
1  •  PEOPLE’S VOICE  •  NOVEMBER 16-30, 2007

Prolétaires de tous les pays, unissez-vous!   Otatoskewak ota kitaskinahk mamawentotan    Workers of all lands, unite!

33333
Big bucks for kids

7
Figures don't lie, but...5

Blocking the vote

Printed in Canada by union labour
on recycled paper

See page 8See page 8See page 8See page 8See page 8

Global Class
Struggle reports:

VOICE
people'sNOV.

16-30,
2007

VOL. 15
#19

$1

No, the federal government hasn't
decided to create badly needed
child care spaces. Instead, big

corporate interests are moving in
on the system, looking for profits

at the expense of working families.

Talk about "election fraud" - if a federal
election was held today, as many as one
million eligible voters could be denied

access to the ballot across Canada.

There's an old saying: figures don't
lie, but liars figure. The recent

 "opinion survey" conducted by
Environics in Afghanistan is badly
tainted by the war lobby's political

agenda and sleazy tactics.
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Crises and
challenge
 in Labour:
fight or fold?

BC and Ontario Federations of Labour meet this month...

Commentary on page 6
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The Communist Party of Canada invites you to...

A NIGHT OF POLITICAL AND CULTURAL CELEBRATION OF THE

GREAT OCTOBER

SOCIALIST

REVOLUTION!
STEELWORKERS HALL, 25 CECIL ST., TORONTO

1 block south of College, East off Spadina at Grossman's Tavern

6:30pm SATURDAY, DEC. 8
Miguel Figueroa, CPC
leader just returned from an
international meeting in
Minsk, Belarus, on the
contemporary significance
of Great October

FEATURING
LIVE MUSIC, BAR,

AND BUFFET
DINNER!
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416-469-2446    www.communist-party.ca     rowley@cpc-pcc.ca

A donation to the Communist
Party is the best gift you can give
for Peace this holiday season.

 The Communist Party is
campaigning to drive out the
Harper Tories, to pull our forces
out of Afghanistan, and to win
an independent Canadian for-
eign policy of peace and disar-
mament.  We stand in solidarity
with Aboriginal peoples, with
workers resisting the corporate
attack on wages and working
conditions, and with the crucial
battle to defend Medicare.

You can help the CPC
spread this message with a tax
creditable donation, that will
generate a tax rebate of 75%
on the first $400 donated, a
further 50% on the next $350,
and another 33.3% on the next
$350 donated.

* Your donation of $400 will cost
you just $100, because Revenue
Canada will grant you a political
tax credit of $300 when you file
your taxes next spring.
* Your donation of  $750 will cost
you $275, with a political tax credit
of $475.
* Your donation of $1,000 will
cost $441.65, with a political tax
credit of $558.35.

Your donation can help extend

the Communist Party’s struggles
for peace, jobs, democracy and
sovereignty long after you’ve
been reimbursed by Revenue
Canada. Tax credits ensure that
your donation will stretch to three
times its face value!

Help us reach young workers
and trade unionists, Aboriginal
peoples, new Canadians,
women, students and seniors, with
the message that a better world
is possible - and necessary!

Any donation you can send
will strengthen the Communist
Party’s  campaigns for Peace,
Progress and Socialism.

(Send donations to: CPC,
290A Danforth Ave., Toronto,
ON, M4K 1N6. For complete
information, call the  Party's
central office at 416-469-
2446)

Put the Communist Party on your holiday gift list!

CP
C

Commentary by PV Editor Kimball Cariou
More than five years after the chaotic events which ended with his

imprisonment at Guantanamo Bay, the truth is finally emerging about
Omar Khadr’s role in the Afghanistan conflict. The U.S. military has
said that the Canadian citizen, then 15 years old, is guilty of murder.
But at the recent hearing to precede Khadr’s long delayed “trial”, it
was revealed that he was the sole survivor of a bloody attack by U.S.
forces, and that during this combat he allegedly threw a grenade
which killed an American soldier. This information demolishes the
U.S. claim that the teenager was an “unlawful” combatant. As we
have said from the beginning, Omar Khadr should have received
Geneva Conventions protection as a legitimate combatant, not con-
sidered a prime target of the so-called “war on terror.”

This eyewitness information, assumed to come from a CIA opera-
tive within the U.S. Special Forces in Afghanistan, was deliberately
withheld for years from Khadr’s lawyers. Such an abuse of justice is
no surprise to anyone who has followed the horrifying trail of
kidnappings, renditions, torture, and murder committed by the U.S.
and its allies in recent years. Yet the Harper Tories still refuse to lift
a finger in this case. A Canadian citizen’s legal rights have been
flagrantly violated, and even if he is acquitted, Khadr may be detained
at Guantanamo for the rest of his life.

But this means nothing to a government whose ministers turn
giddy with delight at the faintest smile from their Washington
masters. For example, the grovelling Tories refuse to support a
reprieve for Ronald Allen Smith, the Canadian citizen scheduled for
execution in Montana. The actions of the Harper gang recall the
record of  the treasonous Vichy government of France, who sold out
their own citizens to keep peace with the Nazi occupiers who were
setting Europe in flames. 

Harper Tories let Canadian
citizens twist in the wind

By Liz Rowley
The Harper government’s

Hallowe’en mini-budget contains
corporate tax cuts that Finance
Minister Jim Flaherty boasts are
“much deeper and much faster than
ever contemplated before”. By
2012, the corporate tax rate will
drop to 15% - almost half the 28%
rate in 2000. The small business
tax rate will fall to 11%.

What’s it worth? More than $13
billion annually in lost revenue:
enough to pay for the previous Lib-
eral government’s child care deals,
the Kelowna Accord with Aborigi-
nal Peoples, the Canada-Ontario
Agreement, and the offshore arrange-
ments, which would have cost $5
billion over 5 years (CLC Submis-
sion to the House of Commons Fi-
nance Committee 2007 Pre-Budget
Consultations).

How low can we go? According
to Flaherty, the goal is to lower Cana-
da’s corporate tax rates below every
industrialized country in the world.
That’s something, considering that
our combined federal/provincial cor-
porate tax rate of 36% is already
lower than Japan (41%), USA (40%),
Germany (38%), and Italy (37%).
Among the G-7 countries, only France
(33%) and the UK (30%) are lower.

Can they do it? It seems they
can. These massive cuts are being
delivered in a mini-budget, by a
minority government, with the sup-
port of Dion’s Liberals, and not
only because they don’t want an
election. This is the corporate
agenda in neo-liberal times, and
the Liberals are just as willing to
deliver tax cut as the Tories.

Harper is following a path laid
out by Brian Mulroney in the
1980s, when tax shifts from the
corporations and the wealthy onto
the backs of working people were
the opening salvos for a massive
redistribution of wealth.

The Harper Tories are selling
corporate cuts with personal in-
come tax cuts that they shamelessly
assert are designed to help the poor
(by raising the exemption and re-

Flaherty delivers huge corporate tax cut
ducing taxes to 15% at the lowest
end) and the manufacturing sector
(“we have our tax instruments”).

But the real story is the gains for
the super-rich. While the marginal
tax cuts for the very poor will not
make any difference to their living
standards, the very rich will receive
enormous tax cuts (including capi-
tal gains tax cuts). On the other
hand, the higher paid and middle
income working class is going to
pay much more, when property
taxes, consumption taxes, payroll
taxes (including health taxes in On-
tario), and user fees are added in.

Add on the costs of programs
that won’t be adequately funded,
such as tuition for post-secondary
education, child care, Medicare,
housing, infrastructure funding for
cities, public pensions, employ-
ment insurance, pay equity, etc.,
and the costs being loaded onto
working people are astronomical.

One week after the mini-budget,
Mississauga City Council voted to
levy a 5% property tax surcharge
over and above the operating
budget tax increase to pay for in-
frastructure renewal. Across
Canada, the cost of infrastructure
renewal is estimated at $100 bil-
lion, according to the Federation
of Canadian Municipalities, which
has campaigned for 1% of the GST
to be transferred to cities to pay for
this and other costs. But the Tories
and their provincial counterparts
have ignored the financial crises
which now threaten to bankrupt
local governments across Canada.

Finally, they are selling corpo-
rate and personal tax cuts with the
incentive of using further budget
surpluses (projected at $11.6 bil-
lion this year) to pay down the
debt. The message: Canada is rich,
and the Tories are going to share
the wealth with the working class
and poor. Nothing could be fur-
ther from the truth.

Like the CLC, the NDP, and
progressive organizations across
Canada, the Communist Party has
opposed the mini-budget and the
corporate and personal tax cuts

that are its centerpiece.
Instead the CPC calls for im-

mediate action to (1) increase cor-
porate taxes to the 2000 rate of
28%; (2) restore the capital tax
eliminated in 2006; (3) make capi-
tal gains taxable at the rate of
100%; (3) introduce wealth and
inheritance taxes on estates over
$1 million; (4) abolish the GST

(and provincial sales taxes); (5)
restore progressivity in the per-
sonal income tax by re-establish-
ing 10 steeply graduated tax brack-
ets, and (6) eliminate taxes on in-
comes under $35,000.

The CPC also calls for massive
public investment in affordable
social housing, municipal and pro-
vincial infrastructure, a national
child care program, public and
post-secondary education, imple-
mentation of the Romanow rec-
ommendations to expand Medi-
care, and funding to immediately
redress the third world living con-
ditions of Aboriginal Peoples in
cities and on reserves.

A new financial deal for cities
is urgent, but it should not include
GST points. One of the most re-
gressive consumption taxes, the
GST should be completely abol-
ished. The Tories are keeping it
because while they’re lowering it
today, they can raise it tomorrow,
as other countries have done.

Instead, cities need constitu-

tional status and new taxing pow-
ers that would enable them to tax
corporate wealth and generate the
funds needed to run municipali-
ties in the 21st century. In the
short-term, federal and provincial
governments must cover 75% of
the capital and operating costs of
public transit, 100% of the costs of
social housing, public health and
welfare, and provide adequate and
stable long-term funding in statu-
tory provincial and federal grants.

New progressive tax measures,
and a new economic direction for
Canada, add up to a new govern-
ment, the sooner the better. This
Tory minority, which with the sup-
port of the Liberals acts like a ma-
jority government, can do great
damage in a very short time. It’s
time to defeat them, and to replace
them with a coalition of forces com-
mitted to address people’s needs in
the next Parliament. This should be
the main objective for all labour
and progressive organizations in
the weeks and months ahead.
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Corner Brook:
One industrial loss

after another
By Sean Burton

Within months of the loss of its gypsum plant, the western
Newfoundland city of Corner Brook was dealt another economic
blow, this one from the city’s most vital industry: the large pulp and
paper mill owned by Kruger. The company announced on October
22 that it was shutting down one the mill’s paper machines, citing the
high dollar as the reason.

Over one hundred employees are in the process of being laid off
as the machine officially shuts down on November 5. More jobs are
in jeopardy, according to the head of one local union, since any
further increase in the value of the dollar diminishes Kruger’s profit.

The consensus in the city is that this announcement was no real
surprise, but little can be done about it. And no wonder. Newfound-
land’s minister of natural resources, Kathy Dunderdale, had already
stated that no subsidies will be offered to keep the machine running.
The Opposition has raised the issue of how long the Williams
government knew about Kruger’s plans, and it was confirmed by
Dunderdale that one of those who broke the news to the government
just after the October 9th election was the brother of Premier Danny
Williams.

Complicating this situation is the fact that Newfoundland’s House
of Assembly will not be in session for several months. Workers in
Corner Brook have justly asked where Premier Williams is during
this crisis, which is in his own district, and have requested his input.
The office of the premier stated that he was currently on vacation.
Workers fear a lack of understanding among government officials
about the impact of this shutdown. Younger, well-educated workers
are going to suffer the most because of their lack of seniority,
including this writer’s brother. In the meantime, there is the possibil-
ity that the number of layoffs will be reduced in the end due to early
retirements.

Danny Williams and his Progressive Conservative Party won an
enormous majority in the Newfoundland and Labrador election,
taking 43 of 47 seats. This is no doubt tied to his confrontational
policy with the Harper government and his nationalist rhetoric,
something rarely seen in Newfoundland political leaders. Yet for all
his speeches, Newfoundland outside of St. John’s has continued to
suffer setbacks. Nothing has been done to protect Corner Brook’s
industries, or those of other towns in the province. In light of current
economic events, unless something is done, Corner Brook may well
have been dealt a fatal blow. 

From the Code Blue for
Child Care website,
www.buildchildcare.ca

The world’s biggest child care
corporation appears to be embark-
ing on a Canadian buying spree - a
development that threatens the
future of a public, non-profit child
care system.

In recent months a corporation
called 123 Busy Beavers Learn-
ing Centres has approached for-
profit child care centers in British
Columbia, Alberta and Ontario,
asking if they would be interested
in selling. Despite the home-grown
name, 123 Busy Beavers is linked
with huge Australian multinational
child care corporation ABC Learn-
ing Centres.

