, UK, Ireland, Despite news that Egypt pla_msconcrete steps to guarantee the
hostilities on the ground. It creep’ increasing the huwm ltaly, Spaln,SWltzerIand,G_reece,toopent_h_e Rafah border crossingsafety of humanitarians headed to
prolongs a civil conflictwhenwhat anitarian costs and resulting inTurkey, and other countries, gsthe maritime blqckade by IsraelGaza. _ _
is needed is a ceasefire followed bjarge numbersofrefugeeSereing)artoftheFreedom FIOtIIIaII.Th_ls remains a major _obstacle to “My heqrt is Wlth. the
mediation. It raises ghpossibility the area. It may also result inlntt_arnatlonal movement in achlew.ng normal life in Gaza. TheparUmpa@nts _m_the Canapllg_n l_)oat
of escalation leading to military Britain becoming involved in a solidarity with the Pglestmlan Canadian Bogt to Gaza and ;heo Gaza|nth|s|mport§1nt|_n|t|at|ve
occupation of all or part of Libya, long and drawn out groundpeople turns the Spo_tllght on _theFree_dom FIc_>t|IIa movement W|I_I for frt_eedom and justice fqr
when similar occupations in |raq0ffensive, to the detriment ofthebloqkade of Gazaandits 1.6 millioncontinue until the Port of_ Gaza_ isPalestine. | urge the _Canadlan
and Afghanistan have shown howkibyan people. The belief thatresidents whose access tmpened to ensure free circulatiorgovernment to do all it can to
disastrous and counter-Gaddafi's regime would crumble resources and ability to travel haof goods and people. prevent Israeli aggression against
productive suchinterventionsarein the face of international been unilaterally impeded by the “Gaza is the only port on the the flotilla and the activists aboard
This could lead to a wider war inPressure has become less likeljllegal Israeli blockade. Mediterranean which is closed tothe boats,” says Jewish Holocaust
the region. with each passing day and this Fundraising for this campaignshipping and the only coastal aresurvivor and Palestine rights
“The action has little or no Arapb Congress believes that thehas been shared by thousands af the world which cannot accessactivist Suzanne Weiss in Toronto.
involvement, and is opposed bycurrent military action has Canadians from c_oast to coast tats own_terrltorlal waters,” points For more information, visit _
amongstothers, Russia, Chinaangrecipitated a stalemate. coast, and organizers expect t(mutDayld HeaqutheCBGst.egrlngNww.canadaboatgaza.org oremail
India, |eavingitdependentonthosé:urthermore,thisactivitydoesnotsecure the remaining amountommittee. “Until the Palestiniansinfo@canadaboatgaza.omy.

western powers whose policies
have aroused deep hostility
throughout the Middle East.

s conrast 0 e SN AINIST @S: Where do they st and today?

government to the autocrats in
Bahrain, Saudi Arabia and
elsewhere who have been allowe

However, the USA feared further
revolutions would occur in Latin

y Rozhin Emadi, West
ancouver

to repress movements for America. Ronald Reagan ofte
democracy in their own countries  “Viva La Revolucion”. These referred to the Sandinistas as “th
withimpunity. are the words | kept seeing on thenemy of freedom”, despite the

“We urge the British streetsofNicaragua, andthe poweimprovements in education, healt
government to think again, call athese words contain still amazegare, and Agrarian Reformwhich the
halt to the military action and urgeme. The Revolution of NicaraguaSandinistas provided incompariso
a general ceasefire to be followedn 1979 united the people to fightto life under the Somoza regime.
by international mediation.” for their rights, and for the change My Global Ed 2011 class atWes

Unison issued a similarthatthey deserved after living forVancouver Secondary recentl
statement on the war in Libya: yearswithnoabilitytostandupforprovided me with great

“Therecord of the Gadaffiregime their needs, for their families, andopportunities to work and to
and the serious concerns over théor their country. experience the culture of Nicaragua
safety of civilians in the areas of The Sandinistas united thewhile staying in Balgue, a
Libya that supported the revoltpeople together for a Revolution tocommunity on Ometepe Island. 'Photo by Rozhin Emadi
against his regime led to the Unitedjive Nicaragua back to its citizenswondered how the Sandinistas
Nations Security Council Inspired by the philosophies andwere viewed inNicaragua. Didtheyme a book of all the Sandinistareferred to himself as “the Sandino
resolution establishing the no-flyideologies of Augusto Cesarstill give the public hope, or areicons, and proudly explained whoof Balgue”. He told me, “I'm a
zone. However, the intervention ofSandino, the Sandinistas were ablthey going to be beaten in thethey were, and why they weresupporter of the Sandinista Party,
NATO forces potentially risks to provide the people with hope toupcoming 2011 election? Afterinspirational. | listened and triedtoand like Sandino said, it doesn't
prolonging a civil conflict and a fight for the country they dreamedtalking to numerous Nicaraguansunderstand to the best of my ability matter who is running for president,
division on Libya, instead of a of seeing. | can conclude that a great numbeusing what little Spanish I knew toit is the ideologies of a party, which
of them support the Sandinistas.comprehend what she was sayings worth to fight for and to support.”