Code Blue helped uncover in-
formation showing the close links
between 123 Busy Beavers and
ABC Learning, through a child
care corporation called 123 Glo-
bal. It’s a few short clicks from
123 Global’s main page to a form
for potential sellers, including
Canadians.

This major development in the
privatization of child care could
seriously harm years of work to-
wards a universal, public, non-
profit system of early learning and
child care. Big box expansion into
Canada will divert public funds
into private corporations, erode
regulations and quality, increase
user fees and trigger restrictive

Big box operator eyes Canada’s child care
international trade rules.

Canadian child care advocates
have been monitoring Australia’s
experience with for-profit care for
a number of years. In 2005,
CCAAC helped bring child care
advocate Lynne Wannan from
Down Under on a tour highlight-
ing the serious problems with com-
mercialized care. Before 1991,
Australia’s child care system was
70 per cent not-for-profit. Then
the government opened up fund-
ing to the for-profit sector. Within
a decade, that proportion had
flipped, with ABC now owning
about 25 per cent of the country’s
child care supply.

The quality, accessibility and
affordability of Australian child
care, along with the working con-
ditions for child care workers are
all significant concerns for par-
ents, child care workers and child
care advocates.

The pace of acquisitions ap-
pears to be rapid. The Coalition of
Child Care Advocates of British
Columbia has sounded the alarm,
connecting the buying spree with
a recent BC government announce-
ment making child care capital
funding available to private com-
panies for the first time in the
province’s history. This change in
public policy makes BC particu-
larly attractive to large multina-
tional child care chains.

The coalition reports that a
member who is a child care opera-

tor recently received a buyout of-
fer from a firm connected with
123 Global. She reports being told
the sale could be completed in “as
little as three weeks.”

News reports from Calgary also
suggest that some sales are pend-
ing or may already be complete.
Letters have been mailed to child
care centres across Ontario but so
far there is no hard evidence that
they are ready to launch centers
under their name as quickly as
they are in Alberta.

The state of Australian child
care was the backdrop for Code
Blue’s presentation on Bill C-303,
the NDP’s Early Learning and
Child Care Act last May.

Bill C-303 is expected to return
to the House of Commons for a
decisive vote on November 20.
The bill limits expansion of for-
profit child care, a move that pro-
tects Canada from international
trade disputes and ensures the high-
est quality care. CUPE’s brief pro-
vided warnings from Australia’s

experience with for-profit care and
pointed to the solid evidence link-
ing higher quality care with non-
profit delivery.

In addition to concerns about
the proliferation of large commer-
cial child care centres focused on
shareholder returns instead of qual-
ity, foreign-owned child care
centers create other problems un-
der international trade agreements.

In 2004, as the federal govern-
ment was negotiating federal-pro-
vincial child care agreements,
CUPE released a legal opinion
highlighting the dangers of for-
profit expansion. Those dangers
are now on our doorstep.

123 Global is supporting an
extensive child care empire in
Australia, New Zealand, the
United States and the United
Kingdom. It isn’t too late to keep
Canada off their map.

We don’t want to see the prolif-
eration of large commercial child
care centres in Canada that are
focused on shareholder returns
instead of quality. Code Blue and
its coalition partners will mobilize
public opinion to stop the expan-
sion of for-profit child care and the
foreign takeover of child care serv-
ices in Canada. All working fami-
lies have a stake in this fight.

Resolution adopted by the BC
Committee, Communist Party
of Canada, Nov. 11, 2007

With one year to go before
municipal elections across British
Columbia on Nov. 15, 2008, it is
clear that local governments are
an increasing arena of struggles
for housing, the environment,
democratic rights, and other im-
portant issues in our province. At
the recent annual meeting of the
Union of B.C. Municipalities, del-
egates backed the labour move-
ment’s demand to raise the BC
minimum wage to $10, and called
on the Campbell Liberals to re-
move local governments from the
terms of TILMA, the corporate-
driven Trade, Investment and La-
bour Mobility Agreement. Many
civic governments are fighting to
protect the environment for their
citizens. These struggles empha-
size the importance of stronger
involvement by the labour and
people’s movements, including the
political left, in the 2008 civic
election campaigns.

For the left, the 2008 cam-
paign in Vancouver has particu-
lar significance. The right-wing
NPA majority on City Council
suffers from internal divisions and
widespread public anger over
their role in forcing the longest
civic workers strikes in Vancou-
ver history. But the opportunity
to defeat Mayor Sam Sullivan and
the NPA could easily be lost in a
scramble by various centre and
left forces to nominate compet-
ing slates. That could almost cer-
tainly allow the NPA to cruise to
victory next November.

For decades, Vancouver has
been home to the strongest labour-
left electoral formation in Canada,
the Coalition of Progressive Elec-
tors. In 2002, COPE won control
of City Council, School Board and
Park Board in Vancouver, sweep-
ing out the discredited pro-busi-

Only unity can defeat the NPA
ness NPA and carrying out a wide
range of progressive changes over
the next three years.

Of course, big business forces
moved quickly to put maximum
pressure on the new council, find-
ing ways to divide the COPE ma-
jority on several major issues.
Those who were vulnerable to such
pressures eventually broke away
from COPE to form the centrist
Vision party. Understandably, this
split created deep wounds within
the wider alliance which had de-

feated the NPA in 2002, putting
the brakes on the progressive
agenda which voters backed in
2002, and contributing to huge
setbacks for COPE in 2005.

Most COPE  members have
concluded that broad unity is nec-
essary to prevent a repeat of this
debacle at the polls. The COPE
executive elected in the spring of
2007 is strongly committed to
seeking such unity.

But others believe that the left
in Vancouver must stand alone,
regardless of the potential outcome
in civic elections. Their view is
that there is little or no difference

between the NPA and Vision
(which have taken very different
positions on many key issues on
Council). Some go so far as to
consider the leadership of the Van-
couver labour movement as en-
emies of working people and the
poor for advocating unity against
the NPA. Recently there have been
signals that some of these forces
are preparing to back another slate
for 2008, led by mayoralty candi-
date Betty Krawczyk.

At the same time, some Vision
supporters want their group to
adopt a “go-it-alone” strategy by
nominating a full slate for Coun-
cil, and candidates for School
Board and Parks Board, without
regard for cooperation with other
anti-NPA forces.

In short, the potential exists for
three competing anti-NPA slates
for Council in the 2008 election,
and divisions in other races - great
news for Sullivan and the NPA,
but a recipe for electoral disaster
for the left and the working class.

The Communist Party, which
played a vital role in the formation
of COPE, and which continues to
give full support to COPE, urges
all those who oppose the NPA to
avoid this divisive scenario. The
historical record shows that de-
spite inevitable difficulties and
contradictions, unity of left and
centre forces is the essential con-
dition for defeating the NPA and
opening the door to progressive
reforms at the local level in Van-
couver.

Those who criticise unity ef-
forts all argue that only “their”
group has the ability to advance
the progressive agenda in Van-
couver. Such arguments can only
help the NPA. At this time of enor-
mous and wide-ranging corporate
assaults on the people and envi-
ronment of this area, such an out-
come would be catastrophic, to

see UNITY, page 10

CUPE members protest during
"Sam's strike" last summer.
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REDS ON THE WEB

Re. “Time for a fact check on
Brian Day, M.D.” in the October
16-31 edition of People’s Voice.

Although I endorse the basic
content of the article by Michael
McBane of the Canadian Health
Coalition/CALM, and I don’t wish
to quibble over minor points, I do
have some concerns about the
analysis of health care financing.
The suggestion that one must not
look at health care budgeting as a
percentage of overall government
budgets as opposed to GDP is
questionable. Since there have
been all sorts of cutbacks in health
care, including layoffs, contract-
ing out using lower paid workers,
service reductions, hospital clo-
sures and delisting, it follows that
health care costs should at least
stay stable as a percentage of gov-
ernment budgets as other depart-
mental budgets are cut.

The fact is that it is rising. The
government blames “rising work-
ers wages” and “misuse of health
services.” But workers’ wages
have scarcely risen in two decades
and many services have been cut.
There is another factor at play.

Health care has become a milk
cow for big business with govern-
ment support. The obvious exam-
ple is the skyrocketting cost of
drugs perpetrated by the drug car-
tels. But that is just the tip of the
iceberg. There are private con-
tractors doing renovations in health
facilities. In the hospital sites where
I worked for over 30 years, I have
seen constant renovations, some-
times three and four times in one
area. I have witnessed in-house

Letters to the Editor

The Medical Industrial Complex
maintenance workers fixing what
these private contractors did
wrong.

One day in the mid ’90s, I no-
ticed a small bag of hard plastic
items in the sterile processing de-
partment. I have no idea what they
were, but they had a price tag on
them, which was unusual, as most
people don’t see the price of hos-
pital supplies. It was $98. I can’t
forget the scandal in the U.S. mili-
tary during the Reagan era whereby
toilet seats cost $600.

All sorts of supplies go into
health care, the cost of which in-
evitably go northward. Medical,
housekeeping, food service, labo-
ratory, office, rehabilitation and
other supplies are required for the
running the system. But many times
things are not needed. At the end
of the fiscal year, if a departmental
budget is not spent, it will not get
it the following year. So there is a
spending spree, while workers’
wages are being held down and
there is less staff. This is a handout
to all sorts of business.

The health care hierarchy, es-
pecially in hospitals, are linked in
all sorts of ways with business
interests, ways in which I can only
guess. Most local managers and
directors all the way up to the
CEOs, the boards of directors,
health authorities or whatever
structure there happens to be, prov-
ince to province, have business
training. One former CEO of the
hospital where I worked before I
retired bragged that only M.B.A.’s
like herself were worth anything.

Public hospital corridors are

littered with temporary and per-
manent commercial outlets, from
Second Cup and Starbucks to
Tupperware and bookstores. They
are beginning to look like shop-
ping malls. Some of these outlets
are linked with charities, like the
hospital foundations, which are
also controlled by various corpo-
rations.

In addition, all sorts of consult-
ants are hired to screw public health
care and the base level workers. In
the 1980s when I worked in the old
Shaughnessy Hospital in Vancou-
ver, I discovered an ad by an anti-
union outfit promoting a meeting
on “Zero based budgeting”.

A lot of the hospital closures
are due to the pressure from devel-
opers who want to get hold of land
on which the buildings sit to build
condos or townhouses. The peo-
ple who are fighting to preserve
and enhance the public health care
system should never forget that
we live in a capitalist system, and
that not only are the capitalists
trying to  retake control of all
aspects of the system, but also
they feed off it right now. Even
though it is a partly public system,
under capitalism, health care in
Canada is part of the Medical In-
dustrial Complex.

Peter Marcus, Vancouver

Young people see few real
gains from “economic boom”

November’s headlines are pumping-up Canada’s current great
economic boom. But you don’t have to look very far too see youth
aren’t benefitting very much.

Partly, the latest employment numbers are inflated. One third of
the new jobs were hires from Ontario’s October provincial election.
The biggest employment gains are a 7% rise since January for
workers 55 and over. But for workers 25 to 54, the increase is just
1.2%, as the economy continues to kill well paying, unionized
manufacturing jobs.

Similarly, youth 15 to 24 have only seen a 1.6% employment rate
gain. Full time youth jobs are actually shrinking. Many of the new
part-time, jobs are also low-paid and dangerous. One in every four
injured workers in Canada are youth.

Corporations demand a university-educated workforce, but
it’s students and taxpayers who foot that bill. Over two-thirds of

today’s 18 to 24 year-olds
are in post-secondary, and
about half of these students
work. The 2007 Auditor Gen-
eral report says that almost a
million Canadian students

are in debt as tuition costs skyrocket. Student campaigns have
won tuition freezes and roll-backs in some provinces, slowing
the rise in undergraduate fees to 2.8% this year - but special fees
are dramatically climbing. The average student now pays $663
in special fees, StatsCan says. Is it any surprise a Decima
research poll last spring indicated over 30% of Canadians share
the demand championed by the Young Communist League, to
eliminate tuition fees?

While you might think low interest rates would benefit students,
Canadian student loan interest rates are set above prime! Continued
low interest rates actually hurt young Canadians, forcing them to
start saving early to build a nest-egg like Mum and Dad - but it’s
money most young people don’t have.

Youth homelessness is now a common trend. Today, youth
account for a third of Canada’s homeless. Even in Fort McMurray,
Alberta, heartland of Canada’s resource boom, there are homeless
youth, but no emergency housing. Poverty and lack of affordable
housing increasingly drive homelessness today, a crisis which
earned condemnation last month by UN Special Rapporteur Miloon
Kothari, who called for a “radical shift in government policy”
towards housing.

But this is not the direction Canada is heading. With the Speech
from the Throne, we’re locked into a dangerous and expensive
war-mongering foreign policy, and more tax breaks for the rich. It
seems everything we fight for hinges on the defeat of the Harper
Conservatives. The question is how to help create the conditions
for that change.

These priority topics will be up front for discussion at the next
Central Committee meeting of the Young Communist League. Step
one is getting more deeply involved in real struggles of young
people - like military recruiting or the campaign for a $10 minimum
wage, which would match the minimum wage, more or less to
inflation, and be a step towards $15 dollar raise.

Now’s the time to organize! There is a lot for young people to get
active in, and the YCL has much to bring to these struggles. For
information on joining the YCL, visit our website, www.ycl-ljc.ca.

Guest editorial by Johan
Boyden, General Secretary
of the Young Communist

League of Canada
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By Kimball Cariou
While the parties in Parliament

engage in macho chest-thumping
over the non-existent “threat” of
voting by veiled Muslim women,
the genuine attack on access to the
ballot is getting more intense.

The Canada Elections Act does
allow many voters the right not to
reveal their faces - those who cast
their ballots by mail. The real scan-
dal is that if a federal election had
been held this  fall, as many as one
million potential voters would have
been denied ballots. That figure
should set off alarm bells, but the
mass media and most MPs other
than some New Democrats have
largely ignored this scandal.

In recent years, homeless peo-
ple and other poor Canadians have
faced increasing electoral barri-
ers. Those difficulties were com-
pounded by Bill C-31, amend-
ments to the Elections Act passed
last spring.

A coalition of citizens groups
and lawyers in British Columbia
warns that C-31 deprives many
Canadians of the right to vote. The
group is now preparing a legal
challenge, arguing that the amend-
ments violate the Charter of Rights.
Section 3 of the Charter says that
every citizen has the right to vote
in a federal or provincial election,
and Section 15 guarantees equal
protection and benefit of the law.
By interfering with the right to
vote, the amendments erode hard-
won democratic rights and single
out particular groups.

The parts of C-31 that cause the
most concern are the new, manda-
tory voter identification rules.
Even those who are on the official
list of electors and have a voter
card will not be permitted to vote
unless they can produce one piece
of government-issued ID with pho-

One million Canadians may lose voting rights

The Canadian Arab Federa-
tion (CAF) is calling on Parlia-
ment to reject Bill C-3, which
allows for the continued use of
the draconian security certifi-
cate process. The CAF has taken
the initiative to win broad sup-
port for the following joint state-
ment on the new Security Legis-
lation:

A broad alliance of human
rights, civil society and com-
munity organizations are call-
ing on Parliamentarians to re-
ject the new legislation that re-
instates the use of the security
certificate and allows “special
advocates” to speak on behalf
of the detainee.

The Supreme Court in Febru-
ary struck down the security cer-
tificate in Charkaoui v. Canada
but the government hopes that
the addition of the special advo-
cate measure will allow the se-
curity certificate to remain a le-
gal practice in the eyes of the
Supreme Court although this law
(minus the special advocate
clause) is nearly identical to the
previous, unconstitutional one.

The emergence of these pro-
visions ensure that law enforce-
ment and security agencies will
be given extraordinary powers
to detain and question individual
suspects accused of terror ac-

Coalition condemns new Security Certificate law
tivities without due process. Fur-
thermore, the suspects have no
means to defend themselves as
they are forbidden to see the evi-
dence, if any, against them, thereby
further eroding the principles of
the legal system.

This legislation also does not
address human rights concerns and
violations and does not even at-
tempt to limit the powers of our
policing bodies. The Conserva-
tive government does not even
appear interested to relate our le-
gitimate concerns regarding the
egregious nature of the bill.

Canada is well on its way to
creating a two-tier justice system -
one for non-citizens and one for
citizens. The implication that non-
citizens pose a serious threat to
Canada underlies this piece of leg-
islation; it is a part of immigration
policies and not part of the Crimi-
nal Code. If a citizen were de-
tained under a security certificate,
one may be assured of the public
outcry resulting from several vio-
lations of the Charter.

We want to remind the Harper
government that the re-introduc-
tion of the security certificate
measure indicates a contempt for
organizations in Canada which are
opposed to this bill and represents
a categorical and outright depar-
ture from the legal values of this

country because it:
1) threatens fundamental civil and
human rights guaranteed by the
Constitution;
2) erodes the role of judges in our
legal system;
3) discriminates against non-citi-
zens from racialized communities;
4) gives augmented and unneces-
sary powers to law-enforcement
personnel who have made griev-
ous errors in the past;
5) constructs two separate, unequal
justice systems for non-citizens
and citizens;
6) betrays the lawyer-client privi-
lege contained within our Charter;
7) is absolutely unnecessary to
keep Canadians safe.

This coalition of organizations
supports the rejection of the bill
and a return to legislation which
takes into account Canada’s his-
tory as a fair and just nation. We
believe that this bill and the Anti-
Terrorism laws in this country do
nothing to quell the threat of terror-
ism and instead impose threats to
human rights and the rule of law. A
strong commitment to safeguard
human rights and the freedoms al-
lowed by our Constitution will be a
much more secure and sound means
to keep those living in Canada safe
from terror and rights abuses by the
state. We do not want and should
not have to live in fear from the

state and each other.
Endorsed by the following

groups: Adala-Canadian Arab
Justice Committee, Vancouver;
Al-Huda Lebanese Muslim Soci-
ety; Al-Nahda Social and Cul-
tural Club; Albilad Newspaper,
London; Alliance of Concerned
Jewish Canadians; Bayan Cen-
tre, Progressive Iranian Canadian
Muslims; BC Southern Interior
Peace Coalition, Grand Forks,
BC; Brampton Coalition for Peace
and Justice; Canadian Arab Soci-
ety of London, Ontario; Canada
Palestine Association, Vancouver;
Canada Palestine Support Net-
work, Ottawa; Canadian Islamic
Congress; Canadian Labour Con-
gress; Canadian Peace Alliance;
Chinese Canadian National Coun-
cil; Coalition Against Israeli
Apartheid; Coalition of Arab Ca-
nadian Professionals and Com-
munity Associations, Ottawa;
Communist Party of Canada;
Council on American-Islamic Re-
lations Canada (CAIR-CAN);
Creative Response; CUPE Local
2191; CUPE Ontario; Forum
Musulman Canadien - Canadian
Muslim Forum (FMC-CMF);
Gerald and Maas, editions, Ot-
tawa; Hamilton Council of Ca-
nadian Arabs; Islamic Ahlul Bayt

Assembly of Canada; Islamic
Society of York Region; Jewish
Women’s Committee to End the
Occupation; Justice for
Mohamed Harkat Committee;
Lawyers Against the War;
Metro Toronto Chinese &
Southeast Asian Legal Clinic;
Moroccan Association of To-
ronto; Muslim Council of Mon-
treal; Muslim Unity Group; Na-
tional Anti-Racism Council of
Canada; Niagara Coalition for
Peace, St. Catharines; Niagara
Palestinian Association, St
Catharines; Not In Our Name
(NION): Jewish Voices
Against Israel’s Wars; Ontario
Federation of Labour; Pales-
tine House, Mississauga; Pal-
estinian and Jewish Unity,
Montreal; Parole Arabe, Mon-
treal; Peaceworks, Midland;
Salaheddin Islamic Centre;
Solidarity for Palestinian Hu-
man Rights, Carleton Univer-
sity; Solidarity for Palestin-
ian Human Rights, McMaster
University; Somali Canadian
Diaspora Alliance; Somali Ca-
nadian National Congress;
TARIC Islamic Centre, To-
ronto; The Muslim Services,
Toronto; Voice of Palestine,
Vancouver.

tograph and current residential
address, or two pieces of ID from
a list to be issued by Elections
Canada.

In British Columbia, for exam-
ple, except for a drivers’ license or
B.C. ID (which costs $35 and can
take six weeks to obtain), hardly
any other forms of government-
issued ID include a personal photo
and address, not even a passport.

Those who do not have the
mandatory ID can only receive a
ballot by swearing an oath and
producing another voter to vouch
for them. The other voter must
have the required ID, must live in
the same polling district, and can
only vouch for one person.

When a committee of the House
of Commons was preparing these
changes, Chief Electoral Officer
Jean-Pierre Kingsley testified that
there is no evidence of voter fraud
to require fixing. And when repre-
sentatives of the access coalition
appeared before the Committee,
they were told that the purpose of
the changes was “to address a po-
litical problem.”

As the coalition points out, “It
is interesting to note that in the
recent US mid-term elections,
many Republican-dominated
states adopted exactly these kinds
of voter ID rules in an attempt to
make it harder for groups who
tend to lean toward the Democrats
to vote. These laws were struck
down by the courts in several
states.”

People who are less likely to
own driver’s licenses will be
widely affected, including many
seniors, people with restricted
physical mobility or other disabili-
ties, poor people, and Indigenous
people (who have the highest pov-
erty rate in Canada).
In poor urban communities, like
Vancouver’s Downtown Eastside,

many people have difficulty ob-
taining and keeping photo ID. In
past elections, squads of lawyers
helped hundreds of people regis-
ter to vote by swearing affidavits
to identify them. The new rules
would eliminate this solution.

New Canadians may face added
difficulties in meeting the require-
ments, including language barri-
ers, more recent addresses, and
less access to eli-
gible registered
voters who can
vouch for them.
People who have
fled or are living
in abusive situa-
tions may not have
access to their ID
d o c u m e n t s .
Transgendered
people may face
difficulties at poll-
ing stations if their
ID does not seem
to correspond with
their perceived
gender or current
appearance.

People who are more likely to
move around - tenants, students,
those living in poverty - often do
not own ID with their current ad-
dress, and are less likely to know
someone in their immediate neigh-
bourhood who is eligible to vouch
for them.

The rules will even affect some
who do own the required ID. Many
people will arrive at the polls with
only their voter cards, only to be
told to bring more ID. If it is late in
the day, or if they have mobility or
transportation problems, many will
not be able to comply.

Even more potential victims live
in rural Canada. The requirement
to show photo ID including “resi-
dential address” will affect over a
million electors who live outside

cities and towns, carrying ID that
may contain only a box number,
rural route, or range road number.
This is 4.4% of all eligible voters.
In 3,560 polls, more than 30% of
electors do not have a residential
address - enough to dramatically
affect the outcome of an election.

In Saskatchewan, 189,000 vot-
ers, or 27.33% of all electors, do
not have a residential address. In

M a n i t o b a
149,547 voters
(18%) have no
such address
and could be
denied a ballot
as a result. The
figure is
320,238 voters
(13.5%) in Al-
berta; 91,000
(23.21%) in
N e w f o u n d -
land, 148,295
in Ontario, and
53,811 in Que-
bec. In the
north, where
A b o r i g i n a l

voters are the majority, the figures
are even worse: 13,092 voters
(80.75%) in Nunavut; 7,632
(27.76%) in NWT; and 3,702
(16.39%) in Yukon.

A Tory proposal to “fix” this
problem by allowing ID “consist-
ent with” the information on the
electors’ list is now before a par-
liamentary committee. The Tory
amendment  may be an attempt to
"patch" the Elections Act to allow
most rural voters to cast a ballot,
without improving access for
homeless and other poor urban
Canadians.

NDP members on the commit-
tee argue that the “fix” is inad-
equate; they propose that voters
should be allowed to simply swear
an oath to receive their ballot. Un-

less Parliament acts soon, the next
election may see polling officials
refuse to provide ballots to huge
numbers of Canadians.

“This situation is outrageous,”
says Liz Rowley, who attended a
recent meeting of Elections Cana-
da’s Advisory Committee of Po-
litical Parties on behalf of the Com-
munist Party of Canada.

Rowley says the real issue is
not “voter fraud,” but the potential
for a much broader form of “elec-
tion fraud.” She notes that voter
turnout in the Oct. 10th Ontario
election was just 53%, an 80 year
record low. Voter ID was required
for the first time in Ontario, and
many people were illegally turned
away at the polls by demands for
photo ID, which is not required at
the provincial level.

Making the voting process ever
more complicated, she warns, has
the effect of disfranchising large
numbers of Canadians, which will
fraudulently affect the outcome of
elections.

“The Tories seem determined
to obstruct democracy and pre-
vent huge numbers of people from
exercising their fundamental right
to vote,” says Rowley. “The cor-
porate media refuses to cover the
views and candidates of the
smaller parties, Parliament has
set an arbitrary 2% barrier against
funding of these parties, and there
are attempts to restrict participa-
tion in all-candidate forums.
Putting it all together, we can see
that the Big Business parties are
trying to transform the universal
franchise into a two-tier opera-
tion, where some people have
more rights and opportunities to
vote than others. We will con-
tinue to fight these undemocratic
restrictions every step of the way,
in the courts and in the arena of
public opinion.”