As | sitinside our red tour bus, Later, Italkedto TaniaGutierrez, The majority of the Community

: H - I look outside, to see and observéhe translator for our program. Sheén which we spent the most of our

SO I I d arl ty G re etl n g S Managua. Looking around, | noticesupports the FSLN, because theitime were supporters of the FSLN.
- phrases written on buildings thatumber one priority is health andMy home-stay family were also

on the occasion Of portray support of the FSLN education, which she believes argproud Sandinista supporters of

(Frente Sandinista de Liberaciorthe mostimportant aspects to haveéhem. Nonetheless, after asking alll

M ay 1 20 1 1 to Nacional), the party of the inacommunity. Taniatold methatthese people who they thought

1 Sandinistas. Butlwouldn't be ablethe Liberal Party in Nicaraguawantsyould win the next election, none

WOor ke rs | N C an ad a to make a fair analysis based orto privatize much of education andhad any idea. They were afraid that

graffiti. To truly know what health care, and if they win the nexthere could be a chance that the
Nicaraguan people think of theelection, they will destroy all the opposition could win.
and adCross the WO rld . government, | had to talk to asworkputintocreatingastronghealth Overall, I'm proud to say that
many as of them as | could. care and education systdnalso the people | got the chance to meet
| first discussed politics with talked to Roberto Myrena, thewere supporters of socialism and
my Spanish instructor in LagunaCoordinator of the community we the Sandinistas. We will have to
Andre K_Olompar de Apollo. Elenais an intellectualworked in, Mano Amiga. He wait till the 2011 election in
President young woman. She liked thementioned that he only ever votefNicaragua to get more of a precise
. . Sandinistas, she told me, thouglior the Sandinistas, the party thatiewpoint of where the Sandinistas
SOClety g&aff Union (SSU) she mentioned that she doesn’he believes is for the people ofstand, and how supported their
; like Daniel Ortega, the leader of theNicaragua. | was extremelygovernment is by the people.
TOFOHtO, Onério FSLN. She believes that strongehonoured to talk to Roberto’'s “Viva La Revolucion”; three
i leaders would better represent thgrandfather, and a dear friend ofvords, with powerful meanings
(S:aﬂ: employees WOkang fOl' Sandinista Party, which always getsnine, Julio Carrillo Castillo, who that sum up the fight for change
the SOClety of Energy PrOfeSSIOnals) her vote. Her whole family are fought in the 1979 Nicaraguanthat occurred in Nicaragua, a
supporters of the Sandinistas, irRevolution. A proud supporter of country I'm honoured to now refer
particular her brother. She showedandino, and of the Sandinistas, hto as a part of me.
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Australia’ s asylum

By Peter Mac, The
Guardian, Australia’s
communist newspaper

buildings at Sydney'’s Villawood on any family that has strugg
Detention Centre were burntdown half-way across the world to fi

On May 1, the last starving, sicksafety and a new life, is barelyunder which people who arrive

and disoriented rooftop protestetimaginable.
surrendered and came down.

Ahunger strike and sitin protestVillawood protest TV coverage
at the Curtin centre in Westerncaptured the voice of ayoung mai
Australia is continuing. The speakingwith a mobile phone fro
protest was sparked by the death rooftop. He asked: “What crime

During the protest riots over of a detainee, almost casuallyhave we committed, that we mus
the delays resulting from thedescribed by national dailies as “astay here so long?”
mandatory detention policy, ninesuicide”. Theimpactofsuchaloss That's

At one point during the “detained” (in effect imprisoned)

policies incite protestriot s

Wi |

e

.:LI—-.{T-.F

the fundamental,
ledunanswered question raised b
ndthe mandatory detention policy,

unannounced by boat are

g

&,

while their applications for asylum|g

FOOD FOR il

PEOPLE, NOT
FOR PROFITS

are considered.