For further  information: www.caf.ca.
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By Sam Hammond
We live in a world where the

top 2% of adults own half of the
total wealth. The top 10% own
85% of the world’s wealth, while
the bottom 50% own 1%. There
has been an unprecedented
worldwide shift of wealth
from the producer classes
to the military/industrial
ruling classes, the result of
a monstrous growth of in-
equality and finance capi-
tal domination. Corporate
CEOs collect an average
of 400 times the income of
wage and salaried work-
ers, who really produce
everything; the casino/
economy speculator/man-
agers of hedge funds walk
away with a 1000-1 aver-
age over real workers.
These servants of the top
2% help them manage and
maintain their 50%. Work-
ers stand at the precipice
of absolute poverty, while
the established ruling class and
their flunkeys never had it so good.
There has never been such pro-
ductive capacity, such technologi-
cal innovation and efficiency; there
has never been such wealth, or
such poverty and human misery.

This offensive of capital has
cost insufferable human wreck-
age, from the temporary destruc-
tion of the socialist bloc to the
miseries inflicted on the global
South and the workers of the de-
veloped capitalist world. The
higher level globalization of capi-
tal is anchored securely in the im-
perialist countries (with the USA
at the core) and the mar-
ket economy lunacy of
“commodification” of
everything from labour
power to national cul-
tures and human genes.
Everything is to be pri-
vatized for profit, with
destruction, war and
genocide for those who
resist or have the bad
fortune to live near de-
sirable raw materials or
resources. The US gen-
erals like to brag about
“Shock and Awe” be-
cause the wholesale slaughter of
peoples is a warning to all. Modest
estimates place the toll in Iraq
since 1991 at millions of dead,
including perhaps a million chil-
dren under five as a result of the
1991-2003 embargo. And that is
just one of their adventures. Client
states like Israel commit genocide
as state policy, and puppet gov-
ernments like Pinochet or the
present day Colombians do the
dirty work as well. But still the
people resist, and the war machine
stalls against the wall of determi-
nation that will eventually bring
these criminals to account.

This is by no means what al-
ways was, or what always will be.
Rather it is the aim and result of
the present offensive of capital in
the competition of two social sys-
tems: capitalism and socialism.
One that worships exploitation and

Crises and challenge in
Labour: fight or fold?

BC and Ontario Federations of Labour meet this month...

plunder, and one that is dedicated
to accumulation and social distri-
bution. One that has gained a brief
rejoinder, but whose course is
mainly run, and the other a new-
born whose main existence is yet
to come. Which one is the dream

of the victims? Which one has to
be neutralized if we are to exist?
We have the Cubas and
Venezuelas, the defence of social
programs, the peace movement,
the national-liberation movements,
the global environmental move-
ment and of course our labour
movement. We are not helpless.

This tapestry must be recog-
nized as the social environment,
the arena in which the working
class exists. In fact, the present
capitalist offensive was launched
to destroy previous working class
gains, both international and do-
mestic. It wasn’t that long ago that

colonialism ruled, until the first
socialist revolution launched the
forces of national liberation that
changed the world forever. That
was also the heady period of strug-
gle that smashed Hitler fascism,
established our industrial unions,
and paved the way for our social
programs and the massive num-
bers of unionized public workers
who manage them on our behalf.

Those labour struggles were as
much a civil war in the labour
movement as they were a conflict
with capital. The CIO was born in
the rejection of AFL class col-
laboration. In our time, the birth of
the CAW out of the UAW also had
these characteristics. The two
trends of collaboration and strug-
gle are an inherent part of the
working class struggle, seen most
sharply in organized labour. The
ascendancy of one or the other in

a given time or place can accu-
rately measure progress or defeat.
It was in the periods where strug-
gle was on the rise that the gains
were made. Collaboration and
partnership has always led to de-
feat and setbacks. The concession-

ary forces in the CIO eventually
brought merger with the AFL
(AFL-CIO). The recent CAW-
Magna tryst will bring the CAW
back into line ideologically with
its former parent; if not halted, this
collaboration will transform the
CAW into a corporate partner and
its members into industrial prison-
ers of war.

South of the border, the UAW
engineered itself into the
healthcare/pension/severance
business by taking over the VEBA
Trusts (Voluntary Employee Ben-
efit Association) from the Big
Three auto companies, becoming

another private health
care business that will
manage workers’ lives
on behalf of the auto
corporations for small
per capita payments. It
also sold its members
and future members
into poverty by giving
up cost-of-living al-
lowances, creating a
two-tier wage system,
and negotiating $14 per
hour wage give-backs
for all non-line employ-
ees and all new hires.

Within ten years these new hires
will represent 80% of the entire
workforce, earning $2 per hour
less than the non-union industrial
average wage, with the benefit of
paying dues. The declining dues
base will not impoverish trade
union staffers, who are now in the
health care business. To keep the
trough full, the workers will have
to make up any shortfalls in the
under-funded corporate gift. The
leadership of the UAW say they
have no choice. They have the
stated purpose of saving the in-
dustry and themselves. When it
comes to standing up or crawling,
there always has to be a choice. It
is not possible to resist on your
knees, and when standing fully
erect the air is much fresher. In
time, the workers will have to re-
place these leaders to reform their
union and to get at the corporate

wealth they have created and need
for subsistence.

In Canada, the CAW refined its
concessionary drift under the lead-
ership of Basil (Buzz) Hargrove
by signing an odious “Framework
of Fairness” partnership agreement

between the union and
Frank Stronach of Magna
Corporation.

The CAW-Magna
deal is a close repeat of
the early model developed
by Mackenzie King when
he was working as a la-
bour analyst for
Rockefeller in 1914: a
partnership where profit
and efficiency were the
glue of the wedding be-
tween management and
labour, creating the tradi-
tional company-control-
led “employee associa-
tion”. The miners in Colo-
rado didn’t agree with
Mackenzie King. They
went on strike, were
evicted from company

houses, and were machine gunned
with their families in their tent
city.

The industrial wars that swept
Canada after the Second World
War were the workers’ answer to
Mackenzie King and company
unions. They created their own
worker-controlled unions that were
partisan for their interests, vehi-
cles for social change and libera-
tion which they have defended ever
since. Company unions next ap-
peared in the form of organiza-
tions that preached corporate-la-
bour partnership as a “Christian”
value. They evolved into CLAC,
which is presently recognised as
legitimate in only five provinces
where labour legislation had to be
changed to accomplish this goal.
Hated by building trades unions
for decades as an internal ulcer, a
pro-company fifth column in the
fight for wages and living stand-
ards, CLAC is presently moving
into the industrial sector mostly in
Alberta but also in a smaller way
in Ontario and British Columbia.

So much for “innovation” un-
der the tired old guise of class
collaboration: unprincipled dues
grabs, giving up the right to strike,
signing contracts before the mem-
bers are organized, putting the boss
on the negotiating committee, de-
stroying the right to nominate and
vote, and quashing dissent. What
a sad and tragic spectacle to see a
once proud union go the way of
Mackenzie King, European cor-
porate unions of by-gone days,
Mexican corporate unions, CLAC
and who knows what else?

The press has reported that the
same deal could be offered to
Toyota and Honda, and the UAW
is looking at it as a model for the
parts sector in the US. But a virtual
avalanche of retired officials, ac-
tivists and important local union
presidents are livid about this un-
ion-corporate deal.

There is a strong opposition
emerging within the CAW. The
leadership was forced to call a
special executive board meeting,

and although Hargrove got major-
ity support, the largest local in the
union (Oshawa, with 22,000 mem-
bers) gave their president a re-
sounding mandate to oppose the
deal at the executive level, which
he did. The resistance is growing
with more and more local union
presidents and executives coming
out against deal. The leadership is
definitely in trouble, which will
not end even if the leadership can
wangle support at the National
Council meeting in December.

A very prominent member,
Mike Shields, former CAW Na-
tional Director of Organizing and
now a staffer who currently serv-
ices more than 24 bargaining units,
has come out strongly against the
deal. Other staffers may be dis-
creetly silent, but there is dismay
among them and they will care-
fully watch the strong resistance

from the floor. The leadership
would be very wrong to interpret
silence as acquiescence. The re-
sistance will continue to develop
and it will spill out beyond the
union. Ed Broadbent has un-
equivocally opposed the Magna
deal, stating that Canadian work-
ers do not need a “defanged” la-
bour movement.

There is no denying the union is
under extreme duress, as are all
organized workers in the hard hit
manufacturing sector, but corpo-
rate compliance is not the way out,
any more than it was for the
Chrysler workers in 1985 and the
militant fightback that created the
CAW. If the members of the CAW
National Executive think this is
only for Magna and won’t affect
their members, they are dreaming
in Technicolor. This is a signal to
the corporations and their politi-
cal hacks in every level of govern-
ment that the time is ripe for re-
gressive changes to federal and
provincial labour codes, that there
is another CLAC in the game which
should be promoted by “innova-
tive” labour laws. What happens

The Days of Action organized a decade ago by theOntario  labour movement
drew hundreds of thousands into the kind of mass struggles we need to build
again today (PV file photos: Ed Bil)

CAW member on the streets of
Toronto, October 1996

So much for “innovation” under
the tired old guise of class collabo-
ration: unprincipled dues grabs,
giving up the right to strike, signing
contracts before the members are
organized, putting the boss on the
negotiating committee, destroying
the right to nominate and vote, and
quashing dissent.

see Challenges, page 11
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From People’s Weekly
World Newspaper

“The people believe that peace
is possible and we know that we
are here to make it happen,” Rep.
Danny Davis told thousands in
Chicago Oct. 27 rallying for an
end to the Iraq war.

“We have to keep the heat on,”
declared Davis, a member of the
Congressional Black Caucus and
longtime progressive leader.
“Let’s stop the funding, let’s stop
the war, let’s bring the troops
home.”

That was the theme of eleven
regional demonstrations across the
United States, along with solidar-
ity actions in smaller towns, or-
ganized by the United for Peace
and Justice coalition.

Chicago’s demonstration indi-
cated the breadth of the public
antiwar sentiment, with significant
participation by elected officials,
labour leaders and the African
American and Mexican American
communities.

Davis was joined on the plat-
form by Illinois Congressmembers
Jan Schakowsky and Luis
Gutierrez, several Chicago city
councillors, Wisconsin AFL-CIO
President Dave Newby, Chicago
Federation of Labour President
Dennis Gannon and other leaders
from the city’s African American
and Mexican American commu-
nities and peace groups. Many
stressed the war’s financial bur-
den on the city. African American
churches from Chicago’s South
Side brought several hundred

Across USA, the call is for peaceAcross USA, the call is for peaceAcross USA, the call is for peaceAcross USA, the call is for peaceAcross USA, the call is for peace

Iraq Veterans Against the War at Oct. 27 rally in Los Angeles.

members to the rally. Unite Here,
the Service Employees and Steel-
worker retirees had contingents.
Hundreds travelled from Michi-
gan and Missouri on “peace trains”
and buses, and others came from
Minnesota, Wisconsin, Ohio and
Indiana.

About 45,000 marched in New
York City, where they applauded
Roger Toussaint, president of Lo-
cal 100 of the Transport Workers
Union, leaders of the immigrant
community and Gold Star family
members. Toussaint told the
crowd, “Demonstrations like this,
political action, teach-ins, direct
action - that’s what it’s going to
take to end this war.”

In Philadelphia, heavy rain
stopped right on schedule for a
“Human Chain for Peace” stretch-
ing three miles from Independ-

ence Hall to the Veterans Admin-
istration hospital in West Phila-
delphia. The chain then formed a
march of some 5,000 through
Center City to a rally on Independ-
ence Mall.

U.S. Labour Against the War
marchers carried a long banner
proclaiming, “Jobs, health care,
housing, education: Human needs,
not war and occupation.”

John Meyerson, political action
director for United Food and Com-
mercial Workers Local 1776, told
the World, “The Philadelphia La-
bour Council, one of the largest in
the country, was the first labour
council to come out against the
war. It’s a recognition that work-
ing people are against this war. It
isn’t a `hippie vs. hardhats’ thing
anymore.”

Celeste Zappala, mother of a

National Guardsman killed in Iraq,
told the crowd, “We stand here
with you and cry out for our son,
Sherwood Baker, `Never again a
war based on lies.’ We have lost
some of the best of America and a
piece of our future.”

Orlando, Fla., saw the largest
antiwar demonstration in its his-
tory, with a crowd of more than
3,000 flowing into Robinson Av-
enue, and filling the streets, curb
to curb, for blocks, in rain that
turned to a downpour. Speakers
included Central Florida AFL-CIO
head Debra Booth, Rep. Corinne
Brown (D-Fla.), and leaders and
members of Veterans for Peace,
Coalition of Immokalee Workers,
Jobs with Justice and the NAACP.

Tucson had its largest march
against the war since Bush declared
“mission accomplished,” with hun-
dreds marching the mile and a half
from the University of Arizona to a
rally at De Anza Park addressed by
Rep. Raul Grijalva (D-Ariz.), local
elected officials, immigrant rights
leaders and others.