The policy was introduced by
the former Keating government.
Priorto that, new arrivals were onl
detained, and then for the minimunt- — ) -
period, if they did not have a Refugee solidarity rally in Australia.
passport or means of identification,
before being released into then Western Australia. Opposition leader Tony Abbott
community. The policy of As of late April 3,361 asylum insists that the government’s only

Canada needs a
national food policy

By Chris Picek, Vancouver

With the 2011 federal election in the bag we can reflect on the

attacks, mudslinging and personality cults (or lack thereof) had
to do with intelligent, reasoned debate or ground level issues aff
working people.

Oneissue that the mainstream media completely ignoredis o
affects all humans, regardless of colour, creed or credentials:

Thisis unfortunate, since for the firsttime, all major parties incl
afood policy componentin their platforms. The Grits and Tories
largely long on style but short on substance to affect change. Th
hit closest to the mark by way of the Heritage Breed Act, which w

sector for the future.
The Green Party put focus on the critical issue of food sovere

remove any obligations to agribusiness.
According to the People’s Food Policy, 2.5 million Canadian

table eating and aresurgence of local farms. This has been spea
by chefs, restaurateurs and farmers.

While an admirable effortto reestablish a link between produce
consumer, it is overlooked that this wonderful bounty is priced @
range for most working people and the poor. The alternative isto
to the unholy trinity of sugar-fat-salt which passes for food in
industrially provisioned supermarkets. Even those who could &
a local, organic diet do not know, due to decades of propagar

of our pretend democracy in Canada. The parade of irrelevant pgrs

aim to preserve biodiversity and establish a sustainable agricult
by amending the Canadian Food Inspection Agency mandate 9

food insecure. There has been a surge in the last ten years in far

community release still applies toseekers were being held insolution to the asylum seeker
those who arrive by plane. mainland detention centres.problem is to “pick up the phone
The Keating government Another 1,215 were housed inand ring Nauru”. Opinion polling
adopted the mandatory detentiomommunity or residential suggests that if an election were
policy after an increase inaccommodation. The detentionheld today the government would
unannounced boat arrivals. Thecentres are all overcrowded, one obe defeated, in which case the
numbers were very small (theythe key factors that has sparkedicious policies of the Howard
remain less than one percent ofiots for years. Another 1,934regime, which saw some asylum
Sthew immigrants). However, the detainees are still being held in theseekers detained for five years,
Syernment took a political Christmas Island centre, designeavould be re-imposed.
lit ortunist approach, by treatingto hold a maximum of 800 people.  For that matter, neither of the

ctif qu arrival of the “boat people” asThe 504 detainees at the existingwo parties is willing to abandon

-

invasion, which would be Sherger centre in Queenslandmandatory detention. Neither
o fiefeated by punishing them andoriginally ~ designed  to appears to have considered the
00 reby deterring others. ~ accommodate 300), are beingossibility that the policy actually
quq' It clearly did no s_uch thing. housed in tents, anothe_r factoincites violent beha\(|our., or that
Ve evc_ertheless, the policy has beerhat led to the protest riots onunnecessary detention is itself a
LN ained by every subsequenChristmas Island. crime that violates human rights.
ou deral government. Australia is However, the primary factor ~Opposition immigration
I‘,?(jlonlydevelOpedwestem natiorunderlying the protestsis the delayspokesperson Scott Morrison
Uit treats the desperate peoplin being released, an inevitableaccurately described the
ig who arrive in Ieaky boats Seekingresult of the mandatory detentiongovernment’sinitiativesas“... the
%Ip by slapping them into policy. Independent MP Andrew same toxic policy cocktail of
ention centres. Wilkie attacked the Pontville centreovercrowding, processing delays
plan, and described the mandatorgnd now people intents that existed
detention policy as on Christmas Island, and is now
“fundamentally unethical”. appearing in mainland centres.”
However, the opposition coalition
now wants any protest action to
result in confinement, suspension

t

5 al

I .
mli(etermlned to
hepgseat the disaster

erandAmnesty International has Criminal policies

ut gtated that the practice of building S .
resever-bigger detention centres to The government is increasing\(;:si't?rn:i'grr]?gO;ﬂg;ﬁlcee;s'ng and
ouiold asylum seekers who arrivethe number of mainland detention The ggove’rnment's résponse is
ffolyy boat is the problem, not thecentres, but the off—shoreIittle better. Immigration Minister
dadgyution. That has not deterredprocessing policy has not beerk| s Bowen has declared that the

agribusiness that have convinced us it is normal to eat Calit
strawberries in January or Peruvian asparagus in April.

This illustrates our heavy dependence on imports, often
countries where food production is profoundly undemocratic
relies on migrant labour that may be ill treated and poorly paid
is compounded by the environmental degradation that come
industrial agriculture and the huge amounts of fuel, water and che
it requires to function.