In New Orleans, a diverse, exu-
berant crowd of over 300 con-
verged on Washington Square for
a rally that included parents of
soldiers in Iraq, veterans, the presi-
dent of Southern Christian Lead-
ership Conference, and members
of other faith-based and commu-
nity groups followed by a spirited
march through the French Quar-
ter. Linking the cost of the war to
the city’s post-Katrina catastro-
phe, UFPJ national organizer
Judith Le Blanc reminded the
crowd that Martin Luther King

once said about the Vietnam War,
“When the bombs are dropped,
they explode in our own commu-
nities.” Le Blanc noted that the
event had “brought together
Katrina survivors and community
organizers, lifelong residents who
have children serving in Iraq and
faith-based groups.” She pointed
out that one year of taxes spent on
the war from New Orleans “could
be used to rebuild 14 elementary
schools or could rebuild 100,000
homes with renewable energy.”

Organizers estimated the crowd
in San Francisco at 30,000. A la-
bour contingent drew nearly a thou-
sand marchers carrying banners
from many unions. Sharon Cornu,
head of the Alameda County Cen-
tral Labour Council, told the San
Francisco Chronicle it was the first
time all seven Bay Area labour
councils worked together to urge
union members to participate.

And in the Pacific Northwest,
over 3,000 participated in Seattle’s
march and rally, including several
busloads/car loads from Portland
and Eugene, Ore., from Vancou-
ver, Canada, and from towns all
over Washington, including
Tacoma, Olympia, Yakima and
Bellingham. Speakers included
local labour leaders, an injured
Iraq war vet, peace activists, and
international solidarity activists,
plus singing by the Seattle Labour
Chorus and Raging Grannies.

Other regional rallies took place
in Boston, Salt Lake City, Los
Angeles and Jonesborough, Tenn.

www.pww.org

Days before anti-war rallies
took place in almost forty cities
and towns across Canada on Oct.
27, a dubious “survey” of public
opinion in Afghanistan was re-
leased. The Harper Tories and
other pro-war forces seized on the
Environics poll, claiming that it
backs their military aims in Af-
ghanistan. Extensive media cov-
erage of the poll bolstered this
claim, in an attempt to undermine
participation in the rallies, or-
ganized mainly by the Canadian
Peace Alliance and its affiliated
groups. The CPA released the fol-
lowing analysis of the poll:

The Environics poll, conducted
by D3 Systems in Afghanistan is
being touted as “groundbreaking”
research into the views of the Af-
ghan people about the NATO oc-
cupation. The reality is that there

Afghan “survey” numbers don’t add up
are as many questions
as answers arising
from the poll results.

This new poll is not
the first of its kind to
be done in Afghani-
stan, but the results are
striking because they
contradict dozens of
comprehensive studies
conducted by other
agencies. For example
a remarkable 73 per
cent of respondents in
the D3 Systems study
said that women’s
rights were improving
in Afghanistan. This
contradicts the NGO Womenkind
Worldwide which found that at-
tacks against women have actu-
ally been on the rise since 2001
and that there had been no im-

provement in the lives of Afghan
women as a whole.

Likewise, a whopping 76 per
cent of people said that they have
“a lot” or “some” confidence in the
Afghan National Army and 60 per
cent have faith in the Afghan Na-
tional Police (ANP). This contra-
dicts countless documents from
groups like Amnesty International
and Human Rights Watch who have
consistently found that a majority
of Afghans cite the Army and ANP
as a chief source of violence. In
fact, poll results from December
2006 found 78 per cent of Afghan
people believed that the ANP was
corrupt and one in four Afghans
had to pay bribes to local police for
protection. So therefore, the num-
bers from D3 Systems either repre-
sent an astounding turnaround in
public opinion or there was some
type of flaw in the research.

These strange results aren’t sur-

Oct. 27 rally in Toronto (Photos above & below right by Ed Bil)

prising given the history of the D3
Systems polling firm. The group,
whose former clients include
NATO and the RAND Corpora-
tion (a virtual who’s who of the
military industrial complex) is
notorious for providing the results
that are needed to advance a po-
litical agenda.

Tellingly, D3 Systems is the
only polling firm in the world that
was able to consistently show that
a majority of Iraqis felt their lives
had improved since the invasion
of 2003. In 2004 and 2005, D3
conducted polls for media outlets
based in the US and found more
than 50 per cent of Iraqis were
excited about their future. As late
as 2006 D3 found a miraculous 64
per cent of Iraqis who felt that
their lives were improving.

There are still many other un-
answered questions about this sur-
vey. For example, did security or

military contingents escort the sur-
vey teams around the country? If
so the results will be terribly
skewed, as these types of escorts
would have destroyed the impar-
tiality of the surveyors. Also, if 75
per cent of respondents called for
a negotiated settlement with the
Taliban (a number that has been
omitted from most media reports
on the survey) how do we recon-
cile that with the 64 per cent who
want us to continue to fight the
Taliban. Furthermore, if only 2
per cent of respondents knew that
Canada was fighting the Taliban,
how did that 64 per cent think that
we were doing a good job.

This survey has come out at a
particularly fortuitous time for the
Conservative government, days
after a throne speech advocating
and extension of Canada’s war in
Afghanistan and a week before a
pan-Canadian day of action against
the war. But as with most of what
we hear from the Conservatives,
the numbers just don’t add up.

The StopWar rally in Vancouver  featured Malalai Joya, the
Afghan MP who has courageously confronted the warlord-
dominated Karzai government (Photo: K. Cariou)
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Strike hits world's
tallest tower

Thousands of migrant builders
in Dubai, the main city in the United
Arab Emirates (UAE), remained
on strike Nov. 7, including many at
the world’s tallest tower. UAE con-
struction giant Arabtec’s entire
workforce of 34,000 walked off the
job in late October, demanding
better wages and conditions.

A company spokesperson
claimed that “around 1,500
Arabtec staff resumed work on
Nov. 6 after a strike now running
for nearly two weeks,” and that the
company was trying to persuade
other workers to return to their
jobs. Arabtec said that no wage
increase would be discussed until
the strike ended.

The Burj Dubai is still under
construction, but it overtook Tai-
wan’s Taipei 101 tower as the
world’s tallest building when it
reached 512 metres last June. Its
eventual height remains a closely
guarded secret. The skyscraper is
being built by a consortium in-
volving Arabtec, Samsung of
South Korea and Besix of Bel-
gium. In March 2006, 2,500 la-
bourers rioted at the construction
site. The incident prompted the
New York-based Human Rights
Watch to call on the UAE govern-
ment to “end abusive labour prac-
tices” and “less than human” work-
ing conditions.

The booming Gulf city-state
was hit by a series of strikes by
migrant workers that spread to
several construction sites in Octo-
ber, even though strike action is
outlawed and trade unions are ille-
gal in Dubai.

Arabtec staff, who are paid an
average of 700 dirhams (190 dol-
lars) a month, are demanding an
increase of 500 dirhams (136 dol-
lars). The United Arab Emirates
said on Nov. 4 it will “urgently”
review wages of workers in the
construction sector. An estimated
700,000 Asians, mostly from In-
dia, Pakistan and Bangladesh, work
as construction workers in the UAE,
an oil-rich country where only some
20 percent of the four million popu-
lation have citizenship.

ITUC condemns
Pakistan
emergency

The International Trade Union
Confederation (ITUC) has joined
its Pakistan affiliate, the PWF, in
calling for the immediate restora-
tion of the rule of law, the Consti-
tution, and democratic rights. Free-
dom of association and assembly
have been suspended under the
state of emergency imposed by
military ruler General Pervez
Musharraf, heavy restrictions have
been imposed on the media, mem-
bers of the opposition have been
detained, and the government is
placing further pressure on law-
yers and the judiciary.

“The Constitution, rule of law
and proper democratic processes
must be restored”, said ITUC Gen-
eral Secretary Guy Ryder. “Gen-
eral Musharraf’s actions represent
a huge step backwards for the
whole country, and any attempt to
deal with the tensions which exist

within Pakistan cannot succeed
unless it is based on the full exer-
cise of democratic rights by the
people”.

Restrictions imposed on the
holding of meetings and demon-
strations will have a particularly
heavy impact on Pakistan’s
workforce, as their trade unions

will be unable to function freely
and effectively to represent work-
ers and support their rights.

Stars back
Writers Guild

Striking writers converged on
the Los Angeles set of Desperate
Housewives on Nov. 6, one day
after their industrial action hit US
film and TV productions. Seinfeld
star Julia Louis-Dreyfus was
among the demonstrators as pick-
eting writers attempted to disrupt
location filming in the Toluca Lake
suburb. During a break in shoot-
ing, actress Eva Longoria handed
out pizzas to strikers.

Interior filming of the Desper-
ate Housewives episode took place
as scheduled, though the noise
outside may require portions of
dialogue to be re-recorded.
Picketers used the show as an in-
spiration for their chants, which
included the refrain “We write the
story-a for Eva Longoria”.

The strike by the 12,000-strong
Writers Guild of America (WGA)
was prompted by a disagreement
over royalty payments.

“It’s in the best interest of the
entertainment community to begin
a meaningful dialogue as soon as
possible,” Longoria told reporters.

Production on several TV sit-
coms has been halted because of
the strike. Cast members of The
Office did not show up for work on
Nov. 6, while the stars of medical
drama ER came out to back strik-
ers at the Warner Bros studios.
“We’re all in this together, so we
wanted to come out and support
our team,” said actor John Stamos.

Other shows have not been im-
mediately affected, though come-
dian Ellen DeGeneres began a re-
cording of her talk show on Nov. 6
with a pledge of support. “I want
to say I love my writers,” she told
her studio audience. “In honour of
them today, I’m not going to do a
monologue.”

African unions
commit to global
organising

Transport unions from across
Africa have pledged their commit-
ment to back organizing efforts by
the International Transport Fed-
eration (ITF) in the region. Partici-

pants representing 15 countries -
including Burkina Faso, Demo-
cratic Republic of Congo, Ghana,
Guinea, Kenya, Mauritius, Mo-
rocco, Nigeria, South Africa, Tan-
zania, Tunisia, Uganda, Zimbabwe
- came together at the ITF’s Africa
regional committee meeting in Tu-
nisia from October 22-23.

The delegates discussed a range
of issues relating to the “organis-
ing globally strategy”, such as the
role of elected office bearers and
committees, trade union educa-
tion, and the participation of
women, young workers and grass-
roots activists. They also issued a
declaration committing to take a
number of steps. These include
raising awareness of the strategy
among grassroots activists who are
at the forefront of implementing
international action, and promot-
ing trade union “action readiness”
by organising study circles, ITF
video shows and public debates.

Seven dead in
Dubai bridge
collapse

Seven construction workers
were killed and another 36 injured
on Nov. 8 when part of a bridge
being built in an upmarket district
of Dubai collapsed. The accident
happened when a crane at the site
lifted a load of steel beams and
placed them in an unsafe position
on the bridge, causing the struc-
ture to collapse.

An AFP journalist at the scene
saw several bodies being loaded
into refrigerated emergency vehi-
cles. At least three injured people
were also lying on the ground. A
single yellow hard hat lay on top
of a mangled pile of steel beams at
the stretch of the bridge that gave
way. Police said the company that
owned the crane was responsible
for the incident.

The 50-metre bridge was being
built as part of a new marina on the
coast of Dubai. More than two
dozen luxury yachts are moored
close to the site of the incident.
The bridge is also near the Palm
Jumeirah resort, a showpiece of
the emirate’s construction boom,
which relies largely on a workforce
of hundreds of thousands of
Asians. The huge multi-million
dollar palm-shaped artificial is-
land is one and a half times the size
of New York’s Central Park and
can be seen from space.

More Colombian
trade unionists
murdered

On the afternoon of November
7, two armed men on a motorcy-
cle pulled up outside the San Juan
Bosco school in the Colombian
town of Cartago, and shot and
killed teacher trade unionist
Mercedes Consuelo Restrepo
Campo. A teacher for 30 years,
Restrepo was on the executive of
the teacher trade union SUTEV-
FECODE in the department of
Valle de Cauca. She was respon-
sible for the union’s work with
Women, Children and Families
in the region. She was also active
in the Democratic Pole opposi-
tion party and had recently been
involved in the campaigns for

Mayor of Cartago.
She was the third trade unionist

killed in Colombia in less than a
week. On November 3, Jairo
Giraldo Rey, the regional leader
of fruit workers union
SINALTRAIFRUT was assassi-
nated in the town of Toro in Valle
del Cauca department. Giraldo was
the President of the union in the
region where he was killed.

The previous evening, between
7 and 8 pm on Nov. 2, Leonidas
Silva Castro was murdered in his
home in the Barrio Prados del
Norte neighbourhood in the town
of Villacaro in Norte de Santander
department. Silva had just arrived
home after attending a trade union
event in the town where he was an
active member of ASINORT, the
regional affiliate of national teach-
ers’ trade union FECODE.

The Colombian trade union fed-
eration CUT has called for the
assassins to be captured and
brought to justice. The reported
number of murdered trade union-
ists so far this year in Colombia is
over thirty.