An area of specific concern in Canada is that of food deserts.
are pockets in primarily urban suburbs where residents do not hay
access to affordable quality food. A visit to the grocery involves
journey, or a lengthy trip on public transit. This problem is exaspdrat
in some rural and northern communities in particular, where rgm
locations and very short or non-existent growing seasons mean fr
meat or vegetables are rare and/or prohibitive in price.

A well thought out policy on food administered at the federal
must take into account the particular needs of our country’s dispar
regions and their unique populations, climate and demographicg. 1
way to ensuring we all have something good to eat begins with
admission at all levels of government that access to food is thg b
human right. This right cannot be overlooked under any circumsjtar
whatever.

We can start by accepting that smaller scale, biodiverse farms gre

orrjalia Gillard's Labor government, abandoned. The  Gillard difference  between
which is now building a new government is still defending its / /= . o0 and opposition

frodetention centre to house 40(lan to dump asylum seekers in olicies is the Liberals' broposed

argingle adult men at Pontville neamew processing centre on Easf ) osition of financial F()enaplties

Thitobart, as well as a 1,500-persofimor, even though the WhFi)Ch he dismissed asﬂittle more

s witbntre at Wickham Point in government of that country hasy,. 0o .o en

micBlsrwin, and another at Northamemphatically rejected the idea. Thg newgoo-de.tainee Pontville

centre, which will be surrounded
by double chainwire fences and
built on a treeless plain notorious
for its bitter winds, symbolises the
government’s draconian
approach.

Significantly, the name itselfis
an anagram of Pentonville, the
notorious early Victorian English
prison. Indeed, British government
policies of that period resulted ina
grossly punitive approach to minor
crimes and misdemeanours, which
in turn led to the settlement of the
Australian mainland as a penal
colony.

The presentfederal government
has certainly not learnt the lessons
of history. Paul Power of the
Refugee Council of Australia,
commented: “The Pontville planis
an elaborate, inhumane and costly
way to deal with 400 people who
have committed no crime and for
whom there is no demonstrable
reason for continued detention.”

And that is a good summary of
the worth of the off-shore
processing and mandatory
detention policiese

only

These
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costs and environmental fallout. The biodiversity and integrity gf t

ecosystem must be protected and nurtured, since it is upon this

we depend for life itself.
Producers that practice sustainable methods and humane fani

husbandry must be encouraged and endorsed at all levels. Peogle must _ ) o

have a framework in which to help themselves by means of an|urta¥f contributor Gurpreet Singh took this photo of a building at 28

food production program that makes use of land that is otherwig&an Streetin London’s Soho district, where Karl Marx, his wife
wasted: golf courses, parking lots and half-empty condo Jenny, and their children lived from 1851 to 1856. The inset at

developments. top left is a close-up of the historical plaque placed by the

It is imperative that all Canadians, indeed, all people of the Earfireater London Council. Marx paid 22 pounds a year for the two-
have access to healthy, tasty, sustainable, affordable and appropfigf flat, which he described as a hovel. Despite living in dire

sustenance. The wars of the future may well be fought over fodd aPfeVerty; Marxengaged in writing, research and political activity
water, not oile duringthese years. Today the main floor of the building is awell-

known restaurant.
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Building Solidarity from
South Africa to Palestine

Solidarity Tour

. . - . ) ) .. Solidarity from South Africa
Excitement is building for a 400-500 military checkpoints, ConseilMontreal; London&District 4 Palestine, May 15-30 cross-

cross-Canada speaking tour witlroadblocks, fences, and othetabour Council; Metropolitan canada tour by speakers from