Peru declares
mining strike
illegal

Peru’s Labour Ministry has de-
clared a mining-sector strike ille-
gal, two days after the walkout
began. Over 6,000 members of
Peru’s National Federation of
Mining, Metallurgy and Steel
Workers started the nationwide
strike on Nov. 5, aiming to pres-
sure the government to pass laws
to give mining-sector workers
more benefits.

The Labour Ministry said that
workers had defied a government
resolution ordering them back to
work and in some cases the work-
ers had blocked highways. The
Ministry gave the workers three
days to return to work or face
termination.

“There could be a truce, but
for the moment the strike contin-
ues,” said Julio Ortiz, a director

with the mining federation. Un-
ion leaders were meeting with
government officials to see
whether enough progress towards
changing the laws had been
achieved to lift the strike.

The mining federation wants,
among other things, to increase
the number of workers on staff,
to increase worker profit shar-
ing to 10% of profits from 8%,
and to eliminate a ceiling on
that profit sharing. Peru is the
world’s largest producer of sil-
ver, and among the top five in
zinc and copper. It is also a
major producer of gold, and pro-
duces other minerals such as tin
and molybdenum.

1,500 Ford workers
strike in Russia

Some 1,500 Russian Ford Mo-
tor Co. workers held a one-day
strike on Nov. 6, demanding higher
wages and a 6.5 hour night shift, to
replace the current 7.5 hour shift.
The workers at a plant in
Vsevolozhsk, near St. Petersburg,
vowed to stage a second strike
beginning Nov. 20, continuing
until a satisfactory agreement is
reached.

The Vsevolozhsk plant aims to
produce about 75,000 cars this
year, mainly the international Fo-
cus model, up from about 60,000
cars last year. The workers at the
plant, the biggest in Russia owned
by a foreign automaker, have been
demanding an increase in the ba-
sic monthly wage to 28,000 rou-
bles ($1,137), up from the current
19,000 roubles.

The one day walkout ended
when the Leningrad Regional
Court agreed with a request from
Ford to declare the strike illegal
on the grounds that management
did not receive timely official no-
tification.

The strike comes at a time of
booming sales for foreign
carmakers in Russia. Ford sales
reached 116,000 locally produced
and imported vehicles in Russia
last year.
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Some 200 delegates, including over fifty
from the United States and many from
Cuba and other countries, took part in
the “Breaking the Silence” conference
held Nov. 9-10 in Toronto. The event
marked an important step ahead in the
struggle to draw attention to the cause of
the Cuban Five, imprisoned in U.S. jails
for the “crime” of acting to prevent
terrorist attacks against their homeland.
Participants included Elisabeth
Palmeiro (lef), the wife of Ramon
Labanino, one of the Cuban Five. A
call to "Free the Five" adopted at the
conference is printed on page 11.

Toronto conference “breaks the
silence” on Cuban Five

Photos by Ed Bil

The political, social, economic
and armed conflict in Colombia
is reaching deeper levels of hu-
manitarian crisis, while the es-
tablishment insists on military
“solutions” and the adoption of
unpopular Free Trade Agree-
ments with the USA and Canada.
The political climate is one of
constant persecution of opposi-
tion voices, including growing
attacks on union leaders, grass-
roots organizations and social
activists. There are more mur-
ders of trade unionists in Colom-
bia than anywhere in the world.

The lack of justice in Colom-
bia is seen by the rampant impu-
nity for the paramilitary assas-
sins (the hidden armed force of
the Colombian military), and by
the corruption of the establish-
ment, with its ties to drug traf-
ficking. Meanwhile there is no
compensation to their victims,
and political prisoners live in

Vancouver forum to discuss
human rights in Colombia

terrible conditions.
To raise the awareness of Ca-

nadians regarding this situation,
two prominent supporters of hu-
man rights in Colombia will speak
at the SFU Harbour Centre cam-
pus in Vancouver (515 W. Hast-
ings), from 1 to 4 pm, Saturday,
December 1.

James J. Brittain, Assistant Pro-
fessor in the Sociology Depart-
ment of Nova Scotia’s Acadia
University, has done extensive
research on social change in Latin
America, and on the situation in
Colombia.

Tom Burke is Coordinator for
the Colombia Action Network
(CAN), the group that launched
the highly successful Coca-Cola
boycott campaign in the U.S. and
is currently organizing to stop
“Plan Colombia”. Burke is also
an executive member of SEIU
Local 73, which represents
23,000 public service workers in

Illinois and Indiana.
The event is being organized

by the La-Surda Solidarity Col-
lective, which has done exten-
sive work around similar issues
in recent years, and the Cam-
paign in Support for the Hu-
manitarian Exchange in Colom-
bia-BC. There is a suggested
donation of $5-10, but nobody
will be turned away.

The organizing groups hope
to build support for the interna-
tional campaign to facilitate the
humanitarian exchange of pris-
oners between the Colombian
government and the FARC-EP
(the largest guerrilla movement
struggling for democracy), and
to support the cause of all politi-
cal prisoners currently detained
in Colombian jails and abroad.

Other related events will be
organized in Vancouver and Vic-
toria. For more information, con-
tact <lasurda@resist.ca>.

By Vijay Prashad, People’s
Weekly World Newspaper

India’s Congress Party has
thrown in the towel. Prime Minis-
ter Manmohan Singh and the leader
of the United Progressive Alli-
ance, Sonia Gandhi, said last month
they would step back from the
U.S.-India nuclear deal.

“If the deal does not come
through,” Singh said plaintively,
“that is not the end of life. In
politics, we must survive short-
term battles to address long-term
concerns.”

The Communists, who led the
opposition to the deal, won the
short-term battle. They argued that
the nuclear deal, whose origins go
back to 2005, is only one part of a
wider embrace between the Indian
and U.S. governments. Apart from
nuclear cooperation, the alliance
is geared toward partnership be-
tween India and the United States
in “democracy promotion,” the
opening up of the Indian economy
to unleashed turbo-capitalism, and
a strategic military alliance.

The U.S. architects of this link-
age saw the last point as the lever:
U.S. State Department official
Christina Rocca said in 2002, “Mili-
tary-to-military cooperation is now
producing tangible progress towards
[the] objective [of] strategic, diplo-
matic and political cooperation as
well as sound economic ties.”

In other words, Wal-Mart would
follow the USS Nimitz into
Chennai harbor. Seen in this way,
the Communist challenge is not
restricted to the nuclear deal, al-
though its defeat gives momentum
to wider struggles against the draw-
ing in of India to the platform of
U.S.-led imperialism.

From 2005 onward, the Com-
munists led a nationwide fight to
reveal the class basis of these deals.

The deals are not without their
benefit to a certain kind of India.
Entrepreneurs would get quid pro
quo tie-ins with U.S. firms, and
Indian arms dealers and nuclear
businesses would benefit from the
commerce. The fact of an alliance
would give a cultural fillip to the
growing Indian middle class, for

India’s Communists decontaminate a radioactive deal

whom its “arrival” on the world
stage could be signalled by this
deal (including a permanent seat
on the UN Security Council).

As the debate over the deal
heated up in India, the navies of
the Quad (Australia, India, Japan,
and the U.S.) held a war game off
the western coast of India.

The Communists used this act to
highlight the implications of the deal.
One column of protesters left
Kolkata and the other left Chennai
to converge on the port city of
Vishakapatnam on Sept. 8 for a
massive rally. This was a contempo-
rary version of Gandhi’s Salt March.

Back in Delhi a few days later,
the Communist Party of India
(Marxist) general secretary,
Prakash Karat, led a march to Par-
liament and said, “We demand
that the government not proceed
with the deal unless it satisfies the
people’s objections.” A month
later, this is just what the Congress
Party had to do.

In a Parliament of 545 members,
the Communist bloc is only 60. These
parliamentarians come in the main
from West Bengal, Kerala and
Tripura, the three areas where the
left has a very strong presence.
Elsewhere in the country, the left
has pockets of influence, but is
unable to translate this into elec-
toral terms (drawing in about 2
percent of the votes at most).

The bulk of the Parliament is
divided between two blocs, the
soft-right Congress and its allies
(217 seats) and the hard-right BJP
and its allies (185 seats). Regional
parties that do not line up with

these three major blocs hold the
remaining 78 seats (among them
the largest is a party close to the
left, the Samajwadi or Socialist
Party, with 36 seats; although it
has long since jettisoned its so-
cialism for a corrupt populism).

CPI(M) leader Prakash Karat: challenging the nuclear agenda
of President Bush and Prime Minister Manmohan Singh.

The elite and middle class are
split between the hard- and soft-
right on such issues as their atti-
tude toward what in India is called
communalism (fundamentalism).
On issues of social and economic
welfare, the two blocs are virtu-
ally indistinguishable, except that
the Congress Party has within it an
old Gandhian section that is yet to
be extinguished.

That Gandhian legacy has ena-
bled the otherwise “party of free
markets” to be held to a Common
Minimum Program with the left
on issues such as agrarian policy,
with the left supporting the Con-
gress government from the out-
side. The left, therefore, was the
only brake against the enthusiasm
of the elite and middle class, both
of whom wanted to drown them-
selves in President Bush’s spittle.

In Mumbai, the Communists
held a public rally where they con-
demned all talk of a nuclear deal.
In terms of the U.S.-India deal
specifically, the CPI(M)’s Karat
said, “It is part of the strategic and
military relations that the U.S.
wants to have with India.” It would
never be allowed, he said.

In Delhi, meanwhile, Prime
Minister Singh said, “I have not
given up hope yet.” Hope is all
that remains for the convenience-
seeking bourgeoisie: the spectacle
of advanced capitalism beckons,
even if the price is to be paid by the
millions “left behind.”

(Prashad is the George and
Martha Kellner Chair of South
Asian History at Trinity College.
His latest book is The Darker Na-
tions: A People’s History of the
Third World, New Press, 2007.)

The United Nations General
Assembly voted overwhelmingly
on October 30 to urge the United
States to lift its embargo against
Cuba. This was the 16th consecu-
tive annual resolution on “The ne-
cessity of ending the economic,
commercial and financial embargo
imposed by the United States of
America against Cuba”. It was
adopted by a record vote of 184 in
favour (including Canada), four
opposed (the United States, Israel,
Palau and the Marshall Islands),
and one abstention (Micronesia).

In a stinging attack on U.S.
policy, Cuba’s Foreign Minister
Felipe Perez Roque said the em-
bargo has cost Cuba more than
$89 billion in more than 40 years,
the equivalent of $222 billion in
current dollars.

Perez Roque mentioned U.S.
film makers Michael Moore and
Oliver Stone as examples of how
Washington restricts freedom of
speech by hampering their efforts
to film in Cuba. “With its gro-
tesque persecution of the honest
word and independent art, the

UN condemns anti-Cuba
embargo for 16th year

president of the United States is
emulating the inquisition of the
Middle Ages,” he said.

Ignoring world opinion, Presi-
dent Bush has rejected any easing
of sanctions, instead elaborating
plans to impose capitalism in Cuba.

Cuba’s report to the United Na-
tions prior to the Oct. 30 vote noted
that “The US blockade imposes its
criminal provisions on Cuba’s re-
lations with other countries that
make up this General Assembly.
The blockade prevents Cuba’s trade
with companies based in your coun-
tries, delegates, not only US com-
panies but also companies from the
countries that you represent in this
Assembly and which are subsidiar-
ies of US corporations. Nor can
vessels with flags from your coun-
tries call at US ports, delegates, if
they previously carried goods from
or towards Cuba. That is the
Torricelli Act, signed by President
Bush Sr. in 1992. The US blockade
also prevents the companies from
the rest of the world, those of your
countries, delegates, from export-

ing to the US any products contain-
ing Cuban raw materials; and it
also prevents those companies from
exporting to Cuba products or
equipment containing more than
10% of American components.”

Bush’s plans for the “Restitution
of Property Rights”, the report said,
would mean taking away the land
from hundreds of thousands of farm-
ers who now own their land either
individually or in cooperatives, in
order to reinstate the landowners’
system. It would also imply evicting
millions of Cubans from their homes
in order to return their properties to
their former claimants.

The US Permanent Committee
for Cuba’s Economic Reconstruc-
tion plans to implement a harsh
neoliberal adjustment program in
Cuba, including the privatization of
education and health services and
the elimination of social security
and welfare. Retirements and pen-
sions would be removed and retirees
would be offered the chance to do
construction work as part of a so-
called “Body of Cuban Retirees.”
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PV CROSSWORD
will return in our next issue
Answers to the puzzle in our Nov. 1-15 issue.

Revolutionary
Voices
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writings by Che Guevara, Clara Zetkin, Norman Bethune, James Connolly,

Emiliano Zapata, Nikos Beloyannis, Dolores Ibarruri, V.I. Lenin, Pablo Neruda,
Gladys Marin, Tim Buck, Nazim Hikmet, Ho Chi Minh, and Salvador Allende.

For your copy, send $10 plus $2 mailing costs to People’s Voice, 133 Herkimer St.,
Unit 502, Hamilton, ON, L8P 2H3. Information on bulk orders available on request.