trade union representatives fronobstacles that separate Palestiniadontréal Central Council, pglestinianFederationofUnions
South Africaand Palestine. Takingworkers from their workplaces. ~ Confédération des syndicatsyt yniversity Professors and
place May 1510 30, the tour features - The General Union of Palestiniannationaux; Retail, Wholesale andempjoyees” (PFUUPE) and
representatives from theWorkers (GUPW), Palestinian Depa”mentsmreu”io”(RWDSU)SouthAfricanUnionofMunicipaI
Palestinian Federation of UnionsGeneral Federation of Trade Uniond.ocal 568; Teaching Support Staffyy/orkers (SAMWU). Forinfoand
of University Professors and(PGFTU), and the PalestinianUnion, Social Justice Committee,qates, see article on this page.
Employees (PFUUPE) and theFederation of Independent TradeSimon Fraser University; Toronto
South African Union of Municipal Unions (PFITU) have been at theSecondary Unit Ontario English
Workers (SAMWU). forefront of the Palestinian Catholic Teachers AssociationDaVioI Rovics concert
Mathematician Dr. Amjad movement challenging theseHuman Rights’ Committee; fundraiser for Canadian B t't
Barham s the head of the Palestinenultiple violations of Palestinian Vancouver & District Labour (l;m ra|ssert o'\r/l anzal Ia7r?3(§)a 0
Polytechnic University employeesworkers’ rights. Council. Bgéaéua.“ 288/9 4[5 : | pg]t’
union and the President of the Thetourwillhelptoconsolidate Other groups include BoycottAd =Uhna ’$20 Ougda/§$15'
PFUUPE, whichrepresents unionghe worker-to-worker solidarity Israeli Apartheid Campaign, mission wage
atall Palestinian universitiesinthealready established between/ancouver; Coalition Against unwaged, callKevin, 595-3991.
West Bank and Gaza. At PV pres$alestinian and Canadian andsraeli Apartheid; Faculty for
time, the SAMWU speaker hadQuébécois trade unionists. Palestine; Independent Jewis i
not been announced. Trade union sponsors andVoices; London Solidarity Re:lmagine Schools,
Palestinian trade unionsendorsersofthetourandlocalevent€oalition for Palestine; Notin Our Defending the Potential of Public
continue to confront a daily reality include: Canadian Union of PostalName: Jewish Voices OpposingEducation, Tue., May 17, 7:30
of military occupation, apartheid Workers (CUPW-STTP); CUPE- Zionism; Students Against IsraeliPm, at Museum of Vancouver,
walls and neoliberal austerity. InOntario Division; CUPE Local 15 Apartheid; Tadamon! Montreal; 1100 Chestnut St. Presented
Gaza, 98% of industrial operationgVancouver); CUPE Local 2491; The Canada-Palestine Suppor@y COPE Education Ctee., with
remain idle as a result of Israel’sCUPE Local 3903, Toronto; CUPENetwork (CanPalNet); and COPE trustees and other
blockade, which includes severd_ocal 3906, Hamilton Political Action StopWar Vancouver. speakers. Tickets $10 online
restrictions on electricity, heatingCommittee; CUPE Ontario  Tour dates: thrueventbrite, or contact COPE
oil, natural gas and constructioninternational Solidarity Committee; MONTREAL -Tue.,May17,7pm, at 604-255-0400 or
materials. In the occupied WestCUPE Toronto District Council; Centre St. Pierre Salle 304, 1212, rueope@cope.bc.ca.
Bank, 25% of the population Fédé-ration nationale desPanet(metroBeaudry). Info: 514- eft Film Night, 7 pm, Sunday,
continues to face food insecurityenseignants et enseignantes dé69-0106. May 22, Centre for Socialist
as well as a complex network ofQuébec (FNEEQ); FTQ RegionalOTTAWA - Wed., May 18, 7 pm, Education, 706 Clark Drive.
. . . CUPW National Office, 377 Bank St. Screening “CHEVOLUTION”,
WINDSOR - Sun., May 22,2 pm, documentary on Korda’s iconic
Unionsto merge In SwaZIIand OakRoom, Vanier Hall, University photo of Che Guevara. Free, call
Special to PV transitional governmentwhich wil
lead to multiparty democracy, is

| of Windsor. 604-255-2041 forinfo.
TORONTO - Sat., May 21, 6:30 i taxation Conference, co-
The formation of a single key among the union’s demands
federation of trade unions “KingMswatilll hasthe powers

pm, Beit Zatoun, 612 Markham_ St'sponsored by BC Fed and
(Bathurst subway_). (Also dur_lng Coalition to Build a Better BC,
announced at a May Day rallyto appoint government. He forced® CUPE Ontario Convention, oy 57.28 (Friday 7-9 pm, Sat.
means that sub-Saharan Africa’people to attend cultural events in "ursday, May 26, 7 pm, Sheratong.35_4) -~ Mmaritime Labour
last absolute monarch will have tothe rural areas where the land is %totel, 123 Queen St. West.) Info:centre,” 1880 Triumph St.
deal with workers on the march.trust and the chiefs are his 16-828-3851. Registration $75 for union-
Union leaders revealed that withextension - and if you do not go AMILTON -Tue., May24,6pm, g55n50red; $50 individual; $35
the birth of Tucoswa (Trade Unionyou could be evicted.” McMaster University. low wage/student. Contact
Congress of Swaziland) therewill On April 12, the army and a “ONDON -Wed., May 25, 7 pm, \/p) ¢ 604-254-0703.
no longer be two centres of labourbolstered police force was sent tq 2/Puddie room, 380 Adelaide St'RevqutionaryBusTour sun.
Two labour groups, one headedtrush dissenters. Maxwell Dlamini, orth (athg),|nf0519-85§-9560. Mav 29 | 10 am from 706
b oy - : REGINA - Thur., May 27,7:30 pm, Vay 29, leaves l0amirom 70
y Mduduzi Gina, secretary generapresident of the Swaziland ' o : ' Clark Drive. Visit sites in
of Swaziland’s Federation of Tradestudents union, and MusaReg'na Union Centre, 2709 12th