PV Vancouver Bureau
A new and effective voice has

joined the broad movement against
Canada’s role in the occupation of
Afghanistan, with the launching
of Military Communities Speak
Out (MCSO).

Formed at the initiative of ex-
soldier Francisco Juarez, the or-
ganization is “ready to advocate
for those in the military commu-
nity who oppose the nature of
Canada’s new militarism and sub-
servience to US foreign policy.
MCSO will take the initiative and
contribute to the national debate
surrounding Canada’s Afghan
mission by uniting and facilitating
communication between those
who do not accept neo-liberal and
conservative paradigms in human
security and peace building.

“Beginning with two chapters
on either side of the country we
can offer all members effective
analysis and salient discussion both
online and by attending events and
conferences across the country.
We look forward to engaging in-
ternationally as the movement for
an end to the US led global war
grows in the military communities
of the United Kingdom and United
States itself. Canada is no longer

Military Communities Speak Out against war

say the least, especially given the
critical role played by Vancouver
in the Greater Vancouver region.

As preparations for the next
campaign heat up, we appeal for
all anti-NPA forces to find ways to
build cooperation and unity. We
believe that such unity is possible
around key issues where there is
already broad agreement: the need
to build thousands of social and
low-cost housing units to tackle
the homelessness crisis; improved
relations with civic unions; no
more waste of taxpayers’ dollars
on the ever-ballooning costs of the
2010 Olympics; a focus on health-
based solutions to the epidemic of
drug abuse; democratic and civil-
ian control over the police; revers-
ing the NPA’s drive to shift mu-
nicipal taxes away from business
and onto homeowners; pushing
aggressively for more buses and
lower fares to ease the regional

From a speech by Harjit
Daudharia at the Vancouver
celebration marking the
90th anniversary of the
Great October Revolution,
Nov. 10, 2007

This year marks the 100th anni-
versary of the birth of a great In-
dian intellectual and revolution-
ary martyr. Bhagat Singh was born
on September 27, 1907, in a vil-
lage of Punjab in India, into a
family of dedicated patriots. His
father Kartar Singh and uncle Ajit
Singh were deeply involved in the
Indian people’s movement against
British colonialism and imperial-
ism.

In his youth, Bhagat Singh wit-
nessed the hanging of Ghadar revo-
lutionaries, who were his heroes.
He always used to carry their por-
traits with him. The Ghadar Party
(Party of Revolt) was formed in
1913 by Indian revolutionaries,
then resident in Canada and USA.

On April 13, 1919, on the or-
ders of General Dyer, thousands
of men, women and children were

the refuge from militarism that we
once proudly were, and we will
stand to raise our voices in de-
manding the Canadian government
not continue to resort to undemo-
cratic means in order to perpetuate
the wars in the Middle East, and
misuse the CF (Canadian Forces)
in that ultimate purpose. We advo-
cate for a new model CF, not based
on supporting illegal global wars
but instead incorporating respon-
sible use of our Armed Forces,
linked to international law and
principles of human rights.”

After joining the Canadian
Forces in 2002, Francisco Juarez
worked in the regular Navy before
transferring to the Army Reserve
as an infantry officer. He hoped to
secure a place on a rotation to
Afghanistan by 2009. However,
during officer training he decided
he could no longer support Cana-
da’s mission or be a part of a
military whose focus had been lost.
For the past year, he has been a
highly visible spokesperson in the
anti-war movement, particularly
on the west coast where he lives.

But Juarez is far from the only
soldier who has concluded that the
Afghanistan war is not supportable.
A recent Sun Media news report
says the Canadian military has re-

leased several soldiers who claimed
conscientious objection to serving
in Afghanistan. Internal records from
the National Defence department
obtained by Sun Media reveal sev-
eral cases where “regular or reserve
members were ordered, or voluntar-
ily released from the Canadian
Forces for refusing deployment.”

For example, one reservist was
expelled “as soon as administra-
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19) means 20) trip 22) end 23) nuts 25) errors 27) Oasis 30) opt 32) inn 33)
bloc 34) pol 35) Oceans 38) ism 39) coterie 41) tee 42) toecap 44) ail 45) fear
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Bhagat Singh: an intellectual
and revolutionary giant

Bhagat Singh at  age 21

massacred at Jallianwala Bagh in
Amritsar (Punjab), leaving a last-
ing impression on Bhagat Singh,
who was then 12 years old.

The Great October Socialist
Revolution in Russia played a cru-

cial role in highlighting the contra-
diction between the freedom strug-
gle waged by the compromising
bourgeois leadership of the Indian
Congress Party, and on the one
hand, the revolutionary Bolshevik
leadership. The October Revolu-
tion had a big impact on the young
armed freedom-fighters in India
and elsewhere.

In the aftermath of the October
Revolution and under its direct
impact, the Communist Party of

India was formed at Tashkent on
October 17, 1920, and the All
India Trade Union Congress
(AITUC) was established on Oc-
tober 31, 1920, in Bombay.

In 1924, still in his teens, Bhagat
Singh completed his study of
Marx’s Das Capital and met many
revolutionaries. He joined in form-
ing the Hindustan Republican As-
sociation and Hindustan Socialist
Republican Association (army
wing).

For his role in the armed strug-
gle against the British, Bhagat
Singh was imprisoned in 1929,
and sentenced to death.Bhagat
Singh was an atheist all his life and
had no wish to depart from the
stance. He spent the entire last day
of his life reading a biography of
V.I. Lenin. At about 7 in the
evening, an official of the jail came
to take him to the gallows. En-
grossed in reading the biography,
Bhagat Singh said, “Wait a minute,
one revolutionary is busy meeting
the other.” After reading a few
more pages, he got up to under-
take the final journey of his life,
shouting “Long live revolution;
Down with imperialism,” and sing-
ing, “Love for the motherland will
not leave my heart even after death;
Its fragrance will still be there in
my dusty remains.” He was hanged
at Lahore along with two other
comrades, Sukhdev and Rajguru,
on March 23, 1931.

tively possible” after refusing to
deploy. The member had already
received training to serve in thea-
tre and imposed an “unnecessary
burden” on the Forces, according
to the heavily censored documents.
Other regular members were let go
for breach of the “universality of
service” principle.

The National Defence depart-
ment says that conscientious ob-

Military Communities Speak Out founder Francisco Juarez at the
Oct. 27 StopWar rally in Vancouver (Photo: K Cariou)

jection applies only to those who
oppose war and armed conflict in
general, not those who oppose a
particular mission. The military
says its policy requires that every
member “must be prepared to per-
form any lawful duty to defend
Canada, its interests and its val-
ues, while contributing to interna-
tional peace and security.” It ap-
pears that in some cases, the mili-
tary has decided to simply release
objectors rather than redeploy
them in non-combat roles.

MCSO offers membership to
family and loved ones of current
or former military members, and
current and former members of
the CF, both regular and reserve.
The organization also welcomes
those outside the military commu-
nity as registered supporters. In-
formation on joining the group is
available at the MCSO website,
http://milcomspeakout.ca. The
group can also be contacted by
email (info@milcomspeakout.ca)
or telephone, 250-220-2911.

transportation crisis; strong action
to cut greenhouse gas emissions
and protect the environment;
defense of the public education
system, including demands for
adequate provincial funding; op-
position to TILMA.

It would be counter-productive
to demand full agreement in ad-
vance on every detail of these poli-
cies. The real question is to find
ways to avoid vote-splitting by
three different anti-NPA slates.
Otherwise, the NPA will win eas-
ily, making it extremely difficult
to win progress on any of these
issues, at least until the following
election in 2011, by which time
enormous damage will be done.
The conclusion is obvious:  we
must not allow our partisan differ-
ences to stop us from working
towards common anti-NPA slates
for City Council, School Board
and Park Board. Hard as this may
be, the alternative is simply not
acceptable.

continued from page 3

Unity against the NPA...
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What's  Left
when Magna accomplishes their
stated purpose of going into the
assembly business? They have al-
ready tried to get control of
Chrysler for that purpose, and are
very much in the assembly busi-
ness in Europe.

During the last week of No-
vember, two powerful and impor-
tant provincial bodies are meet-
ing, the British Columbia Federa-
tion of Labour and the Ontario
Federation of Labour. Both share
the same main challenges, and both
face unique challenges. The BC
Federation has an advanced case
of TILMA and the Campbell gov-
ernment’s privatization drive to
deal with. The Ontario Federation
has a great challenge to pull the
majority of labour organizations
into affiliation - especially the
CAW - and to wake itself up out of
a rather deep and long sleep.

In fact the OFL and the CLC are
guilty of more than a long sleep.
They sat it out while more than
300,000 manufacturing jobs dis-
appeared and more than a million
people took an economic and so-
cial dive. The present leadership
of the OFL took the helm to kill the
movement which started with the
“Days of Protest”. Their only ob-
jective was support for the NDP,
where there are powerful elements
who disagree with extra-parlia-
mentary campaigning. These ele-
ments openly stated that the money
spent on the “Days of Protest” to
activate hundreds of thousands
onto the streets, should have gone
into their coffers for parliamen-
tary campaigning. This precipi-
tated the isolation of the CAW,
then still fighting hard for a left
class-struggle social movement.
The CAW didn’t leave the OFL, it
was pushed out. The petty bicker-
ing that ensued is only camouflage
to hide the split over social re-
sponsibility and social activism.

Where were they when the
“Manufacturing Matters Cam-
paign”, mostly organized by CAW,
put 40,000 protesters on the street
in Windsor? Their support was
token in other cities, and partici-

pation in the Ottawa demo was
only a few hundred on top of the
thousands of CAW members. This
abandonment in the midst of cri-
ses, where the auto and parts sec-
tors are the hardest hit, is for sure
a major factor in the CAW move
to “go it alone” and look for ap-
peasement rather than struggle.

How long will the CLC’s
Georgetti and the OFL’s
Samuelson stand idle and silent
while the entire manufacturing
sector disappears and industrial
jobs shift to part-time “McJobs” at
minimum wages? Exactly what
kind of human tragedy, of social
trauma will it take to activate these
people?

There will be a lot of negativity
for trying to bring the CAW back
into the OFL, but it should be
pointed out that inclusion is part of
the solution, and exclusion is the
problem. It is extremely important
that both these federations oppose
the CAW corporate union model
developed at Magna, but the OFL
and the CLC in particular have to
share the guilt because they were
the first to abandon the fight-back,
the first to leave the field.

The Canadian working people
more than ever now need to take
their fight into the streets and to
fight for their workplaces. If big
business and foreign owners want
to close our plants, we should take
possession and create the public
support to keep them.

Autoworkers invented this tac-
tic in the 1930’s. It is part of their
history and their essence. This re-
quires a resurgence of a strong left
within the trade union movement.
It is the left who always have and
always will bring the larger view
of emancipation, of social move-
ment, of social struggle and class
power into the fray. As wrong and
as bad as the CAW-Magna deal is,
it has provided for the first time in
years a glimpse of the left, which
has also been a sleeping giant in
some respects. The backlash in-
side and outside the CAW has
already displayed that the fighters
for social justice are still there, has
laid the foundation of a new resist-
ance. This must be reflected some-

how in the debates and decisions
of these two vital provincial la-
bour conventions.

The signal must go to govern-
ments that downgrading standards
of labour legislation to allow com-
pany unions will precipitate a fight.
The signal must go out that the
labour movement is waking up,
that we will fight on every street in
this country to protect the people
and roll back the attack on our
lives, our resources and our fu-
ture. Delegates must show that the
labour movement - the property of
the working class, past, present
and future - is alive and capable of
representing its members, defend-
ing peace and our environment,
standing in solidarity with the lib-
eration and social justice move-
ments and committed to our last
resources to do this. Every mem-
ber of the Communist Party is dedi-
cated to this struggle, and will be
at the heart of every militant action
and in unity with all who struggle
on behalf of working people. That
is our legacy and that is our chal-
lenge.

continued from page 6

Challenges for labour movement....