X , : : c . 2NR.ERO. Vancouverlinked with the history
Emons, the othert by Vmcelnt yfgiﬁb%m,ahégh—ranl_(tl_ng rgem?g@ﬁ\-jgg%sgg?g%ggg;.May29 of the Communist Party andhe
congwane, secretary general obf the banned opposition People’sy ' r i P ) LAY ol abour movementt Tickets $20

the Swaziland Federation of LaboutUnited Democratic Front, were " i -255-
- will be joined by the Swaziland arrested on April 13. They have ! umph St., (two blocks north of (mcluldes lunch). call 604-255
National Teachers Association, ofoeen denied bail repeatediy. Hastings), Info 604-779-7438.
which Sibongile Mazibuko is the
president. They will form one
powerful body. The leader of the
federation will be announced at a
later date when Tucoswais formallyB
instated, Gina said.

Mswati lll, the sole Africanroyal
guestto atthe nuptials of the DukeQuebec

y Johan Boyden

has

What's Left

Sanctions-Busting
Fundraiser for Abousfian
Abdelrazik, Monday, May 30, 7
pm, at Grandview Calvary
Baptist, 1803 E. 1stAve. Tickets
$20 at People’s Co-Op Books
and other locations. Hosted by
No One Is lllegal-Vancouver
(www.nooneisillegal.org) and
Streams of Justice.

19th Annual People’s Voice
Victory Banquet, 6 pm, Sat.,
June 4, Russian Hall, 600
Campbell Ave. Tickets $15from
706 Clark Drive, to reserve ph.
604-254-9836.

Winnipeg, MB

Mayworks Festival of Labour
and the Arts, throughout May,
call 947-2220, see www.may-
works.org for full program.

Making Connections:

Communities and Labour,

MayWorks event including
tribute to the legacy of Joe
Zuken, Wed., May 18, 7 pm,
Millennium Library, for info
contactJillat CCPA, 927-3200.

Marxism course , register with
the Communist Party at 586-
7824 or cpc-mb@mts.net

Toronto, ON

Hemingway On Stage: IN

DEADLY ERNEST, Thur.,June
2, 7:30 pm, 585 Cranbrooke
Ave., preview performance of
world premiere at the
International Colloquium Ernest
Hemingway in Havana, award-
winning actor Brian Gordon
Sinclair as Hemingway.
Sponsored by CCFA Toronto
(Canadian-Cuban Friendship
Association) and United Jewish
People’s Order, advancetickets
$10,door$15. Ph. Liz416-654-
7105 or Sharon 905-951-8499.

Montreal, QC

Palestinians And Jews

United, boycott/disinvestment/
sanctions picket, every
Saturday, 1-3 pm, outside Le
marcheur, at Duluth & St. Denis.

The election: a view from Quebec

FTQ and the Mafia, Tony Accurso. Liberals (who won only in seven students, Aboriginal people - even

Harper’'s governmentisthefirstAllophone and Anglophone a single mother who helps run a
The NDP 58-seat “surge” in majority in modern Canadian ridings on the island of Montreal) pub - to the seats of Parliament,
generatechistory without a significant andoverwhelmingly fromthe BQ, nexttolawyers, CEOs and bankers.

and Duchess of Cambridge, mayonsiderable discussion since theumber of seats in Quebec. Thigvho lost all their star candidates,The corporate media, having
wonder how much longer he carfederal election. Some in theraises serious implications for theincluding leader Gilles Duceppe. Americanized elections into a

be allowed to abuse his country’scorporate media have suggestetuture of federalism.

This should not be seen as #&orse-race between “the leaders”,

public purse. The autocraticthe collapse of Bloc Québécois to Just last winter Ezra Levant,rejection of sovereignty for is mocking the people for electing
monarch will soon be called tofour seats marks the death-knell ofonservative author and self-Quebec, which exists as arfrookie” MPs; most people never
account, according to Mazibuko.the sovereignist cause. Howeverstyled Zionist Albertan “red- unrecognized nation unequallyheard abouttheirlocal candidates,

The bills for the 50-strong the story is not so simple.

neck”, told the founding meeting locked into the constitution. After just Jack Layton.

entourage accompanying the Overwhelmingly, Quebecvotedof Francois Legault's new right- twenty years of protest votes for Whatare the implications of the
profligate king to London’s against the Harper Conservativaving group Réseau Liberté-Québedhe Bloc, voters questioned: whatanti-Harper vote for Quebec
Dorchester Hotel to watch the royalgovernment, reducing the total(RLQ) that separation would becan be achieved this way? Fopolitics, the left party Quebec
wedding would have gone a waynumber of Tories to six rural positive to conservatives in themost Québécois, sovereignty willSolidaire, the labour and people’s
to servicing what is among theridings. None in major urban areasfest of Canada. (The RLQ aim tobe determined by the people on thenovement, and the next provincial
election? These are important

world’s greatest equality gaps, inwhere working-class votes arebecome a political party that putsprovincial level.
acountry where 70 percent live inconcentrated, went Tory.
poverty - while the king is rated by
Forbes magazine as one of Africa’ro-war and anti-Quebec agenda, Leading right-wing have long

richest. the Tories were embroiled in afloated scenarios where th
Mazibuko said in her May Day scandal. Harper’s top advisor ininflammation of long-standing
speech: “Corruption levels areQuebec, Dimitri Soudas, wasgrievances helps provoke th
extremely high, costing in the exposed in alikely violation of the eventual separation of Quebec, a
region of R80 million per month conflict of interest law regarding area of strong popular support o
and the imminent civil servantthe appointment of the Port ofthe labour movement, social
salary cuts that we are beingMontreal'snew CEO. “MrHarper's programs, and peace.
threatened with, show that thispreferred candidate,” appears to The unexpected mass attractio
government has failed.” have been aggressively promotedf Quebec voters to the Ne
The dissolution of Mswati’'s by a notorious construction bossDemocrats fits thatmood. The ND
cabinet, the creation of awithlinkstothe Fonds de solidaritétook some votes away from th

separation second to the attack on These sentiments have sent aguestions for progressive forces
In addition to their anti-people, unions and environmentalists.) unusually large number of workersiin the time aheadh

People'svoice deadline:

June 1-15 issue: Thursday, May 19
June 16-30 issue, Thursday, June 2
Send submissions to PV Editorial Office,
706 Clark Drive, Vancouver, V5L 3J1,
<pvoice@telus.net>
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The Assassination of Osama bin Laden

By the way, Bin Laden was, for never know the feeling of theirare also the horrible images ofexplaining what happened? How
many years, a friend of the US, achild’'s embrace. Nearly 3,000 humanbeingswho,inGuantanamaozould he prevent those images
country that gave him military citizens taken from us, leaving aa Cuban occupied territory, walkfrom being broadcast to the world?

Fidel Castro Ruz, May 4,
2011, 8:34 pm.

Those persons who deal withtraining; he was also an adversary ajaping hole in our hearts.”
these issues know that on
September 11 of 2001 our people
expressed its solidarity to the US
people and offered the modes|
cooperation that in the area o
health we could have offered to thq
victims of the brutal attack against
the Twin Towers in New York.

We also immediately opened
our country’s airports to the
American airplanes that were
unable to land anywhere, give
the chaos that came about soQ
after the strike.

The traditional stand adopted
by the Cuban Revolution, which
was always opposed to any actio
that could jeopardize the life of
civilians, is well known.

down in silence, being submitted OnJanuary 28 of 2002 the CBS
for months, and even for years, tqournalist Dan Rather reported
unbearable and excruciatingthrough that TV network that on
tortures. Those are persons wh&eptember 10 of 2001, one day
were kidnapped and transferred tdbefore the attacks against the
secret prisons with the hypocriticalWorld Trade Center and the
connivance of supposedly civilizedPentagon, Osama Bin Laden
societies. underwent a hemodialysis at a
Obama has no way to conceainilitary hospital in Pakistan. He
that Osama was executed in frontvas physically unfit to hide and
of his children and wives, who aretake shelter inside deep caves.
now under the custody of the Having assassinated him and
authorities of Pakistan, a Muslimplunging his corpse into the bottom
country of almost 200 million ofthe sea are an expression of fear
inhabitants, whose laws have beeand insecurity which turn him into
violated, its national dignity a far more dangerous person.
offended and its religious The US public opinion itself,
traditions desecrated. after the initial euphoria, will end
How could he now prevent theup by criticizing the methods that,
women and children of the persorfar from protecting its citizen, will