We, participants in the two-day
conference held in Toronto,
Canada, “BREAKING THE SI-
LENCE: Solidarity Conference for
the Cuban Five” issue this call to
all people of good will who want a
world of peace and justice:
* To increase the momentum de-
veloped in countless movements
around the world to free Gerardo
Hernandez, René Gonzalez, Ramon
Labanino, Antonio Guerrero and
Fernando Gonzalez, five Cuban
anti-terrorist political prisoners in-
carcerated in the United States since
1998, whose only crime was to
work to prevent planned terrorists
acts of Miami-based, anti-Cuba
groups responsible for nearly 3500
deaths and thousands of injuries in
Cuba since 1959.
* To join together in an immediate
response and a “Week of Free the
Five” actions whenever the deci-
sion of the Atlanta federal appel-
late court is reached.
* To support the formation of an
international commission for the
rights of family visits to help se-
cure U.S. visas for Adriana Perez
and Olga Salanueva to visit their
husbands who they have been pre-
vented from seeing for nine years,
and to issue timely visas to all
family members.  To distribute the
“100 Women in Each City” peti-
tions for women to sign demand-
ing the right of family visits for
Adriana and Olga.
* To demand the extradition to the
Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela
of the terrorist Luis Posada Carriles
whose acts included the bombing
of a Cubana civilian airliner that
caused the death of all 73 people
aboard in 1976.
* To call on the U.S. government
to end its double standard on ter-

rorism, to cease its plans to change
the constitutional order of Cuba
and to end the blockade.
* To pressure the Canadian gov-
ernment not to cooperate with U.S.-
imposed “security” requests but
rather to expand its bilateral rela-
tions and strengthen its independ-
ent foreign policy towards Cuba.
* To call for organizations all over
the world to urge their elected
officials (parliamentarians, may-
ors, etc.) to sign letters and peti-
tions addressed to the U.S. Attor-
ney General, U.S. Ambassadors
and Ministers of Foreign Affairs
to demand justice for the Five and
their families.
* To join together in broadening
the international campaign to free

CALL
FOR THE
FREEDOM

OF THE
CUBAN

FIVE
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the Cuban Five, to incorporate
more youth, to link with other so-
cial movements including move-
ments in support of political pris-
oners, and to engage in more fre-
quent actions to “break the silence”
of the mass media on the rights of
the Five and their families.

Issued and adopted on Novem-
ber 10, 2007 at: “BREAKING THE
SILENCE: Solidarity Conference
for the Cuban Five,” at Toronto,
Canada, organized by the Cana-
dian Network on Cuba, la Table de
Concertation de Solidarité Québec-
Cuba, and the National Network on
Cuba (U.S.) and attended by hun-
dreds of activists and prominent
figures in the struggle for constitu-
tional and human rights.

  Surrey, BC
Towards a World Without
War, speaker Sean Currie,
Canadian Peace Congress
delegate to recent World Peace
Council forum in Venezuela,
presented by Fraser Valley
Peace Council, Sat., Nov. 18,
11 am, George Mackie Library,
8440-112 St, North Delta.

  Vancouver, BC
John Graham Benefit Con-
cert, 8 pm, Fri., Nov. 16, Herit-
age Hall, 3102 Main St. Tickets
$15 at door, for info see
www.grahamdefense.org.
International Day of Solidar-
ity with the Palestinian Peo-
ple, Canada Palestine Asso-
ciation forum, Sat., Nov. 24, 7
pm, Maritime Labour Centre,
1880 Triumph. Keynote
Speaker: Khaled Mouammar,
National President of Canadian
Arab Federation. For info see
www.cpavancouver.org.
Left Film Night, 7 pm, Sun-
day, Nov. 25, “The Wind That
Shakes the Barley,” Ken Loach
film on the Irish struggles of the
early 1920s, at Centre for So-
cialist Education, 706 Clark
Drive, 604-255-2041 for details.
“Stephen Harper” is coming
to town! Join us to tell the PM
what’s wrong with his policies,
social/political evening, 7:30
pm, Thursday, Nov. 29, at the
Centre for Socialist Education,
706 Clark Drive. Organized by
BC Ctee. CPC, 604-254-9836.
Human Rights in Colombia,
forum at SFU Harbour Centre
campus, 1-4 pm, Sat., Dec. 1,
with speakers James Brittain
(Acadia University Sociology
Department), and Tom Burke
(Coordinator for U.S.-based
Colombia Action Network, or-
ganized by La-Surda Solidarity
Collective and Campaign in
Support for the Humanitarian
Exchange in Colombia-BC,
suggested donation $5-10. For
info, contact <lasurda@resist.ca>.
Solidarity Notes Labour
Choir, launch of new CD, “A
New World for our Heirs”, Sat.,
Dec. 8, 7 pm, Unitarian Church,
949 W. 49th Ave., tickets $10

(reduced rate $5), for info call
604-730-8761.

  Calgary, AB
Bill 46 - why Albertans should
be concerned, Council of Ca-
nadians forum on public rights
and the power industry, Tues-
day, Nov. 20, 7:30 pm,
Wickenden Hall (Unitarian
Church), 1703-1st St. NW. For
info, call Mel, 295-8123.

  Edmonton, AB
Edmonton Young Commu-
nist League, meets regularly
at Remedy Cafe, 8631-109 St.,
5 pm on the second Friday each
month. Topics and suggested
readings on Facebook:
w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m /
group.php?gid=3559215104.

  Winnipeg, MB
Manitoba-Cuba Solidarity
Committee monthly meeting,
Mon., Dec. 3, 7 pm at 280 Smith
St. (Workers Organizing Re-
source Centre). Info: 783-9380.

  Hamilton, ON
Film Night, Solidarity House
presents SICKO, Michael
Moore’s documentary on health
care in Canada, US, France,
Britain & Cuba, 7 pm, Tuesday,
Nov. 20, at 779 Barton St. East.

  Toronto, ON
Breaking the Silence: Truth
and Lies in the War on Ter-
ror, John Pilger presents his
documentary and new book
“Freedom Next Time”, Sat.,
Nov. 17, 7 pm, tickets at
Ryerson Student Campus Cen-
tre, 55 Gould St. For info contact
Solidarity for Palestinian Human
Rights, sphr@ryerson .ca.
Great October Socialist
Revolution, political/cultural
celebration, 6:30 pm, Sat., Dec.
8, Steelworkers Hall, 25 Cecil
St., live music, bar and buffet
dinner, guest speaker CPC
leader Miguel Figueroa, par-
ticipant in recent events in Minsk
and Moscow marking the 90th
Anniversary of the Revolution.
For tickets & info, call Commu-
nist Party, 416-469-2446.
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By Liz Rowley
Now that the dust has settled a

bit, it may be useful to look back
on the recent Ontario election, and
ahead to the political agenda for
Canada’s most populous province.

As various observers have
noted, the right-wing platform of
John Tory’s Conservatives was
rejected by voters. Despite the
spin-doctoring to paint Tory as a
moderate, the public smelled a rat:
the neo-liberal agenda of free trade,
privatization, deregulation, corpo-
rate tax cuts, and assaults on la-
bour, democratic and civil rights.

The real tip-off was Tory’s
promise to publicly fund private
religious schools, and to open up a
parallel private for-profit health
care system in Ontario. With a
platform unpalatable to most vot-
ers, Tory’s campaign team bet the
margins. They aimed to secure the
quarter-million votes attached to
the religious school and private
health care lobbies, calculating that
this support might tilt the balance
for a Tory minority government.
They also counted on the loyalty
of Conservative voters to swallow
the poisoned pill in exchange for
the promise of government.

This time, they miscalculated.
Conservative candidates revolted,
and then thousands of Conserva-
tive voters stayed home or voted
Liberal in protest.

John Tory’s eleventh hour con-
version to “public concerns” about

Ontario rOntario rOntario rOntario rOntario rejects farejects farejects farejects farejects far-right policy agenda-right policy agenda-right policy agenda-right policy agenda-right policy agenda
religious school funding, and his
announcement that the necessary
legislation would be subject to a
free vote in the legislature, were
too little too late.

Tory also tried to secure the
“redneck” vote with a visit to Cal-
edonia, when he proposed to for-
cibly evict the Six Nations recla-
mation site, fine them and their
supporters, and jail any who re-
sisted.

Caught in the contradiction of
trying to woo right-wing support
while simultaneously downplaying
his extremist views, Tory drove
voters away.

The initial inclination of work-
ing people was to punish the
McGuinty Liberals for delivering
the Harris Tory agenda. That gave
way to strategic voting aimed to
stop the Conservatives.

Voters were helped to this con-
clusion by the Working Families
Coalition - a liberal-labour coali-
tion including the building trades,
the CAW and some teachers’ un-
ions, which spent huge sums on
anti-Tory attack ads in the media.
The Ontario Secondary School
Teachers’ Federation put money
and workers into several Liberal
campaigns, including about 300
workers for Education Minister
Kathleen Wynn, who defeated
John Tory, leaving him without a
seat in the Legislature.

Faced with an electorate angry
over their broken campaign prom-
ises, the Liberals finished as the
big winners. They started with a
platform of vague promises about
public education, health care, child
care, social programs, affordable
housing, poverty and nursing home
care. The effect on voters was to
confirm that the Liberals were not
brewing up a right-wing revolu-
tion, even if they were short-chang-
ing on social programs and the
loss of manufacturing jobs.

This was the minimum require-
ment for a Liberal minority, until
John Tory’s hard-right ideas wid-
ened the gap. Only in the last days
of the campaign did the media
mention that the Liberals had also
been courted for the fundamental-
ist religious vote, and that both the
Premier and the Education Minis-
ter had said “yes”. Asked about
her change of heart, Wynn said,
“the sands have shifted since then”.

Yes, indeed.
Until then, only the Communist

Party had warned voters that the
Liberals had also supported fund-
ing for religious schools, and that
a vote to protect public education
had to be a vote for one universal,
quality, and secular system of pub-
lic education.

Regrettably, only the Commu-
nist Party and the Greens cam-
paigned for this view. The NDP
continued to support public fund-
ing for Catholic schools (prom-
ised by the Tories and delivered
by the Liberals in the 1985 elec-
tion).

NDP leader Howard Hampton
followed some bad advice when
he teamed up with John Tory to
attack the Liberals. At the annual
meeting of the Association of On-
tario Municipalities, Hampton told
delegates that Tory was not a bad
guy and had been demonized by
the media. Tory responded that
Hampton was his friend, and both
then opened fire on the Liberals.
During the televised leaders’ de-
bate, Hampton and Tory again
focussed their attacks on Dalton
McGuinty, a detente so evident

that it was one of the main subjects
of the debate post-mortems.

The lackluster NDP campaign
on “six priorities” offered little
that was new or hard-hitting, or
even specific. Proposals to fund
education, health and social pro-
grams were modest, as was their
plan for childcare and social hous-
ing. On the crisis in manufactur-
ing, which requires abrogating the
free trade deals, along with big
shifts in monetary, trade, invest-
ment and tax policy, the NDP had
little to say. The campaign to raise
the minimum wage helped re-elect
the NDP’s ten incumbents, includ-
ing Cheri de Novo, who sparked
the $10 an hour fight in the legis-
lature.

Led by the business oriented
Frank de Jong, the Green Party
fielded a full slate, only to be again
shut out of the leaders’ debate by
the TV networks. But the Greens
made progress, securing 352,000
votes or 8% of the popular vote.
This time their policies seemed
more progressive, with the excep-
tion of their regressive taxation
policy. In particular, the call for a
single, secular public education
system was a welcome step away
from their 2003 support for char-
ter schools. This policy shift and
some statements by candidates
seemed to suggest the growth of a
more progressive wing in the
Greens.

For the Communist Party, the
battle was about democracy first
and foremost, as the party fought
to be seen and heard in the media
and at candidate forums. When

audiences were asked to decide on
the participation of Communist
candidates, the result was almost
always for inclusion, putting the
lie to arguments of “time and space
limitations.” The exceptions were
business audiences such as the
Chamber of Commerce meeting
in St. Catharines, and some meet-
ings where the NDP’s right wing
was influential.

Communists were the only can-
didates to speak substantively to
economic issues, calling for plant
closure legislation, and a range of
sanctions from fines to plant take-
overs to stop the closures and mass
layoffs that have cost 141,000 jobs
since the Liberals took office in
2003. The Communist Party also
called on the government to block
the sale of Stelco to US Steel.

The CPC (Ontario) fought to
support the Mixed-Member Pro-
portional Representation proposal,
which garnered the backing of 37%
of voters, despite attempts by the
corporate media and the political
right to smother public debate on
electoral reform.

So what’s ahead? Supporting
the Liberals to block the Tories is
like jumping from the frying pan
into the fire: no solution. The new
Liberal majority will face a
firestorm of opposition to its poli-
cies, including more privatization
of social programs, deregulation,
tax cuts for the wealthy, and more
attacks on the right to strike and on
civil and democratic rights. Stay
tuned.

(Liz Rowley is the leader of the
Communist Party-Ontario)

Leaning to the left: Communist
candidate Dave McKee
campaigned for progressive
policies in his Davenport riding.

9/11 workers sue for overtime
Workers who cleaned offices, stores and other buildings in Manhat-

tan after the 2001 collapse of the World Trade Center are suing the
companies who employed them for overtime pay. The cleaners some-
times put in 70 or more hours a week, while the companies employing
them made tens of millions of dollars. One firm, Maxons Restorations
Inc., increased its revenues from $10 million in 2000 to a range of $40
to $50 million in 2001. The nine plaintiffs in the suit say they were paid
$60 per shift no matter how long they worked. As “subcontractors” they
received no benefits and were responsible for their own tax payments.
The situation came to light when an immigrants’ advocacy group,
National Mobilization Against Sweatshops, was helping the workers
with health problems. Lawyers in the case said they hope that ultimately
1,000 cleaning workers will be included in the suit.    (UCS/CALM)