Although we resolutely the USSR and Socialism. But, That paragraph expressed aho was executed out of the lanmultiply the feelings of hatred
supported the armed strugglenvhatever the actions attributed tadramatic truth, but can notand without any trial from and revenge against them.
against Batista's tyranny, we werehim, the assassination ofanunarmegrevent honest persons from
on principle, opposed to anyhuman being while surrounded byremembering the unjust wars
terrorist action that could causehis own relatives is somethingunleashed by the United State!
the death ofinnocent people. Suclabhorrent. Apparently this is whatin Iraq and Afghanistan, the

behaviour, which has beenthegovernmentofthemostpowerfuhundreds of thousands of
children who were forced to grow
In the carefully drafted speechup without their mothers and

maintained for more than half anation that has ever existed did.
century, gives us the right to
express our views about such @announcing Bin Laden’s deathfathers and the parents wh
sensitive matter.

Onthatday, ata public gatheringyet we know that the worstimagesgheir child s embrace.
that took place at Ciudadare those that were unseen to the Millions of citizens were taken
Deportiva, | expressed myworld. The empty seatatthedinnefrom their villages in Iraq,
conviction that international table. Childrenwho were forcedtoAfghanistan, Vietnam, Laos,

terrorism could never be eradicatedyrow up without their mother or Cambodia, Cuba and many othe

through violence and war. their father. Parents who wouldcountries of the world.

Still engraved in the minds of
hundreds of millions of persons

Obama legitimizes
execution without trial

Caracas, May 2 - Respondingtoth

List of countries the USA has
bombed since the end of WW2

Lebanon 1982-84
Grenada 1983-84
Libya 1986
ElSalvador 1981-92
Nicaragua 1981-90

Compiled by
www.globalresearch.ca

China1945-46
Korea1950-53

China1950-53 Iran1987-88 announcementbythe U.S. Preside
Guatemala 1954 Libya 1989 on the alleged murder of Al Qaedz
Indonesia 1958 Panama 1989-90 leader Osama Bin Laden, Carolu
Cuba 1959-60 Iraq 1991 Wimmer, Communist Party (PCV)
Guatemala 1960 Kuwait 1991 member of the Venezuelan
Belgian Congo 1964 Somalia1992-94 parliament, responded that“Obam
Guatemala 1964 Bosnia 1995 legitimizes execution without trial
Dominican Republic 1965-66  Iran 1998 as imperialist policy and
Peru1965 Sudan 1998 institutionalizes the extension of
Laos 1964-73 Afghanistan 1998 Bush Doctrine of Permanent War..
Vietnam 1961-73 Yugoslavia - Serbia 1999 “This practice, in fact,
Cambodia1969-70 Afghanistan 2001 delegitimizesinternational law and
Guatemala 1967-69 Libya2011 the institutions they themselveg

have established within the UN
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Obama asserts as follows: “Andwould never know the feeling of

are gaining strength with huge
support of popular movements,
they have also tried and are still
trying to carry out such actions.

“In 2002, we lived such a
situation in Venezuela with the
coup d’état on April 11; they tried
to do the same in Bolivia in 2008,
andin Ecuadorin2010. Inallthese
three cases, the Presidents were
not injured in kidnappings and
assassination attempts, but those
plans are part of the U.S.
warmongering policy.”

Wimmer called attention to the
dismissal of the bourgeois pressto
continued reports by President
Chavez about assassination
attempts. The media never point
out the violation of international
law by the Pentagon, he noted.

Speaking about the confused
system to condemn crimes againgieports of bin Laden’s execution
humanity, such asthe Internationahnd burial, Wimmer said that
Criminal Court. Whatisituseful for allowingthe U.S. Presidentto make
if execution is applied without an announcement of this
allowing the defence of (theimportance without having the
accused)? evidence in hand shows Obama’s

“... It is clear that executions weakness in the Pentagon’s circle
without trial will be applied to of power.
everyone included on the list of “Practically, they used himasa
adversaries, enemies or peopléuffoonand puthiminto question,
uncomfortable forimperialism. By so it would not be a surprise if, in
this same vision, Gadhafi’'sthe future, he were a victim of his
residence was bombed in order tewn practice.”
assassinate him, as well as the Finally, Wimmeradded, “I think
former President of Ivory Coast.that people of the Middle East and
Onbothfailed occasions, they werNorth Africa should consider
Heads of State still in office. In requesting the evacuation of U.S.
Libya, they keep trying.” troops from their territories

Wimmer emphasized that thisfollowing the dismantling of Al
strategy is not exclusive to theQaeda, because that was the main
Middle East. In Latin America, reason for these troops to remain
where progressive governmentshere.”e

Venezuelam Communist MP
Carolus Wimmer




